BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  AMERICA 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2007  with  funding  from 

IVIicrosoft  Corporation 


http://www.archive.org/details/bibpapers1a02bibluoft 


Bibliographical  Society 

OF  AMERICA 

Proceedings  and  Papers 

VOLUME  ONE       PART  ONE 
1904-1905 


New  York 

PRINTED  FOR  THE  SOCIETY 

!^Cineteen  Hundred  and  Six 


300  copies  printed  April  1906 

WILBERFORCE  EAMES 
GEORGE  WATSON  COLE 
CHARLES  ALEXANDER  NELSON 

Publication  Committee 


Arranged  and  Printed  at 

THE  CHELTENHAM  PRESS 

New  York 


CONTENTS 


Page 

Table  of  Contents  5 

Constitution  '-9 

By-Laws  9-10 

Officers  1  1 

Members  of  the  Council  11-12 

Committees  1 2 

List  of  Members  with  Addresses  13-17 

Historical  Sketch,  by  Carl  B.  Roden  1 9-23 
Proceedings : 

Organization  Meeting  at  St.  Louis  25-26 
Meetings  of  the  Society                                           26-27,  32-37 

Meetings  of  the  Council  28-31 

Organization  of  the  Chicago  Chapter  37-39 

By-Laws  of  the  Chicago  Chapter  39-40 
Papers : 

Annual  Address  of  the  President,  W.  C  Lane  43-49 

Bibliography  of  American  Music,  O.  G.  Sonneck  50-64 

Bibliographies  in  Literary  History,  E.  P.  Hammond  65-70 

Gaddesden's  "Rosa  Anglica,"  B.  A.  Finney  71-74 
Theory  and  History  of  Botanical  Bibliography,  /.  C.  Bay  75-83 
Material  for  United  States  Naval  History,  C  H.  Lincoln  84-95 
In  re  a  Bibliographical  Institute,  A.  G.  S.  Josephson  96-102 
European  Historians  of  the  Turks,  A.  L.  P.  Dennis         103-1 04 

Bibliographical  Notes  1 05 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  SOCIETY 
OF  AMERICA 


CONSTITUTION 

Jlrticle  I 

NAME 

'T'HE  name  of  this  society   shall   be  the    Bibliographical 
•■•     Society  of  America. 

Jlrticle  II 
OBJECT 

The  object  of  the  society  shall  be  to  promote  biblio- 
graphical research  and  to  issue  bibliographical  publications. 

Jlrticle  III 
OFFICERS 

The  officers  of  the  society  shall  be  a  president,  two  vice- 
presidents,  a  secretary,  a  treasurer  and  a  librarian.  The  af- 
fairs of  the  society  shall  be  in  the  hands  of  a  council,  con- 
sisting of  the  officers,  the  last  ex-president,  and  four  councilors. 
The  officers  shall  be  elected  annually  by  the  members  of  the 
society  and  shall  serve  until  the  election  of  their  successors. 
Of  the  councilors  one  shall  be  elected  each  year.  Any 
vacancy  occurring  during  the  year  shall  be  filled  by  the 
council.  Standing  committees,  and  special  committees  not 
otherwise  provided  for,  shall  be  appointed  by  the  president. 
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Jlrticle  IV 
MEMBERS 

Any  person  approved  by  the  council  may  become  a  mem- 
ber of  the  society  on  payment  of  three  dollars,  which  shall 
take  the  place  of  the  membership  fee  for  the  first  year.  The 
annual  fee  shall  be  three  dollars,  payable  January  I  st.  Any 
member  who  shall  pay  to  the  society,  in  one  sum,  fifty  dol- 
lars, shall  be  a  life  member  and  exempt  from  further  pay- 
ments. A  member  whose  fees  have  been  in  arrears  for  more 
than  one  year  shall  be  dropped  from  the  society,  but  may  be 
restored  by  the  council  on  payment  of  all  dues. 

Jlrticle  V 
HONORARY  MEMBERS 

On  the  unanimous  recommendation  of  the  council  the  so- 
ciety may  elect  honorary  members,  who  shall  be  exempt 
from  all  fees.  The  number  of  such  members  shall  never  ex- 
ceed ten. 

Jlrticle   VI 

PERMANENT  FUND 

All  fees  of  life  members,  together  with  such  other  sums 
as  may  be  given  for  the  purpose,  shall  be  set  aside  as  a  per- 
manent fund,  the  income  only  of  which  shall  be  used. 

Jlrticle  VII 
BRANCH  SOCIETIES 

Branch  societies  may  be  formed  in  any  place  by  the  elec- 
tion of  a  local  secretary  and  on  receiving  the  approval  of 
the  council. 
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Jrticle   VIII 
BY-LAWS 
The  council  may  adopt  by-laws  for  the  society. 

Article  IX 
AMENDMENTS 

Amendments  to  this  constitution  may  be  adopted  at  any 
annual  meeting  by  a  two-thirds  vote  of  those  present,  if  no- 
tice has  been  given  at  a  previous  annual  meeting,  or  if  the 
amendment  has  received  the  unanimous  approval  of  the 
council;  provided,  that  notice  thereof  has  been  given  in  the 
call  for  the  meeting. 


BY-LAWS 

Section  1.  The  time  and  place  of  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  society  shall  correspond  with  the  date  and  place  of 
meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association,  unless  other- 
wise determined  by  vote  of  the  council.  Other  meetings 
may  be  called  by  vote  of  the  council. 

Section  2.  The  time  and  place  of  meetings  of  the  coun- 
cil shall  be  determined  by  vote  of  its  members.  Meetings 
shall  also  be  called  by  the  secretary  at  the  request  of  the 
president  or  any  other  three  members  of  the  council. 

Section  3.  When  not  in  session  a  vote  of  the  council  may 
be  obtained  by  correspondence  through  the  secretary;  but  a 
two-thirds  majority  of  the  entire  membership  of  the  council 
shall  then  be  necessary. 
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Section  4.  Votes  of  the  council  shall  be  taken  by  the  sec- 
retary by  correspondence  only  when  so  requested  by  the  presi- 
dent or  by  any  other  three  members  of  the  council. 

Section  5.  Not  less  than  ten  members  in  good  standing 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  at 
any  meeting  of  the  society,  and  not  less  than  five  members 
shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business  at  any 
meeting  of  the  council. 

Section  6.  All  bills  shall  be  approved  by  the  president 
and  secretary  prior  to  payment  by  the  treasurer  of  the  society. 

Section  7.  The  standing  committees  appointed  by  the 
president  shall  include  a  publication  committee,  a  program 
committee,  a  membership  committee  and  an  auditing  com- 
mittee. 

Section  8.  The  publication  of  papers  at  the  expense  of 
the  society  shall  be  authorized  only  by  vote  of  the  council, 
upon  recommendation  of  the  publication  committee. 

Section  9.  No  action  shall  be  taken  incurring  expense  on 
account  of  the  society,  or  committing  the  society  by  any  decla- 
ration of  policy,  unless  approved  by  vote  of  the  council. 

Section  1 0.  Amendments  to  these  by-laws  may  be  made 
by  a  vote  of  the  council,  provided  that  at  any  meeting  of  the 
council  not  less  than  five  members  vote  for  the  amendment. 
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President, 
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HISTORICAL  SKETCH 

By  Carl  B.  Roden 

AT  the  first  meeting  of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chi- 
cago, October  23,  1899,  the  hope  was  expressed 
"that  the  organization  of  this  society  may  lead  to  the  found- 
ing of  a  national  bibliographical  society."  After  a  lapse  of 
six  years  the  publication  of  the  present  volume  betokens 
the  fulfillment  of  that  hope.  A  national  bibliographical  so- 
ciety has  been  founded,  tracing  its  descent  directly  from  the 
Chicago  society,  while  the  latter  has  discontinued  its  cor- 
porate existence  and  merged  its  activities  with  the  new  or- 
ganization of  larger  scope.  The  purpose  of  this  note  is  to 
preserve  a  record  of  the  growth  of  the  sentiment  in  favor  of 
a  national  body,  and  of  the  successive  steps  taken  to  bring 
about  its  creation. 

The  remark  quoted  above  forms  part  of  the  introductory 
address  of  the  chairman  of  the  organization  conmiittee  of  the 
Chicago  society,  Mr.  A.  G.  S.  Josephson.  It  is  but  the  bare 
truth  to  say  that  to  his  enthusiasm  and  zeal  the  Bibliographical 
Society  of  Chicago  owed  its  inception;  that  as  secretary  and 
president  his  energies  were  constantly  employed  in  promoting 
its  growth,  and  that  as  author  of  its  first  publication  he  con- 
tributed materially  toward  securing  for  it  the  confidence  and 
good  will  of  the  bibliographical  world.  It  is  fitting,  more- 
over, that  the  fact  that,  from  the  beginning,  his  vision  com- 
prehended a  national  organization  be  made  a  part  of  the  rec- 
ord in  this  place. 

The  first  year  of  the  life  of  the  Chicago  society  brought 
forth  sufficient  evidence  that  the  venture  would  succeed,  and 
the  tentative  period  may  be  said  to  have  closed  with  the  pub- 
lication of  the  first  Year  Book,  in  the  fall  of  1 900.  Thereupon 
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it  was  resolved  to  bring  the  society  to  the  attention  of  a  larger 
constituency,  and  the  secretary  was  instructed.  May,  1901, 
to  arrange  for  a  meeting  in  connection  with  the  annual  confer- 
ence of  the  American  Library  Association  at  Waukesha, 
Wis.,  in  July.  This  meeting  was  duly  held  and  attracted  the 
favorable  notice  of  many  librarians  at  the  conference.  By 
invitation  of  the  council,  Mr.  John  Thomson,  librarian  of  the 
Free  Library  of  Philadelphia,  submitted  a  paper  on  **A  Bib- 
liographical Society  of  America,"  in  which  he  pointed  out 
the  need  of  such  an  organization  and  offered  the  suggestion 
"that  the  best  way  to  start  would  be  to  extend  the  borders 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago,  and  undertake 
some  scheme  which  will  secure  the  interest  of  persons  widely 
scattered."     (Year  Book,  1901-02,  p.  28.) 

Mr.  Thomson's  paper  gave  rise  to  an  interesting  discussion, 
in  the  course  of  which  the  sentiment  developed  that  the  bet- 
ter plan  would  be  "for  the  Chicago  society  to  go  on  a  year 
or  two  longer  and  issue  a  couple  of  creditable  publications, 
thereby  proving  its  reason  for  existence,  and  drawing  more 
non-resident  members  to  its  ranks.  At  the  moment  when 
these  outnumber  the  resident  members  it  would  be  in  order 
to  change  the  name  and  organization  of  the  society,  and  en- 
large its  plans  and  field  of  work."  It  was  voted,  however, 
that  a  committee  of  these  resident  members  be  appointed  to 
consider  Mr.  Thomson's  suggestions  and  report  at  a  similar 
meeting,  to  be  held  in  connection  with  the  next  conference  of 
the  American  Library  Association.  The  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, and  at  a  meeting  held  at  the  Magnolia  conference  of 
the  American  Library  Association,  June  18,  1902,  this 
committee  rendered  a  report,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
summary. 

After  endorsing  the  opinion  expressed  at  Waukesha,  as 
given  above,  the  committee  reported  that  a  circular  letter  had 
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been  sent  to  all  members  of  the  Chicago  society,  and  to  a 
large  number  of  other  persons  interested  in  bibliographical 
work,  requesting  a  statement  of  views  upon  the  question  of 
organizing  a  national  bibliographical  society.  Among  the 
eighty-seven  replies  received  there  was  none  directly  opposed 
to  the  idea,  though  much  difference  of  opinion  was  manifested 
regarding  details.  The  decisive  proportion  of  seventy-seven 
per  cent,  opposed  immediate  organization,  and  thought  that 
the  national  body  should  come  as  an  expansion  of  the  Chi- 
cago society,  while  five  and  one-half  per  cent,  favored  imme- 
diate organization.  Seven  correspondents  believed  that  a 
national  bibliographical  enterprise  should  be  affiliated  with  the 
American  Library  Association,  while  others,  approving  the 
general  project,  were  non-committal  as  to  the  subsidiary  ques- 
tions proposed. 

At  this  meeting,  also.  Prof.  Azariah  S.  Root,  librarian  of 
Oberlin  College,  read  a  thoughtful  and  carefully  prepared 
paper  on  **The  Scope  of  an  American  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety," and  Mr.  John  Thomson  again  addressed  the  society 
on  **A  suggested  plan  for  an  American  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety," which  embodied  a  proposal  for  a  national  association 
having  headquarters  at  Washington,  with  branches  at  various 
points,  and  a  headquarters  staff,  consisting  of  a  managing 
director,  with  competent  assistants.  The  discussion  which 
followed  proved  the  interest  which  the  subject  had  awakened 
in  the  minds  of  all  present,  and  brought  out  a  number  of  sug- 
gestions. Action  was  finally  taken  in  the  form  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

** Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  by  the 
chair  to  draft  rules  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
American  Bibliographical  Society,  and  to  devise  a  plan  for 
carrying  out  the  same,  and  that  the  power  to  act  and  organize 
such  a  bibliographical  society  be  entrusted  to  that  commit- 
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tee,  it  being  deliberately  recorded  that  all  steps  taken  during 
the  current  year  shall  be  tentative  only,  with  a  view  to  the 
reconsideration  and  better  adaptation  of  the  ends  to  the  means 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  American  Library  Association,  and 
that  the  committee  confer  with  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
American  Library  Association  and  the  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety of  Chicago  to  bring  about  the  accomplishment  of  this 
project.'* 

The  chairman  thereupon  appointed  as  members  of  this 
committee  Messrs.  John  Thomson,  Philadelphia,  Wilber- 
force  Eames,  New  York,  and  William  Coolidge  Lane,  Cam- 
bridge. 

The  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago  was  now  three 
years  old,  and  had  amply  proven  its  title  to  consideration. 
With  a  membership,  in  1902,  of  over  one  himdred,  divided 
almost  equally  between  residents  of  Chicago  and  non-resi- 
dents, and  with  three  attractive  Year  Books  and  two  other 
publications  of  value  issued  under  its  imprint,  the  society  had 
come  measurably  near  to  fulfilling  the  conditions  suggested  at 
Waukesha.  When,  therefore,  it  met  again  at  the  Niagara 
Falls  conference  of  the  American  Library  Association,  in 
June,  1903,  it  was  felt  by  many  that  the  time  to  expand  had 
arrived,  and,  in  his  opening  address,  the  president,  Mr. 
Josephson,  expressed  the  hope  that  the  proposition  to  form  a 
national,  or  even  a  continental,  organization  might  meet  with 
approval.  The  report  of  the  committee  appointed  at  Mag- 
nolia was,  however,  still  conditional  in  its  recommendations, 
and  merely  suggested  that  "in  the  formation  of  a  national 
bibliographical  society,  which  might  be  called  the  American 
Bibliographical  Society,  the  Chicago  society  should  invite 
very  widely  the  co-operation  of  book  collectors  and  scholars 
generally,  in  order  to  give  the  new  society  a  more  represen- 
tative character  at  the  start.*'    It  was  also  recommended  that 
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the  organization  of  the  new  society  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago.  The  adoption,  without 
dissent,  of  this  report  was  accepted  by  the  officers  of  the  local 
body  as  authority  to  proceed  with  the  organization  of  a  na- 
tional society  along  the  lines  indicated,  and  during  the  fall 
and  winter  of  1 903-04  they  took  steps  toward  that  end.  A 
circular,  inviting  to  membership  in  the  new  society,  and  in- 
cluding a  draft  of  a  proposed  constitution,  was  mailed  to 
scholars,  bibliographers,  librarians  and  others,  and  produced 
a  most  encouraging  number  of  favorable  responses.  From  the 
provisional  membership  thus  created  a  committee  on  organ- 
ization was  nominated,  and  elected  by  correspondence  vote, 
and  this  committee,  of  which  Mr.  Worthington  C.  Ford  was 
chairman  and  Mr.  George  Watson  Cole,  secretary,  met  in 
New  York  and  took  up  the  task  of  permanent  organization. 
After  considering  the  proposed  constitution  submitted  by  the 
council  of  the  Chicago  society,  and  making  certain  modifica- 
tions, the  committee  drew  up  nominations  for  permanent 
officers,  and  the  names  of  these,  on  a  printed  ballot,  accom- 
panied by  a  full  report  of  the  committee's  action,  were  sub- 
mitted to  the  members.  The  result  of  the  election  was  de- 
clared at  the  meeting  held  in  St.  Louis,  October  18,  1904. 
This  meeting  marks  the  beginning  of  the  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety of  America.  Its  first  business  was  to  ratify  the  action 
of  the  organization  committee,  carrying  with  it  the  formal 
adoption  of  a  constitution  and  confirmation  of  the  officers  al- 
ready chosen  by  mail.  The  full  report  of  the  proceedings  is 
found  in  the  following  pages,  and  the  present  sketch  ends 
with  the  St.  Louis  meeting,  leaving  to  this  volume  and,  it 
is  hoped,  to  its  successors  for  many  years  to  come,  the  task  of 
recording  the  history  of  the  activities  and  prosperity  of  the 
society  since  its  organization,  accomplished  so  auspiciously 
just  one  year  ago. 
September  15,   1905. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE   ORGANIZATION    MEETING 
HELD  IN  ST.  LOUIS  OCTOBER  18.  IN  CONNEC- 
TION   WITH    THE    CONFERENCE    OF 
LIBRARIANS.  OCTOBER  19.  1904 

(Reprinted  in  part  (rom  the  Proceedings  oi  the  G>n(erence  of  Librarians.) 


MR.  G.  W.  COLE,  secre- 
tary-treasurer of  the  Or- 
ganization Committee,  presented 
the  report  of  that  committee,  and 
submitted  a  draft  of  the  proposed 
constitution  euid  a  list  of  perman- 
ent officers,  which  had  been  voted 
on  and  ratified  by  over  sixty 
members.  Mr.  W.  C.  Lane, 
who  had  been  designated  as 
president,  then  took  the  chair. 
The  proposed  constitution  was 
discussed  section  by  section, 
amended,  and,  finally,  adopted 
as  a  whole.  Mr.  Herbert  Put- 
nam then  offered  a  resolution  that 
the  society  proceed  to  the  election 
of  permanent  officers,  and  that 
the  officers  designated  on  the 
printed  ballot,  together  with  Mr. 
A.  G.  S.  Josephson,  in  lieu  of 
"the  last  ex-president,"  be  de- 
clared elected.  The  resolution 
being  seconded,  it  was  passed, 
and  the  officers  declared  elected. 
The  election  of  a  librarian,  as 
provided  in  the  amended  Section 
3  of  the  constitution,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  council  with  power 
to  act. 

The  question  of  the  incorpora- 
tion of  die  society  was  discussed 
and  referred  to  the  council  for 


consideration   and  report  at  the 
next  annual  meeting. 

A  general  discussion  followed 
in  regard  to  the  work  to  be 
undertaken  by  the  society.  The 
president  pointed  out  that  certain 
bibliographical  fields  are  already 
provided  for.  The  Carnegie  In- 
stitution already  carries  on  some 
work  of  that  kind,  having  revived 
the  Index  Medicus,  and  taken  up 
a  current  bibliography  of  Amer- 
ican history;  the  American  Li- 
brary Association  Publishing 
Board  issue  special  guides  to 
reading,  an  Index  to  essays,  etc., 
and  their  work  will  be  well  car- 
ried on,  as  they  have  a  special 
endowment  fund  of  $100,000. 
Printing  societies  have  their  own 
field,  and  are  doing  good  work, 
and  the  American  Historical  As- 
sociation has  issued  historical  bib- 
liographies. There  is  one  field 
that  remains  open:  a  bibliograph- 
ical periodical  is  possible  since 
"The  Bibliographer"  has  been 
suspended;  this  want  the  society 
might  attempt  to  fill.  He  also 
suggested  that  the  society  must 
be  made  useful  and  interesting, 
not  only  to  librarians,  but  to  book- 
lovers  of  all  kinds,   writers,   col- 
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lectors  and  booksellers.  Mr.  C. 
W.  Andrews  suggested  that  the 
society  might  undertake  the  de- 
scription and  valuation  of  special 
bibliographies;  or  this  might  fur- 
nish useful  work  for  individual 
members  of  the  society. 

Miss  Mabel  Mcllvaine  called 
attention  to  the  indexing  of  biblio- 
graphical periodicals  which  had 
been  begun  by  the  Chicago  so- 
ciety. Mr.  W.  Beer  thought 
that  a  list  of  bibliographical  pe- 
riodicals might  be  taken  up  as  the 
first  work  of  the  society.  Mr.  A. 
G.  S.  Josephson  wanted  the  so- 
ciety to  take  up  the  propaganda 
for  the  establishment  of  a  biblio- 
graphical institute.  The  president 
remarked  that  a  new  list  of  special 
collections  in  American  libraries 
might  be  undertaken;  it  should 
be  arranged  by  subjects. 


Mr.  C.  S.  Kates  recommended 
a  list  of  incunabula  in  American 
libraries.  Such  a  list  was  started 
by  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia. We  rested  from  our 
labors  with  the  thought  that  it 
might  be  taken  up  by  the  Chi- 
cago Bibliographical  Society.  It 
ought  to  be  taken  up  and  carried 
on  to  completion. 

The  president  raised  the  ques- 
tion as  to  when  the  annual  meet- 
ings should  be  held,  suggesting 
that  they  might  be  held  with  the 
American  Library  Association, 
or  semi-annually,  one  in  the  sum- 
mer and  another  in  the  winter. 
On  motion,  the  matter  was  re- 
ferred to  the  council  with  power 
to  act.  The  society  then  ad- 
journed, subject  to  a  call  of  the 
council. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE   FIRST    MEETING    OF  THE 
SOCIETY 


Portland,  Oregon,  July  6,   1905. 


THE  meeting  was  called  to 
order  in  the  parlor  of  the 
Portland  Hotel  at  2 :30  p.  m.  by 
Treasurer  C.  B.  Roden,  who 
stated  that  he  was  doing  so  at  the 
request  of  Vice-President  Put- 
nam, who  would  be  late  in  reach- 
ing the  meeting. 

In  the  absence  of  the  secretary, 
Samuel  H.  Ranck  was  appointed 
secretary  pro  tem. 

The    following    papers    were 


presented,  and  on  motion  they 
were  read  by  title: 

*'The  Bibliography  of  Amer- 
ican Music,"  by  O.  G.  Sonneck. 

"The  Need  of  Bibliographies 
in  Literary  History,'*  by  Eleanor 
P.  Hammond. 

"The  1516  Edition  of  John 
de  Gaddesden's  *Rosa  Ang- 
lica,'  "  by  B.  A.  Finney. 

The  Treasurer  then  submitted 
his  annual  report,  as  follows: 
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ASSETS 

1 18  membership  fees,  at  $3.00  each $354.00 

1  membership  fee.  at  $5.00  (Worthington  C. 

Ford)    5.00 

I   life  membership  (James    H.    Hyde,    New 

York) 50.00 

$409.00 
Postage  stamps  on  hand 1 .60 

$410.60 

EXPENSES 

Jan.    10,    1905,  M.  A.  Fountain,  printing...    $   7.50 
Jan.    19,   1905.  Gillis  Press,  N.Y.,  printing...     20.00 
Feb.     1,    1905.  C.  B.  Roden.  postage  stamps  .      10.00 
Feb.  10,    1905,  C.  A.  Nelson,  secretary's   ex- 
penses         6.00 

Feb.  1  1,    1905,  Charles  Scribner's  Sons 2.50 

Feb.  21.  1 905.  Freight  and  cartage  (2  bills) . .  2.55 
Mar.  25,  1 905,  McAuIiffe  &  Booth,  N.  Y. .  .  1 .75 
May     4,    1905,  C.  A.  Nelson,  expenses 85 

$  51.15 


Balance  June  1,  1905 $359.45 

Respectfully  submitted, 
Chicago,  June  12,  1905.  C.  B.  RODEN. 

Approved: 

J.  V.  CHENEY. 

Member  Committee  on  Audit. 
Chicago,  June  15,  1905. 

Voted    that    the    election    of  American  Historical  Association, 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year  be  The   society  then   voted  to   ad- 
postponed  till  the  meeting  to  be  journ,   to   meet  in   Baltimore   in 
held  in  December  in  connection  December, 
with  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
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MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL,  OCTOBER  20.  1904 


THE  meeting  was  called  to 
order  by  President  Lane; 
Messrs.  Lane,  Josephson,  Thom- 
son, Legler,  Putnam  and 
Thwaites  were  present.  Vice- 
President  Thwaites  was  elected 
secretary  pro  tem. 

Mr.  Wilberforce  Eames  of  the 
Lenox  branch  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library  was  elected  li- 
brarian of  the  society. 

Informal  discussion  ensued 
upon  various  subjects  which  had 
been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  council:  A  proposed  biblio- 
graphical journal,  the  continuance 
of  Sabin,  a  bibliographical  hand- 
book, a  new  edition  of  the  Har- 
vard University  List  of  special 
collections  in  American  libraries, 
and  Mr.  Thomson's  List  of  in- 
cunabula in  American  libraries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legler,  it 
was  voted  that  the  establishment 
of  a  journal  representing  this  as- 
sociation be  referred  to  a  select 
committee,  consisting  of  the  presi- 
dent and  librarian,  with  power  to 
act. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson, 
the  publication  of  a  List  of  In- 
cunabula in  American  libraries 
was  decided  upon  as  the  society's 


first  publication;  the  preparation 
and  printing  thereof  being  left  to 
a  select  committee,  consisting  of 
Messrs.  Thomson  and  Harris. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thwaites, 
it  was  voted  that  the  secretary  of 
the  society  be  requested  to  carry 
out  by  correspondence  a  plan  for 
the  preparation  and  circulation  of 
printed  catalogue  cards  for  biblio- 
graphical serials,  and  in  this  way 
continue  the  work  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  Chicago. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legler,  it 
was  voted  that  the  president  be 
empowered  to  name  a  committee 
of  two  to  draft  by-laws,  said  com- 
mittee to  correspond  with  mem- 
bers of  the  council  for  suggestions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson,  it 
was  voted  that  the  secretary  of 
the  society  constitute  a  committee 
of  one  to  draft  a  circular  to  mem- 
bers, explaining  the  objects  of  the 
organization,  with  the  view  of  in- 
creasing the  membership  list. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Josephson,  it 
was  voted  that  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  society  be  held  in  con- 
nection with  the  annual  con- 
ferences of  the  American  Library 
Association. 
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MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  APRIL  28.  1905- 


A  MEETING  of  the  Council 
of  the  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety of  America  was  held  at  Earl 
Hall,  Columbia  University,  New 
York  City,  April  28,  1905. 
Present:  Messrs.  Lane,  Eames, 
Harris.  Thomson  and  Nelson. 
The  secretary  reported  that  about 
seven  hundred  circulars  and 
copies  of  the  constitution  had 
been  sent  out,  but  the  returns  in 
the  form  of  applications  for  mem- 
bership had  been  very  few. 

The  report  of  the  treasurer, 
dated  April  25.  1905.  showing 
a  balance  of  $348.35.  was  re- 
ceived, read  and  accepted. 

A  report  from  the  committee 
appointed  to  draft  by-laws  was 
received,  considered  section  by 
section,  amended  and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson, 
the  president  and  secretary  were 
authorized  on  behalf  of  the  coun- 
cil to  approve  applications  for 
membership. 

Mr.  Eames  made  a  statement 
regarding  the  status  of  the  ma- 
terial for  the  continuation  of 
Joseph  Sabin's  "Dictionary  of 
Books  Relating  to  America." 
volumes  fourteen  to  twenty  of 
which  were  edited  by  him. 
About  two  yea^s,  he  thought, 
would  be  required  to  complete 
preparation  for  the  printer.  The 
returns    from    subscriptions    just 


about  meet  the  expense  of  print- 
ing, which  is  undertaken  by  Mr. 
Sabin's  son.  On  motion  of  Mr. 
Harris,  voted:  That  the  president 
and  secretary  be  empowered  to 
present  a  memorial  bringing  the 
attention  of  the  Committee  on 
Bibliography  of  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitution of  Washington  to  the 
importance  of  the  completion  of 
Sabin,  and  to  secure  the  endorse- 
ment of  librarians  in  the  same 
direction. 

Mr.  Oscar  G.  T.  Sonneck's 
bibliographical  contribution  to 
the  history  of  secular  music  in  the 
United  States  was  referred  to  by 
Mr.  Eames,  and  the  attention  of 
the  council  was  called  to  the 
same,  as  published  in  the  "Quart- 
erly Magazine  of  the  International 
Musical  Society." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomson, 
the  question  of  printing  a  Year 
Book  with  two  or  more  con- 
tributed papers  was  recommended 
to  the  consideration  of  the  Pub- 
lication Committee. 

Mr.  Thomson  stated  that  the 
Special  Committee  on  the  List  of 
Incunabula  would  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  manuscript  of  this 
publication  as  soon  as  possible  for 
action.  The  president  appointed 
Mr.  Clarence  Sears  Kates  an  ad- 
ditional member  of  this  com- 
mittee. 


30 


Bibliographical  Society  of  America 


Voted:  That  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  society  be  held  at  Chi- 
cago,^ at  a  time  convenient  for 
the  members  intending  to  attend 
the  meeting  of  the  American 
Library  Association,  in  July,  at 
Portland,  Oregon. 

The  question  of  continuing  the 
publication  of  the  printed  cata- 
logue cards  for  bibliographical 
serials  was  taken  up,  and  the 
secretary  presented  the  reports  re- 
ceived from  Miss  Nina  E. 
Browne  and  from  Mr.  Josephson. 
Mr.  V.  H.  Paltsits  was  added  to 
the  committee,  and  it  was  recom- 
mended that  the  work  be  started 
as  soon  as  possible. 

I  As  this  was  found  to  be  im- 
practicable the  council  voted,  by  corre- 
spondence, that  the  meeting  be  held 
at  Portland,  Ore.,  in  July. 


The  president  presented  a 
communication  from  the  Chicago 
Chapter  notifying  the  council  of 
its  establishment  and  organization. 

Mr.  Eames,  librarian,  reported 
that  the  library  of  the  society  had 
been  received  from  Chicago  and 
was  now  in  his  possession. 

Bills  for  stationery,  printing 
and  postage  were  approved  and 
ordered  paid  by  the  treasurer. 

Six  new  members  were  recom- 
mended and  approved. 

The  president  named  the  fol- 
lowing committees  for  the  Chicago 
meeting : 

Program  Committee:  Joseph- 
son,  F.  I.  Carpenter,  Roden. 
Local  Committee:  J.  W.  Thomp- 
son, Mabel  Mcllvaine,  Hild. 

Council  adjourned  at  4  p.  m. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  DECEMBER  27,  1905 


A  MEETING  of  the  Council 
of  the  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety of  America  was  held  at 
Baltimore,  Md.,  on  Wednesday, 
Dec.  27,  1905,  at  3  p.  m.,  in 
room  1 9,  McCoy  Hall,  Johns 
Hopkins  University.  Messrs. 
Lane,  Legler,  Putman,  Thom- 
son, Thwaites  and  Nelson  were 
present;  President  W.  C.  Lane 
in  the  chair.  The  minutes  of 
the  meeting  of  April   28   were 


read  and  approved.  TTie  treas- 
urer's report  was  read  for  in- 
formation. 

Invitations  from  the  Econom- 
ics-History-Political Science  As- 
sociation of  the  University  of 
Wisconsin  and  from  the  State 
Historical  Society  of  Wis- 
consin were  presented  by  the 
president,  asking  that  the  society 
meet  at  Madison,  Wis.,  the  last 
week   in    December,    1907;    on 
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motion  of  Mr.  Putnam  these  in- 
vitations were  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

The  secretary  reported  pro- 
gress on  the  printing  of  volume 
I,  part  I  of  the  Proceedings  and 
papers,  the  title  selected  in  place 
of  that  of  Year  Book.  A  general 
discussion  followed  on  what 
other  publications  might  be  un- 
dertaken by  the  society.  On 
motion  of  Mr.  Putnam,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Legler,  it  was 
Voted:  That  the  Publication 
Committee  be  authorized  to  in- 
clude in  part  I  of  volume  I  of  the 
Proceedings  and  papers  the  pro- 
ceedings and  papers  of  this 
annual  meeting,  provided  the  ad- 
ditional expense  be  not  greater 
than  $125. 

Mr.  Thomson  read  the  report 
from  the  Committee  on  Incuna- 
bula to  be  presented  to  the  so- 
ciety at  its  annual  meeting,  sub- 
mitting specimens  of  the  pro- 
posed method  of  printing  titles 
and  of  facsimiles.  Mr.  Thomson 
thought  that  the  expense  involved 
would  prevent  making  the  pro- 
posed catalog  one  of  the  regular 
publications  of  the  society  and 
this  expense  would  have  to  be 
supplied  by  subscriptions  from 
libraries  and  individuals  inter- 
ested. 

Mr.  Putnam  suggested  that 
an  inquiry  should  be  made  by 
sending  out  a   circular  with  an 


announcement  of  the  scope  of 
the  work,  the  size  of  the  unit  of 
publication  and  the  cost  of  each 
unit.  After  a  lengthy  discussion 
of  the  matter  it  was  Voted: 
That  the  Committee  on  Incun- 
abula be  authorized  to  issue  a 
circular  to  ascertain  if  the  under- 
taking recommended  in  their  re- 
port meets  with  sufficient  en- 
couragement to  warrant  the  so- 
ciety in  beginning  its  publication. 

The  secretary  presented  a 
statement  explaining  why  the 
committee  on  Index  to  biblio- 
graphical serials  had  failed  as  yet 
to  arrange  for  its  continuation. 
He  also  reported  that  in 
September  a  conference  was 
held  at  the  residence  of  Mr. 
Clarence  S.  Kates  in  Frazer, 
Penn.,  between  the  Incunabula 
Committee  and  the  Publication 
Committee,  at  which  it  was  de- 
cided to  recommend  the  issue  of 
a  series  of  facsimile  plates  of 
Fifteenth  Century  printing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legler,  it 
was  Voted:  That  the  price  of 
volume  I,  part  I,  of  the  Proceed- 
ings and  papers  be  fixed  at  $2 
each  for  copies  remaining  after 
members  of  record  are  supplied, 
and  that  they  be  sold  only  to 
new  members. 

Adjourned  at  5.30  p.  m. 
C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Secretary. 
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FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING  OF  THE  SOCIETY.  DECEM- 
BER 28.  1905. 


THE  first  annual  meeting  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society 
of  America  was  held  in  Baltimore 
in  connection  with  the  meetings 
of  the  American  Historical  As- 
sociation, the  American  Econom- 
ic Association  and  the  Ameri- 
can Political  Science  Association, 
on  Dec.  28.  1905.  With  these 
older  organizations  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  shared  the  gen- 
erous hospitality  of  Johns  Hop- 
kins University  and  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Baltimore.  The  first 
session  was  called  to  order  by 
the  president.  William  C.  Lane, 
in  Levering  Hall  at  1 0.40  on  the 
morning  of  the  28th.  Provost 
Uhler,  of  the  Peabody  Institute, 
made  a  brief  and  cordial  address 
of  welcome  on  behalf  of  the  li- 
brarians of  Baltimore,  who  were 
present  in  force.  The  president 
then  read  his  annual  address  in 
which  he  explained  the  circum- 
stances which  caused  the  first 
annual  meeting  to  be  held  so 
much  later  than  was  originally 
intended  and  not  in  connection 
with  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation, as  future  meetings  will 
doubtless  be.  President  Lane 
sketched  the  history  of  the  so- 
ciety and  noted  possible  lines  of 
work  which  it  might  take  up. 


The  report  of  the  Council 
was  given  by  the  secretary.  C. 
Alexander  Nelson.  The  chief 
items  were  the  adoption  of  by- 
laws, which  were  read  in  full; 
discussion  of  the  publication  of 
the  proposed  list  of  incunabula; 
and  the  announcement  of  the 
publication  of  the  first  volume 
of  Proceedings,  designed  to  in- 
clude the  papers  which  were  of- 
fered in  July,  as  well  as  those 
read  in  Baltimore.  Mr.  Nelson 
also  reported  the  organization  of 
the  Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Bib- 
liographical Society. 

The  Treasurer's  report  showed 
the  very  satisfactory  balance  of 
$437  in  the  treasury.  $100  of 
this  sum  results  from  two  life 
memberships  received  during  the 
year.  A  third  life  membership 
fee  was  received  after  the  Treas- 
urer's report  was  made  up. 
The  election  of  officers  was  by 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members 
present  deferred  until  the  annual 
meeting  in  June,  the  present  of- 
ficers thus  holding  over  until  that 
time. 

Mr.  John  Thomson  presented 
the  report  of  the  conmiittee  on 
the  proposed  List  of  incunabula. 
His  main  contention  was  for  an 
exceedingly    full    description    of 
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each  title  and  copy,  with  all 
needed  tables  and  indexes. 
These,  he  thought,  should  be 
published  in  semi-annual  parts 
with  100  titles  in  each  part,  and 
cumulated  tables.  Mr.  Thomson 
had  prepared  and  caused  to  be 
printed  a  sample  list  of  fifty  titles 
with  the  six  tables  he  proposed 
and  five  facsimiles  of  pages. 
These  he  submitted  for  dis- 
cussion and  criticism.  He  said 
that  descriptions  of  over  2,000 
titles  are  already  in  the  commit- 
tee's hands,and  that  many  more 
could  be  secured.  It  was  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  to  issue 
a  prospectus  inviting  susbcrip- 
tions  to  the  list  when  published, 
with  the  understanding  that  it 
should  not  be  furnished  free  to 
members. 

Considerable  discussion  of  this 
report  followed.  Mr.  Paltsits 
called  attention  to  the  modern 
methods  of  cataloging  incuna- 
bula and  to  the  scheme  proposed 
in  Germany  with  governmental 
support  for  an  international  cata- 
log of  the  same.  Dr.  Richard- 
son endorsed  the  remarks  of  Mr. 
Paltsits  and  suggested  that  the 
work  should  be  very  carefully 
considered  on  modern  lines  of 
editing  before  publication  was 
commenced. 

Mr.  Beer  advocated  a  simple, 
short  title  list  showing  what  in- 
cunabula there  are  in  American 
libraries:  he  also  advocated  the 


publication  of  a  periodical  list  of 
the  contents  of  all  bibliographical 
periodicals,  to  be  issued  each 
month. 

President  Lane  expressed  the 
hope  that,  whatever  might  be  the 
result  as  to  the  committee's 
scheme  for  a  catalog  of  incuna- 
bula with  facsimiles,  the  society 
would  not  give  up  the  publica- 
tion of  a  simple  check  list  show- 
ing where  incunabula  are  to  be 
found  in  America.  No  action 
was  taken  on  the  report,  it  being 
in  the  nature  of  a  preliminary 
discussion  rather  than  a  final  re- 
port of  plans. 

The  following  resolutions 
were  passed:  Voted,  That  the 
society  request  the  council  to 
consider  the  subject  of  having 
the  society  incorporated,  and  if 
it  is  deemed  desirable  that  the 
council  take  the  necessary  steps 
to    secure   incorporation. 

Voted,  That  in  the  publica- 
tions of  the  society  a  note  be  in- 
serted to  the  effect  that  the 
society  does  not  hold  itself  re- 
sponsible for  opinions  expressed 
by  its  contributors. 

Prof.  Alfred  L.  P.  Dennis, 
of  the  University  of  Wisconsin 
then  read  a  paper  on  "European 
histories  of  the  Turks  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  cen- 
turies," after  which  the  society 
adjourned  until  the  afternoon. 

The  afternoon  session  was 
called   to  order  at   3.40  p.   m. 
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The  secretary  read  the  paper  of 
Mr.  J.  C.  Bay  on  "Contribu- 
tions to  the  theory  and  history 
of  botanical  bibliography."  Presi- 
dent Lane  announced  the  prep- 
aration of  a  bibliography  of 
forestry  at  the  Arnold  Arbore- 
tum; he  then  read  Mr.  A.  G.  S. 
Josephson's  paper:  "/n  re  a 
Bibliographical  Institute/'  which 
closed  with  the  following  mo- 
tion: "That  the  council  of  the 
society  be  asked  to  take  steps 
toward  securing  a  grant  for  pre- 
paratory and  experimental  work 
preliminary  to  establishing  a  Bib- 
liographical Institute." 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hastings  seconded 
the  motion  and  said  that  he  had 
found  from  personal  experience 
the  need  of  such  an  institute.  A 
general  discussion  followed  in 
which  W.  J.  James.  T.  W. 
Koch,  H.  E.  Legler  and  others 
joined.  Mr.  Legler  suggested  an 
amendment  to  Mr.  Josephson*s 
resolution  which  would  not  com- 
mit the  society  to  so  definite  an 
endorsement  of  the  establishment 
of  an  institute. 


On  motion  of  the  secretary  it 
was  Voted,  That  Mr.  Joseph- 
son's  paper  and  appended  reso- 
lution be  referred  to  the  council 
for  consideration,  to  be  reported 
on  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

Mr.  Hastings  then  read  Mr. 
C.  H.  Lincoln's  paper  on  "Ma- 
terial in  the  Library  of  Congress 
for  a  study  of  United  States 
naval  history." 

On  motion  of  T.  W.  Koch 
it  was  Voted,  That  the  thanks 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America  be  and  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  the  Johns  Hopkins  Uni- 
versity for  courtesies  extended  in 
connection  with  this,  the  first 
annual  meeting,  and  also  to  Mr. 
Theo.  Marburg  and  to  the  Rt. 
Rev.  Bishop  and  Mrs.  Paret  for 
their  kind  hospitality. 

A  notice  from  the  Chicago 
branch  in  regard  to  the  publica- 
tions of  the  Chicago  Biblio- 
graphical Society  was  read  by 
the  president.  The  society  then 
adjourned,  to  meet  in  connection 
with  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation in  June,   1906. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  FOR  THE  YEAR  1905 

CR.  136  membership  fees.  $3.00  each  .  .$408  00 

1  membership  fee,  $5.00  (W.  C. 

Ford) 5  00 

2  life    membership    fees,    $50.00 

each     100  00 

513  00 
Postage  stamps  on  hand  .  .  92 

$513  92 

DR.  Jan.     10.  1905,  M.  A.  Fountain,  printing  $  7  50 

Jan.    19.     •*      Gilliss  Press,  N.  Y.,  ptg.  20  00 
Feb.      1,     "      C.    B.    Roden,    postage 

stamps      10  00 

Feb.    10,     "      C.  A.  Nelson,  Secretary's 

expenses     6  00 

Feb.    11,     *'      Chas.  Scribner's  Sons..  2  50 
Feb.  21,     **      Freight    &    cartage     (2 

bills)      2  55 

Mar.  25.     "    McAliffe  &  Booth.  N.Y.  1    75 

May     4.     "     C.  A.  Nelson    85 

Dec.    16,     "     C.  A.  Nelson 10  41 

Geo.    Watson    Cole,    or- 
ganization  expenses     ...  1 5  00 

$76  56 

Balance  in  hand,  Dec,.  22,  1 905,  $437  36 

CARL  B.  RODEN,  Treas. 

Chicago,  Dec.  22,  1905. 
Approved,  Dec.  72,  1905. 

J.  V.  CHENEY, 

MABEL  MCILVAINE, 

Committee  on  Audit. 
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REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  LIST  OF  INCUNABULA 


THE  Committee  on  Incuna- 
bula have  carefully  con- 
sidered the  questions  referred  to 
them,  and  beg  to  report  that,  in 
their  judgment,  it  seems  that  it 
would  be  best  that  the  List 
should  be  made  a  document  ab- 
solutely complete  in  itself,  and 
stating  in  what  libraries  copies 
of  the  Incunabula  described  can 
be  found,  giving  the  description 
of  each  work  in  full  with  a  note 
that  other  or  similar  (where  the 
fact  is  so)  descriptions  of  the 
book  will  also  be  found  in  Hain, 
Copinger,  Proctor,  etc.,  etc., 
giving  the  reference  to  those 
several  books.  It  is  recom- 
mended that  it  be  made  an  ab- 
solutely complete  and  independ- 
ent List,  not  necessarily  requir- 
ing consultation  with  or  use  of 
other  lists  of  Incunabula.  It 
would  seem  possible  to  publish 
this  in  sections,  say  of  one  hun- 
dred books  half  yearly.  A  speci- 
men of  fifty  such  books  as  they 
would  be  printed  in  such  a  List 
is  submitted  with  this  Report. 
This  specimen  consists  first,  of 
the  full  description  of  the  In- 
cunabula, followed  by  a  series 
of  tables  showing  (a)  which 
books  are  in  Hain,  given  seriatim 
according  to  their  number  in  that 
work.  Then  (b)  a  list  of  the 
books  not  in  Hain;  then  (c)  a 
list   of   the   towns   or   places   in 


which  the  books  were  printed; 
then  (d)  a  list  of  the  printers; 
then  (e)  a  list  of  the  books  ar- 
ranged chronologically  according 
to  their  dates;  lastly,  (f)  a  list 
of  such  books  as  to  which  no 
place,  printer  or  date  has  been 
assigned.  Possibly  this  List  can 
be  printed  commencing  a  new 
page  with  the  description  of  each 
work.  If  this  is  done,  the  pages 
can  be  arranged,  from  time  to 
time,  in  card  catalogue  fashion, 
as  each  new  section  of  the  List 
is  published. 

The  commitee  append  a  re- 
port on  the  number  of  titles  re- 
ceived of  books  owned  in  Ameri- 
ca. This  shows  that  the  Com- 
mittee has,  at  present,  detailed 
particulars  of  two  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  eighty^eight  titles, 
and  they  are  able  to  add  one 
hundred  and  eighty-eight  titles, 
included  in  this  list,  of  books 
owned  by  the  College  of  Physi- 
cians in  Philadelphia,  besides 
several  hundred  more  promised 
by  various  donors.  Of  course, 
as  the  work  progresses,  de- 
scriptions and  notices  of  a  large 
number  of  books  not  now  de- 
scribed will  be  obtained  by  the 
Committee.  The  Committee 
have  in  hand,  at  the  present 
moment,  omitting  duplicates,  at 
least  two  thousand  titles  and 
could  easily  accumulate  as  many 


Proceedings 


37 


more,  so  that  if  printed  in  sec- 
tions they  have  abundant  ma- 
terial for  a  considerable  period. 
The  Committee  recommend  that 
where  duplicate  copies  are  in 
various  libraries,  it  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  state  at  the  end  of  each 
note,  copies  will  also  be  found  in 
such  and  such  libraries,  naming 
them,  but  noting  all  variations. 
Thus  where  any  differences  in 
any  of  these  duplicate  copies  are 
found  the  particulars  of  variation 
would  be  mentioned  at  the  foot 
of  the  section  dealing  with  that 
particular  work. 

One  further  important  sugges- 
tion is  that   in   addition   to   this 
December  26.  1905. 


List,  facsimiles  of  some  of  the 
most  important  of  the  Incuna- 
bula should  be  furnished  printed 
much  in  the  way  of  the  WooUey 
Fac-Similes.  The  Committee 
have  had  prepared  specimens  of 
five  such  Incunabula  as,  in  their 
judgment,  seem  proper  to  be  dis- 
tinguished by  accompanying  fac- 
similes. It  will  be  understood 
that  these  facsimiles  are  photo- 
graphic platinotpyes  only.  The 
red  letters  and  red  addition, 
where  such  exist,  will,  of  course, 
have  to  be  made  by  a  separate 


process. 


John  Thomson, 
Clarence   S.    Kates. 


THE  CHICAGO  CHAPTER  OF  THE  BIBLIO- 
GRAPHICAL SOCIETY  OF  AMERICA 

MINUTES  OF  ORGANIZATION  MEETING, 
JANUARY  26,  1905 


A  MEETING  to  organize  a 
local  chapter  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America  was 
held  at  the  John  Crerar  Library, 
Chicago,  January  26th.  Mr.  Jo- 
sephson  called  the  meeting  to  or- 
der. Announcement  was  made 
of  the  termination  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  Chicago, 
and  the  minutes  of  the  council 


meeting  of  November  22nd  were 
read,  as  follows: 

"Meeting  of  the  council,  No- 
vember 22,  1904.  Present: 
Messrs.  Josephson,  Roden,  Hild, 
Brown.  It  was  decided  to  offer 
to  all  members  of  the  Bibliograph- 
ical Society  of  Chicago  in  good 
standing  copies  of  all  the  publi- 
cations except  the  first  Year  Book 


38 


Bibliographical  Society  of  America 


and  the  'Bibliography  of  Biblio- 
graphies'; to  send  to  all  members 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America  who  are  not  members 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
Chicago  one  copy  of  the  last 
Year  Book,  and  to  deposit  the 
remaining  publications  of  the  So- 
ciety in  the  Chicago  branch  of  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Amer- 
ica. The  archives  of  the  society 
are  to  be  deposited  in  the  Chicago 
branch,  together  with  one  set 
(two  cards  of  each)  of  analytical 
cards  for  bibliographical  serials. 
The  library  of  the  society,  includ- 
ing the  Library  of  Congress  cards 
on  bibliography  and  the  remain- 
ing analytical  cards  for  biblio- 
graphical serials,  are  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety of  America.  It  was  de- 
cided to  call  a  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  members  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America 
some  time  in  January,   1905,  to 


consider  the  organization  of  a 
branch.  It  was  voted  to  instruct 
the  Executive  Committee  to  com- 
pile the  proposed  by-laws  of  the 
Chicago  branch  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America  for 
consideration  at  the  January  meet- 
ing." The  by-laws  of  the  local 
chapter,  as  compiled  by  the  Ex- 
ecutive Committee,  were  amend- 
ed and  adopted. 

A  motion  to  amend  Section  4 
by  substituting  "three  other  mem- 
bers" for  "one  other  member" 
was  laid  on  the  table  until  the 
annual  meeting  in  April.  The 
Executive  Committee  for  the  local 
chapter  was  elected  as  follows: 
Chairman,  A.  G.  S.  Josephson; 
secretary,  C.  H.  Brown,  and  C. 
B.  Roden  as  the  third  member. 
Miss  Mcllvaine  proposed  that  at 
the  annual  meeting  opportunity  be 
given  for  discussion  of  the  work 
of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America  and  of  its  local  chapters. 


MINUTES  OF  FIRST  ANNUAL  MEETING,  APRIL  28, 

1905 


THE  annual  meeting  of  the 
Chicago  Chapter  of  the  Bib- 
liographical Society  of  America 
was  held  at  the  John  Crerar  Li- 
brary, April  28th.  Mr.  Joseph- 
son  opened  an  informal  discussion 
of  the  function  of  the  chapter.    It 


should  be,  he  said,  principally  to 
aid  the  general  society  in  the 
work,  as  far  as  this  could  be  done 
on  the  local  side.  The  chapter 
might,  for  instance,  undertake  to 
compile  a  bibliography  of  works 
about  Chicago,  or  of  works  print- 
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ed  in  Chicago,  or  of  special  col- 
lections in  Chicago  libraries.  The 
first  two  undertakings  are  certain- 
ly too  large  to  be  considered  at 
present,  except  in  parts,  but  it 
might  be  possible  to  compile 
bibliographies  of  the  Chicago  fire, 
the  stock  yards  industry,  etc.  As 
for  the  third  subject,  the  Chicago 
Library  Club  attempted  some 
time  ago  to  induce  the  libraries  to 
prepare  a  union  list  of  their  biblio- 
graphical collections,  but  without 
success.  Perhaps  it  would  be  well 
for  the  chapter  to  take  up  the 
matter.  The  speaker  recognized, 
he  said,  that  the  libraries  have 
many  duties,  which  seem  nearer 
and  more  important.  The  diffi- 
culties that  were  undoubtedly  in 
the  way  of  this  kind  of  work 
served  to  emphasize  to  his  mind 


the  need  of  a  Bibliographical  In- 
stitute. It  was  decided  to  bring 
up  Mr.  Josephson*s  proposals  at 
the  next  meeting  of  the  chapter  as 
unfinished  business.  The  secretary 
announced  that  the  by-laws  had 
been  approved  by  the  Council  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America.  It  was  voted  not  to 
adopt  the  amendment  to  Section 
4,  proposed  at  the  last  meeting  of 
the  chapter,  increasing  the  number 
of  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  of  five.  The  follow- 
ing were  nominated  and  elected 
as  members  of  the  Executive 
Committee  for  the  ensuing  year. 
Chairman,  F.  I.  Carpenter; 
secretary.  Miss  Mabel  Mcllvaine, 
and  A.  J.  Rudolph  as  the  third 
member. 


BY-LAWS. 


\.  In  accordance  with  Article 
VII  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Amer- 
ica, there  is  hereby  formed  a 
branch  of  said  society,  to  be 
known  as  the  Chicago  Chapter  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America. 

2.  The  object  of  said  Chicago 
Chapter  shall  be  to  provide  op- 
portunities for  meeting  and  dis- 
cussion to  the  members    of    the 


Bibliographical  Society  of  Amer- 
ica, residing  in  Chicago  and 
vicinity. 

3.  All  members  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America 
residing  in  Chicago  and  vicinity 
shall  be  considered  members  of 
the  Chicago  Chapter,  but  only 
such  members  as  pay  an  annual 
fee  of  25  cents  towards  defraying 
the  expenses  of  the  chapter  shall 
be  considered  active  members,  en- 
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titled    to    vote    and    eligible    for 
office  in  the  chapter. 

4.  The  affairs  of  the  chapter 
shall  be  managed  by  an  Executive 
Committee,  consisting  of  a  chair- 
man, a  secretary,  and  one  other 
member,  all  of  whom  shall  be 
elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  chapter,  to  hold  office  for 
one  year  or  until  their  successors 
are  chosen. 

5.  The  annual  meeting  of  the 


chapter  shall  be  held  in  April; 
other  meetings  at  the  call  of  the 
committee. 

6.  Contributions  of  papers 
and  bibliographies,  prepared  by 
members  of  the  chapter,  may  be 
submitted  to  the  Bibliographical 
Society  of  America  for  publica- 
tion,  on  behalf  of  the  chapter,  if 
approved  by  the  Executive  Com- 
mittee thereof. 


PAPERS  READ  BEFORE 
THE  SOCIETY 


The  Society  does   not   hold   itself  responsible 
for  opinions  expressed  by  contributors  of  papers. 


PRESIDENTS  ADDRESS 

(Delivered  at  Baltimore  meeting,  December  28,  1905.) 

By  William  Coolidge  Lane 

TO-DAY  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  America  gathers 
for  the  first  time  since  the  preliminary  meeting  held  in 
St.  Louis  a  little  more  than  a  year  ago,  when  a  constitution 
was  adopted  and  a  board  of  officers  was  elected.  It  was  then 
hoped  that  we  might  meet  in  Chicago  last  December, 
side  by  side  with  the  Historical  Association.  When  this  was 
given  up,  it  was  expected  that  our  first  regular  annual  meet- 
ing would  be  in  connection  with  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation in  June,  but  it  was  proposed  to  hold  this  meeting 
also  in  Chicago  (our  pre-natal  habitat),  with  the  hope  that 
many  of  the  American  Library  Association  members  might 
alight  in  their  westward  flight  and  join  with  those  who 
were  not  ready  to  take  wing  for  so  long  a  journey.  A  pro- 
gramme was  arranged,  committees  were  appointed,  and  our 
expectant  Chicago  hosts  were  prepared  to  receive  us  v^th 
kindly  hospitality.  But  it  appeared  that  the  railroads,  not 
having  the  interest  of  bibliographers  first  in  their  hearts,  but 
thinking  rather  of  rates,  special  trains,  and  the  demands  of 
traffic,  declined  to  let  our  brothers  of  the  American  Library 
Association  pause  long  enough  in  their  journey  for  biblio- 
graphical discussions;  in  this  way  some  were  prevented  from 
starting,  and  otJicrs  were  swept  on  to  the  Pacific  Coast;  and 
so  the  projected  meeting  was  given  up.  In  Portland,  Oregon, 
the  papers  that  were  to  have  been  heard  in  Chicago  were 

43 


44  Bibliographical  Society  of  America 

presented  pro  forma  but  were  not  read.  Brought  safely 
back  again  across  the  Continent,  they  are  even  now  being 
put  into  print  for  the  benefit  of  our  members.  And  so  it 
cotnes  to  pass  that,  more  than  a  year  after  our  birth,  we  meet 
here  for  the  first  time  under  the  sheltering  wing  of  the  Ameri- 
can Historical  Association  and  its  associated  bodies,  a 
younger  sister  of  them  all,  scarcely  able  yet  to  speak  or  to 
justify  its  existence,  but  confident  that  there  is  work  in  this 
busy  world  for  it  to  do.  Our  Society  is  the  offspring  of  the 
Chicago  Bibliographical  Society  and  the  American  Library 
Association,  an  honorable  parentage,  and  still,  by  one  of  the 
queer  freaks  of  spiritual  genealogy,  it  is  also  an  own  sister  of 
other  organizations  which  themselves  cannot  claim  more  than 
first  or  second  cousinship  with  one  another.  An  historian 
may  be  first  cousin  to  an  economist  or  an  archaeologist,  and 
second  cousin  to  a  philosopher  or  a  philologist — to  judge 
from  the  family  groups  that  form  at  Christmas  time,  when 
all  the  world  likes  to  renew  family  associations.  But  the 
bibliographer  and  the  book-lover  recognizes  all  these  scholars 
and  many  others  as  his  brothers,  and  so  our  infant  society 
claims  even  a  closer  fraternity  with  all  these  learned  bodies 
than  they  with  one  another.  We  want  to  see  our  member- 
ship include  many  of  their  members,  and  we  want  to  co- 
operate in  their  work  in  every  way  in  which  the  biblio- 
grapher can  help  the  student  or  prepare  the  way  for  him. 

As  an  organization,  we  are  still  very  young,  we  have 
hardly  learned  to  talk,  and  unkind  critics  might  insist  that 
we  had  still  to  take  our  first  step,  but  the  subject  which  we 
cultivate  has  an  honorable  tradition  in  antiquity  and  a  vigor- 
ous life  to-day.  What  part  are  we  to  take  in  that  life  and 
in  continuing  that  tradition?  Is  there  a  part  for  us  to  play  as 
a  society  and  useful  work  for  us  to  do  not  already  provided 
for  by  other  agencies?    Our  policy  and  our  plans  are  still  in 
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the  making;  I  hope  this  first  meeting  will  help  to  shape  them, 
and  will  bring  out  suggestions  as  to  the  wisest  course  for  us 
to  pursue.  Here  we  have  historians,  economists  and  pub- 
licists close  at  hand,  and  I  hope  we  may  benefit  by  their  ad- 
vice. The  floor  is  open  to  them  and  their  words  will  be 
welcome,  whether  or  not  they  formally  associate  themselves 
with  us  in  membership,  as  we  hope  many  of  them  will. 

Your  President's  address  is  a  very  informal  affair.  He  at- 
tempts no  resume  of  bibliographical  progress  in  the  past  year 
or  in  the  last  lustrum,  a  task  which  a  President  of  a  Biblio- 
graphical Society  might  appropriately  set  himself.  He  pre- 
sents no  eulogy  on  our  defunct  but  respected  parent,  the 
Chicago  Bibliographical  Society,  who  committed  suicide  in 
heroic  fashion  that  we  might  live,  but  has  happily  found  a 
re-incarnation  in  the  vigorous  Chicago  Chapter  of  this  So- 
ciety, our  first  child,  our  oldest  son,  a  remarkable  instance, 
clearly  authenticated,  of  transmigration  of  souls,  from  grand- 
sire  to  grandson.  The  record  of  its  deeds  and  words  in  the 
first  period  of  its  existence  lies  before  us  in  print  in  four  vol- 
umes, the  last  of  which  is  offered  freely  to  all  members  of  this 
Society. 

He  offers  you  no  essay  on  the  uses  of  bibliography  in 
general,  no  laborious  investigation  of  some  special  problem 
in  the  history  of  the  book,  a  task  to  which  he  might  be  ex- 
pected to  devote  himself,  and  with  which  he  might  perhaps 
have  been  tempted  to  grapple  if  he  had  no  other  duties  which 
relentlessly  detain  him  from  such  pleasant  excursions. 

The  report  of  the  Council  will  tell  you  of  the  work  al- 
ready begun.  All  I  can  attempt  is  to  suggest  some  of  the 
many  lines  of  work  we  might  take  up,  and  to  mention  those 
which  are  already  more  or  less  satisfactorily  provided  for, 
hoping  that  you  will  elaborate  these  suggestions,  criticise 
them,  denounce  them  if  you  will,  but  by  one  means  and  an- 
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other  bring  out  more  clearly  what  is  the  function  of  this  our 
Bibliographical  Society  and  what  future  lies  before  it. 

In  the  first  place,  we  must  remember  that  the  bibliographer 
may  have  one  or  more  of  several  distinct  interests.  He  may 
be  a  student  of  the  history  of  the  art  and  craft  of  bookmak- 
ing,  bent  on  throwing  light  into  obscure  places  and  on  un- 
ravelling knotty  points  connected  with  the  early  history  of 
t)T)ography,  interested  in  tracing  the  connections  of  suc- 
cessive presses  and  in  studying  the  improvements  made  by 
successive  printers  through  the  ages,  watching  the  alternate 
rise  and  fall  of  good  taste  and  of  artistic  and  mechanical 
excellence  in  book  production — in  short  a  lover  of  the  book 
as  a  book;  he  may  or  may  not  combine  with  this  a  love  of 
books  for  what  they  contain  and  for  what  they  have  given 
to  the  world,  but  if  he  has  not  cultivated  this  side  of  his  pur- 
suit, he  has  missed  the  most  humanizing  aspect  of  his  study 
and  is  the  poorer  as  a  man. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bibliographer  may  be  primarily 
a  recorder  of  the  production  of  books,  either  past  or  present. 
This  work  of  recording  he  may  do  first  of  all  as  a  statistician 
producing  a  mere  list  of  titles,  and  when  I  say  a  mere  list  of 
titles,  I  do  not  mean  to  disparage  his  work.  Such  lists  are 
essential  preliminaries,  and  they  require  the  exercise  of  in- 
finite patience  and  accuracy.  Or  he  may  do  his  work  of 
recording  with  the  authority  and  grasp  of  a  specialist  in  the 
department  to  which  he  devotes  himself,  and  then  he  is  called 
upon  to  exercise  the  higher  qualities  of  discrimination,  com- 
pact statement,  clear  arrangement,  and  strict  subordination 
of  the  less  to  the  more  important.  With  these  qualities  at 
his  command,  he  produces  something  more  than  a  mere  tool, 
he  furnishes  for  other  scholars  in  his  own  field  a  clue  in  a 
veritable  labyrinth  and  a  guide  to  an  ever  increasing  mass  of 
publication.     Or  finally,  a  bibliographer  may  busy  himself. 
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not  with  showing  in  what  books  certain  facts  or  discussions 
are  to  be  found,  but  in  what  libraries  these  books  are  to  be 
found,  a  point  of  the  first  practical  importance  to  the  student. 

Surely  our  Society  should  include  all  these  classes — the 
book-lover,  the  recorder  of  titles,  the  competent  guide,  and 
the  directory-maker,  as  I  may  call  the  last  variety  of  biblio- 
grapher for  lack  of  a  better  term.  Each  can  broaden  the 
view  and  improve  the  methods  of  work  of  the  other  if  all  are 
brought  together  in  some  sort  of  association. 

So  important  and  so  varied  are  the  bibliographical  needs 
of  the  present  day  that  we  see  many  agencies  already  en- 
gaged in  bibliographical  undertakings,  and  it  might  be 
thought  no  place  was  to  be  found  for  a  new  body  like  our 
Society.  We  must  be  careful  not  to  duplicate  and  not  to 
interfere  with  work  already  well  established.  There  are,  in 
the  first  place,  certain  great  schemes  already  under  way, 
conducted  by  bodies  organized  for  the  purpose — the  Inter- 
national Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature  inaugurated  by 
the  Royal  Society,  the  Institut  International  at  Bruxelles, 
the  Concilium  Bibliographicum  of  Zurich,  and  a  number  of 
other  undertakings  directed  to  the  publication  of  biblio- 
graphical material  in  a  single  field. 

The  American  Historical  Association  itself  has  a  biblio- 
graphical committee,  which  published  last  year  a  prelimi- 
nary report  on  material  for  European  history  in  American 
libraries  and  is  now  preparing  a  check-list  of  historical  peri- 
odicals and  of  printed  collections  of  sources,  showing  in 
which  libraries  each  set  is  to  be  found.  Such  work  is  of  the 
highest  practical  service  to  the  student,  and  similar  work 
might  well  be  undertaken  by  our  society  in  other  fields.  For 
the  support  of  costly  bibliographical  publications,  if  of  broad 
usefulness,  we  can  probably  look  more  and  more  to  the 
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Carnegie  Institution,  which  has  already  assumed  the  expense 
of  publishing  the  Index  Medicus  and  an  annual  bibliography 
of  Writings  on  American  History,  and  we  are  hoping  soon 
to  hear  that  the  same  Institution  will  take  up  the  continuation 
of  Sabin's  Dictionary  of  books  relating  to  America. 

The  Publishing  Board  of  the  American  Library  Associa- 
tion has  already  printed  several  bibliographical  works,  and 
with  the  Carnegie  Fund  behind  it,  will  be  able  to  provide 
for  many  bibliographies  of  a  popular  type  of  a  kind  to  be 
widely  useful  in  public  libraries.  Numerous  publishing  so- 
cieties and  book-lovers*  clubs  issue  choice  reprints  of  scarce 
and  out  of  the  way  books,  and  publishers  are  beginning  to 
find  it  profitable  to  make  facsimiles  or  accurate  reprints  of 
those  rare  books  which  both  libraries  and  private  collectors 
regard  as  historically  important. 

Probably  the  Bibliographical  Society,  at  least  for  the  pres- 
ent and  while  it  enjoys  the  use  of  only  moderate  means,  can- 
not properly  take  up  any  of  these  forms  of  activity.  It  can- 
not carry  the  burden  of  elaborate  publications  which  require 
a  large  investment  of  capital ;  it  need  not  issue  popular  biblio- 
graphies designed  primarily  for  public  library  use;  it  should 
not  devote  itself  to  reprinting  rare  books. 

What  is  left  in  which  it  can  render  service?  Three  open- 
ings occur  to  me  now,  and  others  are  likely  to  appear  as  we 
proceed.  It  can  provide  a  medium  for  the  publication  of 
bibliographical  articles  of  an  historical  or  descriptive  nature. 
A  periodical  devoted  to  bibliography  may  some  day  be 
possible;  in  the  meantime  it  can  publish  in  its  Proceedings 
contributions  of  a  bibliographical  character. 

There  is  at  present  no  satisfactory  record  of  current  biblio- 
graphical work.  A  comprehensive,  accurate,  annotated  and 
classified  annual  record  of  published  bibliographies  would 
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be  of  the  greatest  service  to  all  students;  to  produce  and  pub- 
lish such  a  record,  or  to  secure  its  publication  by  some  com- 
petent hand,  should,  in  my  opinion,  be  one  of  the  aims  of 
this  Society. 

A  society  can  often  accomplish  what  an  individual  cannot, 
because  it  can  secure  co-operation,  the  work  of  many  in- 
dividuals directed  to  a  common  end.  In  this  way,  biblio- 
graphies of  the  directory  type  can  be  compiled,  for  which  it 
is  quite  impossible  for  an  individual  working  alone  to  secure 
the  necessary  information.  A  check-list  of  incunabula  in 
American  libraries,  catalogues  of  mediaeval  manuscripts,  of 
early  newspapers,  of  special  collections,  of  periodicals  de- 
voted to  a  special  subject,  and  of  various  other  specialties  as 
represented  in  a  large  number  of  libraries,  are  all  work  that 
can  be  better  done  by  a  society  than  by  an  individual.  Fin- 
ally, if  our  work  approves  itself  to  scholars,  if  our  under- 
takings are  prudently  entered  upon  and  wisely  conducted, 
if  our  standards  are  high,  it  may  come  to  pass  in  time  that 
the  advice  of  this  Society,  or  of  its  board  of  officers,  will  be 
relied  upon  and  our  counsel  sought  by  other  societies  and  in- 
stitutions in  the  direction  of  large  bibliographical  enterprises. 
For  this,  however,  we  cannot  put  forth  our  hands;  we  must 
wait  until  others  require  it  and  begin  to  look  to  us  naturally 
for  it.  And  that  will  depend  upon  the  wisdom  with  which 
we  make  our  plans  now,  and  the  thoroughness  and  discre- 
tion with  which  we  carry  them  out. 


THE  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  AMERICAN  MUSIC 
By  O.  G.  Sonneck 

WHEN  the  invitation  reached  me  to  give  to  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America  a  paper  on  the  Bib- 
liography of  American  Music,  I  hesitated  at  first  to  accept. 
Not  that  I  lacked  interest  in  the  theme — on  the  contrary — 
but  I  felt  very  much  like  the  student  vsrho  was  called  upon  to 
describe  a  vacuum.  Indeed,  worse,  for  a  vacuum  represents 
at  least  an  ingeniously  positive  accomplishment  in  a  negative 
direction,  whereas  the  present  vacuum  of  the  Bibliography 
of  American  Music  impresses  me  as  a  very  negative  accom- 
plishment in  a  positive  direction. 

The  little  that  has  been  done  is  easily  recorded.  The  first 
to  approach  the  problem  in  a  friendly  spirit,  though  rather 
timidly,  was  George  Hood.  In  his  "History  of  Music  in 
New  England**  (Boston,  1846)  he  gave,  on  pages,  1 54-1  78, 
a  "History  of  books,  chronologically  arranged,**  beginning 
with  the  year  1741,^  and  leading,  on  pages  170-178,  to  a 
"List  of  works  published  before  1 800**  and  after  1 773 
(mainly)  in  New  England.  Hood  himself  called  the  list 
imperfect  and  remarked  in  a  foot  note : 

"This  list  is  made  from  our  own  and  from  Mr.  Mason*s 
large  collection  of  old  American  books,^  and  we  are  sorry 
that  we  have  it  not  in  our  power  to  give  it  entire  down  to 
the  year  1 800.  With  a  little  attention  the  friends  of  music 
could  easily  complete  the  list,  which  should  be  deposited  in 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  Library  as  a  relic  of  the  past 
worth  preserving,  not  so  much  for  their  intrinsic  value,  as  for 
their  historical  character.     In  the  future,  they  would  tell  the 

J  Earlier  publications  were  described  in  the  preceding  chapters. 
2  Lowell   Mason's  musical   library   of   about  8,000   titles   came   into   the   pos- 
session of  Yale  University  in  1873. 
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history  of  the  past  far  more  impressively  than  the  page  of 
history." 

While  excellent  in  spirit,  this  appeal  was  woefully  char- 
acteristic of  the  historical  horizon  of  Hood  and  later  his- 
torians, who,  as  I  expressed  it  elsewhere,  naively  viewed  the 
history  of  American  music  through  a  New  England  church 
window.  Hood  enumerated  a  number  of  psalm-tune  col- 
lections and  the  like,  but  paid  no  attention  to  secular  music. 
This  unpardonable  sin  of  omission,  together  with  the  par- 
donable sin  of  omitting  even  many  **sacred'*  titles,  renders 
a  perusal  of  the  list  to-day  almost  useless.  The  same  is  true 
of  the  list  of  collections  of  sacred  music  for  schools  and 
churches  in  the  United  States  since  the  year  1810,  as  Na- 
thaniel D.  Gould  gave  it  on  pages  231-233  of  his  "His- 
tory of  Church  Music  in  America"  (Boston,  1853).  How 
could  it  be  otherwise  if  "only  such  works  as  contain  three 
hundred  pages  and  upwards  are  referred  to  in  this  list!" 

Hood  was  also  mistaken  if  he  thought  that  with  a  little 
attention  the  friends  of  music  could  easily  complete  the  list. 
Surely  he  would  have  changed  his  mind  had  he  lived  to  see 
Mr.  Wilberforce  Eames  concentrate  his  bibliographical 
genius  on  the  history  of  a  single  book.  Though  Mr.  Eames* 
"List  of  editions  of  the  Bay  Psalm  Book"  (in  Sabin,  and  sep- 
arately issued,  1885)  owed  life  to  a  broader  bibliographical 
impetus,  it  lastingly  contributed  also  to  the  groundwork  in 
a  special  field  of  musical  bibliography.  This  notwithstand- 
ing, the  historians  of  American  music  prefer  to  stagger  on 
without  it.  For  instance,  you  will  not  find  Mr.  Eames*  list 
mentioned  in  the  "General  Bibliography,'*  as  attached  on 
one  page  and  a  half  to  Mr.  Louis  C.  Elson*s  clever  "His- 
tory of  American  Music**  (New  York,  1904),  whereas 
quite  a  few  of  the  sixty  odd  titles  enumerated  bear  only 
slightly  on  the  subject  of  American  music. 
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This  "General  Bibliography" — decidedly  the  most  super- 
ficial part  of  Mr.  Elson's  work — is  exposed  to  still  severer 
objections  by  the  omission  of  a  book  which  must  be  consid- 
ered indispensable  to  the  historian  of  American  church 
music.  I  mean,  of  course,  Mr.  James  Warrington's  "Short 
Titles  of  Books,  relating  to  or  illustrating  the  History  and 
Practice  of  Psalmody  in  the  United  States,  1620-1820" 
(Philadelphia,  1898,  privately  printed;  96  pages). 

Mr.  Warrington  informs  us  in  the  preface  that  for  many 
years  psalmody  attracted  his  attention  to  such  a  degree  that 
he  began  to  collect  material  for  a  "History  of  Psalmody 
among  English-speaking  peoples."  Then  the  "disturbing 
element  of  Puritanism"  compelled  him  to  abandon  the  orig- 
inal design  and  he  resolved  to  compile,  first  of  all,  a  "History 
of  Psalmody  in  the  United  States,  1620-1820."  As  the 
contemplated  work  was  to  be  accompanied  by  as  exhaustive 
a  bibliography  as  possible,  Mr.  Warrington,  seeing  the  limi- 
tations of  individual  research,  printed  his  "Short  Titles"  as  a 
"tentative  list  issued  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  librarians  and 
collectors  to  report  [to  him]  any  books  which  are  not  in- 
cluded in  it."  To  my  knowledge  this  appeal  has  been 
heeded,  and  librarians  and  collectors  should  now  in  turn 
prevail  upon  Mr.  Warrington  not  to  delay  a  second  edition 
of  his  pamphlet,  revised  on  the  same  basis  of  professional 
courtesy.  Twice  revised,  the  list  would  certainly  justify  the 
author  in  dropping  the  "tentative,"  and  we  might  reasonably 
expect  a  Bibliography  of  Psalmody  in  the  United  States 
which  would  stand  the  test  of  time.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
Mr.  Warrington  will  then  abandon  the  present  chronological 
arrangement,  or,  at  least,  that  he  will  add  an  author  and  title 
index,  for  the  present  chronological  arrangement  without 
such  an  index  seriously  interferes  with  the  usefulness  of  his 
admirable  work. 
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Mr.  Warrington's  effort  to  bibliographically  cover  the 
wide  field  of  American  psalmody  was  preceded  by  a  more 
bold  than  satisfactory  attempt  at  a  general  bibliography  of 
American  music  in  1 876.  To  his  "Dictionary  of  musical  in- 
formation" (Boston.  1876),  John  W.  Moore  added  in  small 
type,  on  pages  187-21 1,  "A  list  of  modern  musical  works 
published  in  the  United  States.  (Giving  the  popular  title  of 
each  publication,  with  the  name  of  the  author  or  compiler, 
when  known,  and  the  year  in  which  many  of  the  older  works 
appeared,  but  not  including  periodicals.  From  1640  to 
1875.)" 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  a  good  many  other  things  were  ex- 
cluded from  the  list.  Only  psalm-tune  collections,  instruction 
books,  some  cantatas,  operas  and  the  like  seem  to  have  come 
under  Moore's  eyes.  Yet  the  list  should  not  be  under- 
estimated, as  it  contains  a  good  many  references  otherwise 
unavailable.  If  John  W.  Moore  possessed  the  power  of 
application  to  issue,  in  1854,  a  "Complete  Encyclopedia  of 
Music,"  which,  in  its  day,  certainly  was  the  most  conspicuous 
work  of  the  kind  in  the  English  language,  then  the  failure  of 
such  a  bom  compiler  to  fumish  more  than  a  skeleton  of  a 
bibliography  of  American  music  proves  how  very  difficult, 
not  to  say  impossible,  the  task  must  have  been  in  those  days. 
Had  Moore  cast  but  one  glance  at  the  three  hundred  bulky 
volumes  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  which  contain  most, 
though  by  no  means  all,  of  the  sheet  music  published  in  our 
country  between  1820  and  1860,  I  believe  he  would  have 
abandoned  his  attempt  in  despair.  I  fear  those  not  familiar 
with  the  musical  output  of  our  country  have  no  idea  of  the 
task  that  would  have  confronted  him. 

To  further  illustrate  this,  I  take  pleasure  in  referring  to  the 
fact  that  a  "List  of  Southern  Music,  published  between  1 860 
and  1 869,"  which  Mr.  Whittlesey  of  the  Library  of  Congress 
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is  compiling,  alone  contains  six  thousand  titles,  and  this  gen- 
tleman contemplates,  with  a  courage  demanding  our  respect, 
to  furnish  as  pendant  a  "List  of  Northern  Music,"  published 
during  that  mighty  decade,  a  list  which  will  comprise  at  least 
twenty  thousand  titles. 

In  speaking  of  unpublished  musical  bibliographies,  perhaps 
I  may  be  permitted  to  draw  your  attention  to  an  effort  of  my 
own.  When  collecting  material  for  a  "History  of  secular 
music  in  the  United  States  during  the  Eighteenth  Cen- 
tury," I  found  it  necessary,  of  course,  first  to  form  a  biblio- 
graphical basis  for  the  work.  The  result  was  a  "Bibliography 
of  early  secular  American  music,"  completed  in  1902.  By 
consulting  histories,  catalogues,  and  bibliographies,  by  per- 
sonally examining  certain  public  and  private  collections  from 
Providence,  R.  I.,  down  to  Charleston,  S.  C,  and,  above 
all,  by  extracting  data  from  the  scattered  files  of  our  early 
newspapers,  I  believe,  without  false  modesty,  I  have  given 
(on  550  pages  manuscript,  including  a  subject  index  with 
valuable  biographical  information)  a  fairly  complete  record 
of  secular  music  and  literature  of  music,  as  written,  proposed 
for  publication,  and  published  in  our  country  prior  to  the 
year  1 800.  In  detail  or  in  form  the  work  may  not  quite  be 
to  the  taste  of  bibliographers,  but  if  even  Mr.  Warrington 
shares  the  prevalent,  though  absolutely  incorrect,  opinion  that 
"early  music  in  the  United  States  *  *  *  was  entirely 
sacred,"  '  I  hope  that  the  severest  critic,  should  ever  the  work 
be  published,  will  admit  that  it  throws  new  light  on  our 
early  musical  life.'' 

Probably  other  authors  are  also  engaged  in  smoothing  the 

1  See  the  preface  to  his  "Short  Titles." 

2  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  book  has  been  printed  for  me  by  H.  L. 
McQueen,  Washington,  D.  C,  (10  4-  194  p.  8vo.)  in  a  revised  and  con- 
densed form. 
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path  of  the  future  historian  of  American  music,  but  the 
works  mentioned  represent  the  bibliographical  literature  of 
our  musical  life,  as  far  as  I  know.  Incidental  (and  acci- 
dental) bibliographical  information  may  be  found  in  such 
books  as  F.  O.  Jones'  "Handbook  of  American  Music  and 
Musicians,**  Henry  M.  Brooks*  **01den  Time  Music,** 
Julius  F.  Sachse's  "Music  of  the  Ephrata  Cloister,**  in  the 
several  histories  of  music  in  America,  in  musical  and  un- 
musical American  and  foreign  magazines,  as  also  in  com- 
pilations not  limited  to  American  conditions,  foremost  among 
these,  perhaps,  Moore*s  "Complete  Encyclopedia  of  Music" 
and  Arthur  Low  Bailey's  noteworthy  "Bibliography  of 
Biography  of  Musicians  in  English**  (1899).  However, 
before  an  effort  is  made  to  collect  all  these  references  into 
some  sort  of  a  bibliography  of  bibliographies,  or  even  list  of 
lists,  the  material  will  remain  practically  inaccessible,  except 
to  students  gifted  with  the  bibliographical  scent.  These  rare 
individuals  will  also  soon  discover  that  a  mass  of  information 
awaits  them  at  the  sesame  of  bibliographies  and  histories, 
either  bordering  on  music,  or,  for  one  reason  or  the  other, 
including  special  branches  of  our  art.  Before  a  congregation 
of  bibliographers  it  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  at  random  in 
this  connection  names  like  Julian,  Dunlap,  Durang,  Wegelin. 
Roden,  Thomas,  Brinley,  Roorbach,  Sabin,  Hildebum 
and  Evans. 

Without  underestimating  what  has  been  accomplished,  it 
may  safely  be  argued  that  the  bibliography  of  American  music 
is  still  in  that  stage  of  infancy  when  the  future  of  the  infant 
depends  upon  the  care  bestowed  upon  his  proper  develop- 
ment. Under  the  circumstances,  and  as  this  society  not 
merely  intends  to  record  deeds,  but  to  promote  bibliographical 
research,  my  paper  would  be  one-sided  should  I  not  at  least 
outline  the  main  problems  which,  in  my  opinion,  still  con- 
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front  us.    My  horoscope  may  not  be  substantiated  in  the  near 
or  far  future,  but  that  is  a  risk  which  all  astrologers  run. 

The  whole  subject-matter  lies  in  three   distinct,  though 
overlapping,  spheres: 

I.  Produced  by  Americans.     II.  Published  by  Americans. 
III.  Owned  by  Americans. 

To  these  may  be  added,  as  an  appendix  to  the  second  sphere : 

Produced  by  Americans,  but  published  in  Europe. 

A  further  analysis  points  to  the  three  main  sections  of 
musical  literature : 

a.  ^KCusic^ 

b.  Literature  of  music  (history,  biography,  esthetics, 

etc.), 

c.  Instructive  (theoretical  or  technical)    books  and 

music. 

It  is  also  clear  that  the  subject-matter  may  be  approached  on 
this  principle : 

MUSIC— 

a.  Produced  by  Americans, 

b.  Published  by  Americans, 

c.  Owned  by  Americans, 

and   similarly  the  literature    of   music    and    the    instructive 
material,  or  on  this  principle,  i.  e. : 

PRODUCED  BY  AMERICANS^ 

a.  Music, 

b.  Literature  of  music, 

c.  Instructive  Literature. 
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Subordinate  or  superordinate,  as  required  by  the  biblio- 
graphical theme,  may  become  an  investigation  with  reference 
to  special 

a.  Periods, 

b.  States  and  places, 

c.  Individuals, 

d.  Kinds  and  forms. 

Further  subdivisions  ad  libitum,  closely  foUow^ing  the  most 
minute  classification  imaginable,  will  show  an  almost  un- 
limited number  of  special  bibliographical  problems.  In  fact, 
the  possibilities  become  so  kaleidoscopic  that  it  is  obviously 
impossible  to  trace  them  all.  However,  certain  problems 
appear  to  be  more  important  than  others  for  the  time  being, 
and  seem  to  call  for  the  soonest  possible  solution  in  the 
interest  of  historians,  librarians,  collectors,  dealers — in  short, 
of  all  who  are  interested  in  American  music. 

It  is,  for  instance,  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  we 
possess  no  compilation  that  would  fulfill  the  same  mission  in 
our  country  as  Hofmeister's  "Handbuch"  does  in  Germany. 
In  this  work  a  splendid  record  is  kept  of  all  musical  publica- 
tions in  very  much  the  same  manner  as  Hinrichs,  Kayser  or 
Heinsius  do  for  the  book  literature.  That  such  a  music 
publishers*  union  catalogue  is  badly  needed  can  hardly  be 
doubted  by  any  person  who  handles  music,  and  who  is  now 
compelled  to  wade  through  any  number  of  catalogues  in 
order  to  find  the  publisher,  the  date,  and  the  price  of  a  par- 
ticular composition.  It  is  plainly  the  duty  of  the  Music 
Publishers'  Association  to  help  to  remedy  a  state  of  affairs 
which  has  become  embarrassing  to  those  publishers  and 
dealers  who  stand  above  petty  jealousies  or  short-sighted 
fear  of  competition.  Why,  in  a  country  world-famous  for 
the  spirit    of    enterprise,    nobody    has    summoned  enough 
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courage  to  become  the  American  Hofmeister  is  difficult  to 
understand/ 

Indeed,  we  narrowly  escaped  the  humiliation  of  seeing  a 
union  list  of  American  music  embodied  in  the  stupendous 
compilation  of  a  Viennese  publisher,  Franz  Pasdirek.  This 
gentleman  conceived  the  bold  idea  of  issuing  a  "Universal 
Handbook  of  Musical  Literature,**  covering  all  countries  and 
periods.  The  first  twenty  volumes  were  to  contain  the  music 
still  obtainable  at  first  hand,  and  about  ten  further  volumes, 
under  the  editorship  of  prominent  historians  and  bibliograph- 
ers, were  to  be  devoted  to  the  literature  of  books  on  music 
and  to  music  published  or  unpublished  before  the  nineteenth 
century.  Unfortunately,  this  extraordinary  undertaking  seems 
not  to  have  been  well  managed  financially,  and  since  the 
first  volume  of  the  first  section,  covering  the  letter  A,  was 
published  last  year,  the  work  appears  to  have  come  to  a 
standstill,  though  the  entire  first  section  is  said  to  be  ready 
for  the  printer.  ^ 

Having  mentioned  Hofmeister  and  Pazdirek,  let  me  also 
recall  to  your  memory  the  names  of  Eitner,  Kade,  Vogel, 
Schwartz,  Friedlaender,  Fetis,  Wotquenne,  Weckerlin, 
Torchi,  Gaspari,  Squire  and  others,  be  it  only  to  show  the 
contrast  between  the  interest  taken  in  musical  bibliography 
in  Europe  and  in  America.  Perhaps  the  allusions  to  the 
activity  of  these  scholars,  many  of  whom  merely  exploited 
the  resources  under  their  surveillance  as  librarians  of  particular 
institutions,  will  increase  the  number  of  those  American 
librarians  who  pay  to  music  the  respectful  attention  which 

1  Mention  should  be  made,  however,  of  the  complete  catalogue  of  sheet  music 
and  music  and  musical  works  published  by  the  Board  of  Music  Trade  of  the 
United  States  of  America  1 870.  This  useful  classified  title  list  of  575  p.  has  now 
become  so  exceedingly  scarce  that  copies  are  said  to  bring  about  $100. 

2  Since  the  above  was  written,  the  publication  of  the  Universal  Handbuch 
has  been  resumed  and  now  covers  letter  C.  I  have  tested  the  work  jmd  can 
only  say  that  it  is  extraordinary  both  in  its  fortes  and  its  shortcomings. 
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the  art  deserves  as  a  factor  of  civilization.  With  particular 
reference  to  musical  bibliography,  it  w^ill  be  admitted  that 
we  have  done  very  little  so  far  to  show  to  the  world  what 
our  musical  libraries  really  possess.  To  my  knowledge,  none 
of  the  American  institutions  which  house  valuable  musical 
collections  have  issued  an  "up-to-date"  catalogue  of  their 
music  and  literature  of  music'  In  a  country  like  ours,  where 
the  centers  for  musical  research  are  very  few  and  scattered, 
such  catalogues  would  be  hailed  with  relief  by  musical 
students,  for,  after  all  is  said,  a  card  catalogue  is  but  of  local 
value. 

If,  as  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  such  a  printed — be  it 
only  a  "short"  or  "medium"  title — catalogue  is  a  physical 
impossibility  for  years  to  come,  or  impossible  for  adminis- 
trative reasons  unless  issued  for  class  after  class,  then  at  least 
an  effort  should  be  made  to  list  the  musical  literature  pub- 
lished before  1800,  inclusive  of  manuscripts.  The  New- 
berry Library,^  the  Public  Libraries  of  Boston^  and  New 
York,^  and  the  Library  of  Congress^  individually  and  cer- 

J  It  goes  without  saying,  I  hope,  that  I  am  somewhat  familiar  with  the  fact 
that  the  lamented  Mr.  James  Sumner  Smith,  of  Yale  University,  compiled  a 
remarkable  catalogue  of  the  Lowell  Mason  collection,  that  the  printed  card  cata- 
logue of  the  Allen  Brown  collection  in  Boston  is  nearing  completion,  that  the 
New  York  Public  and  the  Newberry  Library  possess  reference  catalogues  of 
their  musical  libraries.  Nor  do  I  forget  the  Peabody  Institute  catalogues 
(Baltimore),  or  the  bulletins  of  the  New  York  Public  and  Boston  Public 
Libraries,  and  I  know  that  the  "Catalogue  of  Jos.  W.  Drexel's  Musical 
Library,"  Philadelphia,  1869,  was  followed  by  the  "Lenox  Library  Short 
Title  List,  No.  XL."  ("Drexel  Musical  Library"),  shortly  after  the  Lenox 
Library  had  acquired  the  collection,  but  all  this  by  no  means  weakens  the 
statement  made  above. 

2  See  Mr.  Geo.  P.  Upton's  descriptive  article  on  "The  Musical  Department 
of  the  Newberry  Library"  (Nation,  1889,  vol.  48,  pp.  361-362). 

3  Mr.  Apthorp's  description  was  reprinted  in  the  annual  report  for  1894. 

4  See  Hugo  Botstiber's  descriptive  article  with  short  titles  of  rarities,  "Musi- 
calia  in  der  New  York  Public  Library"  (Sammelbande  d.  I.  M.  G.,  1903,  y. 
4,  pp.  738-750). 

5  See  the  cursory  remarks  in  my  article,  "Nordamerikanische  Musikbiblio- 
theken"  (Sammelbande  d.  I.  M.  G.,  1904,  y.  5,  pp.  329-335). 

The  arricles  to  be  found  in  "Music"  (1898,  1900),  and  in  the  "Etude," 
1900,  are  antiquated  and  amateurish. 
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tainly  combined  possess  a  very  considerable  number  of 
coveted  early  European,  not  to  mention  early  American, 
works.  If  the  respective  librarians  could  be  induced  to  issue 
a  list  of  this  early  material  by  way  of  planful  co-operation, 
they  would  not  regret  the  step.  The  scientific  historical 
study  of  bygone  music  would  be  facilitated  immensely  in  our 
country,  and,  incidentally,  the  European  reputation  of  these 
institutions  would  grow  in  a  direction  where  they  are  now 
underestimated.' 

In  turning  to  music  produced  by  Americans,  Mr.  War- 
rington's contemplated  bibliography  of  psalmody  and  my 
bibliography  of  early  music  may  be  said  to  cover  the  eigh- 
teenth century  for  several  years  to  come.  Economical  reasons 
would,  therefore,  forbid  to  waste  bibliographical  energy  on 
a  duplication  of  these  works  when  other  and  not  less  im- 
portant themes  have  not  yet  found  their  Perseus.  For 
instance,  a  bibliography  of  nineteenth  century  operas,  in  con- 
tinuation of  the  list  given  in  my  essay  on  "Early  American 
Operas*'  (Sammelbande  der  I.  M.  G.,  1904-5),  is  badly 
needed,  as  are  also  bibliographies  of  American  oratorios,  can- 
tatas, orchestral  and  chamber  music.  Though  it  may  seem 
incredible,  the  fact  is,  nevertheless,  true,  owing  to  the  lack  of 
an  American  Hofmeister,  that  in  compiling  want  lists  for  the 
Library  of  Congress  I  encountered  more  obstacles  in  tracing, 
for  example,  American  orchestral  music  than  European. 
Even  when  limiting  myself  to  the  most  prominent  contem- 
poraneous American  composers,  I  again  and  again  had 
occasion  to  regret  the  non-existence  of  reliable  individual 
bibliographies.  To  illustrate  this,  you  will  find  it  by  no  meeuis 
an  easy  task  to  compile  an  accurate  and  exhaustive  list  of 
MacDowell's  works,  inclusive  of  reprints,  revisions,  dates  of 

I  Mr,  H,  E.  Krehbiel's  Libraries  in  the  United  States  of  America,  largely 
based  on  material  furnished  by  me,  in  the  new  edition  of  Grove  (1906),  gives 
a  good  bird's-eye  view  of  music  collections  in  our  country. 
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compositions,  dates  of  first  perfonnance,  and  so  forth.  When 
preparing  a  lecture  on  MacDowell  I  had  occasion  to  try  it. 
Suspicious  of  omissions,  I  submitted  the  list  to  the  composer, 
with  the  result  that  after  Mr.  MacDowell  had  very  kindly 
obliged  me  with  marginal  notes,  I  knew  less  than  before. 

This  experience,  I  hope,  will  prove  how  much  we  musical 
librarians  would  appreciate  it  if  somebody,  perhaps  a  student 
in  our  library  schools,  would  select  as  his  graduation  theme 
the  compilation  of  a  bibliographical  list  of  works  by  repre- 
sentative contemporaneous  American  composers.  By  giving 
such  themes  the  library  schools  would  assist  in  supplying  the 
demand  for  expert  musical  librarians,  a  demand  which  is 
gradually  increasing  and  which,  at  present,  it  seems  difficult 
to  supply  to  our  satisfaction.  If  we  retrace  our  steps  to  earlier 
American  composers,  for  instance  to  Benjamin  Carr,  I  believe 
none  but  an  experienced  bibliographer  will  be  able  to  cope 
with  the  difficulties  of  research. 

Further  interesting  themes  of  varying  difficulty  and  exten- 
sion would  be  a  list  of  American  compositions  published  in 
Europe,  a  bibliography  of  American  psalm  and  hynm  tune 
collections  published  after  1820,  and  a  bibliography  of 
National  American  music.  The  latter  has  been  undertaken, 
as  I  stated,  for  the  Civil  War  period  by  Mr.  W.  R.  Whit- 
tlesey, who  has  also  collected  much  material  for  a  list  of  com- 
positions by  our  colored  musicians.  Finally,  separate  lists 
of  music  relating  to  the  several  Presidents  would  certainly  be 
of  interest,  revealing,  incidentally,  the  greater  or  lesser  pop- 
ularity of  the  different  Presidents  with  us  musicians,  not  to 
say  with  the  public  in  general. 

The  bibliography  of  the  literature  of  music,  written  by  or 
relating  to  Americans  and  American  conditions,  presents  not 
only  fewer  problems,  but  of  decidedly  lesser  difficulty  because 
very  much  of  the  material  has  been  embodied,  in  one  form 


62  Bibliographical  Society  of  America 

or  the  other,  in  general  reference  works,  trade  lists,  and  in 
the  several  accumulative  periodical  indices.  Exactly  for 
these  reasons  it  is  surprising  that  no  bibliographers  of  a  musical 
trend  of  mind  should  have  paid  Saint  Cecilia  the  handsome 
tribute  of  collecting  the  embarrassingly  scattered  data.  Of 
course,  we  Americans  cannot  boast,  with  the  possible  excep- 
tion of  Thayer,  of  such  stars  of  first  magnitude  as  Ambros, 
Chrysander,  Spitta,  Riemann,  Kretzschmar,  Gevaert,  Fetis, 
Tiersot,  Torchi,  Florimo,  Pedrell,  Parry,  Squire,  Grove, 
Hadow,  and  Maitland,  but  our  v^iters  on  music  shine 
brilliantly  enough  on  the  historical  firmament  to  deserve  more 
attention  than  the  bibliographical  astronomers  have  paid 
them.  For  instance,  Henry  Edward  Krehbiel,  while  pre- 
vented by  unfortunate  circumstances  giving  full  sway  to  his 
historical  talents,  has  done  an  extraordinary  amount  of  useful 
work.  A  bibliographical  record  of  his  writings  would  show 
the  versatility  of  this  remarkable  man,  would  make  a  vast 
amount  of  well-digested  information  accessible,  and  would 
encourage  others  to  step  forward  as  the  champions  of  his 
critical  colleagues,  such  as  Dwight,  Matthews,  Upton, 
Apthorp,  Elson,  Hale,  Henderson  cind  Finck. 

To  be  sure,  the  work  of  these  men  has  not  frequently 
assumed  the  form  of  books.  It  is  mostly  stored  away  in  the 
labyrinth  of  newspaper  and  magazine  files,  but,  fortunately, 
the  days  are  bygone  when  only  voluminous  books  were  con- 
sidered worthy  of  bibliographical  attention.  One  really  can- 
not write  a  bulky  volume  on  every  interesting  topic  without 
watering  the  stock  of  information,  and,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in 
these  days  of  special  research,  books  that  are  throughout 
the  fruit  of  independent  research  are  becoming  fewer  and 
fewer,  whereas  the  serious  reviews  devoted  to  any  special 
branch  of  knowledge  are  becoming  more  and  more  the 
primary  sources  of  the  most  advanced  information. 
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With  these  remarks  I  do  not  wish  to  convey  the  impression 
that  I  am  advocating  a  bibliography  of  our  entire  literature 
of  music,  as  printed  in  the  magazines  and  newspapers  which 
employ  musical  editors,  but  I  do  believe  that  the  time  has 
come  for  a  by  far  more  complete,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
better  selected  record  of  this  literature  than  is  to  be  found 
in  the  accumulative  indices.  The  Anglo-Saxon,  with  all  his 
vaunted  progressiveness,  is  deep  in  his  heart  a  conservative, 
who  will  remain  faithful  to  the  tried  good,  though  the  untried 
better  would  be  of  more  service  to  him.  Our  reference  indices 
to  periodical  literature  are  certainly  good  enough  for  the 
average  reader  interested  in  music,  but  musical  histori2ms 
sorely  need  something  better. 

In  speaking  of  musical  periodicals,  those  who  have  occa- 
sion to  occupy  themselves  with  American  musical  magazines 
will  agree  with  me  that  one  of  the  first  bibliographical  prob- 
lems which  demand  a  solution,  once  bibliographers  have 
shaken  off  their  apparent  indifference  towards  music,  will  be 
a  more  or  less  descriptive  list  of  musical  periodicals  issued  in 
the  United  States.  A  step  in  the  right  direction  was  taken 
in  the  year  1899,  when  the  New  York  Public  Library 
issued  a  list  of  "Periodicals  relating  to  Music*'  in  both  this 
and  the  Library  of  Columbia  University.  Though  this  list  is 
not  limited  to  American  periodicals,  it  may,  even  to-day,  be 
taken  as  the  working  basis  for  a  compilation,  as  suggested. 
This  compilation,  I  fear,  will  be  unusually  difficult,  as  most 
of  our  musical  periodicals  enjoy  but  a  short  life,  as  they  are 
in  the  habit  of  suddenly  changing  title  or  publisher,  as  their 
number  is  legion,  and  as  comparatively  few  of  them  are  to  be 
found  in  our  libraries. 

But  the  blankest  spot  in  the  Bibliography  of  American 
Music  has  not  yet  been  touched,  and  it  is  only  with  a  keen 
sense  of  humiliation  that  I,  as  an  American  writer  on  the 
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musical  life  of  America,  lead  you  for  a  moment  into  this 
"darkest  Africa.**  What  I  mean  is  simply  this:  we  do  not 
even  possess  a  bibliography  of  books  and  articles  on  the 
musical  history  of  our  country.  Still  worse,  with  exception 
of  certain  subjects  mentioned  above,  not  a  single,  separate 
branch  of  the  literature  relating  to  our  own  musical  history 
has  been  accorded  a  conscientious  bibliographical  treatment. 
In  vain  you  will  look  for  a  half-way  complete  list  of  contribu- 
tions towards  the  history  of  American  opera,  American 
oratorio,  American  national  music,  American  musical  instruc- 
tion, American  musical  societies,  and  the  effort  to  locate  a 
comprehensive  or  even  fragmentary  list  of  bio-bibliographical 
sketches  of  individual  American  musicians  will  be  just  as 
futile.  Yet  we  continue  to  write  histories  of  music  in 
America,  though  we  know,  or  at  least  should  know,  that 
bibliography  is  the  backbone  of  history. 

All  these  facts,  I  believe,  justified  me  in  calling  the  biblio- 
graphy of  American  music  a  deplorable  vacuum.  Perhaps 
it  was  not  very  patriotic  to  thus  cruelly  expose  our  short- 
comings, and  I  might  have  painted  conditions  more  roseate, 
but  in  the  world  of  science  self-criticism  is  infinitely  more 
becoming  than  self-glorification.  Fortunately,  self-criticism 
and  pessimism  are  not  s5nionymous,  and  I,  for  my  part,  feel 
confident  that  in  a  few  years  it  will  be  a  by  far  more  pleasant 
task  than  now  to  speak  of  the  bibliography  of  American 
music. 


THE    NEED    OF    BIBLIOGRAPHIES    IN    LIT- 
ERARY HISTORY 

By  Eleanor  Prescott  Hammond 

npHE  science  of  bibliography  began,  it  is  asserted,  about 
•■■  the  middle  of  the  eighteenth  century,  with  De  Bure's 
**Bibliographie  Instructive,**  in  which  the  author  classified 
his  notes  under  such  heads  as  Theology,  Jurisprudence, 
Belles  Lettres  and  History.  Almost  contemporary  with  De 
Bure,  a  little  earlier,  in  fact,  was  Ames*  "Typographical  An- 
tiquities,** an  attempt  to  deal  chronologically  with  the  monu- 
ments of  early  printing  in  Great  Britain,  and  a  work  of  ex- 
treme importance  bibliographically.  The  two  lines  of  work 
have  continued  since,  with  an  ever-increasing  number  of 
investigators  and  an  ever-growing  elaboration  of  the  material 
presented.  Our  age  is  nothing  if  not  specialized,  and  in  this 
last  century  and  a  half  it  has  become  impossible  for  any  one 
to  be  a  general  historian  of  printing  or  a  general  bibliographer. 
De  Bure*s  classification  is  working  out,  and  we  have  to-day 
a  sharp  and  necessary  division  between  the  fields  covered  by 
different  bibliographical  specialists.  The  historian  of  early 
printing  reports  on  Caxton  or  on  the  books  in  the  British 
Museum  anterior  to  1 500 ;  the  cataloguer  devotes  himself  to 
the  single  library;  the  bibliographer  collects  on  the  sources 
of  English  history  to  1485,  or  on  the  Dante  collection  at 
Cornell.  We  recognize  that  the  field  is  too  large  to  be  cov- 
ered by  the  single  student — ^hence  the  many  co-operative 
efforts  of  to-day,  the  various  "Grundrisse,**  the  "Cambridge 
Modern  History,'*  the  founding  of  societies  to  apportion 
labor  upon  those  fields  of  early  printing  and  of  bibliography, 
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which  were  so  tranquilly  assumed  a  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago  as  the  province  of  the  single  student. 

Other  sciences  besides  bibliography  have  sprung  into  being 
in  very  recent  times.  Two  in  especial  have  thriven  apace — 
the  study  called  Sociology  and  the  study  called  Modern  His- 
tory— and  it  is  noticeable  how  extensively  the  latter  has 
availed  herself  of  bibliography  as  a  means  of  support.  There 
is,  we  may  say,  no  domain  of  books  in  which  the  material  is 
so  fully  classified  and  appraised,  in  which  the  work  is  pro- 
ceeding so  systematically  and  with  such  permanently  valu- 
able results,  and  it  can  hardly  be  doubted  that  the  reason  for 
the  lead  of  history  over  literature,  in  especial,  is  due  to  the 
early  recognition  by  her  servants  of  the  necessity  for  biblio- 
graphy, for  paleography,  and  for  apportioning  the  labors  of 
specialists. 

Meanwhile,  literature  finds  herself  in  a  somewhat  amor- 
phous condition.  As  one  aspect  of  philology,  in  the  German 
conception  of  the  term,  she  comes  in  for  recognition  by  the 
various  Grundrisse,  and  we  have  also,  for  instance,  Brune- 
tiere's  **M£Uiuel  de  THistoire  de  la  Literature  francaise,*'  or 
Koerting's  "Grundriss  zur  Geschichte  der  englischen  Litter- 
atur.'*  But  we  must  notice  in  these  and  in  all  surveys  of 
different  ages  of  modem  literature,  how  short  a  distance  liter- 
ature has  advanced  towards  specialization,  and  how  much 
she  is  in  need  of  that  examination  of  the  field  which  history 
has  already  carried  out.  None  of  the  works  named  professes 
to  be  more  than  a  sketch,  or  more  than  selective,  and  all  are 
from  the  general  student's  point  of  view,  rather  than  from  the 
bibliographer's ;  while  history  long  ago  saw  and  accepted  the 
necessity  of  the  bibliographical  attitude.  The  student  of 
English,  the  collector,  the  lover  of  early  printing,  the  librarian 
of  a  reference  library,  are  all  in  need  of  systematized  biblio- 
graphies of  English  literature — one  of  old  English,  one    of 
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Chaucer,  one  of  the  fifteenth  century,  of  Shakespeare  and  of 
the  Elizabethan  age,  and  so  on — separate  and  detailed 
bibliographies,  not  selections  or  surveys. 

When  we  touch  the  period  of  Chaucer,  for  instance,  we 
come  immediately  into  contact  with  early  printing,  and  if  we 
work  on,  with  the  thread  of  his  verse  to  guide  us,  it  is  sur- 
prising how  intimately  we  find  ourselves  related  to  the  whole 
course  of  English  literature.  In  the  first  place,  a  bibliography 
of  Chaucer  must  include  that  long-desired  thing — a  thorough- 
going description  of  the  manuscripts,  and  such  a  list  is  more 
than  half  a  guide  to  fifteenth  century  poetry,  also,  because 
of  the  intermixture  of  verse  of  that  age  with  Chaucer's  in 
most  codices.  In  the  second  place,  a  complete  description  of 
the  editions  brings  us  to  the  study  of  Caxton,  Pynson,  de 
Worde,  John  Stow,  the  tailor  historian;  Junius,  the  lex- 
icographer, and  Henry  Bradshaw,  the  greatest  of  modem 
bibliographers.  Work  in  the  modemizations  and  continua- 
tions of  Chaucer  obliges  us  to  include  Spenser  and  Dryden, 
Wordsworth  and  Elizabeth  Barrett  Browning  with  even  a 
side  glance  at  Shakespeare.  The  notes  upon  Chaucer's 
sources  take  us  from  Pliny  and  Boethius  to  Boccaccio  and 
French  fabliaux,  and  in  the  arrangement  of  monographs,  the 
indexing  of  periodical  literature,  we  range  from  the  curiosities 
of  eighteenth  century  criticism  in  the  "Gentleman's  Maga- 
zine" to  the  painstaking  work  of  modem  students  in  Ger- 
many, India  and  Califomia.  With  the  sole  exception  of 
Shakespeare,  no  bibliography  of  an  English  writer  can  be  so 
extensive  as  one  of  Chaucer,  and  I  doubt  if  the  classification 
of  Shakespeare  work — upon  which  I  understand  that  Mr. 
Pollard  is  now  'engaged — offers  the  epitome  of  English  liter- 
ture  for  five  centuries,  which  is  to  be  found  in  the  history  of 
Chaucer  work,  from  Shirley  and  Caxton  to  the  Harvard 
studies  and  the  Oxford  facsimiles  of  to-day. 
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Eleven  years  ago,  in  March,  1 894,  Mr.  Henry  B.  Wheat- 
ley  proposed  to  the  London  Bibliographical  Society  a  biblio- 
graphy of  Chaucer,  a  plan  for  which  was  discussed  and 
approved.  Mr.  Wheatley's  work  was,  however,  not  carried 
out,  and  that  society  has  devoted  itself,  as  its  advantages 
justify,  largely  to  the  history  of  early  printing.  The  plan  of 
Mr.  Wheatley,  as  presented  in  the  "Society's  Transactions,** 
was  to  be  based  upon  the  British  Museum  Catalogue,  and 
included  these  headings:  Collected  Works,  Canterbury 
Tales,  Romaunt  of  the  Rose,  Troilus,  Minor  Poems,  Prose, 
Modernizations,  Tales  from  Chaucer,  Translations,  Imita- 
tions, Supposititious  Work,  Biographies,  Chauceriana,  Lost 
Poems. 

Some  remarks  upon  this  may  not  come  amiss.  In  the 
first  place,  while  every  American  student  knows  what 
the  privilege  of  working  in  the  British  Museum  means,  we 
know  also  that  the  application  of  scholarship  to  questions 
Chaucerian  is  more  general  and  more  zealous  outside 
England  than  within  her,  that  more  valuable  critical  work 
upon  Chaucer  has  been  done  outside  England  in  the  last 
twenty  years  than  by  English  scholars,  and  that  while  an 
English  bibliographer  has  inestimable  advantages  regarding 
manuscripts  and  early  prints,  he  cannot  in  his  libraries  survey 
the  results  of  recent  German  and  American  work,  as  can  the 
student  in  Munich  or  in  Chicago.  In  the  second  place,  we  in 
America  need  a  Chaucer  bibliography,  which,  like  the  studies 
executed  by  historical  specialists,  shall  serve  our  teachers  as 
well  as  our  collectors  and  librarians. 

We  may,  therefore,  suggest  an  annotated  classification : 

Introduction,  with  notes  on  English  libraries  and  on  editors 
of  Chaucer,  list  of  the  Chaucer  Society's  publications,  essays 
on  the  text  and  the  canon — 
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The  Life  of  Chaucer: 

with  reprints  of  the  early  and  almost  inaccessible  Latin 
biographies,  whence  the  legends  regarding  Chaucer 
were  derived ;  with  critical  list  of  the  principal  modem 
biographies  and  references  to  the  English  archives  from 
which  the  known  facts  are  derived,  but  with  no  at- 
tempt to  give  a  biography. 

The  Canon  of  Chaucer: 

the  lists  of  Chaucer,  of  Lydgate,  of  the  early  bio- 
graphers and  editors;  the  gradual  settlement  of  the 
canon. 

The  Collected  IVorks: 

a  fully  annotated  list  of  all  editions,  not  only  with 
bibliographical  particulars,  but  with  notes  on  die  dif- 
ferences from  preceding  editions,  the  value  of  the  glos- 
sary, etc. 

The  Canterbury  Tales : 

with  full  description  of  manuscripts  and  of  editions,  lists 
of  modernizations  and  translations,  and  of  studies,  ar- 
ranged by  separate  tales;  notes  on  the  pilgrimage,  the 
pilgrims,  the  structure  of  the  poems,  the  courses;  less 
actual  criticism  than  a  classified  list  of  opinions,  though 
here,  as  elsewhere  in  the  work,  the  opposing  theories  or 
the  arguments  of  treatises  difficult  of  access  may  be 
given  in  brief. 

Works  Other  '^han  the  Canterbury  ^ales : 

arranged  alphabetically  and  treated  like  the  Canter- 
bury Tales. 

Lost  Works. 
Supposititious  Works. 
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Linguistics  and  Versification : 

with  lists  of  early  glossaries  and  dictionaries  and  re- 
prints of  early  comments  on  versification. 

The  Fourteenth  Century : 

contemporary  literature  and  history,  English  and  Con- 
tinental ;  lists  of  editions  and  reference  books. 

Reference  List 

of    bibliographical    and    palaeographical    works    of 
Chaucer;  source  books  and  their  accessible  editions. 

Index 

cross-referenced  by  persons  and  by  topics. 

What  such  a  manual  would  contain,  in  contradistinction  to 
the  "Oxford  Chaucer,"  edited  by  Professor  Skeat,  for  in- 
stance, is  the  description  of  manuscripts  and  early  editions 
not  made  by  him  nor  by  any  editor,  the  reference  to  all 
monographs  and  articles  in  journals,  the  treatment  of  each 
spurious  work  fully,  with  lists  of  all  editions  containing  it,  and 
the  date  and  reason  of  its  rejection,  the  presentation  of  both 
sides  on  each  disputed  point.  Such  things  we  need;  we 
need  them  not  only  as  students  anxious  to  know  what  has 
been  done,  that  we  may  press  the  real  issue  further,  but  as 
bibliographers  desirous  of  introducing  into  the  unsystematized 
mass  of  English  literary  history  the  order  and  clearness 
already  attained  in  other  fields. 


THE  "1516"  EDITION  OF  GADDESDEN'S 
"ROSA  ANGLICA'* 

By  Byron  A.  Finney 

JOHN  OF  GADDESDEN,  court  physician  under  Ed- 
ward I,  whose  son  he  cured  of  the  smallpox,  ostensibly  by 
the  use  of  red  draperies  and  wrappings,  achieved  popular 
success  and  finally  an  immortal  resting  place  in  Chaucer's 
Prolog  as  the  "Doctour  of  Phisik.*'  In  the  early  years  of 
the  fourteenth  century  he  wrote  a  treatise  on  medicine,  en- 
titled: "Rosa  anglica  practica  medicine,'*  or  "Rosa  medi- 
cinae,"  of  which  a  number  of  manuscripts  are  to  be  found, 
and  which  was  first  printed  at  Pavia  in  1492,  in  one  volume, 
folio.  Its  success  was  such  as  to  carry  it  through  several  edi- 
tions, the  last  of  which,  in  two  volumes,  folio,  appeared  at 
Augsburg  (Augusta  Vindelicorum)  in  1595.  The  "Dic- 
tionary of  National  Biography"  (Vol.  20,  page  348) 
ascribes  this  edition  to  Vienna.  The  error  is  not  corrected 
in  the  volume  of  "Errata." 

Recently  my  attention  was  called  to  a  copy  of  the  "Rosa 
anglica"  which  had  come  into  the  possession  of  Dr.  George 
Dock,  of  the  medical  faculty  of  this  university,  and  the  date 
of  the  edition  was  brought  in  question.  As  is  seen  in  the 
colophon  herewith  reproduced  in  fac-simile,  it  was  printed  at 
Venice  by  Bonetus  Locatellus,  and  bears  the  device  of 
Octavianus  Scotus. 

C^m^aUencniemadato  t  cjrpcfie  bcreduTlobilts 
Ufrioiii  Octmim  Scoti  Ciuie  modoctiefie.'^erBa' 
netamXocaccIlum  ^ergomenrem  pKfbf  temm. 

Simo  folorifere  incamattoiB  oAiccfecudo  rup:a«£DilIei 
6iiitt<ingccefimu(£;*ocdmore):ro  1;al€n«3anudriae» 
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The  only  other  edition  quoted  in  the  "Dictionary  of 
National  Biography"  was  that  of  Venice,  1516,  but  the 
professors  in  our  Latin  department  agreed  that  the  date  of 
our  copy  must  be  translated  1502.  The  use  of  "ante," 
expressed  or  understood,  with  the  accusative,  as  in  this  case 
before  "Kalendas,"  is  found  to  be  frequent  in  both  late  and 
classical  Latin.  The  British  Museum  catalogue  of  printed 
books  (1880)  described  an  edition  published  at  Venice  in 
1516  so  like  the  above  that  I  made  inquiry  and  received 
response  that  their  printed  catalogue  was  in  error,  and  that 
they  have  only  the  editions  of  1492.  1502,  151 7  and  1595. 
Their  collation  of  the  edition  of  1502  agreed  exactly 
with  our  copy  in  question. 

The  disappearance  of  this  1516  edition  from  the  British 
Museum,  and  the  fact  that  the  "decimo  sexto"  might  be 
hastily  inferred  to  mean  the  sixteenth  year  after  1 500  instead 
of  the  sixteenth  day  before  the  Kalends  of  January  (ordi- 
narily, in  full,  ante  diem  decimum  sextum  kalendas  Januarias) 
led  us  to  make  inquiries  of  other  libraries. 

Of  some  twenty  principal  libraries  of  this  country  and 
Europe,  both  general  and  medical,  which  have  responded, 
only  one  claims  to  possess  the  edition  of  1516,  and  its  descrip- 
tion, in  a  letter  received  by  Dr.  Dock,  corresponds  to  our 
edition  of  1502. 

The  appended  rough  list  of  editions  quoted  in  the  biblio- 
graphies will  show  some  of  the  curiosities  found  in  following 
the  trail. 

Van  der  Linden,  whose  work,  "De  Scriptis  Medicis," 
appeared  in  1637,  is  the  earliest  writer,  as  far  as  I  have  seen, 
to  note  the  1516  edition.  More  than  a  century  passed  before 
Haller,  in  his  "Bibliotheca  Chirurgica"  ( 1  774)  adopted  his 
quotation,  and  then  this  same  edition  was  carried  by  some 
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dozen  or  more  bibliographers  down  through  the  nineteenth 
century. 

Haeser,  in  his  "Lehrbuch  der  Geschichte  der  Medicin/* 
Jena,  1875-82,  listed  exactly  the  same  editions  that  Haller 
gave  in  his  "Bibliotheca  Medicinae  Practicae"  in  1 776,  even 
including  another  edition,  supposed  to  have  been  published 
at  Pavia  in  1499,  also  quoted  by  Watt.  Haeser  gives  this 
edition  to  Jena,  as  is  also  done  by  Dr.  Handerson  in  an  article 
in  the  "Cleveland  Medical  JoumaF'  (October,  1904). 
although  printing  had  not  been  introduced  in  Jena  at  that 
time.  Haller  quotes  Tanner  for  another  impossible  edition 
at  Paris  in  1492.  It  is  amusing  to  notice  that  Watt  gives 
Trew^  (the  author  of  the  "Librorum  Botanicorum  Catalogi,'* 
Numberg,  1 752)  as  the  place  of  publication  for  the  edition 
of  1516,  misunderstanding  Haller's  punctuation. 

The  result  of  this  hasty  survey  disposes  of  the  edition  of 
1499,  and  of  the  one  at  Paris,  as  die  only  edition  of  the 
"Rosa"  printed  in  the  fifteenth  century  was  at  Pavia,  in  1 492, 
and  renders  it  doubtful  if  an  edition  of  1516  ever  existed.  It 
should  not  again  be  quoted  without  certainty,  and  if  any  one 
possesses  a  copy  of  that  edition,  it  would  be  a  service  to  the 
cause  of  exact  bibliography  to  make  it  known. 

The  edition  of  1 502  is  definitely  established. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  THEORY  AND  HIS- 
TORY OF  BOTANICAL  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

(Read  at  Baltimore  Meeting,  December  28,  1905.) 

By  J.  Christian  Bay 

D IBLIOGRAPHY,  as  taught  and  practiced  in  the  circle 
^  to  which  I  address  myself,  ranks  now  equal  to,  if  not 
among,  the  exact  sciences.  Its  immediate  object  is  the  aggre- 
gation of  facts,  isolated  and  regarded  in  their  mutual  relation- 
ships. Its  method  is  research;  and  the  requisite  polyhistoric, 
linguistic,  technical,  and  other  knowledge  necessary  for  suc- 
cessful, and  even  for  averagely  useful,  work,  does  not,  in 
quanty  or  in  philosophic  quality,  fall  below  that  required  by 
the  mathematician,  chemist,  or  biologist. 

These  assertions  require  no  apology  here,  nor  before  any 
other  audience  cognizant  of  the  historical  tradition  in  Science. 
An  apology  may  be  necessary  in  other  quarters,  however; 
and  very  likely  it  will  sooner  or  later  become  urgently  neces- 
sary. Science,  as  an  independent  branch  of  knowledge,  de- 
tached from  Medicine  and  Agriculture,  has  asserted  her  in- 
dependence; Bibliography,  as  a  self-competent  discipline, 
soon  will  be  forced  to  assert  herself,  and  to  insist  upon  a  de- 
tachment from  library  routine.  And  as  Science  established 
a  friendly  euid  useful  cooperation  with  the  useful  arts,  just  so 
will  Bibliography,  in  the  operation  of  libraries,  form  a  neces- 
sary and  useful  complement  to  library  management. 

The  problems  with  which  scientific  bibliography  is  con- 
fronted, can  be  solved  only  in  the  way  that  individual  investi- 
gators attempt,  within  successive  generations,  at  a  solution, 
such  as  lies  within  their  personal  powers,  on  the  basis  of  the 
material  produced  by  their  precursors,  supplemented  by  the 
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results  of  their  own  efforts.  The  ideal  lies  within  the  great 
intellectual  ideas  that  are  mankind's  common  property,  and 
also  the  property  of  the  individual  bibliographer,  according 
to  his  personal  qualifications.  The  recognition  of  this  ideal 
by  the  individual  worker  may  find  expression  in  many  ways : 
in  the  interest  he  manifests  in  the  true  welfare  of  the  institution 
he  serves;  in  his  eagerness  for  sane  principles  and  improved 
methods;  in  the  acquirement  of  fixed  elements  of  objective 
critique ;  in  his  readiness  to  acquire  and  impart  facts  concern- 
ing books  and  their  use  in  the  Library; — in  moral  as  well  as 
in  intellectual  personal  development.  This  is  named  first,  be- 
cause it  is  essential,  both  to  the  perfection  of  the  bibliograph- 
er's personal  character  and  to  the  quality  of  his  investigations 
and  their  results.  As  for  the  latter,  the  methodology  and  the 
preconceived  limitation  of  the  problems  are  very  important — 
so  much  so,  that  we  are  constantly  warned  against  superficial 
work  on  one  side  and  improvident  schemes  on  the  other. 
Considering  the  multitudinous  materials  aggregated  in  the 
past  and  continuously  aggregating  without  adequate  means 
providing  for  their  proper  care,  most  of  us  have  found  it 
necessary  to  adopt  the  principle  of  the  division  of  labor. 

It  is  not  sufficient  for  a  bibliographer  to  acquire  the  general 
knowledge  that  makes  one  a  useful  servant  in  a  Library :  the 
sense  for  books,  the  technique  of  library  records,  the  famili- 
arity with  reference  books,  book  prices  and  the  practice  of 
the  Reading  Room; — beside  all  this,  he  should  choose  a 
definite  province,  a  special  field  every  work  within  which  is, 
so  to  say,  a  matter  of  personal  autopsy  if  not  experience,  with 
him.  From  this  field  he  should  contemplate  all  others;  his 
experience  there  should  determine  his  attitude  to  the  litera- 
ture of  all  other  provinces,  and  to  philosophic  efforts  and  prac- 
tical work  generally.  Just  as  far  as  the  historian  will  be  from 
knowing  the  whole  world's  history  entirely  by  studying  spora- 
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dically  over  the  whole  field,  just  so  far  will  the  bibliographer 
be  from  speaking  with  authority  on  general  questions  unless 
he  has  acquired  a  detailed  knowledge  in  some  special  field. 
This  does  not  imply  that  he  should  become  a  specialist  in  the 
commonly  accepted  meaning  of  the  word,  but  that  he  must 
exercise  his  mental  and  moral  qualities,  his  technical  skill,  his 
positive  knowledge,  his  general  intelligence,  in  some  such  way, 
that  he  has  acquired  a  comprehensive  view  of  bibliographical 
work  in  general  and  met,  and  conquered,  the  difficulties  that 
arise,  out  of  general  causes,  within  each  special  field. 

This  kind  of  speculation  is  not  the  common — and  yet 
it  is.  If  it  were  not,  we  should  hear  less  of  specialists  that 
view  every  problem  in  the  light  of  their  own  limitations,  and 
support  a  disproportionate  development  if  this  be  favorable 
to  their  own  ends.  Indeed,  such  a  kind  of  specialization  is 
very  dangerous.  On  the  other  hand,  scientific  specialization  is 
the  only  means  by  which  general  problems  can  be  ventilated ; 
the  thorough  exploration  within  a  special  field  is  the  only  way 
to  gain  general  insight.  The  specialist  that  loses  sight  of  this 
general  insight,  or  grows  blind  to  the  historical  and  real  con- 
tinuity between  his  field  and  its  surroundings,  occupies  the 
same  place  in  Bibliography  as  he  would  find  for  himself,  let 
us  say,  in  Botany,  if  he  studied  the  vegetation  of  a  certain 
region  for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  making  a  check  list 
of  species  and  gathering  specimens  for  mere  registration. 

Bibliographers  occupying  a  special  field,  and  bibliographies 
of  special  subjects,  are,  therefore,  the  more  useful  as  they  re- 
flect a  totality  of  view,  a  regard  for  method,  a  remembrance 
of  general  purpose.  The  bibliography  of  botany  is  culti- 
vated, or  should  be  cultivated  neither  for  the  only  purpose  of 
enabling  botanists  to  find  the  literature  pertaining  to  their 
special  work,  nor  for  the  exclusive  use  of  librarians.  The 
common  end  of  the  librarian's  efforts — which  are  perhaps 
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mainly  sociological — and  of  the  botanist's — which  are  scien- 
tific, pure  or  applied — the  common  end  of  the  efforts  of  both 
lies  within  the  sphere  of  practical  philosophy.  And  the 
forum  where  they  meet  is  the  Inquiry  Department  or  the 
Reading  Room.  There  are  but  few  examples  in  the  litera- 
ture of  the  bibliography  of  botany  where  the  meeting  may 
be  considered  decidedly  successful — in  other  words,  where 
the  knowledge  of  the  botanist  and  the  skill  of  the  biblio- 
grapher truly  supplement  each  other  and  form  a  happy  union. 
One  is  Albrecht  von  Haller's  Bibliotheca  botanica  (1771- 
1772),  the  other,  Pritzers  Thesaurus  literaturae  botanicae 
(1851  and  1872-1876). 

Haller,  in  the  bibliography  of  botany,  is  our  "Altmeister.** 
Practically  no  botanical  work,  no  book  touching  upon  medi- 
cal botany  and  agricultural  applications  of  this  science,  is 
wanting  in  his  compilation.  On  the  other  hand,  there  are 
no  collations  or  descriptive  notes — a  great  loss,  considering 
that  Haller  followed  the  principle  of  including  no  title  unless 
he  had  himself  seen  the  book,  or  obtained  information  prac- 
tically amounting  to  autopsy.  There  is,  however,  an  abund- 
ance of  biographical  and  critical  annotation  which  we  do  not 
find  in  his  immediate  forerunner  Seguier  (Bibl.  Bot.  1 740 
and  1760). 

Pritzel  (lib.  cit.)  for  the  first  time  compiled  a  bibliography 
of  botany  founded  upon  personal  investigation,  comparison 
of  copies  and  editions,  and  complete  observation  of  technical 
methods.  For  that  reason,  the  two  editions  of  his  Thesaurus 
are  the  main  source  of  information,  from  a  general  standpoint, 
in  this  special  field.  The  work  is  one  that  will  be  used  for 
years  before  a  misprint,  or  a  mistake,  is  discovered.  It  is  not 
generally  known,  I  think,  that  the  two  editions  differ  some- 
what in  scope,  the  first  including  a  number  of  books  in  applied 
botany  afterwards  left  out  in  the  second.     Brief  biographic 
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notes  and  very  complete  description  of  difficult  material  are 
other  conspicuous  advantages  of  this  famous  bibliography. 

Bibliographers  and  the  better  class  of  booksellers  publish- 
ing after  1 876  (or  1 872,  the  date  of  publication  of  the  author 
catalogue  portion  of  the  Thesaurus)  have  usually  added  im- 
portance to  their  work  by  noting  books  "not  given'*  in  Prit- 
zel's  Thesaurus.  In  many  cases  this  fact  does  not  imply,  for 
works  published  before  1 872,  any  oversight  on  Pritzel's  part, 
and  generally  indicates  only  the  fact  that  the  books  in  ques- 
tion did  not  fall  within  the  scope  designed  for  the  Thesaurus. 
A  considerable  portion  of  the  botanical  literature  1 872- 1 880 
was  included  in  B.  D.  Jackson's  Guide  to  the  literature  of 
botany  (1881),  which  announces  that  it  contains  titles  of 
some  6,000  works  not  given  in  Pritzel's  Thesaurus.  Jack- 
son's compilation  falls,  however,  deplorably  short  of  its  illus- 
trious complement  in  that  it  gives  only  short  titles  and  aims 
not  at  any  degree  of  completion. 

After  this  time,  no  adequate  general  compilation  is  found. 
In  1897,  Stein  (Man.  p.  153)  communicated  the  following 
surprising  information;  given  as  a  note  in  connection  with 
Jackson's  Guide :  **Ces  deux  ouvrages  [namely,  Pritzel  and 
Jackson]  rendent  inutiles  les  publications  autrefois  celebres 
de  J.  F.  Seguier  (1 760)  et  d'A.  von  Haller  (1 772),  et  de- 
viendront  a  leur  tour  inutiles  quand  paraitra  la  grande  biblio- 
graphie  botanique  que  prepare  I'American  Association  for 
the  Advancement  of  Science."  Apart  from  the  absurdity  of 
"rendre  inutile"  the  works  of  Seguier,  Haller,  Pritzel  and 
Jackson,  except  by  republication,  the  suggestion  of  repeating 
the  investigation  through  the  American  Association  looks, 
perhaps,  plausible  enough  to  an  outsider;  but  there  is  no 
foundation  for  the  conjecture.  The  gap  between  1872  and 
the  present  day  remains  yet  to  be  filled;  and  this  constitutes 
the  work  to  which  my  spare  time  has  been  given  for  many 
years. 
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The  botanical  bibliography  of  special  countries  shows 
instances  of  the  most  splendid  efforts.  For  Mexico,  we  have 
Leon's  excellent  bibliography  (1895),  for  Canada,  Penhal- 
low's  historical  treatise,  and,  in  later  years,  yearly  lists 
(Trans.  Roy.  Soc.  Can.).  For  the  United  States  we  have 
as  yet  no  adequate  botanical  bibliography,  but  very  good 
fragmentary  material  is  furnished  by  the  publications  of  W. 
G.  Farlow,  Cambridge  Botanical  Supply  Company,  Miss 
Josephine  A.  Clark,  Miss  Tilden,  the  Editor  of  the  Bull. 
Torrey  Bot.  Club,  the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden,  and 
others.  Colmeiro*s  compilation  for  Spain,  Herder's  for 
Russia,  Warming's  for  Denmark,  and  Wikstrom's  for  Swe- 
den all  represent  serious  and  exhaustive  work. 

The  bibliography  of  special  topics  is  not  only  exemplified 
in,  but  may  take  for  its  model,  Burgerstein's  materials  for  a 
monograph  on  transpiration  (Verhandl.  der  zoologisch-bot- 
anischen  Gesellschaft  in  Wien  vol.  37,  39  and  41 )  :  an  anno- 
tated bibliography  of  the  highest  rank,  exact,  exhaustive, 
founded  entirely  upon  autopsy.  MacDougal  and  Schneider 
have  given  a  very  useful  compilation  of  titles  on  symbiosis  in 
the  vegetable  kingdom. 

Among  library  catalogues  including  botanical  collections 
only  we  would  call  attention  especially  to  Miss  Clark's  able 
catalogue  of  the  botanical  portion  of  the  Library  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  and  to  the  Catalogue  of  the  pre- 
linnaean  library  collected  by  Dr.  Sturtevant  and  presented  to 
the  Missouri  Botanical  Garden.  The  catalogue  of  the  library 
of  Kew  Gardens  seemed  surprisingly  slender,  until,  in  1904, 
the  British  Museum  (Natural  History)  began  the  publica- 
tion of  its  magnificent  library — a  work  that  will  for  many 
years  form  a  most  valuable  source  of  information  for  books  in 
all  fields  of  natural  history  (until  now,  vols.  I.-II.  have  been 
published,  reaching  as  far  as  letter  K.)  and  moreover  form  a 
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model  for  all  similar  undertakings.  Its  forms  of  entry,  author 
headings,  descriptive  notes  and  contents  notes  are  ideally 
framed;  besides,  the  catalogue  includes  most  of  the  really 
valuable  works  and  very  little  superfluous  material. 

Last,  yet  as  a  matter  of  importance,  comes  the  considera- 
tion of  the  current  botanical  literature.  In  this  field,  various 
countries,  such  as  Canada,  Denmark,  Sweden,  Russia,  Ger- 
many and  Italy,  are  provided  with  local  lists  for  each  year. 
The  general  progress  from  year  to  year,  of  the  world's  botani- 
cal work,  hats  been  subject  of  analysis  and  review,  since  1 870 
by  the  yearly  Botanischer  Jahresbericht  (begun  by  Just,  con- 
tinued by  Koehne  and  Fedde),  since  1880  by  the  weekly 
Botanisches  Centralblatt,  and  since  1901  by  the  Interna- 
tional Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literaure. 

Just's  Jahresbericht  is  an  excellent  yearbook  for  botanists. 
Though  not  complete  as  to  lists  of  literature,  it  brings  out 
the  literature  essential  in  the  progress  of  botany.  It  has  a 
classified  arrangement,  each  subject  and  each  country  repre- 
sented by  well  qualified  collaborators. 

The  Centralblatt,  as  a  weekly  organ,  and  bringing  more 
or  less  exhaustive  reviews  of  individual  books  and  papers, 
has  filled  a  very  conspicuous  place  in  the  progress  of  botany, 
and  remains  yet  the  leading  organ  of  current  information. 
Since  1 902  the  list  of  new  literature  which  had  been,  since 
the  beginning,  a  feature  of  each  issue  and  always  one  of  great 
value,  is  printed  on  a  separate  sheet  and  can  be  removed  so  as 
to  form  a  separate  volume  for  each  year.  As  this  yearly 
volume  may,  with  some  slight  improvements,  notably  the  ad- 
dition of  an  author  and  subject  index,  easily  be  improved  in 
such  a  way  as  to  become  generally  useful  and  practically 
complete,  it  commends  itself  as  worthy  of  more  liberal  sup- 
port than  can,  for  practical  reasons,  fall  to  the  share  of  either 
the  Jahresbericht  or  the  International  Catalogue.    Both  these 
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are  very  expensive,  the  International  Catalogue  absurdly  so. 
What  is  needed  for  botany,  by  way  of  periodical  lists  of  new 
literature,  is  a  yearly  conspectus,  roughly  classified,  published 
promptly  on  the  close  of  each  year,  and  sold  at  a  moderate 
price.  Indeed,  a  similar  necessity  exists  in  nearly  all  other 
fields  of  literature,  but  in  botany  the  existing  publication  ful- 
filling most  nearly  the  conditions  described  is  the  "Neue 
Litteratur*'-section  of  the  Botanisches  Centralblatt,  and 
its  defects,  as  stated  above,  are  such  as  could  easily,  and  with 
but  a  trifling  expense,  be  supplied  by  the  publishers.  What 
makes  this  list  all  the  more  valuable  to  the  American  biblio- 
grapher and  botanist  is  that  our  botanical  literature  is  most 
promptly  and  faithfully  recorded  there. 

The  Jahresbericht  occupies  its  ov^  field  as  an  authorita- 
tive annual  report  on  the  progress  of  botany.  For  various 
reasons,  most  of  them  obvious  and  almost  necessary,  the  issues 
are  somewhat  tardy  of  appearance. 

If  these  two  periodicals  are  properly  recognized,  and  above 
all,  if  their  editors  are  kept  supplied  with  the  periodicals  and 
separate  issues  involved  in  their  publication  and  in  their  char- 
acter as  literary  botanical  journals,  the  publication  of  the 
botanical  portion  of  the  International  Catalogue  would  not 
be  necessary.  The  International  Catalogue  is  not  decidedly 
satisfactory ;  it  is  inadequate,  laborious,  expensive,  and  repre- 
sentative of  considerable  expanse  of  work  that  would  cer- 
tainly be  applied  advantageously  elsewhere.  I  feel  certain 
that  all  persons  interested  in  its  undertaking  expected  a  dif- 
ferent result:  Prompt  publication  of  handy,  yet  complete 
lists  of  the  year's  literature  in  every  field  the  Catalogue  was 
designed  to  cover;  a  publication  accessible  to  others  than 
large  libraries  and  persons  of  liberal  means; — the  disappoint- 
ment has  been  keen  in  many  quarters.  For  it  is  true  that  the 
requirements  made  upon  the  individual  bibliographer  are  re- 
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peated,  perhaps  with  added  stress,  in  the  case  of  collective 
undertakings;  and  the  International  Catalogue  exemplifies  a 
narrow  living  upon  liberal  means,  while,  as  the  world's 
economy  goes,  the  individual  bibliographer  is  obliged  to  do 
his  work  single-handed  and  to  make  a  hard  struggle  for  every 
inch  of  material  that  he  is  fortunate  enough  to  add  to  his  field 
of  observation. 


MATERIAL  IN  THE  LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

FOR  A  STUDY  OF  UNITED  STATES 

NAVAL  HISTORY 

(Read  at  Baltimore  meeting,  December  28,   1905.) 

By  Charles  Henry  Lincob 

A  GREAT  library  furnishes  three  groups  of  material  upon 
which  historians  may  base  their  narratives.  There  are 
books  of  recent  date  giving  information  regarding  the  period 
under  investigation.  There  are  printed  materials  of  contemp- 
orary date  such  as  newspapers,  broadsides,  journals  and  re- 
ports. Finally  there  are  the  original  records  in  manuscript 
upon  which  the  others  are  usually  founded.  These  three 
sources  of  information  will  be  considered  in  turn  in  this  en- 
deavor to  present  an  estimate  of  the  material  in  the  Library 
of  Congress  for  a  study  of  United  States  naval  history. 

By  the  investigator,  books  of  recent  date  are  sometimes  re- 
garded as  of  little  worth  unless  containing  reprints  of  records 
contemporary  vnth  the  events  described,  but  I  doubt  not  that 
the  pen  of  many  a  vsnriter  has  been  sharpened  by  statements 
found  in  these  publications.  In  the  field  of  naval  history  the 
book  collections  of  the  Library  of  Congress  are  fairly  com- 
plete. The  reports  of  various  Secretaries  of  War  and  of  the 
Navy,  the  decisions  of  the  courts  in  Admiralty  cases,  the 
recommendations  of  naval  committees  of  the  legislature  and 
the  debate  upon  these  recommendations  illustrate  one  type 
of  this  class  material.  Another  is  found  in  descriptions 
of  naval  operations  as  distinct  from  naval  organization.  This 
field  is  covered  by  histories  of  the  navy.     Those  by  Clark, 

84 
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Cooper,  Maclay,  Spears  and  Waite  are  good  illustrations  of 
the  material  upon  our  shelves.  With  them  are  the  biograph- 
ies and  memoirs  of  naval  officers — ^Jones  and  Barry,  Preble 
and  Hull,  Farragut  and  Semmes  and  of  notable  ships — the 
Constitution,  the  Kearsarge  and  the  Alabama.  Many  of 
these  volumes  are  on  the  shelves  of  other  libraries  but  it  is 
doubted  if  any  can  show  a  larger  collection  relating  to  a 
prominent  officer  like  Jones  or  a  more  varied  group  relating 
to  comparatively  unknovs^n  men.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to 
mention  the  histories  of  foreign  navies  which  have  been  at 
war  with  our  own.  The  value  of  a  different  point  of  view 
such  as  is  taken  by  Clowes,  James  or  Jurien  de  La  Graviere 
and  the  advantage  derived  by  them  from  a  study  of  sources 
unavailable  in  America  does  not  need  emphasis. 

Biographies  and  articles  found  in  the  proceedings  of 
learned  societies  often  go  into  greater  detail  as  regards  in- 
dividual actions  than  do  works  of  a  more  comprehensive 
character.  To  take  but  a  single  example  the  Proceedings  of 
the  United  States  Naval  Institute  give  in  their  successive 
issues  the  results  of  careful  investigation  by  men  well  qualified 
to  discuss  naval  subjects.  An  occasional  article  in  more 
popular  magazines  may  also  be  used  to  advantage.  The  lack 
of  any  history  of  the  United  States  Navy  Department  in- 
creases the  value  of  such  material  as  I  have  mentioned  and 
renders  yet  more  important  to  the  student  official  publications 
like  the  United  States  Naval  Regulations,  the  "Cockrell  Re- 
port'*^ and  the  Official  Records  of  the  Union  and  Con- 
federate Navies  now  being  issued  by  the  Naval  War  Rec- 
ords Office. 

Let  us  consider  next  what  I  have  termed  contemporary 
printed  records — legislative  journals,  newspapers  and  tracts 

I  Sen.  Repts.  50th  Congress  1st  sess.  No.  507,  pt.  3.  See  also  List  of  Navy 
Dept.  Publications  to  1881,  47th  Congress,  1st  sess..  Sen.  Elx.  Docs.  No.  37. 
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or  pamphlets.  In  the  field  of  the  press  there  is  room  for  great 
advance  in  the  collections  of  any  library.  All  of  the  news- 
papers of  the  country  are  not  printed  at  one  place  and  their 
complete  files  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  one  library.  I 
think  I  am  safe  in  saying  that  in  the  case  of  both  periodicals 
and  newspapers  no  library  gathers  a  more  complete  collec- 
tion of  recent  issues  than  does  the  Library  of  Congress.^ 
Among  the  most  important  on  naval  history  may  be  men- 
tioned the  Army  and  Navy  Chronicle  [1835-18441  and  the 
Army  and  Navy  Register  [1876-  1.     For  the  middle 

period  of  our  history  there  are  in  addition  to  these  two  papers 
the  National  Intelligencer,  the  Daily  Globe  and  the  Journal 
all  published  at  the  seat  of  government  and  all  containing 
items  of  interest.  Of  the  earlier  issues — the  Continental  and 
Revolutionary  press — the  lists  of  the  Library  show  almost 
complete  files  of  several  of  the  most  important  papers  pub- 
lished at  the  seaports  of  the  nation. 

Privateering  was  of  great  assistance  to  the  Americsui  cause 
during  the  war  against  Great  Britain  and  the  aid  obtained 
from  France  was  of  even  more  benefit.  For  the  greater  por- 
tion of  this  period  Boston  was  the  naval  port  of  the  country 
which  remained  open.  To  Boston,  resorted  national  and 
state  vessels  of  every  type  whether  warships  or  privateers,  and 
to  Boston  came  many  of  the  relief  ships  from  France.  In 
New  England  the  larger  part  of  the  Continental  navy  was 
built.  The  same  section  sent  out  more  privateers  than  any 
other.  Boston  was  the  naval  center  of  New  England  and  in 
its  newspapers  may  be  found  much  of  the  naval  history  of 
the  time.  Here  are  records  of  the  movements  of  American 
vessels  and  the  capture  and  sale  of  British  and  Colonial 
prizes.    One  of  the  best  papers  for  this  naval  intelligence  was 

I  See  Report  of  Librarian  of  Congress  1901,  Appendix  VII  where  is  given  a 
list  of  newspapers  currently  on  file.  For  earlier  issues  see  "A  check  list  of 
American  Newspapers  in  Ae  Library  of  Congress,  Wash.,"  1901. 
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the  Boston  Gazette  and  of  this  paper  the  Library  of  Congress 
has  an  almost  complete  file  from  1  776  to  1 783.  In  addition  to 
the  Gazette  the  Library  has  a  complete  file  of  the  Independ- 
ent Chronicle  from  1 777  to  the  end  of  the  war  and  partial 
files  of  several  other  papers.  Perhaps  Philadelphia  will  rank 
next  to  Boston  as  a  port  for  American  shipping  during  this 
period.  Although  its  harbor  was  more  dangerous  of  en- 
trance than  that  of  Boston  and  the  latter  was  nearer  the  line 
of  the  British  West  Indian  trade,  Philadelphia  was  the  center 
of  much  naval  activity.  Here  again  lists  of  prizes  and  priva- 
teers, sailings  and  engagements  may  be  found  in  the  news- 
paper files  of  the  National  Library.  Its  file  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Packet  is  an  excellent  one,  and  with  the  numbers  of 
the  Journal,  Gazette  and  Ledger  (Tory)  available,  gives  a 
nearly  complete  record  of  naval  intelligence  for  that  port. 
More  complete  files  of  Boston  and  Philadelphia  papers  may, 
it  is  true,  be  found  in  the  respective  cities  in  which  they  were 
published  but  it  is  more  helpful  to  work  with  a  file  convenient 
to  other  sources  of  information  and  herein  is  found  an  ad- 
vantage for  the  worker  in  Washington.  For  New  London, 
Richmond,  Charleston  and  other  ports  of  entry  during  the 
Revolution,  the  National  Library  makes  a  less  favorable 
showing  and  indeed  in  two  of  these  cases  the  States  them- 
selves must  be  visited  in  order  to  obtain  the  newspaper  ma- 
terial desired.  Fortunately  Colonial  and  State  records  do 
much  to  fill  in  weak  spots  in  press  collections.  The  New 
London  County  Historical  Society  and  the  Rhode  Island 
Records  aid  the  student  of  naval  operations  even  if  they  do 
not  take  the  place  of  the  Providence  and  Connecticut  Ga- 
zettes, and  the  same  is  true  of  other  localities. 

At  their  best  files  of  newspapers  can  give  but  a  part  of  the 
desired  information  regarding  the  early  American  navy. 
Among  printed  sources  there  remain  contemporary  publica- 
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tions  by  the  national  and  state  governments  and  the  pamphlet 
literature  of  the  period,  another  strong  point  for  the  national 
collection.  The  years  of  the  Continental  Congress  and  the 
quarter  century  under  the  new  constitution,  cover  the  early 
period  of  United  States  history.  The  Revolution,  the  trouble 
with  France,  the  campaign  against  the  Barbary  States  and 
the  War  of  1812  are  conspicuous  for  the  naval  activity  dis- 
played and  in  printed  material  for  a  study  of  this  period  the 
Library  of  Congress  is  rich.  It  is  believed  that  for  the  first 
fourteen  Congresses  that  library  has  a  complete  file  of  the 
printed  papers  of  the  national  legislature.  For  the  Con- 
tinental Congress,  the  original  journals  are  in  process  of  publi- 
cation by  the  Library.  Calendars  of  important  personal 
papers  have  been  published  and  an  exceptionally  large  col- 
lection of  pamphlets  for  the  earlier  years  of  the  1 9th  century 
throw  light  on  the  naval  as  well  as  the  political  history  of 
the  country.  So  much  for  printed  material.  We  now  come 
to  the  source  on  which  chief  reliance  must  always  be  placed, 
the  original  manuscripts  of  the  Central  government  and  of 
naval  officers. 

Acknowledgment  must  be  made  at  once  that  the  naval 
manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress  relate  in  great  part 
to  the  Colonial  or  Revolutionary  period  of  American  history. 
The  collections  at  Washington  of  later  date  are  almost  wholly 
in  the  Departments  of  War  and  of  the  Navy.  In  the  latter 
department  are  to  be  found  over  3,000  volumes  of  letters 
alone  relating  to  naval  operations  and  these  are  but  a  part  of 
the  official  records  there  available.  But  there  must  be  a 
foundation  upon  which  a  history  written  from  these  sources 
may  rest.  In  the  Navy  Department  there  is  but  little  of  im- 
portance relating  to  the  United  States  Navy  before  1  798. 
For  nine  years  under  the  Constitution  the  Naval  Office  was 
but  a  division  of  the  War  Department  and  in  1800  the  fire 
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in  that  department  destroyed  practically  all  the  manuscript 
material  there  on  file  relating  to  the  Navy.  In  the  early  days 
also  much  material  which  would  now  be  considered  official 
was  considered  private  and  did  not  remain  in  the  War  or 
Navy  Department  files.  Many  letters  to  the  Secretary  him- 
self, as  in  the  case  of  Secretary  Benjamin  W.  Crowninshield, 
left  the  office  with  the  retirement  of  the  incumbent.  Numer- 
ous logbooks  and  letterbooks,  such  as  those  of  Edward 
Preble  were  retained  by  their  respective  owners.  For  the 
period  earlier  thcin  the  Constitution  such  naval  meuiuscripts 
as  were  official  were  in  the  possession  of  the  Continental 
Congress.  They  later  went  to  the  State  Department  and  are 
now  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Here  also  are  collections 
of  personal  papers  dealing  with  an  earlier  period  than  do  the 
manuscripts  in  the  Navy  Department  and  it  is  upon  these 
that  all  histories  of  the  foundation  of  the  United  States  Navy 
must  be  based.  An  examination  of  these  manuscripts  is  then 
in  order  at  this  time. 

First  in  importance  are  the  inanuscript  journals  of  the  Con- 
tinental Congress  from  1 774  to  1 788.  These  would  be  im- 
portant if  they  did  no  more  than  unfold  to  us  the  various 
changes  in  the  methods  of  administering  the  navy  during  the 
revolution.  Only  as  these  methods  are  understood  can  the 
material  in  the  papers  of  the  Continental  Congress  be  most 
advantageously  used.  Although  these  records  are  in  course 
of  publication  by  the  Library  it  will  be  some  time  before  the 
series  is  completed  2ind  I  make  this  my  excuse  for  tracing 
from  them  the  development  of  our  national  naval  organiza- 
tion to  the  close  of  1 783. 

At  the  outset  of  the  war  the  navy  received  little  considera- 
tion and  Congress  made  no  direct  provision  for  its  control. 
Each  matter  of  naval  business  as  it  arose  in  Congress  appears 
to  have  been  decided  offhand  or  if  of  sufficient  importance 
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to  warrant,  to  have  been  referred  to  a  special  committee. 
The  first  sign  of  executive  control  or  in  other  words  the  origin 
of  a  distinct  Marine  Board  appears  on  Oct.  13,  1  775,  when 
Deane,  Langdon  and  Gadsden  were  appointed  a  committee 
to  fit  out  two  sailing  vessels.  On  Oct.  30,  two  more  vessels 
were  ordered  and  Hopkins,  Hewes,  R.  H.  Lee  and  John 
Adams  were  added  to  the  committee.  No  new  name  was 
suggested  for  this  board  and  it  continued  to  be  known  as  the 
Committee  on  fitting  out  armed  vessels  or  more  con- 
veniently the  Naval  Committee.  Just  when  this  board  be- 
came merged  in  the  more  formal  Marine  Committee  it  is 
difficult  to  state.  On  Nov.  23,  1  775,  it  brought  before  Con- 
gress a  Code  of  Rules  for  the  Government  of  the  Navy  and 
on  Dec.  22  it  was  directed  to  join  the  officers  of  the  Navy 
in  drawing  up  regulations  for  the  distribution  of  prize  money. 
Meanwhile  on  Dec.  14  a  Marine  Committee  consisting  of 
thirteen  members,  one  from  each  state,  was  selected  and  into 
this  the  older  board  seems  to  have  been  merged.  Most  of 
the  members  of  the  Naval  Committee  served  on  the  later 
board,'  to  which,  on  Jan.  25,  I  776,  Congress  gave  control 
of  the  fleet. 

This  committee  with  its  successor,  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty, was  one  of  the  most  important  in  Congress.  Its  let- 
ters, reports  and  recommendations  fill  three  large  volumes  and 
many  other  of  its  papers  are  found  in  collections  like  those 
of  the  Jones  or  Barry  manuscripts  as  well  as  in  other  volumes 
of  the  Continental  Congress  papers.  Its  letter  book  alone 
contains  copies  of  505  distinct  letters  besides  many  duplicates 
covering  a  period  of  four  years.  Of  these  371  are  from  the 
Marine  Committee  itself  and  134  from  the  Board  of  Ad- 
miralty which  succeeded  it.     Among  the  copies  here  found 

^John  Adams  went  home;  Langdon  to  Ticonderoga  and  later  became  naval 
agent. 
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it  is  difficult  to  emphasize  particular  groups  of  letters.  From 
one  view  point  those  directed  to  various  captains  and  com- 
manders are  most  important,  from  another,  the  directions  to 
subordinate  naval  boards  or  naval  agents  should  be  most 
emphasized.  In  the  latter  division  are  86  letters  to  the  Navy 
Board  at  Boston  and  nearly  as  many  more  to  naval  agents  at 
the  various  Nevs^  England  ports.  Answers  to  these  letters 
are  found  in  other  volumes.  Often  the  answers  are  addressed 
to  Congress  rather  than  to  the  Marine  Committee,  for  it  must 
be  understood  that  at  its  most  influential  stage  this  board 
was  but  a  standing  committee  of  Congress.  When  indeed 
its  composition  was  changed  to  include  men  outside  Congress 
as  well  as  delegates,  the  Board  became  weaker  rather  than 
stronger. 

It  may  be  fitting  at  this  point  to  say  a  word  as  to  the  com- 
position of  the  Marine  Committee  and  its  successor,  the 
Board  of  Admiralty.  Its  officers  were  a  president,  vice-presi- 
dent and  secretary,  the  latter  office  being  filled  by  that  well- 
known  patriot,  John  Brown.  Among  the  presidents  may  be 
noted  such  names  as  John  Hancock,  Samuel  Adams,  Rich- 
ard Henry  Lee  and  Henry  Laurens.  All  of  these  men  are 
represented  in  the  manuscripts  in  the  Library.  There  are  im- 
portant groups  of  letters  from  some  of  them  and  although  all 
do  not  relate  to  naval  matters  there  are  many  which  serve  to 
throw  light  on  some  obscure  point.  Probably  the  most  in- 
fluential member  of  the  committee  was  Robert  Morris,  at  one 
time  its  vice-president  and  later  Agent  of  Marine  and  Super- 
intendent of  Finance.  Owing  to  his  prominence  in  the  gov- 
ernment of  our  early  navy  it  is  but  right  to  include  among  the 
material  in  the  rational  library  from  which  a  history  may  be 
written,  not  only  the  direct  records  of  the  Marine  Committee 
but  as  well  the  large  collection  of  Morris  manuscripts  num- 
bering 1 3  volumes  and  his  official  reports  and  letters  as  Super- 
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intendent  of  Finance.  In  both  of  these  groups  will  be  found 
many  papers  relating  to  the  building  and  equipment  of  ships 
together  with  the  cost  of  their  maintenance.  Among  the 
earlier  letters  are  many  relating  to  operations  during  1776 
and  1777.  Other  important  names  upon  the  rolls  of  the 
Marine  Committee  are  those  of  William  Whipple,  William 
Ellery  and  Francis  Lewis,  men  prominent  in  early  Congres- 
sional discussion  and  writing. 

The  Board  of  Amiralty  must  detain  us  but  a  moment. 
Established  Oct.  28,  1  779,  it  was  to  consist  of  three  com- 
missioners from  without  Congress  and  two  members  from 
among  the  delegates.  It  is  enough  to  say  that  the  board  of 
commissioners  was  never  full  and  the  burden  of  the  work  fell 
on  the  two  members  from  Congress.  Discontinued  in  July, 
1 781 ,  after  one  Secretary  of  Marine  had  been  appointed  the 
Board  was  succeeded  by  Robert  Morris  as  Agent  of  Marine 
on  September  7.  Into  the  details  of  the  change  we  cannot 
go  but  the  appointment  was  preceded  by  several  reports 
favoring  a  one  man  power.  The  direction  of  Morris  lasted 
until  Nov.  1,  1784,  after  which  Congress  resumed  direct 
control,  although  Joseph  Pennell,  the  paymaster  under 
Morris,  appears  to  have  been  head  clerk  for  marine  matters. 
He  wras  in  I  786  (March  24)  appointed  Commissioner  of 
Accounts  for  the  Marine  Department  and  was  perhaps  as  im- 
portant a  figure  as  remained  in  the  field  of  naval  intelligence 
until  the  adoption  of  the  new  Constitution. 

Having  sketched  the  history  of  the  central  office  and  men- 
tioned the  chief  sources  from  which  it  may  be  studied  let  us 
glance  at  the  other  side  of  the  picture.  Here  are  letters  from 
commanders  in  service  and  from  department  officials  at  vari- 
ous seaports.  Prominent  among  them  are  the  letters  from 
Benedict  Arnold  giving  an  account  of  his  naval  campaign 
upon  Lake  Champlain  in  October  1 776.     By  his  defeat  of 


UnUed  States  Naval  History 93 

Carlton  at  this  time  Arnold  prevented  the  cutting  off  of  New 
England  from  New  York,  an  essential  service  to  America 
and  one  which  was  not  offset  by  his  treason  four  years  later. 
This  success  upon  Lake  Champlain  is  sometimes  ranked  as 
the  most  important  naval  victory  of  the  war.  Another  large 
collection  is  that  of  the  John  Paul  Jones  manuscripts.  A 
calendar  of  a  portion  of  these  has  been  issued  by  the  Library 
but  there  remain  a  great  part  of  his  letters  to  the  Continental 
Congress,  two  volumes  of  manuscripts  relating  to  the  court 
martial  of  Capt.  Peter  Landais,  of  the  Alliance,  and  James 
Arthur  Degge,  1  st  Lt.  of  the  Bon  Homme  Richard.  Many 
of  the  papers  of  John  Barry  are  in  our  files.  Among  them  are 
the  muster  book  of  the  Alliance  1 782-1  783,  a  letter  book  for 
the  same  period  and  miscellaneous  letters  to  Barry  from 
Robert  Morris,  Benjamin  Walker,  James  McHenry,  Ben- 
jamin Stoddert  and  Robert  Smith  from  1 782  to  1 801 .  Let- 
ters from  subordinate  officials  of  the  Marine  Department  are 
of  frequent  occurence.  At  Boston  was  the  Navy  Board  for 
the  Eastern  Department,  at  Philadelphia  the  Navy  Board 
for  the  Middle  District  and  at  almost  every  port  in  the 
country  there  was  a  naval  agent.  The  letters  from  these  men 
are  found  in  part  in  the  volumes  already  referred  to  as  dis- 
tinctly naval  in  character  but  many  are  in  the  general  corre- 
spondence of  the  Congress  filling  24  volumes.  (No.  78.) 
Here  they  must  be  sought  under  the  names  of  the  agents 
although  references  are  occasionally  made  to  the  vessel  or 
movements  concerned.  Among  the  most  important  of  these 
agents  were  John  Bradford  at  Boston,  John  Langdon  at 
Portsmouth,  and  John  Nixon  and  John  Maxwell  Nesbitt  at 
Philadelphia. 

Mention  of  these  agents  calls  attention  to  a  side  of  naval 
history  already  mentioned  but  well  worthy  our  attention  at 
this  time — privateering  and  the  establishment  of  prize  court 
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jurisdiction.  The  naval  agents  were  usually  the  same  persons 
as  the  Continental  Agents  and  as  in  the  latter  capacity  they 
looked  to  Congress  for  their  authority  they  would  naturally 
do  so  in  their  connection  with  the  disposal  of  prizes  and  the 
assignment  of  prize  money.  Whether  or  not  privateering 
and  the  establishment  of  prize  courts  would  now  be  con- 
sidered strictly  in  the  field  of  naval  history  does  not  matter. 
During  the  American  Revolution  privateering  was  a  neces- 
sity. Marine  Committees  were  as  well  pleased  as  the  public, 
by  the  news  of  plunder  obtained  in  this  manner.  In  1  777 
Robert  Morris,  in  charge  of  the  marine  establishment  at 
Philadephia,  wrote  that  the  income  from  the  sales  of  prizes 
was  the  mainstay  of  the  navy  and  the  cruise  of  John  Barry  in 
the  fall  of  1 782  acquired  much  of  its  prestige  from  the  fact 
that  it  was  the  most  remunerative  of  the  war,  its  gains  amount- 
ing to  over  £600,000.  No  less  imporant  was  the  stimulus 
given  by  privateering  to  the  establishment  of  a  national  judici- 
ary. Committees  for  the  settlement  of  questions  of  prizes  and 
prize  money  gave  place  to  the  Continental  Admiralty  Court 
and  this  court  by  encouraging  a  jurisdiction  superior  to  that 
of  the  several  states  became  one  of  the  precedents  upon  which 
the  United  States  Supreme  Court  was  based.  Into  the  pro- 
cess of  development  there  is  not  time  to  enter,  but  for  a 
study  of  these  cases  the  material  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress is  essential.  Not  only  are  the  printed  records  of  the 
early  prize  cases  here  available  but  the  manuscripts  relating  to 
the  granting  of  letters  of  marque  and  to  the  capture  of  the 
various  prizes  from  which  the  Committees  of  Congress  and 
the  later  Courts  of  Admiralty  formed  their  judgment  as  to 
the  disposal  of  captures  made  fill  nineteen  volumes  in  our 
collections. 

For  the  years  since  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  the 
naval  manuscripts  in  the  library  are  less  numerous.    The  log- 
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book  of  the  Chesapeake  1807,  several  volumes  relating  to 
the  War  of  1812,  some  manuscripts  of  David  Porter  and 
the  25  volumes  of  Preble  papers  are  most  worthy  of  mention. 
The  Preble  collection  is  indeed  notable  inasmuch  as  it  throws 
light  on  the  first  real  campaign  against  the  Barbary  States 
on  the  part  of  any  nation.  The  collection  extends  from  1 799 
to  1807,  contains  12  volumes  of  letters  and  two  of  letter 
books  giving  both  sides  of  Preble's  correspondence  with  his 
own  officers,  the  Barbary  officials  and  with  that  peculiar  free 
lance  William  Saton.  The  Preble  collections  in  the  Massa- 
chusetts Historical  Society  were  probably  at  one  time  united 
with  these  manuscripts  but  had  become  separate  before  1 847 
when  they  were  given  to  the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety by  Lorenzo  Sabine. 

These  later  collections,  however,  do  not  form  the  real 
strength  of  the  naval  manuscripts  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
As  has  been  said  the  material  for  a  study  of  the  continental 
navy  is  most  varied  and  important,  indeed  it  is  the  most  im- 
portant in  the  country,  and  to  that  material  the  attention  of 
every  student  of  our  naval  history  is  invited. 


IN  RE  A  BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  INSTITUTE 

(Read  at  Baltimore  meeting,  December  28,  1905.) 

By  Aksel  G.  S.  Josephson 

THE  Proposition  for  the  establishment  of  a  Bibliographi- 
cal Institute,  which  I  sent  not  long  ago  to  over  four 
hundred  librarians  and  scholars  of  reputation  in  this  and 
other  countries,  has  elicited  a  number  of  replies,  most  of  them 
encouraging  and  all,  with  one  notable  exception,  apprecia- 
tive. One  of  my  correspondents,  a  man  of  great  authority 
and  influence,  and  widely  known  both  as  scientist  and  biblio- 
grapher, says,  indeed,  that  he  does  "not  think  that  a  central 
office,  with  a  director,  will  be  of  much  use,"  and  is  in  general 
very  sceptical  in  regard  to  the  whole  affair.  Against  this 
might  be  put  the  consensus  of  opinion  of  all  my  other  corre- 
spondents, most  clearly  expressed  by  another  man  of  equal 
authority,  and  at  least  as  well  known  in  the  scientific  world, 
that,  "for  scientific  men  a  Bibliographical  Institute  is  the  first, 
and  not,  as  some  seem  to  think,  the  last  requirement.*' 
Doubts  have  been  expressed  from  several  quarters  as  to 
whether  it  will  be  possible  to  secure  endov^Tnent  for  an  estab- 
lishment which  has  so  little  of  "show**  in  it  as  a  Bibliographi- 
cal Institute.  I  am  told  that  "the  men  who  have  the  money 
to  back  [such]  ventures  are  not  likely  to  see  where  the  re- 
turns are  coming  in,"  that  "men  of  wealth  are  not  likely  to 
be  greatly  interested  in  such  work,"  and  that  they  rather 
spend  their  millions  for  library  or  university  buildings.  I  am 
nevertheless  inclined  to  think  that  it  should  be  possible  to  con- 
vince some  large  industrial  or  commercial  concern,  or  some 
one  in  charge  of  such  a  concern  that  a  systematic  utilization 
of  the  great  mass  of  technical  literature,  separating  the  chaff 
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from  what  is  of  value,  would  be  of  inunense  importance  to  the 
industrial  world.  Here,  I  am  convinced,  lies  the  proper  field 
of  attack,  here  the  place  where  the  work  should  be  taken 
up,  not  because  of  its  intrinsically  greater  value  scientifically, 
but  because  of  its  greater  possibility.  The  Internationa! 
Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature  is  apparently  not  ready  to 
include  applied  science  within  its  scope;  and  there  can  be  no 
doubt  in  the  minds  of  any  one  acquainted  with  the  con- 
ditions, that  the  world  organization  of  technical  bibliography 
must  be  started  in  America  and  its  control  kept  in  America. 
A  Bibliographical  Institute  once  started,  even  if  confined  at 
first  to  technical  literature,  would  soon  expand  to  include 
other  branches  of  bibliography. 

The  size  of  the  endovsrment  asked  for  has  been  subject  to 
varying  comment.  One  correspondent  commended  me  for 
not  having  "made  the  common  mistake  of  announcing  that 
[the  work]  can  be  done  for  a  totally  inadequate  sum,*'  and 
another  is  inclined  to  think  "that  even  $1,000,000  endow- 
ment is  too  little  when  one  thinks  of  present  and  future  biblio- 
graphical needs,**  while  a  third  "can  but  feel  that  [the]  pro- 
posed institution  is  planned  on  so  large  a  scale  as  to  be  almost 
impracticable.**  The  last  remark  was  apparently  directed 
against  the  whole  scheme  of  organization  and  work,  and  not 
merely  against  the  suggested  endowment,  but  these  two  sides 
of  the  problem  are  so  closely  related  that  one  must  consider 
them  together.  That  $1,000,000  would  be  inadequate  if 
it  were  intended  to  start  all  the  various  activities  at  once, 
is  clear,  but  it  should  be  noticed  that  I  have  stated  this 
amount  to  be  required  "to  establish  [The  Institute]  on  a 
reasonably  permanent  basis,  so  as  to  insure  a  gradual  develop- 
ment of  all  its  possibilities.**  The  first  year  (or  years)  of 
existence  of  the  Institute  should  be  devoted  to  experiments 
and  preliminary  work    and  this  would  not  even  require  the 
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income  of  $1,000,000;  if  this  sum  be  available  from  the 
beginning,  therefore,  such  portion  of  the  income  as  may  not 
be  expended  should  either  be  added  to  the  main  fund,  or, 
still  better,  put  aside  as  a  special  fund  for  future  use  when 
the  time  for  enlargement  comes.  When  the  time  comes  for 
the  full  development  of  all  the  activities  which  should  come 
within  the  scope  of  a  Bibliographical  Institute,  an  endowment 
of  $5,000,000  would  not  be  at  all  too  large  for  its  needs. 
The  preliminary  and  experimental  work  of  the  first  years  of 
the  Institute  should  consist  of  two  or  three  definite  undertak- 
ings, so  planned  as  to  give  a  soild  foundation  on  which  to 
build  up  the  Institute.  I  would  begin  with  a  bibliopraphy  of 
some  branch  of  bibliographical  literature,  such  as  national 
bibliographies,  or  the  bibliographies  of  technical  literature, 
and  with  a  catalogue  of  economic  journals.  In  addition  to 
these  two  undertakings  I  would  take  up  the  indexing  of  a 
certain  number  of  periodicals,  not  covered,  or  not  adequately 
covered,  by  any  of  the  existing  comprehensive  indexes  to 
periodical  literature,  and  I  would  carry  on  the  indexing  of 
current  and  back  volumes  simultaneously.  The  Bureau  of 
Information  service  should  also  be  started  at  once,  so  as  to 
give  the  Institute  from  the  beginning  a  practical  foothold  with 
the  public.  This  would  necessitate  the  organization  at  once 
of  a  staff  of  correspondents  or  associates  in  other  cities.  The 
tone  of  several  of  the  letters  which  I  have  received  indicates 
that  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  enlisting  the  services  of  a 
number  of  competent  scientific  bibliographers,  both  in  this 
country  and  in  Europe.  The  difficulty  in  getting  suitable 
men,  both  as  correspondents  and  as  members  of  the  head- 
quarters staff,  has  been  pointed  out  to  me  and  I  fully  appreci- 
ate this  difficulty.  A  trained  bibliographer  does  not  always 
know  the  subject  matter  of  a  particular  science  well  enough  to 
make  adequate  annotations  and  a  specialist  has  often  a  much 
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too  low  opinion  of  the  importance  of  accuracy  in  biblio- 
graphical work.  A  staff  composed  of  both  kinds  of  workers 
would  perhaps  be  most  satisfactory,  but  this  will  undoubtedly 
be  more  expensive  than  even  a  million  dollar  endowment 
could  stand.  It  would  be  necessary  to  make  a  diligent  search 
for  men  who  combine  both  special  knowledge  and  biblio- 
graphical training,  or  else  for  scientific  men  who  might  be 
amenable  to  training  in  bibliographical  technique. 

The  parts  of  my  plan  which  have  met  with  any  detailed 
criticism  are  those  which  relate  to  classification  and  evalua- 
tion. Both  of  these  are  matters  which  need  not  be  discussed 
in  detail  at  the  present  stage.  The  working  out  of  a  scheme 
of  classifiation  will  be  one  of  the  first  duties  of  the  staff,  and 
I  might  point  out  that  just  for  this  reason  the  first  members 
of  the  staff  must  combine  bibliographical  training  with  special 
scientific  knowledge — with  the  bias  towards  bibliography. 
And  as  to  evaluation — I  should  perhaps  have  said  annota- 
tion— I  do  not  at  all  undervalue  the  difficulties  which  con- 
front us  here ;  but  if  it  be  kept  in  mind  that  descriptive  notes 
are  the  main  point,  that  criticism  should  be  confined  to  the 
authoritativeness  of  a  publication  with  regard  to  the  present 
standpoint  of  science,  and  that  the  annotations  must  have  due 
regard  for  side  issues  as  well  as  for  the  main  purpose  of  a 
publication,  I  have  no  doubt  that  a  serviceable  plan  can  be 
worked  out.  After  all,  no  annotation,  no  abstract  can  take 
the  place  of  the  work  itself.  The  object  of  an  annotated 
bibliography  should  be  to  guide  the  investigator  to  the  publi- 
cations he  might  need,  not  to  save  him  the  trouble  of  consult- 
ing them.  The  ideal  in  this  respect  might  well  be  unattain- 
able ;  but  that  is  no  reason  why  we  should  not  do  the  best  ac- 
cording to  our  lights. 

I  have  been  asked  what  should  be  the  true  relation  of  the 
proposed  Bibliographical  Institute  to  existing  agencies  of  the 
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same  kind.  The  Institut  International  de  Bibliographie  in 
Brussels,  I  am  told,  "attempts  to  do  precisely  this  work  which 
[I  have]  outlined.'*  I  doubt  if  that  is  so.  The  Brussels 
Institute  is  working  to  collect  material  for  the  Universal 
Bibliography;  nothing  is  further  from  my  mind.  My  plan  is 
to  create  an  institution  where  information  of  a  bibliographical 
nature  can  be  obtained  and  which  for  this  purpose  must  do 
certain  preparatory  work  by  publishing  or  at  least  preparing  a 
number  of  bibliographies,  needed  in  order  to  carry  out  the 
work  of  a  Bureau  of  Bibliographical  Information.  The  In- 
stitute should  obtain  its  information  first  hand,  copy  its  titles 
from  the  publications  to  be  recorded  and  base  its  classifica- 
tions and  annotations  on  the  publications  themselves.  It  is 
true  that  occasionally  titles  must  be  copied  from  other  biblio- 
graphies for  the  sake  of  completeness,  but  all  such  entries 
should  be  clearly  stated  to  be  second  hand  work,  with  men- 
tion of  the  source  of  information.  The  work  of  the  Brussels 
Institute  is  very  largely  second  or  third  hand  work,  and  as  a 
result  of  this  it  is  unsatisfactory.  The  promoters  of  the  In- 
stitute have  an  abundance  of  enthusiasm  but  lack  the  neces- 
sary appreciation  of  the  need  of  exactness.  Their  work  is 
too  amateurish.  Furthermore  the  chief  energies  of  the  Brus- 
sels Institute  are  bent  on  the  expansion  of  the  Decimal  Classi- 
fication and  on  making  this  a  universal  classification.  My 
plan  includes  the  preparation  of  a  scheme  of  classification 
not  as  a  universally  acceptable  scheme,  but  as  a  pliable  tool 
in  the  hands  of  the  workers  at  the  Institute.  I  can  not  see  that 
close  relations  between  these  two  institutions  can  do  much 
good.  The  relations  of  the  new  Institute  with  the  Inter- 
national Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature  might  be  made 
mutually  advantageous  to  both  undertakings.  I  have  had 
little  opportunity  to  examine  the  volumes  of  the  International 
Catalogue  very  closely,  but  am  aware  of  much  adverse  criti- 


A  Bibliographical  Institute  101 

cism  of  them  and  have  no  doubt  that  the  classification  used 
in  them  is  capable  of  improvement.  But  here  we  have  already 
in  existence  a  large  international  organization  w^hich  in  some 
cases  has  resulted  in  the  establishment  of  important  subordin- 
ate bureaus.  The  new  Institute,  if  established,  should  as 
soon  as  practicable,  take  over  the  work  for  America  for  the 
International  Catalogue,  thus  relieving  the  Smithsonian  In- 
stitution from  this  work  which  cannot  be  regarded  as  ger- 
mane to  the  object  for  which  it  was  founded :  this  being  said 
with  due  regard  for  the  self-sacrifice  of  its  management  in 
undertaking  it.  As  to  other  bibliographical  agencies,  the 
new  Institute  should  endeaver  to  co-operate  with  them  as  far 
as  practicable  and  utilize  them  in  case  of  need,  especially  in 
its  earlier  days,  and  to  lend  them  a  helping  hand  whenever 
that  might  seem  advisable,  rather  than  supplant  them  for  the 
mere  sake  of  uniformity.  Future  duplication  should  be  pre- 
vented; present  duplication  diminished.  In  many  cases  the 
question  of  absorption  is  sure  to  arise;  but  in  this  respect  the 
motto  of  the  Institute  should  be  festina  lente. 

I  must  not  omit,  before  closing,  to  touch  on  the  suggestion 
that  this  work  "should  be  done  at  and  by  the  national  library 
at  the  general  government's  expense."  Will  the  Library  of 
Congress,  will  any  library  be  willing  to  expend  any  consider- 
able portion  of  its  funds  for  general  bibliographical  purposes? 
I  doubt  it.  That  Congress  will  never  appropriate  any  sum 
for  such  a  purpose  is  almost  certain.  It  is  true  that  we  have 
in  Washington  a  very  large  accumulation  of  books,  larger 
than  in  any  other  city  in  the  country  at  present,  and  the  In- 
stitute should  naturally  have  an  important  branch  there.  But 
Chicago,  is,  in  my  opinion,  the  most  suitable  place  for  the 
central  office.  It  is  near  the  geographical  center  of  the 
country;  it  is  the  industrial  and  commercial  center;  it  is  am- 
bitious to  become  the  educational  and  scientific  center.     Its 
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libraries  are  growing ;  the  growth  of  its  resources  in  periodical 
literature  within  the  last  five  years  has  been  very  remarkable 
and  will  continue. 

In  addressing  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  America  on 
this  subject  it  has  not  been  my  purpose  merely  to  occupy  the 
time  of  those  who  attend  the  meeting  or  to  fill  some  space  in 
a  forthcoming  volume  of  the  Society's  Proceedings.  I  would 
like  to  see  the  Society  take  some  definite  step  towards  the 
realization  of  the  plan.  I  regret  exceedingly  my  inability  to 
be  present  at  the  meeting,  but  hope  that  some  one  will  take 
up  and  second  the  motion  which  I  herewith  present,  namely : 
That  the  council  of  the  Society  be  asked  to  take  steps  to- 
wards securing  a  grant  for  preparatory  and  experimental 
work  preliminary  to  establishing  a  Bibliographical  Institute. 


ABSTRACT  OF  A  PAPER  ON  THE  EUROPEAN 
HISTORIANS  OF  THE  TURKS  IN  THE  SIX- 
TEENTH AND  SEVENTEENTH 
CENTURIES 

(Read  before  die  Bibliographical  Society  at  Baltimore,  December  28.   1905,  by 
Prof.  Alfred  L.  P.  Dennis,  of  the  University  of  Wisconsin.) 

THE  material  upon  which  this  paper  was  based  is  to  be 
found  in  the  Ottoman  collection  in  Harvard  Library, 
>and  consists  of  the  chief  general  histories  of  the  Turks  pub- 
lished by  Europeans  in  European  languages  between  1500 
and  1700. 

The  general  plan  of  the  paper  involved  a  review  of  the 
general  conditions  of  historical  writings  at  the  beginning  of 
the  sixteenth  century.  The  position  of  the  Ottoman  Turks 
at  the  beginning  of  this  period,  their  role  in  European  his- 
tory, and  the  extent  to  which  European  interest  in  them  was 
properly  aroused  were  then  considered.  It  was  pointed 
out  that  the  Eastern  question  was  a  critical  one  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  sixteenth  century.  The  two  great  forces  which 
were  at  work  in  Western  Europe  at  this  time  were  those 
which  tended  to  disintegrate  the  power  and  authority  of 
the  Church,  and  those  which  tended  to  increase  the  power 
and  authority  of  the  national  political  ruler.  The  rise  of 
great  national  states  tended  to  intensify  international  rivalries. 
Of  these  the  most  consistent  and  continuous  was  the  rivalry 
of  France  and  the  House  of  Hapsburg.  This  rivalry  fur- 
nished an  admirable  illustration  of  the  fashion  in  which  the 
Turks  were  to  play  an  important  part  in  western  European 
history,  for  the  alliance  of  France  and  the  Turks  was  an  im- 
portant consideration  in  European  politics  throughout  the 
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sixteenth  century.  For  two  centuries  the  despatches  of  am- 
bassadors at  London,  Madrid,  Paris,  and  Vienna,  were  alive 
with  references  to  the  Turks,  and  along  the  southern  coasts 
of  Europe  the  ravages  of  the  Barbary  pirates,  and  the  dying 
struggles  of  Venice  and  Genoa  served  to  keep  alive  in  the 
minds  of  men  the  menace  and  influence  of  Turkish  power. 

Among  the  historians  who  wrote  of  the  Turks  in  this 
period,  the  first  selected  for  notice  was  Johannes  Adelphus, 
whose  Turckisch  Chronica  was  published  at  Strassburg  in 
1513.  Following  him  in  rapid  succession  the  works  of  the 
following  historians  were  noted,  and  their  mutual  relation- 
ship considered: — Cambini,  Paulus  Jovius,  Eppendorff, 
Rocca,  Sansovino,  Heinrich  Mueller,  Philippus  Lonicerus, 
Drechsler,  Leonclavius,  Camerarius,  Sagredo,  Knolles  and 
ever,  would  have  taken  far  too  much  time.  It  was  in  general 
histories  a  large  literature  existed,  dealing  with  the  events 
of  contemporary  interest.  An  examination  of  these,  how- 
ever, would  have  taken  far  too  much  time.  It  was  in  general 
through  these  larger  histories  that  European  readers  of  the 
time  derived  their  information  of  the  Eastern  question,  and 
arrived  at  definite  conclusions  with  respect  to  the  character 
and  meaning  of  the  Turkish  peril  which  threatened  Europe 
so  seriously  in  those  centuries. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  NOTES 

Attention  has  been  called  repeatedly  to  the  lack  of  some  agency 
through  which  persons  engaged  in  bibliographical  work  may  be  kept 
informed  of  what  is  being  done  in  this  field. 

The  first  two  Year-books  of  the  Bibliographical  Society  of  Chicago 
contained  short  lists  of  Bibliographies  in  course  of  preparation  by 
members  of  the  society,  some  of  which  have  already  been  published, 
while  others  are  still  in  the  preliminary  stage. 

The  following  notes  are  offered  as  a  continuation  of  these  lists. 

Professor  Clark  S.  Northup,  of  Cornell  University,  is  preparing 
annotated  bibliographies  of  the  works  of  Browning  and  Tennyson. 
They  are  to  include  criticism  and  are  designed  primarily  to  meet  the 
needs  of  students. 

A  Bibliography  of  the  English  Language  in  Great  Britain  and 
America  and  of  Old  and  Middle  English  Literature,  on  which  Pro- 
fessor James  Morgan  Hart,  of  Cornell,  assisted  by  Professor  Clark 
S.  Northup,  has  been  engaged  for  several  years,  is  nearing  completion. 

Mr.  A.  G.  S.  Josephson,  of  The  John  Crerar  Library,  in  Chicago, 
has  for  some  time  been  collecting  materials  for  (a)  A  Bibliography 
of  the  Invention  of  Printing;  (b)  A  Bibliography  of  Cataloguing. 

An  exhaustive  bibliography  of  the  woody  plants  of  the  world,  as 
referred  to  both  in  general  works  and  in  scientific  periodicals,  is  be- 
ing prepared  at  the  Arnold  Arboretum  under  the  supervision  of 
Professor  C.  S.  Sargent.  Mr.  Alfred  Rehder  has  ben  engaged  on 
this  work  for  several  years,  and  is  at  present  in  Europe  collecting  ma- 
terial in  foreign  libraries.  The  work  is  done  at  the  expense  of  a 
fund  given  by  the  children  of  the  late  William  L.  Bradley  as  a  mem- 
orial to  their  father.  Two  or  three  years  more  will  probaby  be  re- 
quired before  it  is  finished. 

A  Bibliography  of  Geophysics  is  being  compiled  by  Mr.  F.  B. 
Weeks,  under  direction  of  Dr.  G.  F.  Becker  of  the  United  States 
Geological  Survey.  The  expense  of  conducting  the  work  is  provided 
for  by  a  grant  from  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington. 
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Under  grants  from  the  same  Institution  the  first  volume  of  A  Hand- 
book of  Learned  Societies,  edited  by  J.  David  Thompson,  chief  of 
division  of  documents,  Library  of  Congress,  under  the  direction  of 
Herbert  Putnam,  Librarian,  is  reported  as  in  the  press.  This  volume 
covers  North  and  South  America.  The  completion  of  the  work  is  ex- 
pected within  a  year. 

The  Department  of  Mathematics  of  the  University  of  Chicago  will 
include  in  a  new  subject  index  to  its  departmental  library  a  Biblio- 
graphy of  the  students  and  instructors  in  the  Department. 

Under  a  grant  from  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington,  Mr. 
Wilberforce  Eames,  Librarian  of  the  Lenox  Branch  of  the  New  York 
Public  Library,  and  two  assistants,  will  begin  work  about  the  middle 
of  May  on  the  continuation  of  Sabin*s  Dictionary  of  Books  Relating 
to  America,  much  of  the  material  for  which  has  already  been  collected. 
This  Bibliography  is  to  be  completed  inside  of  two  years. 

Mr.  Victor  Hugo  Paltsits,  of  the  same  library,  has  in  preparation  a 
Critical  Bibliography  of  the  Seventeenth-Century  Editions  of  John  Bun- 
yan's  Pilgrim's  Progress.  He  is  also  at  work  upon  A  Bibliographical 
Study  of  the  Almanacs  of  Roger  Sherman. 

Mr.  Richard  E.  Helbig,  on  the  same  library  statf,  has  in  preparation 
a  Bibliography  of  German-American  History  and  Literature,  which 
will  embrace  over  1 0,000  titles. 
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PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FOURTH  MEETING  OF  THE 
SOCIETY.  HELD  JULY  2.  1906 


A  MEETING  of  the  Bib- 
***•  liographical  Society  of 
America  was  held  in  connection 
with  the  Narragansett  Pier  Con- 
ference of  the  American  Library 
Association  in  the  music  room  of 
the  Atwood  House,  July  2, 
1 906,  at  1 0  a.m.  Over  50  per- 
sons were  present.  President 
William  C.  Lane,  on  taking  the 
chair,  made  a  brief  address  of 
welcome,  and  stated  that  no  for- 
mal programme  had  been  pre- 
pared, but  he  hoped  that  in  the 
papers  on  the  methods  and  prac- 
tical details  of  bibliographical 
work  to  be  presented  the  members 
would  find  matter  of  interest  and 
profit. 

Charles  Alex.  Nelson,  secre- 
tary, reported  that  after  much 
vexatious  delay,  caused  by  the 
printers'  strike  in  New  York  City, 
the  "Proceedings  and  papers, 
vol,  1 ,  part  1 ,  1 904-5"  had  been 
published,  and  that  copies  had 
been  mailed  to  all  members  of 
record  whose  dues  for  1 905  had 
been  reported  paid  by  the  treas- 
urer. He  also  reported  to  the 
society  the  doings  of  the  Council 
as  recorded  in  the  proceedings  of 
its  meetings  held  on  June  30. 

In  the  unavoidiwble  absence  of 
C.  B.  Roden,  treasurer,  his  re- 
port was  read  by  the  secretary, 
showing  a  balance  on  hand  June 


26.  1906,  of  $793.46.  The 
secretary  stated  that  bills  in  his 
hands  for  pa5anent  would  reduce 
this  balance  to  about  $450. 

Mr.  John  Thomson  presented 
a  report  from  the  Committee  on 
List  of  Incunabula,  stating  that 
some  5,000  different  titles  had 
been  collected ;  that  the  List  would 
make  a  volume  of  460  pages  or 
more,  at  a  probable  cost  of 
$1,800;  and  that  it  was  pro- 
posed to  issue  it  in  two  parts,  as 
the  annual  publication  for  mem- 
bers for  the  years  1906  and 
1907.  That  it  was  also  pro- 
posed to  print  an  edition  of  500 
copies,  putting  a  limited  number 
on  sale  to  cover  the  cost  of  pub- 
lication. Various  questions  as  to 
form  of  entry,  size  of  page,  etc.. 
were  asked  by  members  and  re- 
sponded to  in  detail.  Messrs. 
Lane,  Kates,  and  Nelson  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  secure 
a  guarantee  fund  for  the  publica- 
tion of  this  "List." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Rich- 
ardson, Messrs.  Thomson,  Lit- 
tle and  Biscoe  were  appointed  a 
committee  to  nominate  a  list  of 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Johnston,  of 
Washington,  read  a  paper  on 
"The  bibliographical  work  of 
Henry  Carrington  Bolton." 

Dr.   E.   C.   Richardson  gave 
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some  personal  reminiscences  of 
Dr.  Bolton  illustrative  of  his  en- 
thusiastic zeal  and  his  great  ver- 
satility in  lines  of  investigation 
and  research.  The  secretary  fol- 
lowed with  some  remarks  on  the 
genial  personality  and  the  deep 
interest  and  warmth  of  friendship 
shown  by  Dr.  Bolton  toward 
those  drawn  into  close  relations 
with  him. 

The  committee  on  nominations 
presented  their  report  and  the 
following  officers  were  elected  for 
the  year  1906-7:  president.  W: 
C.  Lane ;  1  st  vice-president,  Reu- 
ben G.  Thwaites;  2d  vice-presi- 
dent, Ernest  C.  Richardson ;  sec- 
retary, W.  Dawson  Johnston; 
treasurer,  Carl  B.  Roden;  libra- 
rian, Wilberforce  Eames;  coun- 
cillor, Charles  Alex.  Nelson. 

Mr.  Clement  W.  Andrews 
read  a  paper  on  "Union  lists  of 
periodicals."  The  secretary 
stated  that  a  committee  of  the 
New  York  Library  Club  had 
been  considering  the  publication 
of  a  new  list  for  Greater  New 
York,  but  had  not  yet  secured 
financial  support  to  warrant  its 
compilation.  Messrs.  Richard- 
son and  Andrews  made  addi- 
tional remarks  on  the  value  of  and 
experience  in  editing  such  lists, 
and  stated  the  difficulty  of  se- 
curing uniformity  in  the  prepara- 
tion of  copy  by  different  com- 
pilers. 

Mr.  Johnston  said  it  had  taken 


a  year  to  get  matter  in  shape  in 
editing  the  Washington  list,  and 
suggested  that  definite  instruc- 
tions should  be  prepared  or  a 
good  model  be  used. 

In  response  to  a  query  from 
Mr.  B.  A.  Finney  as  to  how 
periodicals  should  be  marked  for 
shelving,  Mr.  Andrews  replied: 
"We  use  a  comparatively  broad 
classification  and  alphabetical  ar- 
rangement under  that,  using  the 
Decimal  classification.  I  am  not 
in  favor  of  the  segregation  of 
periodicals  from  the  books  on  a 
subject." 

Mr.  Merrill  stated  that  at  the 
Newberry  Library  a  tabulated 
decimal  number  from  1  to  99 
was  used  under  the  alphabetical 
arrangement. 

The  president  said:  "At  Har- 
vard we  do  not  mix  the  periodi- 
cals with  the  books,  but  put  them 
in  groups;  we  find  this  plan  more 
useful  to  our  student  workers." 

Mr.  Hanson  presented  a  com- 
munication from  Mr.  Felix  Neu- 
mann regarding  the  more  exact 
cataloguing  of  early  Americana. 
After  some  discussion,  on  motion 
of  Mr.  Johnston,  Mr.  Hanson's 
communication  was  referred  to 
a  committee  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Hanson,  Legler,  Bain,  Winship 
and  G.  W.  Cole,  to  be  reported 
on  to  the  Council  and  to  the  next 
meeting  of  the  society. 

The  secretary  read  a  short 
paper  from  Mr.  Victor  H.  Palt- 
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in  connection  with  the  meeting 
of  the  American  Historical  As- 
sociation. 

The  president  asked  for  sug- 
gestions as  to  the  next  piece  of 
work  to  be  undertaken  for  pub- 
lication by  the  society. 

Dr.  Richardson  suggested  a 
Co-operative  list  of  the  periodicals 
of  at  least  six  great  centers;  also 
a  Bibliography  of  codices.  Mr. 
W:  J.  James,  of  Wesleyan  Uni- 
versity, suggested  a  Bibliography 
of  early  American  literary  peri- 
odicals. Mr.  Thwaites  stated 
that  Prof.  W.  B.  Cairns,  of  the 
University  of  Wisconsin,  is  pre- 
paring such  a  list,  and  the  secre- 
tary announced  that  two  theses 
on  these  periodicals  had  been 
written  at  Columbia  University 
within  the  past  three  or  four 
years. 

The  president  made  the  sug- 
gestion that  the  society  might 
connect  itself  with  prominent  and 
valuable  bibliographical  projects, 
issuing  them  with  its  endorsement. 

The  secretary  explained  at 
some  length  the  personal  interest 
taken  by  the  printer  in  bringing 
out  the  first  publication  of  the  so- 
ciety in  its  neat  and  attractive 
form,  and  presented  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

"Resolved,  That  the  society 
hereby  tender  to  Mr.  Ingalls 
Kimball,  proprietor  of  the  Chel- 

1  This  paper  was  a  summary  of  an  article  which  appeared  in  the  Medical 
Library  and  Historical  Journal,  v,  4,    No.  2,  June,  1906. 


sits,  calling  attention  to  the  very 
common  misuse  of  the  dignified 
term  "Bibliography"  in  applying 
it  to  any  list  or  catalogue  of 
books  on  a  given  subject,  and 
claiming  that  it  should  be  given 
only  to  exact  work  of  a  high 
order  of  merit. 

The  secretary  also  read  a  pa- 
per by  Dr.F.  H.  Garrison^  of  the 
Surgeon-general's  office,  giving  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  origin  and  de- 
velopment of  its  library,  and  of 
the  method  pursued  in  carding 
and  indexing  books  and  periodi- 
cals for  its  great  "Index-cata- 
logue." 

A  privately  printed  paper  by 
Mr.  Philip  R.  Uhler,  provost  of 
the  Peabody  Institute  of  Balti- 
more, on  the  "Origin  and  devel- 
opment of  the  catalogue"  of  the 
library  of  the  institute,  was  read 
by  title. 

The  president  exhibited  some 
advance  sheets  of  the  "A.  L.  A. 
portrait  index,"  and  explained 
the  method  adopted  for  the  ar- 
rangement of  the  entries.  Mr. 
Solberg's  new  form  for  publica- 
tion of  the  Catalogue  of  Title 
Entries  was  also  shown,  and  pro- 
nounced a  valuable  piece  of  sys- 
tematic bibliography. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  C.  Rich- 
ardson, it  was  voted  that  a  meet- 
ing of  the  society  be  held  at 
Providence,  R.  I.,  in  December, 
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lenham  Press,  New  York  City# 
its  appreciation  of  the  work  done 
on  Volume  1 ,  Part  1 ,  of  its  'Pro- 
ceedings and  papers'  in  the  face 
of  difficulties  arising  from  the  late 
printers'  strike  involving  delay 
and  pecuniary  loss." 

The  resolution  was  seconded 
with  remarks  of  approval  by 
Messrs.  Andrews  and  Thwaites, 
and  was  adopted  unanimously. 

Mr.  Thwaites  stated  that  an 
Index  to  the  historical  material  in 
mss.  in  libraries  in  Wisconsin  had 
been  prepared  and  would  be 
printed. 

Mr.  Bain  gave  an  account  of 
the  character  of  the  work  under- 
taken by  the  Champlain  Society 
of  Canada,  which  proposed  to 
publish  this  year  the  first  volume 
of  the  English  translation  of 
Lescarbot,  and  a  collection  of 
documents  connected  with  seign- 
iorial tenure  in  the  Province  of 
Quebec.  He  had  himself  been 
invited  to  collate  and  edit  a  Bib- 
liography of  Canada,  based  on 
the  mss.  in  the  large  libraries  in 
Quebec,  Montreal,  Ottawa  and 


Toronto.  It  was  proposed  to 
begin  with  A.D.  1700,  and 
bring  the  record  down  to  1900. 
He  referred  to  the  new  building 
at  Ottawa  for  the  proper  housing 
of  the  Canadian  archives,  on 
which  the  government  had  ex- 
pended $100,000,  which  would 
be  opened  in  August.  He  said 
that  a  card  catalogue  had  been 
made  of  all  documents,  and  that 
Mr.  Doughty  was  making  imr 
portant  changes  in  the  character 
and  method  of  his  annual  reports 
on  the  archives,  in  which  reprints 
would  hereafter  be  issued.  He 
also  spoke  of  a  Bibliography  of 
F.  Mesplets,  the  first  printer  in 
Montreal,  which  is  being  pre- 
pared by  Mr.  McLachlan  of  the 
Antiquarian  Society  of  that  city. 

The  secretary  announced  the 
recent  publication  of  the  "Min- 
utes of  the  Conmion  Council  of 
the  City  of  New  York'*  down  to 
1  776,  in  eight  large  octavo  vol- 
umes, with  a  complete  index  oc- 
cupying 326  p.  of  the  last  vol- 
ume. 

Adjourned  at   1.15   p.m. 


MEETINGS  OF  THE  COUNCIL 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America  was  held  in  the  parlor 
of  the  Atwood  House  at  Narra- 
gansett  Pier,  June  30,  1906,  at 
1 0. 1 5  a.m.  There  were  present 
Messrs.  Lane,  Thwaites,  Legler, 
Thomson,     Bain    and    Nelson. 


President  Lane  announced  the 
papers  expected  for  the  annual 
meeting  of  July  2.  The  treas- 
urer's report  was  read  for  infor- 
mation. Attention  was  called 
to  the  fact  that  the  life-member- 
ship fees  were  not  reported  by 
the  treasurer  as  an  independent 


rocee 


dings 
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fund,  as  required  by  the  constitu- 
tion. 

The  secretary  brought  up  the 
question  of  furnishing  reprints  to 
authors  of  papers  published  by 
the  society  in  its  volume  of  "Pro- 
ceedings and  papers."  On  mo- 
lion  of  Mr.  Legler  it  was  voted 
that  it  shall  be  the  policy  of  the 
society  to  furnish  to  contributors 
reprints  of  their  papers  at  the  ac- 
tual cost  of  printing  and  paper. 

In  the  matter  of  Mr.  Joseph- 
son's  paper  and  resolution  regard- 
ing a  Bibliographical  Institute  re- 
ferred to  the  Council  at  the  meet- 
ing of  the  society,  held  Dec.  28, 
1905,  the  secretary  reported 
that  advance  proofs  of  the  paper 
were  sent  to  all  the  members  of 
the  Council  early  in  the  year. 
After  careful  consideration  the 
Council  voted  to  report  to  the 
society  that  the  members  are 
unanimously  of  the  opinion  that 
the  scheme  of  establishing  an  en- 
dowed Bibliographical  Institute 
seems  to  them  an  impracticable 
one,  and  that  they  see  no  likeli- 
hood or  possibility  of  securing 
from  any  quarter  any  grant  for 
preparatory  and  experimental 
work  preliminary  to  establishing 
such  an  institute. 

The  president  reported  that 
he  had  had  some  correspondence 
with  Dr.  von  Klenze  regarding 
the  bibliography  of  Chaucer  of- 
fered by  Miss  Eleanor  P.  Ham- 
mond to  the  society  for  publica- 
tion.     He   stated  as  the   result 


that  he  considered  the  matter 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  Chicago 
Chapter. 

At  12.30  the  Council  ad- 
journed till  9  p.m.  to  consider 
at  that  time  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  List  of  Incunab* 
ula. 

The  Council  re-assembled  at 
9.15  p.m.  with  Mr.  C  S. 
Kates  of  the  Incunabula  Commit- 
tee present  in  conference  by  in- 
vitation. Mr.  John  Thomson 
presented  his  letter  to  Mr.  Lane 
regarding  the  "List  of  Incunab- 
ula," and  also  read  a  report 
from  Miss  Brinkman,  his  assist- 
ant in  charge  of  the  work  upon 
the  List,  giving  a  full  account  of 
what  had  been  done  in  its  com- 
pilation. He  also  submitted  a 
specimen  (proof)  page  of  the 
check  list,  which  was  fully  dis- 
cussed; important  changes  were 
suggested,  which  were  adopted, 
by  the  Committee.  Mr.  Thom- 
son stated  that  the  printers*  esti- 
mate of  the  cost  of  500  copies  of 
a  volume  of  approximately  460 
pages,  covering  5,000  titles,  was 
$  1 ,400,  but  with  corrections  and 
additions,  he  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  probable  cost  would  be 
nearer  $1,800.  A  general  dis- 
cussion ensued  as  to  whether  the 
check  list  should  be  issued  as  a 
special  publication,  at  eui  extra 
cost  to  members,  or  in  two  parts 
as  the  regular  publication  for  the 
years  1906  and  1907. 

The  concensus  of  opinion  fa- 


120 


Bibliographical  Society  of  America 


vored  the  latter  plan,  and  the 
printing  of  500  copies  and  put- 
ting a  limited  number  on  sale 
toward  defraying  the  cost  of  pub- 
lication. With  this  in  view,  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Thwaites,  sec- 
onded by  Mr.  Bain,  it  was  voted 
that  a  special  committee  ofthre^ 
be  appointed  by  the  president,  of 
which  he  shall  be  the  chairman, 
to  procure  a  guarantee  fund  of 
$1,500  or  more  for  the  publica- 
tion of  the  "Check  List  of  In- 
cunabula,** with  power  to  act. 

Adjourned  at   1 1 .40  p.m. 

A  special  meeting  of  the 
Council  was  held  at  5.30  p.m., 
July  2.  1906.  Voted.  To  hold 
a  meeting  of  the  society  at  Provi- 
dence, with  the  American  His- 
torical Association  in  December. 

A  report  from  Mr.  Thwaites 
on  the  cost  of  reprinting  biblio- 
graphical lists  from  the  Library 
Journal  as  separates  gave  the 
prices  which  would  be  charged 
by  that  office:  for  a  24-page 
quarterly  issue,  12  pages  matter 
and  12  pages  blank,  the  cost  ex- 
clusive of  paper,  would  be  $14 
— if  not  reananged  in  one  al- 
phabet, or  $20  if  cumulated  into 
one  alphabet;  paper  would  cost 
$1  or  $2  more,  and  new  mate- 
rial $2-$3  per  page;  making  a 
total  of  about  $100  per  year. 
Mr.  Thwaites  was  of  the  opinion 
that  the  society  could  print  an 
annual  list  at  a  cheaper  cost. 


Mr.  T.  L.  Cole  appeared  be- 
fore the  Council  in  advocacy  ol 
greater  exactness  in  giving  pagin- 
ation in  bibliographical  work, 
explaining  his  own  method  in 
compiling    legal    bibliographies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Legler,  the 
question  of  the  incorporation  ol 
the  society  was  referred  to  the 
president  and  secretary,  witfi 
power  to  act,  if  in  their  opinion 
such  incorporation  seemed  desir- 
able. 

The  president  named  the  fol- 
lowing committees:  Membership 
committee,  W.  C.  Lane,  W.  D. 
Johnston;  Publication  committee, 
W.  Eames,  V.  H.  Paltsits.  C.  A. 
Nelson;  Auditing  committee,  W. 
S.  Merrill,  A.  G.  S.  Josephson; 
Programme  committee,  W.  C. 
Lane,  E.  C.  Richardson,  W.  D. 
Johnston;  Committee  on  Ameri- 
cana, J.  C.  M.  Hanson,  H.  E. 
Legler,  J.  Bain,  G.  P.  Winship, 
G.  W.  Cole ;  Committee  on 
financing  publication  of  "List  of 
Incunabula,"  W.  C.  Lane,  C.  S. 
Kates,  C.  A.  Nelson. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Johnston  was  re- 
quested to  survey  the  field  and  re- 
port on  the  possibility  of  a  record 
of  current  bibliography  being  pre- 
pared. 

Voted,  That  an  editorial  copy 
of  "Proceedings  and  papers,"  V.  I, 
pt.  I.  be  sent  to  the  Zentralblati 
fur  Bibliothekswesen. 

Adjourned  at  7. 1 5  p.  m. 

C:  Alex.  Nelson,  Secretary. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER— DEC.  22.   1905.  TO 
JUNE  26.  1906 

Receipts:  Membership  fees  for  1906.  107 $321.00 

Membership  fees  for  1905.  9 27.00 

Life  membership  (J.  P.  Morgan)  .  .  .      50.00 

$398.00 
Balance.  Dec.  22.  1905 437.36 

Grand  total   $835.36     $835.36 

Expenditures: 

Walter  Binner  Co.,  N.  Y..  printing $23.50 

M.  A.  Fountain.  Chicago,  printing 3.50 

C.  B.  Roden.  blank  book 1 .50 

C.  B.  Roden.  postage 7.50 

Membership  fee  withdrawn   (Coffman)  .  .  3.00 

Exchange  on  checks 2.90 

$41.90       $41.90 

Balance  on  hand $793.46 

Membership : 

Members  whose  fees  are  paid  for  1 906 107 

Members  whose  fees  are  paid  for    1905,    (delinquent 

for  1906)    42 

Life  members    3 

152 
Resigned    4 

148 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  B.  RODEN.  Treasurer. 
Chicago.  June  28,  1906. 


A  PLEA  FOR  AN  ANATOMICAL  METHOD  IN 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

By  Victor  Hugo  Paltsits,  of  New  York  Public  Library 

HAVING  been  asked  by  our  President  to  present  a  short 
account  on  bibliographical  methods,  so  far  as  illustrated 
by  my  own  work,  I  have  set  down  the  following  notes  and 
criteria. 

During  the  past  ten  years  I  have  put  into  print  bibliograph- 
ies of  the  Jesuit  Relations  of  New  France,  the  "Lettres  edi- 
fiantes,"  the  Levvds  and  Clark  Expedition,  the  works  of 
Father  Louis  Hennepin,  the  voyages  of  Baron  Lahontan, 
and  the  writings  of  Philip  Freneau,  as  well  as  other  smaller 
studies.  In  their  preparation  I  have  relied  upon  the  original 
sources,  extant  in  widely  scattered  libraries  or  private  collec- 
tions, and  have  even  imported  editions  that  were  otherwise 
inaccessible.  I  have  always  familiarized  myself  with  the 
bibliographical  attempts  of  predecessors  in  any  given  subject, 
but  have  invariably  found  them  persistent  in  error  and  un- 
skilled in  method.  This  has  obliged  me  to  ignore  them  and 
to  work  independently  from  original  sources.  These  things 
are  a  matter  of  record  in  my  introductions,  and  I  quote  from 
my  Lahontan  Bibliography,  because  I  have  there  enunciated 
my  bibliographical  doctrines  with  particular  emphasis,  as  fol- 
lows: "The  present  bibliography  differs  from  all  its  prede- 
cessors, in  that  it  gives  an  analysis  of  each  volume  by  its 
component  parts,  by  its  pagination,  by  its  signatures,  and  by 
the  location  of  its  plates  and  maps.    This  is,  to  coin  a  new 

123 


1 24  Bibliographical  Society  of  A  merica 

term,  anatomical  bibliography,  and  follows  an  idea  which  I 
have  sought,  in  several  similar  monographic  studies,  to  intro- 
duce as  a  more  scholarly  method  in  American  bibliography. 
Only  by  such  means  can  the  librarian,  scholar,  or  collector 
ascertain  whether  his  books  are  perfect,  or  wherein  they  lack 
completeness.  The  mere  lumping  of  pagination  or  plates 
falls  far  short  of  usefulness ;  it  is,  indeed,  a  source  of  irritation 
and  annoyance.** 

The  term  "bibliography**  has  a  certain  amount  of  dignity 
about  it,  which  accounts  for  its  being  made  to  cover  a  multi- 
tude of  sins.  Hence  we  see  lists  of  authorities  appended  to 
the  works  of  authors,  or  catalogues  or  classed  lists  on  a  given 
subject,  masquerading  under  that  dignified  term.  But  a  list  is 
only  a  list,  and  a  catalogue  is  merely  a  catalogue — ^neither  is 
a  bibliography.  Any  one  can  compile  a  list,  many  can  make 
a  catalogue,  but  very  few  persons  can  agonize  to  bring  forth 
a  bibliography. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  FIFTH   MEETING  OF  THE 

SOCIETY.    PROVIDENCE,    RHODE    ISLAND. 

THURSDAY.  DECEMBER  27.  1906 

The  First  Session  of  the  Society  was  held  in  the  John  Carter  Brown 
Library,  at  10  a.m..  President  Lane  in  the  Chair 


The  President  opened  the  ses- 
sion by  referring  to  the  delight- 
fully congenial  surroundings  in 
which  the  society  had  the  privi- 
lege of  meeting,  the  John  Carter 
Brown  Library  building  being 
perhaps  the  most  appropriate 
place  in  America  for  the  meeting 
of  a  bibliographical  society.  He 
referred  to  the  several  kinds  of 
bibliographical  activity  that  the 
society,  with  due  regards  to 
bibliographical  undertakings  al- 
ready in  progress,  might  profit- 
ably engage  in;  namely,  first,  the 
publication  of  proceedings — that 
is.  a  medium  through  which  bib- 
liographical papers  of  interest 
might  find  their  way  into  print; 
second,  the  issue  of  a  current 
record  of  American  bibliography; 
and.  third,  the  compilation,  by 
co-operation,  of  various  lists  or 
catalogues  in  gathenng  the  ma; 
terial  for  which  the  requests  of  a 
society  may  command  more  at- 
tention than  those  of  an  indi- 
vidual. 

"In   all  three   directions.*'    he 


said,  *'work  seems  to  be  opening 
before  us.  We  have  already 
printed  the  first  number  of  our 
'Proceedings,'  and  with  the  pa- 
pers to  be  presented  at  this  meet- 
ing, we  shall  doubtless  have  ma- 
terial on  hand  for  another  num- 
ber. The  Council  has  approved, 
also,  on  a  modest  scale,  the  pub- 
lication of  a  current  record  of 
American  bibliography;  and  the 
List  of  Incunabula,  edited  by  Mr. 
John  Thomson,  for  which  the 
Philadelphia  Free  Library  fur- 
nishes the  necessary  clerical  as- 
sistance, will,  it  is  expected,  soon 
be  ready  for  publication.  This 
afternoon  we  shall  enter  upon 
the  discussion  of  a  larger  co- 
operative undertaking,  to  the 
clear  understanding  of  which  we 
can  probably  contribute  some- 
tliing. 

The  present  meeting,  not  being 
an  annual  meeting,  the  treasurer, 
secretary,  and  Council  have  no 
annual  reports  to  present.  There 
is,  however,  one  point  in  regard 
to    the    finances    of    the    society 
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which  the  Council  wishes  to  set  that,  in  some  years  we  should 
before  us,  since  it  has  a  bearing  issue  a  volume  of  Proceedings, 
on  some  of  our  discussions  to-  in  other  years  some  co-operative 
day.  The  membership  of  the  list  of  this  kind.  The  Council 
society  is  now  about  two  hun-  is,  however,  now  clearly  of  the 
dred.  We  may  expect  a  con-  opinion  that  it  is  best  to  issue  ou» 
siderable  addition  to  this  number,  proceedings  annually,  and  to 
but,  even  so,  with  the  present  combine  with  them,  if  possible, 
small  annual  fee  we  shall  have  no  some  current  record  of  bibliog- 
large  resources  to  meet  the  ex-  raphy.  This  will  be  as  much  as 
pense  of  publications.  Our  first  the  society  can  furnish  to  its  mem- 
plan  was  that  the  List  of  Incunab-  bers  in  return  for  their  member- 
ula  would  be  issued  as  one  of  ship  fees,  and  other  publications, 
the  regular  publications  of  the  such  as  the  Check  list  of  Incunab- 
society,  to  be  sent  to  members  in  ula,  must  stand  on  an  independ- 
retum  for  their  annual  member-  ent  basis,  to  be  sold  to  members 
ship  fees,   the  expectation  being  and  to  others  at  fixed  prices." 


The  following  report  was  presented  to  the  Society: 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER— JUNE  27  TO 
DECEMBER  24,  1905 

Receipts:  Membership  fees  for  1906  (42) $126.00 

Membership  fees  for  1 905   (6) 1 8.00 

Life  membership   (E.  D.  Church) 50.00 

Sale  of  "Proceedings  and  Papers"  (9  copies)  . .      1 8.00 
Error,  omission  from  last  report  ( 1  mem.  fee)  . .        3.00 


$215.00 
Balance,  June  26,  1906 $793.36 


$1,008.36 
Expenditures : 
July     2:  C.  A.  Nelson,  secretary,  (bills  approved  at  Nar- 

ragansett  mtg. )    $  1 7. 1 6 

July   1 5 :  Exchange  on  check .10 

July  19:  Cheltenham  Press,  printing  Proc.  and  papers. . .    325.00 


Proceedings 


\n 


Oct.  20:  M.  A.  Fountain,  Chicago,  printing  billheads. 

W.  Dawson  Johnston,  sec'yt  itemized  account 

Nov.  30:  H.  I.  Rothrock,  Washington,  D.  C.  printing 

Dec.     1 :  C.  B.  Roden,  postage 

Dec.    6:  W.  Dawson  Johnston,  itemized  account.  .  . . 


4.50 
7.05 
4.25 
1.50 
14.45 

$374.01 


Balance  on  hand $634.35 


Summary  of  Balance. 

General  fund,  available  for  current  expenses $434.35 

Life  mem.  fund,  interest  only  available 200.00 


$634.35 


Membership. 

Members  whose  fees  are  paid  for  1 906 1 49 

Members  in  arrears  for  fees  for  1 906 24 

Life  members    4 

Resigned  since  Jan.  1 ,  1 906 7 

Total  net  membership 1 70 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  B.  RODEN,  Treasurer. 
Chicago,  Dec.  26,  1906. 


REPORT  AS  TO  PROGRESS  ON  THE  CHECK  LIST  OF 
INCUNABULA 


December  10.  1906. 

Additions:  Since  submitting 
the  last  report  on  the  progress 
of  the  compilation  of  the 
Check  list  of  lucunabula  owned 
in  America,  June  18,  1906, 
fifteen  public  and  private  li- 
braries, hitherto  not  represented 
in  the  Check  list,  have  contributed 
a  total  number  of  445  titles, 
seven  previous  contributors  have 
reported  a  total  of  23  additional 
titles,  15  doubtful  titles  in  the 
library  of  R.  H.  Bayard  Bowie, 
Esq.,  were  found  to  be  of  a 
later  date  than  the  fifteenth  cen- 
tury, making  the  present  number 
of  titles  received  for  inclusion: 


June  18,  1906. 
68   contributors . 


3420  titles 


Dec.  10.  1906. 

Less  15  as  above..      15 


3405 
Dec.  10.  1906. 

Additions  from  old 
contributors    ...      23 

1 5  new  contributors  443 


Total. 


3871 


Finished  copy:  The  copy  for 
the  letters  A-C  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  contains  800  entries, 
with  286  duplicates,  making  a 
total  of  1,086  titles  in  all  in- 
cluded. Since  this  copy  was  com- 
pleted, 290  additional  titles, 
chiefly  falling  under  As  and  Bs, 
have  been  received  for  insertion 
in  the  Check  list,  and  are  now 
being  added  thereto. 

Inter-Library  loan  of  Incunab- 
ula: Acting  upon  a  suggestion 
made  to  the  committee  in  charge 
of  the  compilation  of  the  Check 
list,  letters  were  written  to  the 
fifty-three  public  or  institutional 
libraries  which  appear  on  its  list 
of  contributors,  asking  if  the  in- 
cunabula in  their  collections 
might  be  borrowed  by  other  li- 
braries on  an  inter-library  loan 
plan.  Five  only  have  replied  in 
the  affirmative;  nine  others  re- 
serve the  right  to  consider  the 
merits  of  each  application  as  it 
arises;  thirty  are  prohibited  from 
lending  the  volumes  by  the  regu- 
lations of  their  respective  institu- 
tions; the  remaining  libraries 
have  made  no  reply  to  this  in- 
quiry.     In  the   Check  list  those 
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Kbraries  whose  volumes  may  be 
borrowed  in  this  manner  are  in- 
dicated by  a  superior  asterisk 
prefixed  to  the  initials  standing 
for  the  names  of  the  libraries; 
those  whose  volumes  may  be  bor- 
rowed subject  to  reservations,  as 
slated  above,  are  indicated  in  a 
similar  manner  by  two  **.  (See 
appended  list  of  contributors). 

Subscribers  to  Completed 
Check  list;  The  following  have 
asked  that  their  names  be  placed 
on  the  list  of  subscribers  as  de- 
siring one  copy  each  of  the  com- 
plete Check  list  when  published: 
Jacob  Klein,  Esq.,  St.  Louis, 
Mo.;  Hugh  Hornby  Langton, 
Ln.,     University     of     Toronto, 


Toronto,   Canada    (for   the   Li- 
brary of  the  University). 

N.  B.— The  titles  of  the  433 
incunabula  owned  by  R.  H. 
Bayard  Bowie,  Esq.,  were  found 
to  be  given  in  too  brief  a  form 
in  the  catalogue  of  that  library 
to  identify  the  various  editions. 
Through  the  courtesy  of  Mr. 
Bowie,  the  editor  has  been  given 
access  to  these  volumes  in  order 
that  they  may  be  collated  fully* 
a  piece  of  work  justified  by  the 
number  of  rare  and  valuable  edi- 
tions included  in  this  collection. 

List  of  contributors:  A  com- 
plete list  of  contributors  of  ma- 
terial toward  the  Check  list  is 
appended. 


LIST  OF  CONTRIBUTORS  AND  NUMBER  OF  TITLES 

RECEIVED  TOWARD  THE  CHECK  LIST  OF 

INCUNABULA  OWNED  IN  AMERICA 


December  10, 

1906 

) 

Abbreviation. 

Libraty  or  Owner. 

ii 

ii 

23 

?  o 

L    A.  P. 

American  Philosophical  Society 

104  S.  5th  St..  Phila. 

1 

2.    *Am. 

Amherst  College  Library 

Amherst,  Mass. 

7 

3.    Au. 

Austen.  Willard 

Cornell  University  L.,  Ithaca 

6 

4.    Ay. 

Ayer.  Edward  E. 

Railway  Exch.   Bldg.,  Chicago 

18 

5.    Ba. 

Baker.  W.  C. 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich. 

16 

6.    B. 

Barnett.  J.  D. 

Stratford.   Onl..  Canada 

5 

7.     Bates. 

Bates.  Albert  C. 

Conn.    Hist.   Soc.   Hartford 

1 

8.    B.C. 

Bay  City  Public  Library 

Bay  City.  Mich. 

3 

9.    B.D. 

Berkeley  Divinity  School 

Middletown.  Conn. 

1 

10.    **Q. 

Bibliotheque  de  la  Legislature 

de  la  Province  de  Quebec. 

Quebec.    Canada 

4 

n.    Bi. 

Bishop.  Mrs.  H.  A. 

Detroit.   Mich. 

1 

12.    Bix. 

Bixby.  W.  K. 

St.   Louis.   Mo. 

5 

13.    Bo. 

Bolton.  H.  Carrington.   (dead) 
Washington.   D.    C. 

I 
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-3 

14.    **B.  P. 

Boston  Public  Library 

Boston,  Mass. 

38 

15.    Bow. 

Bowie,  R.  H.  Bayard 

1710   Walnut  Street,   Phila. 

433 

16.    B.  U. 

Brown   University  Library                    1 1 

J.  C.  B. 

John  Carter  Brown  Library                41 

J .     -w..    a^. 

Providence,  R.  I.                    — 

52 

1 7.    CI. 

Clark,  Clarence  H.,    (dead) 

42nd  and  Locust  Sts.,  Phila. 

3 

18.    **C1.U. 

Clark  University  Library 

Worcester,  Mass. 

39 

19.    C.  P. 

College  of  Physicians 

1  3th  and  Locust  Sts.,  Phila. 

123 

20.    C.U. 

Columbia  University  Library 

New  York  City 

136 

21.    C.  H. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society 

Hartford,  Conn. 

19 

22. 

Cornell  University  Library 
Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

**Co.  u. 

General   Library                              107 

**Co.U.W. 

President  White  Library                 98 

205 

23.    D. 

Drew  Theological  Seminary 

Madison,  N.  J. 

22 

24.    *Dr. 

Drexel  Institute  Library 

32nd  and  Chestnut  Sts..  Phila. 

4 

25.    E. 

Ellsworth.  Jas.  W. 

2  W.   16th  St.,  N.  Y. 

28 

26.    Es. 

Essex  Institute 

Salem,   Mass. 

3 

27.    F. 

Forbes   Library 

Northampton,   Mass. 

3 

28.    **G.T.S. 

General  Theological  Seminary 

Ninth  Ave.  and  21st  St..  N.Y. 

104 
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si 
ii 

1^ 

29.    Go. 

Gould.  Jay.  (dead) 

Irvington-on-Hudson,  N.  Y. 

17 

30.    G. 

Grolier  Club 

29  E.  32nd  St..  N.  Y.       15 

G.B. 

D.  W.  Bruce  Coll.                       68 

83 

31.    H. 

Harris.  G.  W. 

Cornell  University  Library 

46 

32.    H.T. 

Hartford  Theological  Seminary 
Hartford,  Conn. 

Case  Memorial  Library 

80 

33.    H.  U 

Harvard    University    Library             153 
Cambridge,  Mass. 

H.  U.  R. 

Riant  Collection                     104 

257 

34.     He. 

Hewett.  Prof.  W.  T. 

Cornell  University 

4 

35.    H.  P. 

Historical  Society  of  Penna. 

1300  Locust  Street.  Phila. 

4 

36.    J.T. 

Jew^ish  Theological  Seminary 

531-535  W.  123rd  St..  N.  Y. 

59 

37.    K. 

King.  Harvey  J. 

Troy.  N.  Y. 

3 

38.    Kr. 

Kroencke.  Mr. 

Bay  City.  Mich. 

15 

L. 

Lancaster  Town  Library 

Lancaster,    Mass. 

1 

40.    La. 

Lawrence,  John  S. 

Grand  Rapids.  Mich. 

15 

41.     Le. 

Lewis.  Charlton  T.    (dead) 

Morristown.  N.  J. 

2 

42.    **L.A.P. 

Library  Association 

Portland,  Oregon 

9 

43.    **L.C.P. 

Library  Company  of  Phila. 

Locust  and  Juniper  Sts. 

90 
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^1 

44.    L.  P, 

Library  of  Parliament 

Ottawa,  Canada 

5 

45.    U 

Lindsay,  Rev.  L. 

2  Port-Dauphin,  Quebec 

9 

46.    L.I. 

Long  Island  Historical  Society 

Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

8 

47.    M.C. 

Macalester  College,   Neill  Library 

St.  Paul,  Minn. 

1 

48.    M.D. 

Maryland  Diocesan  Library 

Baltimore,  Md. 

34 

49.    M. 

Mercantile  Library 

10th  ab.  Chestnut  St.,  Phila. 

1 

50.     Me. 

Merrill,  Prof.  Elmer  T. 

Trinity    Col.,    Hartford,    Conn. 

3 

51.    *M.B. 

Missouri  Botanical  Garden 

Sturtevant  Prelinnean  Library 

St.  Louis,  Mo. 

4 

52.    N.Y.A. 

New  York  Academy  of  Medicine 

17-21  W.  43d  St.,  N.  Y. 

1 

53.    N.  Y.P. 

New   York   Public   Library 

Lenox  Library 

344 

54.    N. 

Newberry  Library 

Chicago,  111. 

97 

55.    N.A.M. 

Numismatic   and  Antiquarian  Society 

Montreal,  Canada 

1 

56.    Pa. 

Palmer,  E.  L. 

New  London,  Conn. 

3 

57.    P. 

Pequot  Library 

Southport,  Conn. 

2 

58.    Ph. 

Philadelphia,  Free  Library  of 

1217-1221    Chestnut  St.,                3 

Ph.  W. 

H.   J.  Widener  Branch                    21 

Ph.W.C 

Copinger  Collection                        501 

525 
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H 

3i 

1  s 

59.    **Pr.  U. 

Princeton  University  Library 

Princeton.  N.  J. 

103 

60.    S. 

Sage  Library.  Theological  Seminary 

New  Brunswick.  N.  J. 

5 

61.    St.C. 

St.  Charles'  Seminary 

Overbrook,  Penna. 

21 

62.    St.  I. 

St.  Ignatius*  College 

413  W.  12th  St..  Chicago 

9 

63.    Sc. 

Scripps,  Jas.  E.  (dead) 

598  Trumbull  Ave.,  Detroit 

7 

64.    Se. 

Sears,  John  D. 

283  S.  Grand  Ave.,  Pasadena 

1 

65.    Sey. 

Seymour,  T.  D. 

Yale  Univ..  New  Haven.  Conn. 

12 

66.    S.  C. 

South  Carolina,  University  of 

Columbia,  S.  C. 

18 

67.    W.  H. 

State  Historical  Society  of  Wisconsin 

Madison,  Wis. 

3 

68.    Su. 

Sulzberger,  Hon.  Mayer 

1303  Girard  Ave..  Phila. 

1 

69.    **Sy. 

Syracuse  University  Library 

Syracuse,  N.  Y. 

1 

70.    Th. 

Thompson,  T.  P. 

1812  Calhoun  St..  New  Orleans,  La. 

1 

71.    T. 

Toronto  Public  Library 

Toronto,  Canada 

8 

72.    Tr. 

Trinity  College  Library 

Hartford,  Conn. 

15 

73.    **U.  T. 

Union  Theological  Seminary 

700  Park  Ave..  N.  Y. 

336 

74.    U.L. 

Universite-Laval 

Quebec,  Canada 

12 

Proceedings  and  Papers 


35 


List  of  Contributors,  etc. — Continued 

Abbreviation. 

Library  or  Owner. 

II 

3    O 

75.    *U.  M. 

University  of  Michigan 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich. 

11 

76.     U.  Pa. 

University  of  Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia,    Pa. 

74 

77.    **U.To. 

University  of  Toronto 

Toronto,  Canada 

22 

78.    W.  L. 

Watkinson  Library 

Hartford,   Conn. 

141 

79.    W. 

Way,  W.  Irving 

203  Michigan  Boulev.,  Chicago 

1 

80.    *W.U. 

Wesleyan  University 

Middletown,    Conn. 

9 

81.    Wh. 

White,  Andrew  C. 

Cornell  University 

Ithaca,  N.  Y. 

2 

82.    Whi. 

White,  Horace 

18  W.  69th  St.,  New  York 

1 

83.    Wi. 

Williams,  John  C. 

Miller  Road,  Morristown,  N.  J. 

39 

713 

3158 

713 

30  Private  ov^oiers  and  53  Public  or  Insti- 

tutional Libraries  with  a  total  of 

3871 

JOHN  THOMSON.  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  AMERICANA 


The  Committee  on  Americana 
was  organized  late  in  the  autumn 
and  all  it  has  been  able  to  do  is 
to  engage  in  a  little  missionary 
effort.  As  the  members  of  the 
society  know,  a  circular  was  sent 
out  asking  for  information  regard- 
ing special  collections  which 
might  assist  those  who  are  inter- 
ested in  the  history  of  printing  in 
America,  and  the  responses  have 
been  very  gratifying.  In  addi- 
tion to  the  members  of  the  socie- 
ty, these  circulars  were  sent  to 
some  five  hundred  selected  libra- 
ries all  over  the  country,  in  which 
it  was  thought  that  there  might 
be  collections  of  books  printed 
by  local  printers.  The  replies 
show  that  a  good  many  libraries 
have  realized  the  importance  of 
forming  such  a  collection,  and 
that  others  will  do  more  in  the 
future.  The  net  result  is  that  the 
Committee  has  in  hand  a  very 
fair  beginning  for  two  things. 
In  the  first  place,  a  bibliography 
of  printers  and  printing  in  Amer- 
ica, and  in  the  second,  a  list  of 
collectors  and  librarians,  who  are 
buying  books  along  certain  spe- 
cific lines,  interesting  to  the  his- 
torian of  American  printing,  the 
work  of  local  printers  and  the 
work  of  the  local  press  in  general. 

I  think  that  the  opinion  of  the 
other  members  of  the  Committee 


agrees  with  my  own,  that  a  com- 
mittee of  this  sort  ought  to  be  a 
permanent  one  in  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society,  and  ought  to 
work  along  those  two  lines;  to 
gather  into  one  place  all  possible 
information  regarding  the  differ- 
ent collections,  and  then  to  ar- 
range this  bibliographical  mate- 
rial so  that  it  can  be  brought  to 
a  state  of  approximate  complete- 
ness and  used  as  a  foundation  for 
a  future  history  of  American 
printing.      ^    p    ^.^^^^.^^ 

Chairman. 

The  President:  This  is  a  very 
welcome  suggestion,  and  one 
which  I  think  the  society  will  fall 
in  with,  and  it  could  certainly 
find  no  better  headquarters  than 
the  John  Carter  Brown  Library. 

Mr.  Hastings:  I  want  to  say  a 
word  as  to  the  utility  of  the  li- 
brary cards  of  the  Library  of 
Congress  in  making  a  record  of 
early  printed  books.  They  will 
embrace  books  printed  in  Amer- 
ica before  1800.  They  will  be 
arranged  (1)  by  author;  (2) 
by  title;  (3)  by  place,  and  (4) 
by  date.  The  first  price  is  a 
cent  and  a  half  for  the  usual 
cards,  but  if  we  could  get  the 
subscription  to  a  hundred  sets, 
we  could  reduce  the  price  to  one 
cent  a  card.     We  want  to  learn 
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whether  this  sort  of  work  is  de* 
sirable,  and  if  so,  just  how  it  can 
best  be  carried  on.  It  seems  to 
me,  that  we  might  first,  perhaps. 


set  to  work  to  straighten  out  the 
printers,  issuing  an  information 
card  relating  to  each  one  of  the 
early  printers. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  A  RECORD  OF 
CURRENT  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


The  Committee  on  a  record 
of  current  bibliography  was 
charged  with  the  consideration 
of  the  question  of  the  continu- 
ation of  the  work  of  indexing 
bibliographical  literature  accord- 
ing to  the  plan  originated  by  the 
Bibliographical  Society  of  Chica- 
go, and  the  establishment  of  an 
organ  of  communication  between 
members  of  the  Society. 

In  the  examination  of  the 
former  question,  the  Committee 
has  reached  the  conclusion  that 
the  very  limited  use  made  by  li- 
braries of  the  analytical  cards  for 
bibliographical  serials,  and  the 
difficulty  of  preparing  a  satisfac- 
tory record  of  this  character  do 
not  warrant  the  continuation  of 
this  work.  The  indexing  of  the 
current  literature  of  bibliography 
being,  however,  unquestionably 
desirable  the  Committee  recom- 
mends that  the  Society  corre- 
spond with  foreign  bibliograph- 
ical societies  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  whether  international 
co-operation  is  at  present  possible 
in  this  branch  of  science,  either 


upon  the  plan  of  the  International 
Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature 
or  upon  any  other  plan  better 
adapted  to  the  organization  of  a 
single  science. 

In  the  examination  of  the 
question  of  the  issue  of  a  period- 
ical, by  or  under  the  auspices  of 
the  Society,  the  Committee  have 
reached  the  conclusion  that  a 
bulletin  or  periodical  affording  a 
medium  of  communication  be- 
tween members  of  the  Society, 
conveying  to  members  informa- 
tion regarding  current  bibliograph- 
ical publications  and  research, 
and  including  the  transactions  of 
the  Society  should  be  established, 
and  therefore  recommend  that 
after  the  issue  of  part  two  of  the 
Papers  and  proceedings,  a  bulle- 
tin or  periodical  be  published 
either  by  or  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Society,  and  that  for  the 
support  of  such  bulletin  or  peri- 
odical the  Society  appropriate 
two  thirds  of  its  income  from  an- 
nual fees,  and  that  the  President 
appoint  an  editorial  board  whose 
duty  it  shall  be  to  organize  and 
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direct  the  publication  of  said  bul- 
letin or  periodical. 

In  conclusion,  the  Committee 
wishes  to  express  its  indebtedness 
to  Mr.  W.  W.  Bishop,  who 
gave  it  his  counsel  and  advice 
until  compelled  by  illness  to  re- 
sign his  office  on  the  committee. 
Mr.  Paltsits  was  appointed  in  his 
place. 

W.  Dawson  Johnston, 

Chairman. 

Mr.  Paltsits:  We  were  some- 
what under  difficulty  in  confer- 
ring about  this  matter  because  of 
the  distance  that  separates  us  as 
a  committee.  I  desire  therefore 
to  qualify  my  endorsement  of  the 
report  to  some  extent,  and  per- 
haps offer  some  information 
worthy  of  consideration  by  the 
Council  in  taking  up  this  matter. 

It  seems  to  me  impossible  with 
two-thirds  of  our  present  income 
to  establish  any  journal  that 
would  be  representative  or  wor- 
thy, except  in  case  the  amount 
so  given,  two-thirds  of  our  an- 
nual income,  were  in  the  nature 
of  a  subsidy  to  some  publisher, 
for  example,  Dodd,  Mead  & 
Company.  I  happen  to  have  a 
definite  knowledge  of  the  reasons 
why  two  of  our  bibliographical 
journals  were  discontinued,  and 
I  know  how  many  subscribers 
they  had  at  the  time  of  their  fail- 
ure, and  some  of  the  difficulties 
the     publishers     experienced     in 


connection  with  putting  them 
forth;  also  something  of  the  loss- 
es, which,  of  course,  is  a  con- 
fidential matter. 

And  on  that  basis  it  seems 
to  me  that  two-thirds  of  the 
present  income  would  not  begin 
to  scrape  the  surface  of  the 
amount  needed  for  the  publica- 
tion of  a  periodical  that  would 
be  at  all  worthy.  We  might, 
however,  publish  a  bulletin,  a 
news  bulletin,  which  might  be 
four  or  eight  pages  in  extent,  as 
the  matter  in  hand  might  war- 
rant. The  Bibliographical  So- 
ciety would  then  be  issuing  a 
bulletin  as  well  as  the  proceed- 
ings and  the  monographs,  and 
would  have  sufficient  funds  for 
the  carrying  out  of  other  work. 
This  would  be  an  inexpensive 
undertaking.  And  meanwhile, 
if  this  committee,  or  one  taking 
its  place,  would  continue  during 
the  year,  we  might  confer  with 
Dodd,  Mead  &  Co.,  and  some 
other  firms,  concerning  a  proposi- 
tion for  the  publication  of  a  jour- 
nal under  our  auspices,  and  ac- 
cording to  worthy  plans,  on  the 
basis  of  a  subsidy. 

I  believe  that  a  good  period- 
ical is  impossible  in  America 
without  a  subsidy,  and  I  do  not 
think  we  could  produce  such  a 
one  with  our  present  funds  and 
limited  membership.  The  need 
for  a  representative  journal  is 
great,  and  it  seems  a  great  shame 
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that  in  this  great  nation  with  all 
of  its  financial  resources,  there  is 
not  one  publication  in  the  way  of 
a  periodical  that  concerns  bib- 
liographical science.  We  need 
such  a  periodical  in  our  own 
society  and  sufficient  funds  to  un- 
dertake it,  or  the  alternative  of 
publication  by  subsidy.  What- 
ever we  do  should  be  on  a  very 
high  plane,  so  that  the  results 
would  be  creditable.  Do  not  let 
us  fall  behind  Leipzig  and  Lon- 
don. 

Mr.  Johnston:  The  majority 
of  the  committee  feel  that  these 
business  questions  can  be  settled 
only  after  further  conference  and 
by  a  committee  which  might  be 
made  responsible  for  the  period- 
ical. The  question  that  we  have 
to  settle  here  is  the  general  ques- 
tion only;  the  details  must  be 
left  to  a  committee.  For  that 
reason  the  report  has  been  made 
very  general  in  its  terms;  whether 
the  proposed  publication  shall  be 
a  bulletin  or  a  periodical,  must 
be  left  to  circumstances,  and  its 
character  must  be  determined 
not  merely  by  the  income  of  the 
Society,  but  by  considerations  of 
a  scientific  nature.  As  has  been 
suggested,  we  want  to  start  with 


a  periodical  of  the  first  class,  if 
at  all. 

The  officers  of  the  Society,  I 
may  say,  have  felt  the  need  of 
such  a  Bulletin  very  much.  We 
are  not  able  to  communicate  with 
members  of  the  Society  at  pres- 
ent through  any  established  peri- 
odical. We  should  like  to  send 
to  members  in  advance  of  the 
meeting  the  programs,  and  im- 
mediately after  the  meetings  a  re- 
port of  proceedings.  We  also 
receive  papers  that  are  not  adapt- 
ed for  reading  in  our  meetings, 
but  which  would  be  well  worth 
printing.  We  should  like  to  be 
able  to  publish  those,  and  we 
would  like  also  to  give  to  foreign 
bibliographers  some  record  of 
American  bibliographical  publi- 
cations and  research  such  as  we 
cannot  give  through  any  existing 
organ. 

But  the  Society  may  prefer 
to  continue  the  publication  of  the 
Proceedings  and  papers  in  their 
present  form,  and  issue  in  ad- 
dition a  mere  news  sheet. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Richard- 
son, voted,  that  the  report  be  ac- 
cepted as  a  report  of  progress 
and  that  the  committee  be  asked 
to  continue  its  work. 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL  ACTIVITIES  OF  HISTORI- 
CAL  SOCIETIES  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 

By  Reuben  G.  Thwaites 

npHE  present  assigned  survey  is  confined,  with  a  few 
-■■  minor  exceptions,  to  the  published  bibliographies  of  his- 
torical societies  proper — those  embodied  in  the  list  made  by  a 
committee  of  the  American  Historical  Association,  printed 
in  the  latter*s  Report  for  1905,  pp.  249-325.  Such  general 
institutions  of  learning  as  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Wash- 
ington, the  Library  of  Congress,  the  American  Philosophical 
Society,  and  the  Smithsonian  Institution  are  eliminated,  as 
well  as  the  publications  of  colleges  and  universities,  for  to  in- 
clude these  would  lead  us  too  far  afield.  Genealogical  and 
patriotic  hereditary  societies  are  also  excluded,  for  their  field 
of  interest  is,  as  a  rule,  strictly  bibliographical,  along  the  line  of 
their  own  membership;  although  occasionally  they  have 
issued  publications  of  considerable  value  to  the  general  stu- 
dent of  American  history. 

The  American  Historical  Association  has  quite  naturally 
been  the  chief  agent  among  us,  in  promoting  bibliographical 
effort  in  the  field  of  history,  as  well  as  in  otherwise  stimulating 
scientific  methods  of  historical  work.  Numerous  large  enter- 
prises have  been  undertaken  under  its  auspices — ^notably 
bibliographies  of  the  writings  of  the  several  members  of  the 
Association ;  of  the  publications  on  American  history  for  spe- 
cial periods;  and,  emanating  from  its  owm  Public  Archives 
and  Historical  Manuscripts  commissions,  lists  of  manuscripts 
and  reports  on  the  availability  of  these  sources  for  purposes 
of  research.     Special  bibliographies  are  included  in  many  of 
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the  formal  papers  published  by  the  Association,  notably  sev- 
eral for  the  Southern  States;  while  the  authors  of  the  Winsor 
and  Adams  prize  essays  have  also  appended  to  their  papers 
reasonably  complete  bibliographies.  Thus  the  publications 
of  this  Association  contain  a  considerable  body  of  exception- 
ally valuable  bibliographical  material. 

Among  the  State  and  local  societies  of  the  country,  biblio- 
graphical activity  has  been  more  desultory,  both  in  method 
and  in  character.  The  inspiration  for  such  undertakings  has 
usually  come  from  some  few  of  the  individual  members,  who 
appreciate  the  usefulness  of  what  is  nevertheless  a  somewhat 
thankless  task.  For  example,  the  Southern  History  Associa- 
tion is  apparently  indebted  in  large  measure  to  A.  S.  Salley, 
Jr.;  that  of  Maine  to  the  work  of  Joseph  Williamson;  and 
the  Buffalo  Society  to  that  of  its  secretary,  Frank  H.  Sever- 
ance. 

The  material  prepared  by  members  or  officers  of  local 
societies  is  not  infrequently  published  under  other  auspices 
than  that  of  the  societies  themselves.  Credit,  therefore,  can- 
not be  given  to  the  society,  save  in  those  obvious  instances 
where  the  author's  connection  therewith  is  known.  Among 
those  of  such  character  may  be  noted  Bates's  Bibliography  of 
Connecticut  Laws;  the  Bibliography  of  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, inspired  by  the  Columbia  Historical  Society,  al- 
though issued  from  the  Government  Printing  Office ;  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  Maryland,  appearing  in  the  Historical  Magazine 
for  1870;  that  of  New  York,  prepared  by  A.  P.  C.  Griffin, 
and  published  in  Boston,  1 887 ;  that  of  Ohio,  issued  by  Peter 
G.  Thomson,  at  Cincinnati,  in  1 88 1  ;  and  that  of  Rhode 
Island  (1864),  inspired  by  the  now  defunct  Narragansett 
Club. 

A  number  of  the  general  and  state  societies  have  published 
seriatim  bibliographies  concerning  their  especial  localities  or 
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fields  of  study.  Thus  the  Archaeological  Institute  of  Amer- 
ica from  time  to  time  publishes  in  its  Journal  valuable  bibliog- 
raphies on  archaeology;  the  Jewish  Publication  Society  in 
similar  manner  keeps  abreast  of  works  on  Jewish  history  and 
polity;  the  Iowa  Historical  Society  publishes  an  annual  list 
of  books  concerned  with  that  State;  while  the  Wisconsin 
Society  occasionally  issues  revised  reading  lists  on  Wisconsin 
and  early  Western  history  in  general. 

I.  Manuscript  lists.  Among  the  earlier  enterprises  of  the 
historical  societies  of  the  original  thirteen  colonies,  were  cata- 
logues and  calendars  of  such  manuscript  material  relating  to 
their  respective  colonies  as  was  to  be  found  in  European,  es- 
pecially in  English,  archives.  New  York  made  a  fairly  com- 
plete publication  of  transcripts  of  documents  of  this  character. 
Other  societies  were  content  to  furnish  more  or  less  detailed 
descriptions  of  these  important  sources.  Such  are  New 
Hampshire's  List  of  Documents  in  the  Public  Record  Office, 
London,  relating  to  New  Hampshire;  Stevens's  similar  list 
for  New  Jersey  (published  in  1 858) ;  that  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Delaware,  issued  by  the  Historical  Society  of  the  former 
colony ;  and  that  for  South  Carolina,  occupying  the  first  three 
volumes  of  its  society's  Collections.  Recent  work  in  this  line, 
inspired  largely  by  the  Historical  Manuscripts  Commission, 
has  appeared  in  the  Reports  of  that  Commission;  and  a  de- 
scriptive catalogue  of  both  public  and  private  manuscript  col- 
lections of  the  Old  Northwest  and  adjoining  commonwealths, 
recently  appeared  from  the  press  of  the  Wisconsin  Historical 
Society. 

While  not  an  historical  society,  and  thus  beyond  the  pale 
of  the  present  inquiry,  one  cannot  forbear  speaking  of  the 
important  bibliographical  work  of  the  Bureau  of  Historical 
Research  in  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Washington.  Sev- 
eral of  its  publications  in  this  field  have  been  of  the  highest 
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merit,  and  of  great  value  to  students  of  American  history. 
The  recently-issued  Bibliography  of  Writings  on  American 
History  for  1 903  is  an  eminently  useful  undertaking,  worthy 
of  being  continued  from  year  to  year.  The  Institution  finds 
itself  unable  to  continue  this  enterprise,  but  it  is  hoped  that 
the  historical  societies  of  the  country  may  be  induced  to  co- 
operate in  its  future  publication. 

II.  Descriptions  of  Archives.  These  have  largely  appeared 
under  the  auspices  of  the  Public  Archives  Commission,  and 
for  some  states  embrace  almost  a  complete  generalized  list  of 
available  public  documents,  still  in  manuscript  form.  Some 
earlier  reports  of  the  Commission  gave  useful  summaries  of  the 
archival  collections  at  Washington,  in  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress and  the  several  departments;  while  recent  attention  to 
the  Spanish-American  archives  of  Texas  and  the  Southwest 
has  been  fruitful. 

III.  Public  Documents.  Among  the  local  societies,  bib- 
liographies of  colonial  laws,  and  of  early  series  of  public  docu- 
ments, have  been  found  useful.  The  work  of  Gen.  A.  W. 
Greeley,  for  the  documents  of  the  early  congresses,  has  placed 
all  students  of  American  history  under  obligations  to  his 
patience  and  industry. 

IV.  Book  Lists.  The  subjects  of  the  bibliographies  pub- 
lished by  historical  societies,  concern  either  the  local  history 
or  the  literature  of  their  respective  localities.  Several  of  the 
various  nationalistic  and  denominational  societies  have  fur- 
nished useful  lists  for  their  respective  subjects,  such  as  the 
Schwenkfelders  in  America,  the  Scotch-Irish  bibliography 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  German-American  hynmology.  In 
addition  to  state  bibliographies  already  referred  to,  some  at- 
tention has  here  and  there  been  given  to  early  American 
imprints.    Episodes  of  American  history,  and  publications  of 
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American  writers  and  travellers,  are  also  among  the  subjects 
scanned. 

Quite  naturally,  a  large  proportion  of  the  subject  matter 
already  published  by  the  societies  has  related  to  American 
history  and  biography.  Notable  exceptions  to  this  rule  are, 
however,  Thatcher's  account  of  the  Latin  sources  of  the 
First  Crusade,  Johnson's  Edward  III  as  King  of  France, 
several  lists  on  English  history,  and  R.  P.  Roosevelt's  Bib- 
liography of  Hugo  Grotius. 

V.  Newspapers.  The  New  Jersey  society  has  made  a 
considerable  catalogue  of  early  American  newspapers.  Pub- 
lished lists  for  Illinois  and  Nebraska  embrace  early  journals 
of  their  respective  states;  while  those  of  New  York  and 
Wisconsin  furnish  annotated  accounts  of  their  entire  collec- 
tions to  date. 

We  have  seen  that  much  excellent  bibliographical  work 
has,  on  the  whole,  been  done  by  American  historical  socie- 
ties; but  it  has  been  both  spasmodic  and  sporadic  in  charac- 
ter. Efforts  should  be  made  to  induce  a  more  general  spread 
of  such  enterprises  on  their  part,  and  if  possible  more  system- 
atic treatment.  Publication  of  the  sources,  in  extenso,  is  of 
first  importance  to  historical  scholarship.  It  is  almost  equally 
necessary,  however,  occasionally  to  make  record  not  only  of 
the  issues  of  the  press  concerning  the  field  in  which  the  society 
works,  but  of  the  location  of  unpublished  material  for  its  study. 

Historical  societies  have,  as  a  rule,  specialized  fields  of  in- 
vestigation; their  own  collections  of  books  and  manuscripts 
furnish  opportunity  for  careful,  exact,  and  scholarly  biblio- 
graphical work,  and  they  have  ready  access  to  other  collec- 
tions ;  while  their  office  as  public  servants  would  seem  to  make 
them  especially  responsible  for  producing  the  tools  of  re- 
search.   In  the  case  of  societies  not  individually  rich  in  such 
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collections,  nevertheless  solicitous  to  help,  co-operation  is 
always  possible.  Bibliographical  undertakings  of  considerable 
importance  might  well  be  carried  on  between  societies  of  the 
same  state  or  section.  Such  co-operation  would  doubtless 
prove  one  of  the  most  fruitful  methods  for  carrying  on  well- 
considered  enterprises  of  this  character,  so  essential  to  students 
of  our  history  and  institutions.  Q) 

(1).  See  "Report  of  Committee  on  Methods  of  Organization  and  Work 
on  the  part  of  the  State  and  Local  Historical  Societies,"  in  Annual  Report  of 
American  Historical  Association,  1905,  vol.  1,  p.  249-325 — especially  p.  268- 
272. 
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The  President:  Dr.  Jameson, 
can  you  tell  us  if  there  is  any 
prospect  of  further  help  from  the 
Carnegie  Institution  in  biblio- 
graphical research? 

Dr.  Jameson:  I  don't  believe 
that  I  am  able  to  say,  and  I  don't 
know  that  anyone  is  able  to  say 
positively  what  the  Carnegie  In- 
stitution is  likely  to  do  in  regard 
to  bibliographies  of  a  historical 
sort.  The  chief  thing  it  has  been 
doing  of  late  is  to  enter  upon  a 
large  and  expensive  undertaking 
which  is  suggested  by  the  de- 
partment of  economic  research 
in  the  Institution,  and  is  to  be 
managed  by  two  of  the  heads  of 
divisions  in  that  department.  It 
is  probably  known  to  those  pres- 
ent that  the  department  of  eco- 
nomic research  is  occupied  with 
a  very  extensive  economic  history 
of  the  United  States.  The  work 
is  distributed  among  eleven  per- 
sons, as  chiefs  of  divisions.  Two 
of  these,  heads  of  the  divisions  of 
money,  finance  and  banking, 
have  thought  it  necessary  for 
their  purposes  that  an  index  to 
the  economic  material  in  the 
public  documents  of  the  various 
states  should  be  prepared,  feel- 
ing, I  suppose,  that  relatively 
much  less  has  been  known  about 
the  economic  development  with- 
in the  states  than  in  the  national 
field.  They  are  taking  the 
definition  of  economics  in  a  broad 
sense,  so  as  to  include  much  of 


administrative  and  political  de- 
velopment. So  they  have  started 
on  a  large  enterprise,  the  most 
extensive  bibliographical  under- 
taking in  history  which  is  likely 
to  be  carried  on  by  the  Carnegie 
Institution. 

I  am  sorry  that  they  do  not 
feel  like  keeping  on  with  the 
series  which  my  predecessor. 
Professor  McLaughlin,  started 
by  a  bibliography  of  "Writings 
on  American  History  in  1903.'* 
I  hope  that  by  other  means  it 
may  be  carried  forward.  But, 
so  far  as  the  bibliographical  work 
that  I  know  of  as  likely  to  be  un- 
dertaken by  the  department  of 
historical  research  is  concerned, 
we  shall,  for  one  thing,  occupy 
ourselves  with  the  preparation  of 
guides  to  the  material  for  Ameri- 
can history  to  be  found  in  Euro- 
pean archives.  The  reason  that 
we  work  more  at  European 
archives  than  American  archives 
is  because  the  archives  of  the 
American  states,  outside  of  Wash- 
ington, have  been  very  largely  cov- 
ered by  the  work  of  the  Public 
Archives  Commision  of  the  Ameri- 
can Historical  Association,  while 
no  one  was  trying  to  deal  in  a  sys- 
tematic way  with  the  American 
material  in  European  archives. 
It  was  first  undertaken  by  Mr. 
McLaughlin.  Professor  Andrews 
went  to  London  to  prepare  a 
guide  to  the  materials  for  Amer- 
ican history  in  the  British  arch- 
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ives,  and  Professor  Shepherd  was 
sent  to  make  a  similar  compre- 
hensive guide  for  the  three  chief 
Spanish  archives.  Mr.  Perez 
prepared  a  guide  for  American 
history  in  the  Cuban  archives; 
the  latter  is  practically  ready  for 
print.  Mr.  Shepherd's  report  on 
the  Spanish  archives  is  not  so  far 
advanced,  but  that  of  Professor 
Andrev^s  may  be  expected  to  be 
printed  in  the  late  spring  or  sum- 
mer. It  will  probably  make 
from  700  to  800  pages,  giving, 
it  seems  to  me,  a  far  better  guide 
for  the  searcher  for  American 
material  in  European  archives 
than  we  have  ever  had  before, 
and,  I  think,  a  more  completely 
worked-out  guide  than  any  coun- 
try ever  issued  for  its  own  history, 
as  that  history  resides  in  foreign 
archives.  It  is  an  extremely 
well-made  thing,  and  I  rather 
think  it  will  be  more  usefui 
toward  the  exploitation  of  Amer- 
ican colonial  history,  so  far  as  it 


lies  in  European  or  English  arch- 
ives, than  any  other  book  ever 
written.  I  think  it  will  at  once 
take  a  high  and  important  posi- 
tion. The  next  task  will  be  the 
preparation  of  guides  to  the  ma- 
terials for  American  history  in 
French  and  Mexican  archives, 
upon  which  agents  very  well 
qualified  for  the  work  will  set 
out  in  June  or  July.  I  suppose 
that  for  some  years  work  of  this 
preliminary  exploitation  will  need 
to  be  carried  on  in  various  for- 
eign archives.  I  ought  to  say, 
perhaps,  that  we  deal  with  un- 
printed  material,  not  because  bet- 
ter historical  material  is  found  in 
unprinted  matter,  but  because 
there  seem  to  be  other  agencies 
for  dealing  Mith  printed  matter 
and  greater  progress  made  in 
that  line  than  with  unprinted  ma- 
terial. 

The  President:  We  are  very 
glad  to  have  this  account  of  the 
Bureau   of   Historical   Research. 


THE  NEED  OF  A  BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  AMERI- 
CAN  COLONIAL  NEWSPAPERS 

By  Clarence  S.  Brigham 

npO  the  student  of  colonial  and  revolutionary  history,  news- 
•■•  papers  are  undoubtedly  the  most  important  printed  source 
material.  In  fact,  the  only  other  collection  of  printed  sources 
of  any  great  extent  are  the  proceedings  of  the  various  colonial 
assemblies,  which  form,  to  be  sure,  a  very  valuable  body  of 
printed  matter,  but  being  a  mere  chronicle  of  legislative  action, 
reveal  little  concerning  the  lives  of  the  people.  What  kind  of 
a  picture  v^ould  the  historian  of  the  future,  for  instance,  get 
of  the  recent  election  struggle  between  Hearst  and  Hughes 
by  searching  through  the  New  York  Assembly's  proceed- 
ings? It  is  the  newspaper  of  the  colonial  period,  even  more 
so  than  the  paper  of  to-day,  that  proves  the  great  mine  of 
information  to  the  historian,  the  student  of  social  customs,  the 
antiquarian  or  the  one  who  essays  to  study  any  phase  of  the 
life  of  his  ancestors. 

In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  material,  how  strange  it 
seems  that  so  few  writers  upon  historical  subjects  have  used 
newspaper  files  to  enhance  the  value  of  their  work.  One 
could  cite  several  of  our  admirable  state  histories  which  have 
been  written  apparently  without  the  least  reference  to  early 
newspapers.  And  as  the  field  broadens  in  subject,  the  author 
seems  the  less  willing  to  use  the  press  as  any  part  of  his  foun- 
dation of  fact.  The  chief  reason  for  this  neglect  has  not, 
generally  speaking,  been  an  aversion  to  the  labor  of  added 
research,  or  because  historians  have  assumed  that  newspapers 
were  the  special  province  of  inquiry  for  the  antiquarian,  but 
because  of  the  great  difficulty  in  locating  files  of  given  news- 

ibo 
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papers  in  sufficient  completeness  to  cover  a  subject  thoroughly. 
When  this  class  of  material,  however,  is  well  utilized,  the  re- 
sults are  invariably  shown  in  the  freshness  of  treatment  as  well 
as  m  the  evidence  of  thoroughness.  Frothingham's  "Rise  of 
the  Republic,'*  for  example,  is  readable,  and  is  based  on  such 
diligent  research  as  to  make  it  an  authority  on  its  subject. 
William  Nelson,  in  his  series  of  newspaper  extracts  relating 
to  New  Jersey  from  1 704  to  the  end  of  the  Revolution,  pub- 
lished in  the  New  Jersey  Archives,  presents  material  that  is  of 
interest  not  only  to  New  Jersey,  but  to  all  the  colonies  as  well. 
The  development  of  manufactures,  modes  of  social  life,  tales 
of  pirates  and  counterfeiters,  and  as  the  press  became  more 
daring,  some  intelligent  commentary  on  the  trend  of  political 
events — all  combine  to  provide  the  student  with  a  mass  of 
documentary  material  of  the  most  varied  nature.  Mr.  Nel- 
son has  performed  a  great  service  to  the  cause  of  American 
history  in  his  perseverance  and  diligence  in  editing  these 
volumes. 

Many  historical  works  pretending  to  completeness  along 
their  special  lines  would  have  been  rendered  more  trust- 
worthy and  valuable  had  their  authors  been  able  to  use  news- 
paper files  as  an  additional  source  of  information.  But,  as 
has  been  stated  above,  the  files  of  most  of  our  early  news- 
papers are  so  scattered  as  to  defy  an  attempt  to  locate  them. 
A  writer  wishing  to  verify  some  point  in  colonial  history  can 
scarcely  be  blamed  if  he  shrinks  from  sending  circulars  to  all 
the  historical  libraries  in  the  country  in  order  to  find  a  certain 
newspaper  which  he  knows  must  contain  the  solution  to  his 
query.  To  find  a  file  of  a  colonial  newspaper  in  a  fair  degree 
of  completeness  in  any  one  library  is  very  unusual.  Such  files 
as  that  of  the  South  Carolina  Gazette,  in  the  Charleston 
Library  Society,  which  runs  from  1 732  to  1 788  with  but  very 
few  breaks,  or  that  of  the  Maryland  Gazette,  in  the  Mary- 
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land  Historical  Society,  or  that  of  the  Providence  Gazette,  in 
the  Rhode  Island  Historical  Society,  which  runs  from  1 762 
to  1 825,  over  3,300  consecutive  issues,  with  but  eleven  (11) 
numbers  missing,  are  notable  exceptions.  This  last  file,  so 
far  as  I  know,  is  the  most  complete  file  of  a  long-lived  colo- 
nial newspaper  in  any  library  in  the  country.  More  usual  are 
such  files  as  those  of  the  Newport  Mercury,  which  could 
show  scarcely  half  of  its  total  issue  for  the  colonial  period,  or 
of  the  North  Carolina  Gazette,  where  the  combined  resources 
of  all  the  important  libraries  of  the  country  cannot  produce 
a  fifth  of  the  numbers  issued.  The  Vermont  libraries,  for  in- 
stance, apparently  can  show  but  one  number  of  the  Vermont 
Gazette  or  Green  Mountain  Post  Boy.  And  the  tooth- 
comb  search  lately  made  for  stray  issues  of  the  Cape  Fear 
Mercury  is  still  fresh  in  the  minds  of  those  who  are  familiar 
with  recent  developments  regarding  the  Mecklenberg  Decla- 
ration of  Independence.  Some  papers,  even  more  rare,  are 
known  only  by  their  title,  such  as  the  Gazette,  published  on 
board  of  the  French  fleet  at  New^^ort  in  1 780,  or  the  East 
Florida  Gazette  of  1 783. 

In  view  of  the  scarcity  of  colonial  newspapers  and  of  the 
great  difficulty  in  locating  files,  a  bibliography  that  would 
give  reference  to  the  location  of  all  issues  would  fill  a  long 
felt  want,  and  would  ease  the  burden  of  research  for  many 
historical  scholars.  Every  library  in  the  country  that  pre- 
serves files  of  early  newspapers  should  be  either  visited  or 
communicated  with  to  make  such  a  check  list  accurate  and 
complete.  Nor  should  individual  collectors  be  neglected. 
In  the  possession  of  a  Virginia  minister  of  scholarly  tastes,  I 
saw  a  few  years  ago  a  file  of  the  Virginia  Gazette  of  the 
middle  eighteenth  century  that  would  go  far  to  help  out  our 
knowledge  of  that  paper.  And  there  are  many  large  private 
collections  in  this  country  that  outvie,  even  in  the  bulky  files 
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of  newspapers,  the  resources  of  the  largest  libraries  in  their 
respective  communities.  The  drag-net  of  a  thorough,  sys- 
tematic search  would  bring  to  light  great  numbers  of  news- 
papers in  the  most  unexpected  depositories. 

What  has  hitherto  been  done  toward  a  bibliography  of 
early  American  newspapers?  The  three  most  useful  works 
on  the  subject  are  Thomas*  "History  of  Printing  in  America," 
North's  "History  of  the  Newspaper  Press  of  the  United 
States,"  and  Nelson's  "Account  of  American  Newspapers, 
particularly  of  the  Eighteenth  Century."  The  first  of  these 
works,  written  in  1810  by  the  learned  Isaiah  Thomas,  has 
always  been  the  corner-stone  upon  which  other  writers  have 
built.  The  author,  a  colonial  printer  himself,  gathered  his 
material  first-hand  and  acquired  many  facts  which  could  not 
possibly  be  obtained  at  this  late  day.  The  great  defects  of 
the  work,  for  our  present  purpose,  however,  are  that  it  does 
not  list  newspapers  beyond  the  beginning  of  the  Revolution, 
and  that  in  no  case  does  it  attempt  to  note  the  location  of  any 
files.  The  next  comprehensive  work  was  that  by  S.  N.  D. 
North,  who,  in  volume  8  of  the  1 880  Census  of  the  United 
States,  attempted  to  list  all  American  newspapers  from  the 
beginning  to  the  year  1880.  He  uses  Thomas  for  his  au- 
thority for  all  newspapers  before  1776,  and  between  that 
date  and  1 800  his  information  is  very  deficient.  He  lists  no 
New  York  City  newspapers,  for  instance,  between  I  776  and 
1800.  Of  the  86  early  Massachusetts  newspapers  noted  in 
Nelson's  list.  North  lists  but  forty-four  (44),  and  of  tha  six- 
teen (16)  knovm  Rhode  Island  papers  before  1 800,  he  mep- 
tions  but  three  (3).  For  the  purpose  of  such  bibliography 
as  has  been  suggested  above,  the  volume  would  not  prove  of 
even  so  much  value  as  Thomas's  History. 

The  third  publication  noted  above  is  easily  the  most  pre- 
tentious and  useful  of  any  that  has  been  written  upon  the 
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beginnings  of  the  press  in  America.  Under  the  sub-title  of 
"Some  Account  of  American  Newspapers,  particularly  of 
the  Eighteenth  Century,  and  Libraries  in  which  they  may  be 
found,"  Mr.  William  Nelson  has  published  in  the  New  Jer- 
sey Archives  a  very  valuable  series  of  prefatory  notes.  He 
has  attempted  primarily  to  list  all  American  newspapers 
printed  prior  to  1801,  giving  as  full  bibliographical  details  as 
possible  as  to  their  founding  and  history,  and  also  noting  the 
various  libraries  in  which  files  of  each  paper  may  be  found. 
These  notes  are  printed  as  prefaces  to  his  series  of  News- 
paper Extracts  relating  to  New  Jersey,  and  are  to  be  found 
in  volumes  11,  12  and  1 9  of  the  First  Series  of  the  New 
Jersey  Archives.  They  cover  the  press  of  all  the  States 
from  Alabama  to  New  Hampshire.  The  remainder  of  his 
material  covering  the  States  from  New  Jersey  to  the  end  of 
the  alphabet  was  destroyed  in  the  Paterson  fire  of  February 
1 0,  1 902,  and  Mr.  Nelson  was  compelled  to  face  anew  the 
problem  of  gathering  his  information.  The  accounts  of  the 
New  Jersey  and  the  New  York  press  he  now  has  almost 
ready  for  publication.  It  is  the  cordial  hope  of  all  scholars 
that  he  may  be  able  to  complete  the  list  as  he  proposed. 

For  the  purposes  for  which  it  is  intended,  Mr.  Nel- 
son's list  is  of  great  value.  But  as  he  points  out  in  his  pre- 
face, the  work  is  necessarily  incomplete,  especially  in  the  not- 
ing of  files  of  newspapers  in  various  libraries.  Files  are 
occasionally  listed  as  "1748-1776  incomplete,**  "Miscella- 
neous Georgia  papers,  1766-1872,**  "1772-1800,  a  few 
scattering  numbers.'*  Only  the  more  important  libraries  have 
been  examined,  the  labor  of  research  having  made  it  neces- 
sary to  exclude  many  smaller  libraries,  as  well  as  private 
libraries.  The  compiler  has  been  obliged,  moreover,  to  de- 
pend largely  upon  the  custodians  of  the  various  libraries  for 
answers  to  his  queries,  thus  insuring  considerable  lack  of  uni- 
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formity  in  the  completeness  of  the  replies.  These  remarks  are 
not  uttered  in  any  way  in  the  spirit  of  criticism,  for  Mr.  Nel- 
son's work,  a  pioneer  in  its  field,  is  of  definite  and  decided 
value,  but  merely  to  show  that  an  accurate  detailed  check 
list  of  early  American  newspapers  is  still  a  very  much  needed 
volume. 

Outside  of  the  three  works  by  Thomas,  North  and  Nelson 
there  are  no  volumes  that  treat  the  subject  of  the  eighteenth 
century  press  of  America  with  any  degree  of  comprehensive- 
ness. Buckingham's  "Specimens  of  Newspaper  Literature," 
1850,  contains  sketches,  largely  reminiscent,  of  forty-five 
(45)  of  the  more  prominent  of  the  early  journals.  Munsell's 
"Typographical  Miscellany,"  1 850,  is  a  work  of  some  value, 
chiefly  for  the  study  of  early  New  York  papers.  Hudson's 
"Journalism  in  the  United  States,"  1873,  covers  the  whole 
field  of  American  newspapers,  but  is  most  useful  for  a  study 
of  nineteenth  century  journals.  Several  libraries  have  pub- 
lished special  lists  of  their  newspaper  collections,  such  as  the 
Library  of  Congress,  the  Wisconsin  Historical  Society,  the 
Ohio  State  Library,  the  Pennsylvania  State  Library,  the 
American  Antiquarian  Society  (in  North's  1880  Census), 
the  Virginia  Historical  Society  (in  the  Virginia  Magazine  of 
History  and  Biography,  1901-1902),  and  the  Maryland 
Historical  Society  (in  the  Magazine  of  American  History 
for  June,  1881).  There  are  several  state  and  local  bibliog- 
raphies, moreover,  which  incude  the  titles  of  newspapers, 
and  a  few  bibliographies  of  printers  or  of  special  newspapers 
which  are  of  value.  That  great  comer-stone  of  American 
bibliography,  Sabin's  "Dictionary  of  Books  Relating  to 
America,"  unfortunately  does  not  include  the  titles  of  news- 
papers, although  the  "American  Bibliography,"  by  Charles 
Evans,  which  partially  supersedes  Sabin,  attempts  to  remedy 
this  defect. 
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By  far  the  most  pretentious  attempt  to  list  with  accuracy 
the  newspapers  of  any  one  section  is  in  process  of  publication 
by  the  Colonial  Society  of  Massachusetts.  This  Society  is 
soon  to  bring  out  in  a  stout  octavo  volume  of  about  500  pages 
a  tabular  check  list  of  all  newspapers  published  in  Boston 
from  1 704  to  1 780,  listing  each  individual  issue  and  noting 
the  library  where  it  is  possessed.  Included  also  will  be  a 
bibliographical  sketch  of  each  newspaper  covered  by  the 
check  list,  obtained  from  an  entirely  new  investigation  of  the 
subject.  An  examination  of  the  proof-sheets  of  this  volume 
shows  that  it  is  being  prepared  with  unusual  care  and  accu- 
racy. 

The  value  of  a  bibliography  of  early  American  newspa- 
pers, indicating  the  location  of  the  various  issues,  is  an  assured 
fact.  The  way  in  which  such  a  work  could  best  be  pub- 
lished, however,  is  not  so  self-evident.  On  account  of  the 
national  scope  of  the  undertaking,  the  material  could  best  be 
gathered  by  an  institution  which  was  national  in  character, 
such  as  the  American  Antiquarian  Society,  the  Bibliographi- 
cal Society  of  America,  or  the  Carnegie  Institution  of  Wash- 
ington. Whether  the  bibliography  should  include  all  news- 
papers to  1  790,  or  cover  the  eighteenth  century,  with  1 800 
as  the  inclusive  date,  is  largely  a  question  of  the  size  of  the 
volume  desired,  and  of  the  publishing  fund.  There  were 
about  220  different  newspapers  printed  in  the  country  be- 
tween 1704  and  1790.  If  papers  between  1791  and  1800 
were  also  included,  this  number  would  be  trebled. 

There  are  many  check  lists,  guides  to  source  material,  and 
similar  bibliographical  aids,  that  are  worthy  of  being  pub- 
lished. But  few,  it  seems  to  me,  would  provide  such  definite 
and  permanent  information  as  the  bibliography  suggested 
above.  Our  leading  collections  of  early  American  news- 
papers, already  in  public  depositories,  are  destined  to  remain 
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with  but  little  increase.  No  class  of  Americana  is  so  difficult 
to  acquire  as  colonial  newspapers.  More  ephemeral  even 
than  "broadsides'*  they  defy  search.  The  files  of  the  more 
important  papers  now  in  our  libraries  were  in  many  cases 
those  preserved  by  the  publisher  or  his  family,  and  often  the 
only  complete  collection  extant.  As  Mr.  Nelson  points  out 
in  the  introduction  to  his  "Account  of  American  Newspa- 
pers," the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society  Catalogue  of 
1 859  was  a  sufficient  guide  to  its  collection  of  newspapers  in 
the  year  1 894.  And  the  same  is  true  of  nearly  all  other  libra- 
ries. No  class  of  material  in  our  libraries  to-day  is  so  sta- 
tionary. 

The  printing  of  a  bibliography  of  early  American  news- 
papers would  be  a  boon  to  historical  scholars  throughout  the 
country.  May  the  task  of  preparing  material  for  such  a  vol- 
ume soon  be  undertaken  and  may  the  financial  aid  necessary 
to  its  publication  soon  be  granted. 

Mr.  William  Nelson:  The  history.  Then,  fourth,  that  the 
work  of  which  Mr.  Brigham  has  value  of  these  details  would  be 
spoken  in  such  flattering  terms  enhanced  by  giving  some  ac- 
seemed  to  develop  naturally  from  count  of  the  newspapers  and  of 
a  very  simple  beginning.  First,  their  printers,  bringing  all  the  in- 
the  plan  of  compiling  and  pub-  formation  down  to  the  end  of  the 
lishing  a  series  of  extracts  from  eighteenth  century,  and  so  vastly 
American  newspapers  containing  exceeding  the  scope  of  Isaiah 
everything  that  could  be  found  Thomas's  admirable  work, 
relating  to  New  Jersey.  Sec-  Many  books  have  been  writ- 
ond,  as  a  preliminary  to  this  end,  ten  on  the  fascinations  of  book- 
it  was  obviously  important  to  hunting,  and  we  are  to  be  fa- 
compile  a  list  of  files  of  such  vored  to-day  with  an  address  on 
newspapers  in  the  principal  libra-  the  equally  attractive  subject  of 
ries  of  the  country.  Out  of  this  the  pursuit  of  autographs;  but  I 
came,  third,  the  obvious  idea  that  may  say,  as  the  result  of  ten  or 
the  information  thus  obtained  fifteen  years'  research,  and  some 
would  be  useful  to  all  students  of  experience  also  in  the  other  lines 
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just  mentioned,  that  the  quest 
after  newspaper  files  is  quite  as 
interesting  as  either,  and  is  often 
rewarded  with  the  most  remark- 
able and  delightful  surprises. 

There  is  another  phase  of  this 
work  which  Mr.  Brigham  has 
not  dwelt  upon.  When  our  re- 
vered and  most  accomplished 
friend,  the  Hon.  Samuel  A. 
Green,  LL.D.,  sometime  presi- 
dent and  perennial  librarian  of 
the  Massachusetts  Historical  So- 
ciety, has  occasion  to  consult  the 
Boston  News  Letter  for  the  first 
four  years  of  its  existence,  he 
must  fain  journey  all  the  way  to 
the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
where  alone  are  to  be  found  the 
first  twro  hundred  and  eight  num- 
bers of  that  paper,  from  1  704  to 
I  708 ;  and  we  may  readily  con- 
jecture that  to  the  ordinary  human 
being  this  would  be  a  strong 
provocation  toward  violating  the 
tenth  commandment.  When  I 
was  compiling  a  list  of  Boston 
newspaper  files  and  their  where- 
abouts, I  met  with  a  reference 
to  the  Boston  Tablet,  published 
in  1794;  but  at  that  time  the 
Boston  Public  Library's  news- 
paper files  were  packed  away 
in  cases  at  Appleton,  pend- 
ing the  erection  of  the  mag- 
nificent new  library  building,  and 
I  was  obliged  to  apply  to  the 
Wisconsin  Historical  Society  for 
details  concerning  this  paper — 
to   the   mortification   of   the   en- 


lightened citizens  of  the  "Hub," 
and  to  the  extreme  delight  of  Dr. 
Thwaites,  who  was  pleased  be- 
yond measure  to  think  that  Wis- 
consin could  come  to  the  assist- 
ance of  Boston  in  contributing 
information  about  her  own  news- 
papers. Some  of  these  matters 
are  a  little  too  delicate  to  dwell 
upon. 

The  value  of  collections  of 
newspapers  seems  obvious,  and 
has  been  presented  very  strongly 
by  Mr.  Brigham.  Ever  since  be- 
ginning this  work,  I  have  had  let- 
ters from  historical  societies  all 
over  the  country,  asking  for  in- 
formation concerning  the  loca- 
tion of  newspapers  likely  to  shed 
light  upon  obscure  topics,  which 
could  be  illumined  in  no  other 
way. 

The  ideal  scheme  of  publish- 
ing the  fullest  information  con- 
cerning newspaper  files  would  be 
to  compile  and  print  detailed  lists 
of  every  issue  of  each  newspaper, 
and  of  the  location  of  these  several 
issues.  In  compiling  these  lists 
it  would  be  necessary  to  examine 
not  only  the  files  in  the  well- 
known  libraries,  but  to  institute 
a  house-to-house  or  garret-lo- 
garret  investigation. 

By  way  of  illustration  beyond 
the  published  results,  I  can  say 
for  New  Jersey,  that  there  is  ex- 
tant a  perfect  file  of  the  New 
Jersey  Gazette,  the  first  news- 
paper  printed   and  published  in 
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New  Jersey,  from  December, 
1  777,  to  July,  1  786,  being  the 
office  file  of  Isaac  Collins,  the 
publisher,  presented  by  him  to 
the  New  York  Historical  So- 
ciety. Then,  there  is  another 
complete  file  in  the  State  Library 
at  Trenton;  another  in  the  Libra« 
ry  of  Princeton  University;  and 
others  approximately  complete  in 
the  New  Jersey  Historical  Soci- 
ety, and  in  the  Lenox  Library  in 
New  York.  Where  such  perfect 
files  exist  it  would  be  a  simple 
matter  to  give  a  detailed  list  of 
all  the  issues,  by  numbers  and 
dates,  together  with  supplements, 
in  a  condensed  form,  and  then 
simply  state  that  complete  files 
are  to  be  found  in  such  and  such 
libraries,  and  that  other  files,  com- 
plete except  for  certain  specified 
numbers,  are  to  be  found  in 
other   libraries. 

When  we  come  to  a  file  of  any 
other  New  Jersey  newspapers 
prior  to  1801,  except  in  two  or 
three  cases,  I  do  not  know  where 
a  complete  series  of  issues  can 
be  found.  For  instance,  the 
New  Jersey  Journal,  begun  at 
Chatham,  in  1 779,  was  con- 
tinued there  until  1  783,  but  so 
far  as  I  know,  it  would  not  be 
possible  to  locate  all  the  numbers 
during  those  four  years.  The 
New  York  Historical  Society  has 
the  only  file  known  to  me  of  the 
first  year  or  two  of  the  paper. 
The  New  Jersey  Historical  So- 


ciety has  the  next  best  file.  A 
private  citizen  at  Cherry  galley. 
New  York,  has  something  like 
two  years'  issues,  which  are  not 
to  be  found  in  either  of  those 
libraries. 

Succeeding  the  New  Jersey 
Gazette,  there  appeared  at  Tren- 
ton in  1  787  a  small  newspaper, 
the  Trenton  Mercury,  of  which 
I  have  seen  fifteen  scattered  num- 
bers. The  only  issues  now  known 
to  me  are  in  the  State  Library  at 
Trenton. 

In  1790-1791  there  was  pub- 
lished at  Burlington  a  weekly 
newspaper,  the  Burlington  Ad- 
vertiser. There  is  a  complete 
file  in  the  Lenox  Library.  I  have 
never  seen  nor  heard  of  a  single 
number  outside  of  that  file. 

In  1 795-96  there  was  pub- 
lished at  Bridgeton  a  paper  called 
the  Argus.  Six  or  eight  numbers 
are  to  be  found  in  the  Harvard 
University  Library.  I  know  of 
no  others.  The  details  con- 
cerning these  numbers  have  been 
furnished  to  me  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Mr.  Lane,  the  librarian. 
I  having  preferred  to  take  his  de- 
scription rather  than  go  and  con- 
sult the  papers  themselves.  There 
is  an  obvious  inconsistency  in 
praying  not  to  be  led  into  temp- 
tation, and  then  deliberately 
placing  oneself  in  the  way  of  it. 

At  Newton,  in  Sussex  county, 
there  was  published  for  more  than 
two     years.     1796-1798,     the 
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Farmer's  Journal  and  Newton 
Advertiser,  but  only  a  single 
number  of  it  is  known  to  be  in 
existence.  I  obtained  a  frag- 
ment of  one  number  from  a  for- 
mer Jerseyman  in  South  Dakota. 

Of  the  first  newspaper  pub- 
lished at  Morristown,  in  1 784, 
not  even  the  name  has  been  pre- 
served. 

Some  time  ago  I  obtained 
from  a  lady  in  North  Carolina  a 
partial  file  of  the  first  paper  pub- 
lished at  Newark,  New  Jersey, 
and  I  am  told  that  there  is  an- 
other and  better  file  of  the  same 
paper  in  a  different  part  of  the 
same  state.  I  mention  these 
facts  to  show  that  the  search  for 
newspaper  files  should  never  be 
limited  to  the  state  in  which  they 
were  published.  Some  of  the 
early  printers  of  Massachusetts 
subsequently  turned  up  in  Ten- 
nessee or  Kentucky,  and  it  is 
quite  possible  that  they  carried 
with  them  files  of  their  New 
England  publications.  So,  we 
can  never  tell  where  there  may 
be  found  private  collections  of 
newspapers  of  large  extent  and 
great  value.  Many  years  since 
I  heard  of  an  old  gentleman  near 
my  town  (Paterson),  who  had 
the  completest  collection  of  local 
newspapers  extant,  extending 
over  a  period  of  forty  years  or 
more.  He  would  not  part  with 
them  under  any  consideration,  so 
I  had  to  wait  patiently  until  his 


death,  when  I  acquired  a  wagon 
load  of  his  newspaper  files.  Only 
four  or  five  years  ago  an  old  gen- 
tleman near  Morristown  died, 
leaving  a  collection  of  more  than 
four  thousand  miscellaneous  news- 
papers of  New  York,  New  Jer- 
sey, Pennsylvania,  Delaware, 
Maryland — all  piled  up  with  no 
method  of  arrangement.  Every 
time  he  laid  hold  of  a  newspaper 
he  kept  it.  He  was  a  good  man, 
a  very  good  man!  I  mean,  good 
in  his  way.  He  did  not  aim 
higher  than  to  keep  all  the  issues 
of  the  press.  There  are  un- 
doubtedly other  equally  estima- 
ble citizens,  and  there  are  other 
collections  of  that  same  kind 
lying  around  loose,  and  if  histor- 
indeed,  that  the  Bibliographical 
societies  and  libraries  can  only 
get  hold  of  them,  they  would 
form  an  invaluable  addition  to 
their  collections.  I  am  very  glad, 
indeed,  that  the  Bibliographical 
Society  of  America  has  evinced 
so  much  interest  in  this  subject, 
and  with  the  co-operation  of  its 
members,  I  trust  that  the  work 
will  be  carried  on  in  the  different 
states  much  more  effectively  than 
it  is  possible  for  a  single  indi- 
vidual to  do  for  the  whole 
country. 

Mr.  Paltsits:  In  the  Lenox 
Library  building  they  have  for 
some  years  made  an  attempt  to 
list  individual  numbers  and  indi- 
vidual supplements  in  each  yearly 
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volume.  These  lists  are  also 
supplied,  in  many  cases,  with  a 
record  of  files  in  the  New  York 
Society  Library,  the  New  York 
Historical  Society  and  the  Penn- 
sylvania Historical  Society,  which 
record  is  indicated  by  an  initial 
placed  in  the  margin  against  each 
issue's  number  and  date.  The 
general  policy,  concerning  Amer- 
ican colonial  newspapers,  has 
been  to  bind  them  well.  That 
is  to  say,  they  are  put  in  strong 
half-morocco  or  full  cloth  bind- 
ing. Each  leaf  of  a  paper  is 
mounted  on  a  stub,  and  each 
number  or  supplement  is  pro- 
tected by  interleaving  of  a 
thick  manilla  sheet,  somewhat 
larger    than    the    newspaper,    so 


that  in  turning  over  you  do  not 
touch  the  original  paper.  We 
have  spent  a  great  deal  of  time  in 
trying  to  determine  what  num- 
bers constitute  a  complete  year, 
which  is  a  very  difficult  thing  to 
ascertain,  because  their  issuance 
is  often  very  erratic.  To  this 
end  we  have  recourse  to  con- 
temporary almanacs,  by  which 
we  determine,  at  least  tentatively, 
the  lacking  issues  between  dates 
represented  by  our  files. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Richard- 
son it  was  voted,  that  a  special 
committee  be  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  question  of  the  de- 
scription of  files  of  early  Ameri- 
can newspapers  in  American 
hbraries. 


PLANS  FOR  A  UNION  CATALOGUE  OF  AMER- 
ICAN COLONIAL  LAWS 

Mr.  Theodore  Lee  Cole,  Washington,  D.  C. 

I  HAVE  no  paper,  and  I  fear  what  I  shall  say  will  turn  out 
to  be  very  different  from  what  the  printed  program  has 
led  you  to  expect.  I  have  not  even  a  report  of  progress,  for  I 
learn  from  a  letter  that  I  have  received  this  morning,  in  reply 
to  my  urgent  request,  from  the  chairman  of  the  only  commit- 
tee that  has  been  appointed  on  the  subject,  that  although 
appointed  last  September,  a  meeting  of  that  committee  has 
not  even  yet  been  held.  However,  our  efficient  Secretary 
seemed  to  think,  from  my  outline  to  him,  that  the  project  it- 
self, might  be  of  interest  to  this  meeting.  I  can  bring  it  before 
you  better  by  reading  the  correspondence  which  has  come 
into  my  hands  than  by  anything  I  can  say. 

It  first  came  to  my  attention  in  July  last  in  a  letter  from 
Prof.  Wigmore,  dean  of  the  Law  School  of  Northwestern 
University,  in  which  he  enclosed  a  copy  of  a  letter  which  he 
had  sent  to  several  persons,  and  the  copies  of  the  replies  he 
had  received.    (Reads  letter  and  answers.) 

It  will  be  seen  from  what  I  have  read  that  the  plan  which 
Mr.  Wigmore  had  in  mind  was  the  forming,  by  the  Associa- 
tion of  American  Law  Schools,  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation, and  American  Bibliographical  Society,  of  a  joint 
committee  of  thirty-nine  members,  three  in  each  colony,  of 
whom  one  should  be  a  professor  of  law,  one  a  professor  of 
history,  and  the  other  a  librarian,  and  his  letter  to  me,  which 
accompanied  these  letters,  requested  me  to  come  to  a  meet- 
ing of  the  Association  of  American  Law  Schools  at  St.  Paul, 
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prepared  to  suggest  a  plan  on  which  this  catalog  could  be 
made.  I  had  learned  something  of  the  plan  of  the  libraries  of 
Prussia  in  their  "Gesamt-Katalog,"  and  it  seemed  to  me  that 
this  plan,  with  some  modifications,  was  perhaps  the  best  one 
to  pursue  in  making  this  check  list.  I  went  to  St.  Paul,  having 
first  prepared  myself  further  by  getting  fuller  information  in 
regard  to  the  Prussian  plan,  and  submitted  that  plan  to  Dean 
Wigmore.  He  still  seemed  to  want  his  committee  of  thirty- 
nine,  and  I  believe  that  the  committee  of  five  appointed  by 
the  Association  of  American  Law  Schools  was  appointed  to 
secure  the  formation  of  that  committee  of  thirty-nine,  and  to 
secure  the  co-operation  of  the  other  two  societies  in  forming 
it.  The  chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  Law  Schools'  As- 
sociation is  Dean  Ames  of  the  Harvard  University  Law 
School,  and  there  are  four  other  members  of  the  committee, 
either  deans,  or  professors,  of  law.  As  I  stated  before,  noth- 
ing further  has  been  done  towards  carrying  out  this  plan,  and 
unless  you  yould  like  me  to  go  into  details,  I  will  not  do  so. 

The    President:    The    project  important.     I  think,  perhaps,  our 

is  hardly  in  shape  to  take  any  ac-  thirteen  members  would  accom- 

lion  upon  them?  plish    more    without    the    other 

Mr.  Cole:  Not  in  shape  so  twenty-six  than  with  them, 
far  as  this  proposed  committee  of  The  President:  How  com- 
thirty-nine  is  concerned.  The  plete  and  satisfactory  is  the  cata- 
letter  from  Dean  Ames  this  logue  of  the  Pennsylvania  His- 
morning  stated  that  a  meeting  of  torical  Society?  ("Catalogue  of 
his  committee  has  not  yet  been  the  Tower  Collection  of  Colo- 
called,  but  he  hoped  to  call  one  nial  Laws"), 
soon.  While  no  action  on  that  Mr.  Cole:  Very  complete.  It 
particular  plan  has  as  yet  been  is  a  full-title  bibliography  and 
had,  co-operation  with  the  other  contains  much  bibliographical  in- 
two  societies  on  that  plan,  seems  formation,  but  it  is  very  unsatis- 
to  me  entirely  within  the  prov-  factory  as  a  check  list.  There 
ince  of  this  society,  if  other  are  sometimes  only  three  titles  on 
things   are   not   considered   more  a  large  quarto  page. 
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The  Presiderxt:  The  real  ob- 
ject of  the  proposed  catalogue 
would  be  to  find  out  where  the 
material  could  be  had,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  copies? 

Mr.  Cole:  The  plan  which  I 
submitted  to  Dean  Wigmore  was 
that  for  each  colony  a  list  of  the 
laws  of  that  colony  should  be 
prepared  by  the  library  having 
the  largest  number  of  them. 
In  most  cases  this  library  would 
be  one  of  the  libraries  of 
the  colony  whose  list  it  was  to 
prepare,  but  in  some  cases  an 
outside  library  might  have  more 
of  these  laws  than  any  within  the 
colony,  but  wherever  the  library 
might  be,  that  library  would  pre- 
pare the  check  list;  it  would  then 
be  passed  around  to  all  other 
libraries  having  a  considerable 
number  of  the  laws  of  that  colony 
for  additions  and  corrections,  so 
that  in  the  end  we  would  have  a 
complete  list  of  Colonial  Session 
Laws,  as  they  exist  in  the  various 
libraries  of  the  country,  how 
many  copies  of  each,  and  where. 
That  plan  would,  of  course, 
need  a  central  committee  (and  I 
think  a  committee  of  this  society 
would  be  as  appropriate  as  any) 
to  make  the  selections  of  the 
libraries  to  prepare  the  lists,  to 
attend  to  the  passing  of  lists  from 
one  library  to  another,  and  to 
prepare  the  completed  lists  for 
publication. 

The   President:   There   again 


we  are  met  by  the  question  of 
expense. 

Mr.  Cole:  On  the  other  hand, 
the  central  bureau  might  prepare 
as  well  as  it  could  the  lists  of 
Sessions  Laws  and  Statutes  of 
each  colony;  then  start  them 
around  to  the  different  libraries, 
but  I  doubt  if  it  would  be  so  very 
expensive  to  prepare  the  first 
lists.  But  if  each  library  would 
prepare  a  list  for  one  colony, 
then,  of  course,  the  initial  ex- 
pense would  be  divided  among 
thirteen  libraries,  and  the  amount 
would  be  small  for  each.  But  if 
a  central  bureau  should  prepare 
all  the  lists  it  would  have  to  have 
some  little  money  for  clerical  aid 
and  editorial  supervision. 

The  President:  I  wonder  if 
this  isn't  an  occasion  where  we 
can  fall  back  on  the  Library  of 
Congress  to  do  the  necessary 
printing  and  furnish  the  co- 
operative aid  necessary  to  put  it 
into  print.  It  is  the  sort  of  thing 
that  the  Library  of  Congress  has 
shown  itself  willing  to  do.  I 
should  think  it  would  come  very 
well  within  the  scope  of  theii' 
work,  if  there  are  not  other 
things  of  more  importance.  Mr. 
Cole,  have  you  a  suggestion  to 
make  for  action  to  be  taken? 

Mr.  Cole:  I  think  none,  ex- 
cept on  the  lines  which  we  have 
taken  in  regard  to  other  matters, 
namely,  appointing  a  committee 
to   consider   the   subject  and   to 
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co-operate  with  other  societies. 

Mr.  Paltsits:  A  check  list  of 
the  votes  of  the  American  colo- 
nial assemblies  has  already  been 
printed  in  one  of  the  volumes  of 
the  American  Historical  Asso- 
ciation at  public  expense.  Such 
a  list  of  Acts,  referred  to  by  Mr. 
Cole,  could  be  published  also, 
no  doubt,  by  the  American  His- 
torical Association.  Many  of 
these  colonial  laws  do  not  ex- 
ist in  any  of  the  libraries  of  the 
United  States.  Some  of  the 
Session  Laws  are  extant  only  in 
the  Public  Record  Office  of  Lon- 
don. Would  not  such  a  work 
necessitate  the  making  of  a 
reasonably  consecutive  research 
in  the  Public  Record  Office  of 
London  and  the  British  Museum? 
The  real  difficulty  seems  to  be 
a  large  one.  Mr.  Cole  is  too 
optimistic  as  to  the  help  which 
will  be  received  from  librarians. 
In  the  state  of  New  York  there 
are  several  large  collections.  He 
has  already  referred  to  the  New 
York  Public  Library,  which  has 
not  yet  completed  its  catalogue 
of  colonial  laws,  although  some 
months  have  been  spent  upon  it. 
There  is  a  collection  in  the  State 
Library  at  Albany,  and  there  are 
smaller  collections  in  the  New 
York  Law  Institute  and  the  Bar 
Association  of  New  York.  1 
hope  there  is  no  representative 
here,  but  I  am  pretty  nearly 
right   when    I    say    that   anyone 


without  a  card  will  be  barred 
from  the  Bar  Association. 

I  simply  want  to  emphasize 
the  fact  that  I  don't  believe  a 
check  list  could  be  prepared  with 
the  co-operation  of  other  libra- 
ries without  a  good  deal  of 
"wire  pulling,"  and  to  ask  a  libra- 
rian who  is  a  member  of  this 
committee  of  three  to  visit  an- 
other library  during  the  time 
when  his  own  library  is  open, 
that  is,  from  nine  till  six,  cannot 
be  expected,  and  I  don't  think 
will  be.  For  each  colony,  as 
Mr.  Cole  suggests,  there  must 
be  a  preliminary  check  list,  be- 
cause the  title  and  headings  of 
the  acts  are  very  long-winded 
and  difficult  to  abbreviate.  I 
simply  suggest  these  things, 
which  have  been  encountered  in 
my  own  experience. 

Mr.  Cole:  There  is  no  diffi- 
culty from  publication;  the  dif- 
ficulty comes  in  making  the 
manuscript  for  publication.  If 
we  had  a  central  point  at  which 
to  start,  and  make  a  first  list  and 
then  send  that  to  the  various  li- 
braries, I  think  the  work  could 
be  speedily  accomplished.  It 
strikes  me  that  the  courteous 
thing  would  be  to  empower  our 
Council  to  take  action  looking 
toward  such  a  co-operation. 

Mr.  William  Nelson:  Mr. 
Cole  and  I  have  worked  to- 
gether on  this  matter  before.  A 
complete  list,  as  far  as  it  is  pos- 
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sible  to  make,  of  titles  of  all  the 
Session  Laws  of  New  Jersey,  has 
been  compiled  with  the  signa- 
tures and  all  the  details  in  which 
Mr.  Cole  so  much  delights,  and 
it  will  be  printed  if  it  is  not 
already  printed. 

Mr.  Cole:  I  think  the  material 
will  not  be  difficult  to  obtain  of 
all  the  colonies.  In  the  first 
place  we  have  a  collection  of  the 
New  Jersey  Colonial  Laws;  then 
we  have  Mr.  Bates*  very  ad- 
admirable  work  on  the  Connecti- 
cut Colonial  Laws,  and  of  all 
but  a  very  few  of  the  other  colo- 
nies there  is  also  something  ex- 
tant. I  have  also  a  commercial 
list   which   has   served   me   suffi- 


ciently well  for  commercial  pur- 
poses; also  by  the  use  of  biblio- 
graphical helps,  it  would  not  be 
such  a  great  labor  to  prepare  a 
fairly  complete  list  of  the  laws 
and  statutes  of  the  colonies. 

The  President:  The  actual 
compilation  of  such  a  list  is  too 
large  for  this  society,  but  I  should 
think  we  might  co-operate  with 
other  libraries  in  the  matter  of 
making  a  list  of  the  colonial  laws. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T.  L.  Cole, 
it  was  voted  that  a  special  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  a  union  catalogue 
of  American  colonial  laws,  and 
to  co-operate  with  other  societies 
interested.  Adjourned  at   1   p.m. 


SECOND  SESSION 


The  second  session  of  the  so- 
ciety was  held  in  the  John  Car- 
ter Brown  Library,  at  3  p.m.. 
President  Lane  in  the  chair. 

The  President:  The  subject 
before  us  this  afternoon  is  a 
broad  one,  and  its  discussion 
from  different  aspects  may  lead 
us  off  in  many  divergent  paths. 
I  wish  to  suggest  that  we  keep 
ourselves  for  the  present  within 
certain  limits,  and  that  we  omit 
the  discussion  of  points  not  lying 
within  the  field.  For  example, 
one  very  practical  and  very  im- 
portant point  to  be  considered  is. 


how  an  extensive  bibliography  of 
this  kind  can  be  supported  finan- 
cially and  carried  on  from  year 
to  year.  I  propose  that  we  do 
not  attempt  to  discuss  this  aspect 
of  the  subject  at  present,  but  that 
we  try  to  arrive  at  some  clear 
understanding  of  the  problem  in 
its  other  relations.  We  must  first 
discover  just  what  is  lacking  from 
the  bibliographical  field,  and 
what  we  want  to  undertake  to 
supply.  In  considering  an  inter- 
national catalogue  of  the  current 
literature  of  the  social  sciences, 
some  of  the  points  to  be  taken 
up  are  these:    We   must  know 
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what  bibliographical  records  of 
this  kind  already  exist,  and 
whether  or  not  they  are  satisfac- 
tory; how  far  they  cover  the 
ground;  what  gaps  remain  to  be 
filled;  and  whether  what  already 
exists  can  be  improved.  We 
must  consider  also  the  limits  of 
the  subject  and  the  kind  of  ma- 
terial to  be  included  in  the  de- 
sired record;  whether  the  record 
is  to  be  confined  to  publications 
in  English  or  not;  whether  it  is 
to  limit  itself  to  periodical  litera- 
ture, or  to  separately  published 
works,  or  is  to  include  both.  We 
ought  to  be  thinking  also  what 
form  of  publication  is  appropriate. 
It  is  evident  that  I  am  laying 


out  a  larger  programme  than  can 
be  properly  covered  in  a  couple 
of  hours,  but  with  the  repre- 
sentatives of  other  societies  who 
are  with  us  this  afternoon,  we 
will  get  as  far  as  we  can  with  the 
discussion  of  the  subject,  and 
then  make  provision,  if  it  seems 
worth  while,  for  further  discus- 
sion later.  From  its  very  nature, 
the  thing  cannot  be  put  through 
all  at  once;  it  requires  careful 
planning,  much  adjustment  of  de- 
tail, and  a  comparison  of  many 
different  views.  Mr.  Johnston, 
our  secretary,  is  to  outline  for  us 
the  character  of  the  other  under- 
takings of  this  kind  already  in 
existence. 


AN  INTERNATIONAL  CATALOGUE  OF  THE 

CURRENT  LITERATURE  OF  THE 

SOCIAL  SCIENCES 

By  W.  Dawson  Johnston 

1  N  considering  the  extension  of  the  International  Catalogue 
*  of  Literature  to  the  social  sciences,  one  must  study  not  only 
the  history  of  the  Catalogue,  but  the  nature  of  the  demand  for 
an  extension  of  it,  and  the  character  of  existing  records. 

Few  students  acquire  any  considerable  knowledge  of  for- 
eign bibliography;  none  master  it.  Reference  libraries  ex- 
pend more  energy  in  the  collecting  and  cataloguing  of  foreign 
books  than  in  the  collecting  and  cataloguing  of  domestic  pub- 
lications, and  with  inferior  results.     It  is  not  strange,  there- 
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fore,  that  with  the  development  of  the  historical  and  compara- 
tive methods  of  research,  with  the  broadening  of  scholarship, 
and  the  ever-increasing  multiplication  of  books,  the  desira- 
bility of  more  systematic  records  of  literature  should  be  felt, 
and  that  a  division  of  the  labor  of  recording  literature  should 
take  place. 

As  far  as  the  social  sciences  are  concerned  this  demand  is 
first  of  all  a  practical  one.  All  social  questions  are  public 
questions.  Everyone  is  interested  in  the  current  literature  of 
these  subjects  and  in  adequate  records  of  it — the  statesman, 
the  student,  the  journalist,  and  the  club-woman.  The  litera- 
ture of  practical  economics  is  the  life  of  trade,  as  the  advertiser 
has  shown,  and  the  literature  of  practical  politics  and  prac- 
tical sociology  are  the  life  of  political  and  social  reform,  as  the 
propagandist  has  demonstrated;  and  the  importance  of  rec- 
ords of  this  literature  is  proportionately  great. 

This  demand  has  two  aspects  ( 1 )  that  this  record  shall  be 
comprehensive,  and  (2)  that  it  shall  be  up  to  date.  In  order 
to  arrive  at  practical  solutions  of  social  questions  they  must 
be  envisaged  from  every  point  of  view.  The  economist  may 
study  any  question  from  an  economic  point  of  view  merely; 
the  lavsryer  from  a  legal  point  of  view,  and  so  on ;  but  the  citi- 
zen and  statesman  must  look  at  it  from  every  side,  and  in  all 
its  bearings.  While  in  the  ordinary  bibliography,  therefore, 
one  will  find  but  one  or  two  classes  of  literature  exploited ;  in 
our  most  useful  bibliographies  references  from  a  great  variety 
of  sources  are  brought  together.  In  a  list  on  the  housing 
question,  for  example,  one  will  find  references  to  legal  litera- 
ture, economic  literature,  and  engineering  literature.  In  the 
Library  of  Congress  list  on  employer's  liability,  six  insurance 
periodicals  are  referred  to,  six  legal  periodicals,  six  economic, 
two  industrial  and  financial,  and  two  sociological,  and  in 
Professor  Brooks*  Bibliography  of  municipal  affairs  there  are 
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references  to  forty-six  economic,  social,  educational,  political 
and  legal  periodicals ;  3 1  technical,  engineering  and  electrical 
periodicals,  12  architectural,  6  medical,  5  historical,  3  trans- 
portation, and  2  religious  periodicals,  1 7 1  in  all.  And  not 
only  must  every  class  of  literature  be  drawn  upon  in  the  in- 
terest of  every  other  class,  but  the  latest  literature — and  that 
is  on  the  whole  the  best — must  be  recorded. 

These  are  practical  considerations — the  general  interest  in 
a  record  of  the  literature  of  the  social  sciences,  the  demand 
that  it  be  comprehensive  in  character,  and  that  it  include  cur- 
rent literature  first  of  all;  but  the  scientific  demand — that  is, 
the  demand  of  scientists  in  the  interests  of  science — for  an 
adequate  record  of  current  literature,  must  also  be  considered. 
Dr.  Bryce,  in  his  presidential  address  before  the  Sociological 
Society  of  London,  called  attention  to  the  fact  that  there  does 
not  exist  that  intimate  relation  between  the  social  sciences 
which  for  the  benefit  of  all  ought  to  exist.  Professor  Durk- 
heim  also  recently  deplored  the  tendency  toward  isolation  of 
the  social  sciences  one  from  another.  **On  the  adequacy  of 
the  organization  of  the  extant  body  of  knowledge,"  he  ob- 
serves, "depends  the  effective  co-operation  of  the  different 
groups  of  specialists."  And  Professor  Langlois  has  given 
point  to  these  remarks  by  saying  "The  progress  of  history" — 
and  by  history  he  means  the  historical  method  common  to  all 
the  social  sciences — "depends  in  great  measure  on  the  progress 
of  the  general  catalogue  of  historical  documents." 

These  exhortations  gain  force  if  considered  in  the  light  of 
the  history  of  the  social  sciences.  Roscher,  the  founder  of 
the  historical  school  of  Political  Economy,  did  not  separate 
the  study  of  economic  facts  from  that  of  juridical  facts  in  par- 
ticular, or  from  social  facts  in  general.  Herman  Post  showed 
the  relation  between  ethnography  and  law  in  establishing  a 
school  of  ethnographic  jurisprudence;  Max  MuUer  demon- 
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strated  the  connection  between  comparative  philology  and 
comparative  religion,  and  how  intimately  related  juridical  and 
moral  science  are,  criminology  and  law,  psychology  and  edu- 
cation, social  psychology  and  literature,  literature  and  folk- 
lore, and  how  closely  connected  history  and  statistics  with 
each  of  the  social  sciences  is  matter  of  common  observation. 

Existing  Bibliographies.     Trade  Lists 

Attempts  have  been  made  to  satisfy  this  demand  for  a 
record  of  the  current  literature  of  the  social  sciences  in  four 
ways:  (1)  in  booksellers*  lists,  (2)  in  scientific  periodicals, 
(3)  in  publications  of  scientific  societies,  and  (4)  in  publica- 
tions of  international  institutes.  The  best  known  booksellers' 
lists  are  the  "Bibliotheca  theologica,"  the  **Bibliotheca  his- 
torica,"  the  "Bibliotheca  geographica,"  the  "Bibliotheca  phil- 
ologica'*  and  the  "Allgemeine  bibliographic  der  staats-und 
rechtswissenschaften.'*  These  trade  lists  have,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  a  fugitive  existence,  and  none  of  them,  I  be- 
lieve, except  the  last,  are  any  longer  issued.  They  were  of 
value  mainly  as  advertisements  of  new  books  for  sale.* 

In  Scientific  Periodicals 

The  Jahresberichte,  Centralblatter,  and  bibliographies  in- 
augurated by  scientific  periodicals  form  a  second  class  of 
records  of  current  literature.  The  former  class  records  for  the 
most  part  only  publications  for  sale;  this  class  of  records,  on 
the  other  hand,  includes  only  publications  sent  to  the  editor 

*  Among  special  publications  of  this  class  may  be  mentioned  the  publications 
of  Georges  Roustan — his  Repertoire  du  Journal  Offtciel  de  la  Republique 
Frangaise,  Paris,  1897, — ^monthly,  containing  a  chronological  table  of  the 
Journal  Offtciel,  a  list  of  the  parliamentary  documents  appended  to  the  Journal 
Officiel,  and  an  alphabetical  index  to  all  documents  published  in  the  Journal 
Officiel,  etc.;  also  the  lists  of  parliamentary  and  ministerial  documents  in  his 
Annuaire  du  Parlemeni,  supplementing  his  Catalogue  general  de  la  "Librairie 
des  publications  officielles"  1902. 
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of  the  work,  or  his  correspondents.  They  are,  therefore,  far 
from  complete,  and  are  usually  the  product  of  the  enthusiasm 
of  the  editor  or  compiler,  who  is  too  frequently  an  amateur  or 
apprentice  in  bibliographical  learning.  At  the  same  time 
they  are  more  complete  than  the  trade  records  above  referred 
to,  and  better  aranged  for  the  use  of  scientists,  and  some  of 
them,  like  the  Repertoire  methodique  du  Moyen  age  fran- 
gaise,  published  in  Le  Moyen  age  in  1 894-95,  are  models  of 
bibliographical  composition. 

Two  tendencies  are  to  be  noted  in  the  history  of  this  class 
of  bibliographies;  first,  to  make  the  bibliography  a  separate 
publication,  and  second,  to  secure  for  it  the  patronage  of  a 
scientific  society.  As  long  as  bibliographical  entries  remain 
a  part  of  the  news  notes  of  a  periodical,  they  have  the  value 
of  announcements  merely,  but  with  their  separation  from  the 
body  of  the  periodical  their  usefulness  for  reference  purposes 
increases  at  once.  In  Europccin  practice  the  bibliographical 
supplement  is  separately  paged ;  this  allows  it  to  be  separately 
bound,  and  facilitates  its  use.  In  Le  Moyen  age  bi-month- 
ly, this  supplement  accompanies  each  number,  the  entries  are 
given  successive  numbers,^  and  there  is  an  annual  subject 
index.  The  Revue  d'Economie  politique,  monthly,  pub- 
lishes a  Bulletin  bibliographique  trimestriel.  ^  Appearing  as 
this  does  in  fewer  parts,  and  each  part  being  classified,  no 
index  is  thought  necessary. 

The  Zeitschrift  der  Gesellschaft  fur  Erd^unde,  Berlin,  bi- 
monthly, devoted  the  last  number  of  each  year  to  a  record  of 
current  geographical  literature.  This  number  did  not  have 
a  separate  paging,  unfortunately,  until  1891,  when  it  was 
made  a  separa^^e  publication  of  the  society,  with  the  title 
Bibliotheca  geographica. 

*  This  bibliography  is  not  continuously  paged,  and  is  printed  on  one  side  of 
the  sheet  only,  it  being  intended  for  use  in  title  slip  catalogues  primarily. 
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In  Publications  of  Scientific  Societies 

The  most  successful  of  these  bibliographies  published  in  or 
with  scientific  periodicals,  have  been  those  like  the  Biblio- 
graphica  geographica,  for  example,  which  have  received 
the  patronage  of  a  scientific  society  in  the  form  of  either  finan- 
cial or  scientific  aid.  This  is  true  also  of  the  Repertoire  metho- 
dique  de  Vhistoire  moderne  de  la  France,  inaugurated  by 
the  Revue  d'histoire  moderne^  but  in  1 902  transferred  to  the 
Societe  d*Histoire  Moderne.  And  another  eminently  success- 
ful undertaking,  the  Orientalische  bibliographie,  has  for  a 
number  of  years  received  subventions  from  the  Deutsche 
Morgenlandische  Gesellschaft,  the  K.  Bayerische  Akademie 
der  Wissenschaften,  the  India  Office,  and  the  American  Ori- 
ental Society. 

In  the  United  States  bibliographies  of  the  current  literature 
of  the  social  sciences,  published  in  scientific  journals  have,  as 
a  rule,  been  nothing  more  than  lists  of  books  received.  But 
the  scientific  societies  here,  as  in  Europe,  are  one  after  the 
other,  interesting  themselves  in  this  question.  An  annual  list 
of  archaeological  books,  prepared  by  Professor  H.  N. 
Fowler,  was  inaugurated  in  the  American  Journal  of  Archae- 
ology, the  organ  of  the  American  Institute  of  Archaeology,  in 
1897.  In  1898  the  American  Historical  Association  insti- 
tuted a  committee  on  bibliography,  which  at  the  next  annual 
meeting  proposed  an  index  to  historical  articles  printed  in 
serials  not  indexed  in  "Poole."  Through  the  activity  of  Dr. 
Richardson  and  the  Carnegie  Institution  this  plan  has  since 
been  realized.  At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Political 
Science  Association,  section  on  comparative  legislation,  De- 
cember 28,  1 905,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Robert  Whitten,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  the  chairman  on  the  bibliography  of 
legislation,  consisting  of  Mr.  A.  P.  C.  Griffin,  Professor 
Robert   Brooks,    Dr.    Charles   MacCarthy,    Mr.    Vladimir 
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Simkhovitch,  Dr.  Robert  Whitten,  and  at  a  meeting  of  the 
Modem  Language  Association  of  America.  December  29, 
1902,  on  motion  of  Professor  F.  N.  Scott,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  prepare  a  bibliography  of  modem  language 
philology  for  1901  or  1902,  and  $250  was  appropriated 
for  that  purpose,  the  plan  being  to  continue  the  work  as  an 
annual  record. 

In  Publications  of  International  Institutes 

The  fourth  method  of  securing  a  record  of  current  litera- 
ture is  by  the  establishment  of  intemational  institutes.  The 
fact  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  local  society  to  make  a  com- 
plete record  of  literature,  the  manifest  unfaimess  of  asking 
any  one  society  to  undertake  more  than  its  share  of  such  work, 
the  success  of  the  International  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Liter- 
ature have  led  to  several  attempts,  intemational  in  name  if  not 
in  character,  to  furnish  records  of  the  current  literature  of  the 
social  sciences. 

The  first  of  these  was  made  by  the  Institut  International 
de  Bibliographic,  Brussels.  This  institute  organized  in  1895, 
receives  an  annual  subvention  from  the  Belgian  govemment 
of  30,000  francs.  Its  objects  are  ( 1 )  the  gradual  formation 
at  the  central  office  of  a  retrospective  bibliography  called  the 
Repertoire  bibliographique  universel,  and  (2)  the  publication 
of  a  series  of  annual  bibliographies  under  the  general  title 
Bibliographia  universalis,  devoted  entirely  to  current  publica- 
tions, and  each  confined  to  a  separate  subject.  A  number  of 
these  special  annual  publications  have  been  established  by  the 
institute,  or  transformed  at  its  suggestion  to  accord  with  its 
plans  for  a  uniform  classification  of  literature  according  to  the 
decimal  scheme. 

Among  these  we  may  note  the  Bihliographie  de  Belgique, 
published  under  the  auspices  of  the  Ministere  de  Tlnterieur  et 
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de  rinstruction  publique,  and  the  Cercle  beige  de  la  Librarie 
et  de  rimprimerie,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  Office  inter- 
national de  Bibliographic;  the  Sommaire  ideologique  des 
Ouvrages  at  des  Revues  de  Philosophic,  published  quarterly  as 
a  supplement  to  the  Revue  neo-scolasiique  by  the  Societe 
Philosophique  de  Louvain,  and  described  among  the  works 
edited  or  patronized  by  the  Brussels  Institute  as  the  Bihlio- 
graphia  philosophica  universalis.  The  history  of  the  Biblio- 
graphia  economica  universalis  is  also  interesting.  In  1900, 
upon  the  initiative  of  Prof.  Jules  Mandello,  one  of  the  editors 
of  Kdzgazdasdgi  Szemle,  the  organ  of  the  Hungarian  So- 
ciety of  Political  Economy,  a  monthly  list  of  works  on  political 
economy,  was  prepared  by  Dr.  Ervin  Szabo  and  appended  to 
the  journal.  Beginning  in  1 902  the  work  was  cumulated  in  an 
annual  volume,  and  published  as  a  part  of  the  Bihliographia 
universalis.  The  compilation  being  made  in  Budapest,  the 
work  was  especially  strong  in  Hungarian  literature.  In  1 905, 
however.  Professor  Mandello  transferred  his  interests  to  the 
new  Berlin  Institution,  hereafter  described,  and  the  continua- 
tion of  the  Bihliographia  economica  universalis  was  provided 
for  by  the  Revue  economique  Internationale. 

The  distinctive  characteristic  of  these  works  is  the  arrange- 
ment according  to  the  decimal  system  of  classification.  This 
is  supposed  to  render  unnecessary  the  addition  of  a  subject 
index.  They  are  usually  printed  on  one  side  only  (sometimes 
in  two  editions,  one  on  thick  paper,  the  other  on  thin),  to 
allow  clipping  and  mounting  on  cards  for  use  in  catalogues  or 
lists;  and  beginning  in  1906  an  edition  of  the  Bibliographic 
de  Belgique  was  to  be  printed  upon  cards.  In  fine,  the  Brus- 
sels Institute  has  established  a  service  for  libraries,  particularly 
libraries  employing  the  decimal  system  of  classification;  the 
interests  of  students  have  been  secondary. 

The  Berlin  Institute  above  referred  to,  the  Internationales 
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Institut  fur  Sozialbibliographie,  was  established  in  August 
1905.  Its  income  is  derived  from  membership  fees;  the  an- 
nual fee  is  25  marks.  It  is  governed  by  a  board  of  directors 
and  an  executive  committee,  assisted  by  a  committee  of  ex- 
pert advisers  and  a  staff  of  regular  scientific  correspondents  in 
Berlin,  Frankfort,  Bremen,  London,  Paris,  Rome,  Brussels, 
Amsterdam,  the  Balkan  States,  Hungary,  Poland,  and  the 
United  States.  Editors  of  journals  in  return  for  material  sent 
to  the  office  of  the  Institute,  it  is  suggested,  may  receive  in 
return  reprints  of  those  parts  of  the  entire  bibliography  in 
which  they  are  chiefly  interested  for  issue  with  their  own 
journals.  In  this  way  conceivably  editors  of  American  jour- 
nals might  secure  in  return  for  a  record  of  American  works, 
complete  bibliographies  of  the  current  literature  of  economics, 
politics,  and  so  forth,  for  issue  to  their  subscribers. 

Its  aim  is  the  publication  of  a  record  of  the  current  litera- 
ture of  the  social  sciences,  monthly  in  Kritische  Blatter,  the 
organ  of  the  Institute,  in  the  Hungarian  journal  of  Political 
Economy,  edited  by  Professor  Mandello,  above  referred  to,* 
and  in  such  other  foreign  journals  as  may  be  agreed  upon; 
and  annually  in  a  Bibliographisches  Jahrbuch.  It  also  plans 
to  issue  bibliographical  monographs  on  special  subjects,  cov- 
ering as  a  rule  the  literature  of  the  last  ten  years — a  bibliog- 
raphy of  bibliographies  of  social  science,  bibliographies  of 
trusts,  of  joint  stock  companies,  of  finance,  of  municipal  af- 
fairs, of  the  woman  question,  and  so  forth ;  indexes  to  speeches 
on  social  subjects  in  the  parliaments  of  various  countries,  be- 
ginning vnth  Germany;  a  list  of  periodicals  and  newspapers 
on  the  social  sciences  and  allied  subjects,  systematically 
arranged ;  a  guide  to  collections  relating  to  the  social  sciences 
to  be  found  in  public  libraries;  a  directory  of  all  institutes, 

•The  sections  law  and  political  economy  are  issued  also  as  a  supplement  to 
Blatter  fiir  vergleichende  rechtamiasenschafi." 
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associations,  libraries,  bureaus,  publishers,  and  so  forth,  deal- 
ing with  the  social  sciences.  In  addition  to  its  work  of  pub- 
lication it  expects  to  establish  a  lending  library  consisting  of 
government  documents,  especially  those  of  a  statistical  nature, 
a  collection  of  library  catalogues  for  reference  use,  and  an  in- 
formation bureau. 

Constituted  in  this  way  the  Institute  is  not  able  to  devote 
itself  to  the  advancement  of  any  theory  of  library  organiza- 
tion, but  is  obliged  to  recognize  the  more  fundamental  needs 
of  bibliographical  organization,  the  needs  not  only  of  the  libra- 
rian, but  of  the  student  at  large,  the  publicist,  and  citizen.  In 
this  respect  it  has  a  great  advantage  over  the  Brussels  Insti- 
tute, but  both  alike  fall  short  of  what  is  desirable  in  co- 
ordinating the  bibliographical  work  of  the  several  social  sci- 
ences in  the  several  countries  interested.  This  is  evidenced 
by  continued  efforts  both  international  and  local  to  secure  a 
more  adequate  record  of  current  literature. 

Among  these  may  be  mentioned  the  appointment  by  the 
International  Historical  Congress,  at  Rome  in  1903,  of  a 
committee  to  make  the  necessary  investigations  preparatory 
to  the  elaboration  of  an  international  bibliography  of 
history,*  the  adoption  of  a  memorial  by  the  congress 
at  Mons  in  September,  1905,  providing  for  the  organ- 
ization of  an  international  bureau  of  ethnography,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  should  be  the  compilation  of  a  bibliography 
of  ethnography,  the  publication  of  the  current  part  of  the 
work,  and  the  communication  of  the  results  of  the  anterior 
part;  the  passage  of  resolutions  by  the  Congres  international 
d* expansion  economique  mondiale,  at  Mons,  September  24- 
28,  1905,  urging  the  establishment  of  an  international  ser- 
vice having  for  its  object  the  organization  of  documentation  in 

•Cf.  Rafael  Altamira,  Espana  y  el  proyecto  de  "Bibliografia  hislorica  in- 
ternacional,"  in  Revisia  de  archivos,  8:146-53,  Feb.-March,    1904. 


Current  Literature  of  the  Social  Sciences  \  87 

matters  economic,  industrial,  commercial,  legal,  and  social,  as 
well  as  in  the  allied  branches',  and  the  recommendation  of  the 
Congres  pour  Textension  et  la  culture  de  la  langue  frangaise, 
Liege,  Sept.  13,  1905,  that  an  international  commission  be 
created  to  study  means  of  securing  the  unification  of  bibliog- 
raphy in  the  field  of  French  philology  and  literary  history.^ 


Characteristics  of  these  Records 

These  continued  attempts  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  a 
record  of  the  current  literature  of  the  social  sciences  by  book- 
sellers' lists,  by  scientific  periodicals,  by  scientific  societies, 
and  by  international  institutes  and  associations  are  all  evi- 
dence of  the  inadequacy  of  existing  records.  Wherein  they 
are  inadequate,  and  how  they  may  be  improved,  it  is  our 
business  this  afternoon  to  consider. 

In  the  first  place,  as  to  the  scope  of  these  records.  The 
Bihliographie  der  sozial-wissenschaften  includes  German, 
French,  English,  Italian,  Spanish,  Dutch  and  Hungarian 
works,  as  well  as  works  published  in  Russia,  Scandinavia, 
the  Balkan  States  and  Turkey.  The  Bibliographia  Econom- 
ica  Universalis  includes  only  French,  German,  English, 
Italian  and  Hungarian  works,  and  the  British  Academy  pro- 
poses to  register  only  English  works.  Is  not  the  more  com- 
prehensive plan  the  better?  The  importance  of  foreign  pub- 
lications in  all  the  speculative  sciences  is  clear;  in  the  descrip- 
tive sciences  it  is  equally  great,  and  even  in  history  it  is  con- 
siderable. The  editors  of  the  Repertoire  methodique  de 
Vhistoire  moderne  de  la  France  include  among  the  six  hun- 

1  Paul  Otlet,  L'orsanization  ralionnelle  de  I'mformation  et  de  la  documenta- 
tion en  matiere  economique,  In  Bull,  de  Vlnstitut  international  de  bihliographie, 
1905.  p.  5-48. 

2  Bibliographic  de  la  litterature  et  la  philologie  romanes,  in  Bull,  de  Vlnstitul 
international  de  bihliographie,  1905,  p.  177-182. 
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dred  and  fifty  periodicals  examined  by  them  about  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  foreign  ones. 

But  while  the  comprehensive  plan  approves  itself  on  scien- 
tific grounds,  the  suggestion  that  English  works  should  be 
recorded  in  English  territory,  French  works  in  France,  and 
so  on,  approves  itself  on  practical  grounds.  This  is  illustrated 
by  the  Repertoire  de  Vhistoire  moderne  de  la  France,  which 
though  it  embraces  one  hundred  and  fifty  foreign  periodicals 
in  its  examination,  includes  only  two  American,  and  those 
not  our  most  important  contributions  to  the  history  of  French 
culture.  At  the  same  time  it  is  superior  to  the  German  Zeit- 
schrift  fiir  Romanische  Philologie,  ^ibliographie  as  a  record 
of  the  history  of  French  literature.  Its  failure  as  a  record  of 
foreign  works,  its  superiority  to  foreign  bibliographies  as  a 
record  of  French  works  are  easily  explained  by  the  difficulty 
of  securing  current  foreign  publications.  Whether,  then,  we 
are  seeking  a  more  complete  record  of  foreign  literature  relat- 
ing to  political  science,  or  the  labor  question,  or  other  general 
question,  or  simply  a  record  of  literature  relating  to  the  United 
States  or  other  country,  both  international  co-operation  and 
national  activity  seem  desirable,  or,  in  other  words,  the  inter- 
national organization  of  bibliography  upon  the  regional  plan. 
Comprehensiveness  of  record  as  regards  the  literature  of  the 
principal  countries  of  the  world  is  thus  not  only  desirable  but 
possible. 

What  should  be  their  scope  as  regards  forms  of  literature, 
government  documents,  institutional  reports,  works  of  vulgar- 
ization, pamphlets,  news  items,  etc.  ?  One  of  the  best  of  the 
bibliographies  under  consideration,  the  ^ibliographie  der 
sozial-wissenschqften,  analyzes  among  United  States  docu- 
ments only  the  bulletins  of  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Labor  and  of  the  Massachusetts  and  New  York  bureaus  of 
labor;  among  university  series  it  includes  only  the  Johns  Hop- 
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kins  University  Studies,  the  University  of  Iowa  Studies,  and 
the  University  of  Wisconsin  bulletin;  among  publications  of 
local  societies  only  those  of  the  Michigan  Political  Science 
Association;  and  no  institutional  reports.  This  is  probably 
due  to  inability  to  secure  these  classes  of  publication  for  ex- 
amination— it  professes  to  index  regularly  only  such  peri- 
odicals as  are  sent  to  the  editor  or  one  of  his  correspondents. 

But,  as  a  matter  of  policy,  it  excludes  compilations  which 
consist  merely  of  extracts  from  original  works  or  are  written 
solely  for  the  purpose  of  propaganda,  publications  the  brev- 
ity of  which  deprive  them  of  scientific  value — three  pages  or 
columns  being  the  minimum.  It  also  excludes  mere  reviews. 
How  far  is  this  policy  to  be  followed?  In  other  words,  to 
what  extent  is  completeness  of  record  desirable? 

In  examining  the  scope  of  current  bibliographical  records, 
one  is  struck  not  only  by  their  lack  of  comprehensiveness  and 
completeness,  but  by  the  frequency  with  which  they  dupli- 
cate each  other  unnecessarily.  There  is  not  only  the  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  labor  question,  published  in  the  bulletin  of  the 
Internationales  Arbeitsamt,  but  also  that  issued  as  a  supple- 
ment to  the  Arheiterfreund,  and  those  contained  in  the  more 
comprehensive  records  published  by  the  Berlin  and  Brussels 
institutes.  There  is  a  bibliography  of  psychology  in  VAnnee 
psychologique,  in  the  Psychological  index,  in  the  Index  philo- 
sophique,  and  the  International  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Liter- 
ature as  well. 

There  is  also  unnecessary  overlapping  of  bibliographies. 
The  Zeitschrift  fiir  romanische  Philologie,  ^ihliographie  in- 
cludes not  only  the  history  of  grammar,  lexicography,  and 
literature  in  Italy,  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal,  but  also  gen- 
eral history  and  culture  history,  including  the  history  of  the 
church,  education,  science,  art,  and  writing ;  the  Orientalische 
^ibliographie  includes  not  only  the  history  of  Asiatic,  Afri- 
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can,  and  Oceanic  peoples,  but  also  the  anthropology,  lan- 
guage and  literature,  and  religion;  and  the  Repertoire  de 
Vhistoire  moderne  de  la  France,  includes  not  only  national 
history,  but  also  the  history  of  science,  literature  and  art.  In- 
deed, of  the  6,000  entries  in  this  work,  1,000,  or  at  most 
2,000  belong  to  national  history,  the  rest  relate  to  other 
subjects. 

Besides  this  duplication  and  overlapping  in  bibliographical 
publications,  there  is  equally  unnecessary  duplication  of  work 
in  the  compilation  of  these  records.  The  compiler  of  each  of 
the  four  German  records  of  the  current  literature  of  social 
politics  [The  Bibliographie  der  sozial-wissenschaften,  the 
Bibliographie  der  sozialh^giene  und  demographie,  the  Bib- 
liographie der  arbeiterfrage,  and  the  Bulletin  der  Inter- 
nationalen  Arbeitsamts]  in  turn  examines  and  analyzes  the 
Annals  of  the  American  Academy  of  Political  and  Social 
Science,  the  Political  Science  Quarterly,  the  Quarterly)  Jour- 
nal of  Economics,  and  the  bulletin  of  the  United  States  Bu- 
reau of  Labor,  and  all  but  one  of  them  records  in  the  same 
way  the  contents  of  the  Yale  Review,  the  American  Journal 
of  Sociology,  the  Journal  of  Political  Economy,  and  the  bulle- 
tins of  the  New  York  and  Massachusetts  bureaus  of  labor, 
and  there  is  an  even  greater  waste  of  effort  in  their  analysis 
of  European  periodicals. 

In  the  discussion  of  this  question  of  the  scope  of  these  bib- 
liographical records,  we  have  considered  how  far  compre- 
hensiveness is  possible,  and  have  asked  how  far  it  is  desirable; 
and  we  have  pointed  out  the  present  waste  of  effort  in  dupli- 
cating records  of  this  class.  We  have  confined  our  attention 
to  the  question  of  compilation,  to  the  problem  of  the  organiza- 
tion of  bibliographical  activity  with  a  view  to  greater  econ- 
omy and  better  results.  But  we  cannot  leave  the  subject 
without  referring  to  two  other  aspects  of  the  question,  the 
economy  which  might  be  effected  by  a  reorganization  of  bib- 
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liographical  research  in  the  interest  of  the  buyer  and  in  the 
interest  of  the  users  of  bibliographical  records.  All  this  dupli- 
cation and  overlapping  of  bibliographical  publications  involves 
just  that  much  duplication  of  expenditure  on  the  part  of  buy- 
ers, and  just  that  much  duplication  of  research  on  the  part 
of  users. 

Problems  of  Classification 

The  second  great  scientific  problem  in  the  organization  of 
this  work,  is  that  of  classification.  These  problems  of  classi- 
fication arise  from  the  fact  that  the  same  institution  or  phe- 
nomena may  be  examined  from  different  standpoints,  the  sub- 
ject may  be  investigated  by  different  methods,  or  the  results 
of  the  study  may  be  presented  in  different  forms.  Now,  shall 
the  literature  relating  to  a  given  period,  place,  or  institution 
be  classed  together  under  such  sub-heads  as  theory,  policy, 
etc.,  or  shall  theoretical  works  be  separated  as  a  body  from 
practical  works?  The  Notes  critiques,  sciences  sociales  is 
classified  as  follows :  Section  1 ,  Theoretical  works,  (a)  gen- 
eral sociology;  (b)  ethnography,  folklore;  (c)  comparative 
religion;  (d)  jurisprudence;  (e)  political  economy.  Section 
2,  Practical  works,  (a)  moral  and  religious  questions;  (b) 
political  and  social  questions;   (c)  socialism.* 

The  Bibliographic  der  sozialwissenschaften  is  arranged  upon 
the  following  principles :  Whenever  theory  is  well  developed, 
as  in  economic  and  political  science,  it  has  seemed  advisable 
to  separate  the  science  from  the  art,  theory  from  politics. 
With  other  less  well  developed  subjects,  like  finance,  demog- 
raphy, and  jurisprudence,  the  science  and  the  art  have  been 
left  together.  Socialistic  literature  is  not  separated  from  other 
literature,  on  the  ground  that  it  should  be  treated  like  every 
other  theory.  The  main  chapter  heads  are  General  Soci- 
ology, Special  Sociology,  Theoretical  Social  Economy, 
Practical  Social  Economy,  Social  Politics,  Social  History, 

*Sur  le  plan  des  Notes  critiques.    Francois  Simiand,  in  Notes  critiques,  4:  1-4. 
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and  so  forth.  This  classification  is  better  than  that  by  lan- 
guage followed  in  Muhlbrecht*s  well  known  work,  but  might 
it  not  be  better  still  if  it  were  based  less  upon  a  theory  of  the 
subject  and  more  upon  the  use  of  the  literature  of  the  subject. 
I  raise  these  questions  of  classification  because  they  cannot  be 
solved  by  any  individual;  their  solution  must  represent  the 
consensus  of  opinion  of  students  of  all  the  social  sciences. 

I  cannot  now  discuss  these  questions  at  greater  length,  or 
raise  other  questions,  but  these  considerations  will  be  sufficient, 
perhaps,  to  show  that  the  problems  presented  by  the  index- 
ing of  the  current  literature  of  the  social  sciences  cannot  be 
answered  by  any  one  individual  alone,  or  by  any  one  science 
independently  of  others,  or  by  any  one  nationality.  Whether 
we  consider  what  has  been  done  to  solve  these  problems,  or 
whether  we  consider  the  nature  of  the  record  desired,  the 
suggestion  that  it  should  be  made  upon  the  plan  of  the  Inter- 
national Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature,  and  so  far  as  possi- 
ble by  means  of  the  same  organization,  approves  itself  as  wise 
and  seasonable. 

American  interest  in  these  questions  is  great.  The  United 
States  is,  next  to  Russia,  the  leading  patron  of  the  Interna- 
tional Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature,  and  since  social 
questions  are  of  supreme  interest  in  a  democratic  community, 
it  would,  I  am  convinced,  patronize  even  more  liberally  an 
extension  of  the  catalogue  to  the  social  sciences. 

The  president  read  the  follow-  A.   R.   Murray,  Dr.   E.   Caird, 

ing   letter  from   Professor   Percy  Professors     Driver,     Firth     and 

Gardner,  dated  Oxford,  Decern-  Gardner,    and    Dr.    Kenyon    of 

ber  I,   1906,  relative  to  the  In-  the  British  Museum,  to  consider 

dex  of  works  relating  to  history,  the  possibility  of  such  an  index, 
philosophy,    and    philology    pro-  "The   committee   held  a   few 

jected  by  the  British  Academy,  meetings,  and  agreed  upon  a  few 

*'On  my  motion  two  years  ago,  points    in    regard   to    the   index, 

the   British   Academy   appointed  The  whole  matter  has  since  re- 

a  committee  consisting  of  Dr.  J.  mained  in  abeyance,   chiefly  be- 
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cause  the  Academy  disposes  of 
but  small  resources  in  money. 
We  have  been  awaiting  co- 
operation from  some  of  the  con- 
tinental academies,  but  this  has 
not  yet  been  offered. 

"Speaking  for  myself,  I  would 
say  that  the  committee  and  the 
Academy  would  gladly  take  part 
in  the  organization  and  control  of 
such  an  index.  The  restriction 
of  it  to  works  in  the  English  lan- 
guage would  greatly  diminish  its 
value;  but  the  committee  would 
probably  be  willing  to  reconsider 
its  opinion  on  that  and  other  mat- 
ters if  there  were  a  prospect  of  a 
more  extensive  scheme  being 
adopted  by  a  federation  of  socie- 
ties. The  committee  was  at  the 
time  considering  what  might  be 
feasible. 

"You  are  doubtless  aware  of 
the  facts  in  regard  to  the  Index  of 
scientific  papers  organized  by 
the  English  Royal  Society.  That 
would  be  a  very  valuable  model, 
if  it  could  not  in  all  respects  be 
copied.  I  understand  that  the 
Royal  Society  feels  the  burden 
of  their  undertaking  to  be  very 
great,  and  may  possibly  have  to 
modify  their  plan. 

"I  send  herewith  a  copy  of 
the  recommendation  of  our  com- 
mittee so  far  as  formulated." 

The  British  Academy. 

The  committee  appointed  to 
consider  the  feasibility  of  a  pro- 


posed index  or  catalogue  of  pa- 
pers published  in  the  field  of 
human  studies,  at  meetings  held 
in  1904,  decided  to  recommend 
( 1 )  that  the  catalogue  or  index 
be  confined  to  works  published 
in  English;  (2)  that  it  comprise 
works  published  after  31  Deer., 
1900;  (3)  that  it  be  arranged 
both  under  subjects  and  authors* 
names;  (4)  that  in  indexing  ac- 
cording to  subjects  regard  be  had, 
not  only  to  the  title  of  a  paper, 
but  also  to  the  nature  of  its  con- 
tents; (5)  that  only  such  papers 
be  included  as  are  original  con- 
tributions to  any  of  the  branches 
of  knowledge  included;  (6) 
that  the  catalogue  cover  the  his- 
tory and  theory  of  all  subjects 
within  the  scope  of  the  Academy, 
philosophy,  economics,  language, 
institutions,  art,  religion,  and  all 
other  forms  of  human  activity, 
except  the  natural  sciences;  (7) 
that  the  catalogue  include  pam- 
phlets and  papers  in  journals,  but 
not  books;  (8)  that  the  follow- 
ing organization  is  desirable:  (a) 
a  committee  of  the  British  Acad- 
emy in  which  each  of  its  sections 
should  be  represented;  (b)  an 
organizing  editor,  with  experts 
in  different  subjects  to  assist  him; 
(c)  material  to  be  furnished  by 
selected  volunteers. 

It  was  considered  that  one 
octavo  volume  for  each  year 
would  suffice.  The  financial 
question  was  not  worked  out. 


AN  INTERNATIONAL  CATALOGUE  OF  THE 

CURRENT  LITERATURE  OF  THE 

SOCIAL  SCIENCES 

Ernest  C.  Richardson 

'T'HIS  topic,  it  is  understood,  has  been  taken  up  by  the 
•*■  Program  Committee  because  the  matter  is  already  in 
the  air,  and  sundry  propositions  have  already  been  made  in 
various  countries  looking  toward  meeting  the  problem  for 
some  or  all  fields  included  under  this  title.  The  net  situation 
seems  to  be  a  real  and  just  demand  for  some  comprehensive 
indexing  of  the  social  sciences  corresponding  in  a  general  way 
with  what  is  being  done  for  the  natural  sciences  by  the  Inter- 
national catalogue;  the  questions  practical  to  such  a  discus- 
sion as  this  seem  to  relate  not  to  need,  therefore,  which  is 
recognized,  but  to  method;  what  to  include,  how  to  find 
means,  and  detail  method  of  the  literary  form. 

Under  the  problem  of  what  should  be  included,  are  the 
question  of  including  books  as  well  as  periodicals,  the  question 
of  what  periodicals,  and  the  question,  what  are  the  social 
sciences?  The  first  of  these  questions,  although  plainly 
within  the  scope  of  this  afternoon's  subject,  I  will  venture  to 
pass  by,  since  the  desirability  of  including  books  is  an  axiom 
not  worth  debating.  Provided  only  that  book  and  periodical 
titles  are  printed  in  clearly  distinguishable  type  (as  is  not  the 
case  in  the  International  catalogue)  the  inclusion  of  books 
would  be  desirable,  but  the  inclusion  of  the  question  of  books 
in  this  discussion  would  endanger  the  hope  of  reaching  con- 
crete results,  first,  by  making  of  a  big  problem  a  still  bigger 
one,  and  more  complex,  and  second,  the  need  in  the  case  of 
books  being  less  than  in  the  case  of  periodicals  by  reason  of 
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existing  aids,  its  inclusion  would  make  the  argument  for  im- 
mediate effort  less  convincing.  I  shall,  therefore,  leave  it  out  of 
the  discussion,  but  it  w^ill  be  understood,  in  whatever  is  said 
as  to  an  index  to  periodicals,  that  we  are  all  the  time  wishing 
to  enlarge  so  as  to  include  book  index  and  essay  index,  as 
well  as  periodical  index,  if  practicable — and  it  is  all  a  matter 
of  capital. 

Speaking,  therefore,  directly  of  such  a  periodical  (book 
and  essay)  index  as  we  may  hope  by  co-operation  actually 
to  achieve,  we  meet  first  the  question  of  inclusion,  and  in  the 
very  first  place  the  question  of  the  field.  What,  in  fact,  are 
the  social  sciences?  For  purpose  of  this  discussion  we  may 
assume  that  they  are  the  sciences  represented  on  the  pro- 
gram; history,  economics,  sociology,  political  science  and 
law,  but  what  shall  history  include?  One  of  our  most  influ- 
ential historians  writes  that  art  should  surely  be  included,  and 
if  art,  why  not  music,  theatre,  and  the  vast  field  of  philology 
— for  history  is  surely  a  history  of  culture  as  well  as  of  econ- 
nomic  and  political  affairs,  and  if  culture  why  not  industry; 
the  technology  which  the  International  catalogue  has  again 
refused  to  take  within  its  scope.  Then,  too,  what  can  soci- 
ology do  without  theology,  or  what  can  law  do  in  countries 
where  church  and  state  are  one  without  the  theological 
periodicals? 

The  fact  is,  that  in  periodicals  all  sciences  overlap  more  or 
less.  But  there  are  some  broad  classes  which  can  be  fairly 
well  distinguished,  and  there  is  a  good  deal  that  may  be  said 
for  having  several  indexes — say  in  addition  to  science,  which 
we  already  have,  technology,  medicine,  theology,  and  no 
doubt  many  would  say  fine  art  (including  music,  theatre, 
etc.),  philology,  leaving,  perhaps,  the  balance  to  the  social 
sciences.  For  myself,  I  would  like  to  see,  what  has  been  ac- 
tually proposed  for  our  consideration  at  this  time,  an  index 
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including  everything  between  theology  on  the  one  hand  and 
natural  science,  technology  and  medicine  on  the  other — al- 
though it  is  a  fair  question  whether  the  technical  literature  of 
law  would  not  also  be  better  handled  in  a  separate  index. 

The  first  line  of  limitation  is  that  of  the  classes  of  literature 
to  be  included  in  the  "social  sciences.'*  A  second  possible 
line  of  limitation  concerns  the  non-duplication  of  existing 
indexes.  You  hardly  need  to  be  told  that  the  field  is  already 
partly  covered  by  existing  indexes.  Germany  and  England 
have  each  its  annual  index  to  periodicals;  America  has  two, 
and  France  is  about  to  revive  its  lapsed  list.  Rather  few  of 
the  periodicals  carried  in  these  lists  fall  at  either  extreme  of 
the  sciences,  the  great  majority  lie  directly  in  our  field. 
Again,  there  is  Bemer*s  Jahresberichte,  which  includes  a 
classified  index  to  select  titles  from  a  very  large  number  of  his- 
torical periodicals.  Then  there  are  the  A.  L.  A.  cards, 
which  index  200  periodicals,  which  would  fall  within  the 
limits  of  this  proposed  index — and  so  on.  Shall  the  work 
on  these  indexes  be  duplicated  in  the  proposed  index? 

Then,  again,  there  is  the  limit  of  quality,  and  where,  in- 
deed, shall  this  limit  of  quality  be  drawoi?  Suppose  we 
eliminate  the  obviously  popular  and  the  evidently  journalistic, 
still  there  are  many  periodicals,  say  in  music,  art  or  econom- 
ics, which  are  on  the  border  line.  They  are  very  generally 
taken  and  preserved,  and  they  have  articles  of  as  prime  value 
for  economics  or  history,  as  any  of  the  octavo  reviews. 

How  shall  the  limit  be  made?  If  the  limit  be  made  the 
"leading  periodicals'*  the  maximum  practice  every  day,  use- 
fulness per  average  title  is  reached,  but  these  periodicals  are 
precisely  the  ones  covered  in  existing  indexes  and  other  books 
of  reference,  and  the  highest  scientific  value  of  such  an  index 
would  rather  be  to  gather  into  it  all  references  of  real  value 
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from  the  more  obscure  and  infrequent  periodicals  and  selec- 
tions from  the  border  line  periodicals. 

This  brings  us  still  further  along  to  another  question  of 
limitations,  whether  such  an  index  would  be  limited  to  a  com- 
plete index  to  certain  periodicals  or  extended  to  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  articles  on  these  subjects  in  all  periodicals;  is  it 
a  bibliography  or  an  index  that  we  want — speaking  from  the 
double  standpoint  of  the  Bibliographical  Society  and  of  the 
Social  Sciences.  For  myself,  it  seems  that  the  first  work  to 
be  done  is  to  compile  lists  of  periodicals  falling  within  our 
field,  excluding  perhaps  the  most  popular  magazines  of  the 
"Poole**  indexes,  then  that  these  should  be  indexed  entire, 
transferring  to  other  indexes  now  existing  or  which  shall  be 
formed  any  articles  more  appropriate  to  them  and  arranging 
to  receive  from  them  in  turn  all  such  articles  as  may  more 
properly  be  published  in  this  than  in  their  lists,  making  a  bib- 
liography therefore  of  all  periodical  articles  above  the  level  of 
the  popular — the  discrimination  of  "popular"  being  made 
rather  by  a  choice  of  periodicals  than  by  a  clerical  selection 
or  criticism  of  value  which  experience  shows  to  be  imprac- 
ticable. 

Passing  to  the  question  of  the  machinery  of  such  an  enter- 
prise, it  may  be  said  once  for  all  that  it  is  a  question  of  co- 
operation in  compilation  and  co-operation  in  publication. 
This  co-operation  may  be  of  voluntary  personal  service  or  of 
means  to  purchase  personal  service,  or  mixed.  The  method 
of  voluntary  co-operation  by  personal  service  has  been  a 
favorite  one,  and  when  this  is  a  co-operation  by  libraries  it  is 
a  natural  and  not  unpractical  method.  It  is  a  sort  of  cata- 
loguing, and  every  enterprise  which  tends  to  reduce  the  need 
of  analyzing  books,  each  library  for  itself,  is  one  to  which 
libraries  can  atford  to  contribute  liberally  as  a  direct  method 
of  large  economy,  and  on  the  other  hand,  librarians  have  the 
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technical  skill  necessary.  Poole's  index  is  a  classical  instance 
of  this  kind  of  co-operation,  and  the  card  index  prepared  by 
various  libraries  and  published  by  the  Library  Bureau  is  an 
even  better  example  of  the  principle  and  its  practice. 

The  method  of  co-operation  by  financial  subscription 
stands  to  the  co-operation  by  personal  voluntary  service,  as 
the  modem  fire  department  to  the  volunteer  fire  engine.  It 
seems  beyond  doubt  that  such  a  catalogue  as  is  here  pro- 
posed can,  in  its  main  bulk,  be  much  better  done  and  more 
cheaply,  given  capital  enough,  under  one  roof  and  one  organ- 
ization, than  by  co-operative  service  even  of  libraries  which 
have  a  trained  force  and  trained  supervision. 

The  ideal  for  such  an  index  would  be  a  single  endowed 
central  organization,  geographically  near  libraries  having  the 
bulk  of  the  periodicals  to  be  indexed — such  an  institution 
not  only  to  undertake  new  indexes,  but  to  co-ordinate  these 
with  existing  ones.  Many  of  us  have  hoped  from  time  to 
time  that  the  Carnegie  Institution,  whose  geographical  posi- 
tion is  ideal,  might  see  the  fundamental  scientific  need  of  these 
indexes,  or  that  some  one  might  specially  endow  them,  but 
the  long  agitation  of  the  International  catalogue,  and  the 
more  spasmodic  but  widespread  agitation  for  this  index  of 
social  sciences  has  not  borne  fruit.  The  question  now  is  of 
attacking  the  problem  with  ruder  tools  which  have  yet  been 
shown  to  have  real  efficiency. 

The  instrument  which  has  been  suggested  to  us  is  a  joint 
committee  of  the  associations  here  represented,  to  secure  an 
international  joint  committee.  Such  a  committee  will  neces- 
sarily be  at  first  rather  a  committee  on  ways  and  means,  than 
an  executive  committee,  but  it  might  also  conceivably  do  as 
well  as  plan.  It  will,  of  course,  have  the  experience  of  the 
international  committee  to  guide  it,  and  may,  perhaps,  find 
something  like  this  committee's  financial  methods  best.     For 
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myself,  I  greatly  hope  that  if  voluntary  co-operation  of  many 
members  must  be  had,  effort  will  be  made  to  have  the  work 
done  by  library  co-operation  rather  than  by  the  co-operation 
of  individuals.  It  will  be  a  somewhat  serious  task  to  put  on 
many  libraries  another  $75.00  subscription  in  addition  to 
those  of  the  International  catalogue  and  the  A.  L.  A.  cards, 
but  this  proposed  index  would  probably  be  more  useful  to  90 
per  cent,  of  libraries  than  either  of  the  other  indexes,  and,  if 
trustees  could  realize,  cheap  at  even  a  larger  price. 

I  feel  very  clear  myself  that  the  net  cost  per  title  of  such  an 
index  could  be  very  greatly  reduced  over  present  cost  of  the 
other  indexes. 

But,  supposing  the  question  of  means  to  have  been  settled, 
there  are  still  buming  questions  as  to  the  method  of  the  index 
itself,  and  foremost  among  these  are  the  questions  of  card  ver- 
sus printed  book,  and  alphabetic  subject  versus  classified  list. 
For  an  imaginary  large  library  with  adequate  means  the  card 
index  is  possibly  the  ideal,  but  the  A.  L.  A.  cards  index  300 
periodicals  with  3,000  entries  and  cost  $75.00.  What  shall 
we  do  with  such  an  index  as  is  here  proposed,  which  should 
index  ten  times  as  many?  Will  many  libraries  pay  $750.00 
a  year  for  cards,  and  $300.00  more  for  cases  and  filing? 
With  modem  cumulative  printing  methods  such  an  index 
could  be  cumulated  every  year  for  100  years,  and  cost  less 
and  serve  much  better  most  institutions.  As  a  matter  of  fact, 
the  five  or  ten  year  cumulative  method  has  some  great  ad- 
vantage in  periodical  literature,  and  among  books,  even,  the 
five  and  ten  year  catalogues  have  been  found  the  most  prac- 
ticable. The  experience  with  trade  catalogues  and  the  vari- 
ous Poole  indexes  seems  to  show  that  a  printed  catalogue 
cumulated  annually  for  five  years  is  the  practical  ideal,  and 
annual  volumes  cumulated  once  in  five  years  a  reasonable 
working  substitute,  if  even  this  modest  ideal  must  be  lowered. 
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On  the  question  of  the  alphabetic  subject  vs.  the  classified 
catalogue,  doctors  most  certainly  disagree.  The  International 
catalogue  is  firm  for  its  classes,  and  counts  its  schedules  the 
very  heart  of  its  method.  There  is  little  doubt  that  some  spe- 
cialists do,  for  certain  of  their  purposes,  find  it  an  advantage 
to  have  all  the  related  literature  in  systematic  order,  and  that, 
with  suitable  alphabetical  subject  indexes,  one  may  find 
pretty  much  everything  that  one  v^ould  find  in  the  alphabeti- 
cal list.  It  is  also  true,  hovs^ever,  that  in  looking  for  the  most 
specific  topics,  the  alphabetical  subject  index  is  a  great  time- 
saver,  and  that  with  a  classified  index  or  "see  references,"  the 
related  topics  may  be  looked  up.  It  is  really  a  question  of 
two  kinds  of  use,  and  very  often  the  same  man  at  different 
times  prefers  the  one  or  the  other.  Without  denying  in  the 
least  that  there  are  those  who  prefer  the  systematic  index  and 
that  in  a  scientific  index,  intended  for  a  few  specialists,  that 
may  be  the  most  economical  form,  I  do,  from  observation  as 
a  librarian,  doubt  whether  the  average  use,  even  in  natural 
science,  would  not  be  greatly  facilitated  by  the  alphabetical 
form. 

However  it  may  be  about  the  natural  sciences,  it  seems 
clear  that  everywhere  excepting  in  these  sciences  the  alpha- 
betical subject  form  is  at  present  confessed  to  be  the  best  for 
reference.  Even  in  technology  it  is  the  form  of  the  admira- 
ble German  repertorium  and,  as  has  already  been  said,  it  is 
the  form  of  all  the  general  periodical  indexes,  which,  being 
most  used  and,  therefore,  best  tested,  show  best  what  has 
been  found  practical.  Then,  again,  take  the  book  trade  na- 
tional catalogues  of  books;  the  American  catalogue  and  the 
German  Georg  are  symptoms  of  the  present  tendency,  and 
who  is  there  who  uses  the  classified  indexes  of  Keyser  as  he 
does  the  alphabetical  index  to  the  same  work.  Again,  the 
whole  of  modern  library  experience  shows  that  men  use  the 
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alphabetical  subject  catalogue  as  they  never  learned  to  use 
the  classified.  Take  the  men  in  a  university  faculty,  or  even 
ten  men  from  library  forces,  well  trained  in  a  certain  classi- 
fication, and  for  90  per  cent,  of  references  they  will  get  an- 
swer to  their  questions  quicker  and  better  from  the  alpha- 
betical subject  catalogue  than  from  a  systematic  classed  cata- 
logue. Even  the  British  Museum  now  publishes  an  alpha- 
betical subject  catalogue. 

Finally,  and  most  significant  of  all,  is  the  growth  of  the  use 
of  dictionaries  and  encyclopedias,  especially  bulky  ones  in 
special  sciences.  Encyclopedia  used  to  mean  a  classified 
treatise ;  now  it  means  primarily  a  dictionary.  The  reference 
use  of  a  bibliographical  list  is  peculiarly  like  the  use  of  en- 
cyclopedias, and  who  now  thinks  of  a  systematic  encyclo- 
pedia of  all  the  sciences?  The  idea  has  been  dead  since 
Coleridge.  Even  in  the  sciences  the  tendency  is  to  make 
treatises  intended  for  reference,  in  dictionary  form,  and  to 
confine  text  books  to  moderate  sized  compends.  Take  the 
dictionaries  of  chemistry  for  example.  Text  books  by  nature 
will  always  be  systematic,  and  for  a  similar  reason  hand- 
books of  select  literature  may  be,  but  where  the  primary  pur- 
pose is  reference  to  a  specific  subject,  not  a  survey  of  the 
whole,  the  dictionary  has  proved  in  experience  to  be  the  time 
saving  tool.  Who,  for  example,  would  like  to  have  Pal- 
grave's  dictionary  transformed  into  a  systematic  treatise,  or 
Chevalier's  Repertoire  into  chronological  and  geographical 
sub-divisions,  and  are  we  not  multiplying  dictionaries  of  his- 
tory, politics,  social  reform,  economics,  education,  music,  art 
and  what  not  ad  infinitum. 

I  have  spoken  so  much  at  length  on  this  last  point  because 
the  International  catalogue  has  set  an  example  which  seems 
to  me  contrary  to  all  recent  human  experience  of  books,  but 
which  must  not  be  ignored  because  it  is  desirable,  other 
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things  being  equal,  that  the  methods  of  all  the  indexes  should 
be  the  same,  for  many  far  reaching  economic  reasons.  I,  my- 
self, favor  a  method  which  regards  the  specific  subject, 
analyzed  down  to  the  last  point  under  its  specific  catch-word, 
and  arranged  alphabetically.  Under  this  method  it  is  possible 
with  modem  mechanical  advantages  for  keeping  in  type  to 
print,  by  rearranging  groups,  both  a  systematic  and  alpha- 
betical list  at  comparatively  slight  cost. 

The  chief  nicety  as  regards  this  alphabetical  method  is  the 
selection  of  catch  words,  and  it  seems  a  happy  augury  for  the 
English  speaking  side  of  the  plan,  that  the  new  edition  of  the 
American  Library  Association  list  of  headings  will  probably 
be  ready  for  the  use  of  this  index. 

Speaking  for  the  American  Historical  Association  as  chair- 
man of  its  committee  of  bibliography,  I  beg  to  say  that  the 
plan  of  a  joint  committee  seems  to  me  a  practical  method 
which  should  lead  to  concrete  results  in  a  matter  of  confessed 
need. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  THE  SOCIAL  SCIENCES 
IN  THE  YALE  UNIVERSITY  LIBRARY 

Professor  J.  C.  Schwab,  Yale  University  Library 

A  BIBLIOGRAPHY  of  the  current  literature  in  the 
social  sciences  is  maintained  as  a  co-operative  enterprise 
by  the  instructors  in  those  subjects  in  Yale  University  under 
the  leadership  of  the  librarian  of  the  university.  It  was  be- 
gun as  an  individual  enterprise  in  Gottingen  in  1 889,  and  has 
slowly  grown  to  its  present  size  of  approximately  thirty  thou- 
sand cards.  These  are  displayed  in  a  case  in  an  alcove  ad- 
joining the  subject  and  author  catalogue  of  the  University 
Library,  and  are,  of  course,  accessible  to  all. 

The  object  of  maintaining  this  bibliography  is  fourfold. 

First:  It  aims  to  train  the  instructors  in  the  social  sciences, 
especially  the  younger  ones,  in  methodically  following  serial 
and  other  publications  in  the  social  sciences.  By  common 
consent,  without  such  an  incentive  the  attention  of  the  in- 
structors to  current  literature  of  their  subjects  is  in  danger  of 
becoming  lax. 

Second :  It  aims  to  create  a  bond  of  interest  in  the  general 
field  of  the  social  sciences,  an  important  object  in  view  of  the 
specialization  in  studying  and  teaching,  which  inevitably 
draws  the  instructors  apart. 

Third:  It  aims  to  direct  the  students  of  the  social  sciences 
to  the  current  and  other  literature  of  those  subjects  and 
thereby  is  a  most  important  adjunct  to  the  teaching  machin- 
ery of  the  departments  concerned. 

Fourth:  It  aims  to  save  the  time  of  the  individual  instruc- 
tors and  the  library  staff  in  finding  material  for  the  students. 
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The  methods  pursued  in  maintaining  this  bibliography  are 
as  follows:  Roughly  one  hundred  magazines  and  similar 
serial  publications  are  analyzed.  Of  these  about  one-half 
are  American  and  English,  one-quarter  German,  and  the  rest 
Scandinavian,  Dutch,  French,  Italian  and  Spanish.  To  each 
instructor  co-operating  certain  serials  (in  general  those  that 
he  would  naturally  be  most  interested  in)  are  assigned,  and 
he  is  responsible  for  an  analysis  of  their  contents.  Standard 
size  cards  are  used,  and  some  general  rules  of  indexing  are 
adopted.  When  complete,  the  cards  are  transmitted  to  the 
librarian. 

All  the  books  and  dissertations  among  the  accessions  to 
the  library  which  have  any  bearing  upon  the  social  sciences 
are  separately  listed  on  cards  by  the  library  staff  for  the  use 
of  the  above  bibliography.  The  library  acts  as  clearing 
house  in  collecting  and  arranging  the  cards.  They  are  filed 
topically  under  some  two  hundred  and  fifty  main  heads. 
This  classification  has  been  worked  out  to  have  a  bearing 
on  the  prevalent  courses  of  study  and  lines  of  research  in  the 
University.  Subheads  are  generally  geographical  or  chron- 
iological,  and  frequent  cross  references  are  inserted.  Espe- 
cial attention  is  given  to  noting  the  bibliographies  contained 
in  particular  books  or  articles. 

Although  the  scheme  involves  no  little  expenditure  of 
time  and  effort,  the  results  are,  on  the  whole,  worth  the 
trouble.  It  should  be  said,  however,  that  in  those  branches 
where  printed  bibliographies  currently  appear,  as  in  some 
sections  of  the  natural  sciences,  such  a  card  bibliography 
would  hardly  be  advantageous.  But  in  those  branches  of 
knowledge,  especially  the  newer  ones,  where  no  systematic 
printed  bibliographies  appear,  the  one  above  described  is  an 
important  and  useful  function  which  could  be  enlarged  by 
co-operation  among  a  number  of  libraries. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  ECONOMIC  SCIENCE 

Professor  Frank  A.  Fetter,  Cornell  University 

P'R  the  past  six  years  economists  have  been  very  active 
discussing  the  subject  of  bibliographical  work.  Ahnost 
every  day  letters  come  to  the  secretary  of  the  Association  from 
school  boys,  from  college  debaters,  from  public  men,  and 
from  economists,  appealing  for  help  in  their  examination  of 
social  questions.  Whenever  a  group  of  economists  and 
sociologists  comes  together,  the  discussion  gravitates  to  the 
subject  of  the  difficulty  of  keeping  up  with  the  ever-swelling 
procession  of  publications  in  this  field.  A  large  part  of  the 
useful  material  in  this  most  difficult  subject  must  be  sought  in 
trade  and  technical  journals,  for  since  economists  came  out 
of  the  clouds  and  began  to  take  an  interest  in  the  real  world, 
they  have  the  annoying  task  of  finding  out  what  the  world  is 
doing. 

This  subject  of  bibliography  is  connected  with  that  of  the 
establishment  of  a  new  journal,  which  the  Economic  Asso- 
ciation has  been  debating  for  a  good  many  years.  Though  ex- 
cellent reviewing  is  done  by  the  existing  journals,  all  students 
agree  that  there  should  be  some  current  bibliography  of  the 
social  sciences  more  thorough  than  any  now  published.  When 
last  year  the  Association  somewhat  unexpectedly,  after  years 
of  debate,  voted  to  establish  a  journal,  and  committed  the 
subject  to  the  executive  committee  with  power  to  act,  the 
way  seemed  to  be  opened.  Some  of  us  had  hoped  that  all 
of  the  special  branches  of  social  science  (outside  the  histor- 
ical, which  is  so  well  provided  with  its  Historical  Review) 
might  be  federated  in  this  undertaking.     The  Economic 
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Association,  as  the  eldest  of  the  three  societies  could,  with  its 
treasury  balance  of  $5,000,  provide  the  money,  and  all  social 
students  would  share  the  benefits. 

This  hope  has  been  defeated  by  the  course  of  events;  but 
we  are  now  ready  to  act  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  previous 
speaker :  to  quit  talking  and  do  something.  We  have  planned 
a  new  quarterly  bulletin,  and  have  secured  as  chief  editor  the 
services  of  one  with  high  talent  in  bibliographical  lines.  Pro- 
fessor C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  of  the  George  Washington  Uni- 
versity. He  has  already  enlisted  the  co-operation  of  a  score 
of  capable  scholars  for  the  various  departments. 

The  lists  of  titles  will  be  primary  and  brief  signed  reviews 
will  be  included.  There  will  be  a  department  of  personal 
notes,  and  one  for  non-literary  sources  of  material  such  as 
municipal  museums,  special  exhibits,  and  new  public  enter- 
prises. We  hope  to  make  this  in  a  sense  a  "trade  journal" 
for  the  social  student. 

The  financial  difficulty  is  not  a  small  one,  and  there  are 
many  other  difficulties,  but  the  experiment  is  worth  the  cost. 
Two  or  three  years  will  tell  whether  the  project  commends 
itself  to  scholars  and  to  the  public. 

Those  undertaking  this  work  wish  to  co-operate  with  all 
scientific  efforts  in  this  direction.  And  we  hope  to  profit  by 
the  results  of  this  conference,  so  wisely  conceived  and  so 
urgently  needed. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  COMMERCE 

John  J.  Macfarlane,  Philadelphia  Commercial  Museum 

^T*  HE  multiplication  of  books  and  the  increase  of  libraries, 

•■■      as  well  as  the  varied  interests  of  those  who  use  them, 

make  a  bibliography  of  special  subjects  an  absolute  necessity. 

In  this  age  of  hurry  very  few  have  the  time  to  seek  desired 
information  in  the  leisurely  way  of  the  student  of  former  days, 
and  even  if  they  had  it  would  in  many  cases  be  a  physical 
impossibility  to  scan  all  the  works  available  in  order  to  find 
the  information  wanted.  This  necessitates  a  more  detailed 
bibliography  than  a  mere  list  of  books;  some  idea  of  their 
contents  is  also  needed. 

Any  one  who  has  made  special  studies  along  any  line 
knows  how  difficult  it  often  is  to  find  a  given  book  to  round 
out  completely  the  information  already  gathered  from  works 
at  hand.  The  knowledge  that  such  a  book  is  in  some  library 
in  his  neighborhood,  or  in  some  library  from  which  it  can  be 
borrowed,  saves  a  vast  amount  of  time  and  money.  It  is  said 
that  Prescott  could  never  have  written  his  delightful  histories 
if  he  had  not  possessed  the  means  to  buy  needed  books,  as 
many  of  those  used  by  him  were  not  to  be  found  in  any 
library  to  which  he  had  access. 

The  various  bibliographies  already  published  are,  there- 
fore, of  untold  value  to  the  student,  and  the  more  they  indi- 
cate the  contents  of  the  books  the  more  valuable  they  be- 
come, enabling  the  inquirer  to  eliminate  those  not  covering 
the  line  he  is  investigating. 

There  are  quite  a  number  of  these  bibliographies  treating 
of  the  subjects  included  under  the  general  term  "Economics," 
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such  as  "Labor  and  Capital,**  "Tariffs,**  "Protection  and 
Free  Trade,**  "Banks  and  Banking,**  "Budgets  of  Finance," 
and  various  special  industries. 

There  is,  however,  one  class  of  subjects  that  may  be  fairly 
said  to  come  under  the  head  of  economics  that,  so  far  as  I 
have  any  knowledge,  has  not  been  considered  worthy  of  a 
bibliographer.  I  mean  the  statistics  of  international  trade,  or 
foreign  commerce.  The  New  York  Public  Library  has  pub- 
lished in  its  "Bulletin**  one  on  general  French  statistics,  and 
one  on  statistical  journals,  which  include  a  few  volumes 
treating  of  foreign  trade. 

Working  along  statistical  lines  in  connection  with  my 
duties  as  librarian  of  the  Philadelphia  Museums,  I  am  com- 
pelled to  make  constant  use  of  the  official  publications  of  for- 
eign countries.  I  find  outside  of  the  articles  which  are  copies 
of  the  "Blue  Letters,"  issued  by  the  Department  of  Com- 
merce and  Labor  at  Washington,  the  newspapers  and  maga- 
zines are  constantly  giving  wrong  ideas  of  the  foreign  trade 
of  other  nations,  because,  first,  there  is  no  bibliography  to 
tell  them  where  to  find  the  information,  and  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  in  some  cases  many  of  the  books  or  reports  contain- 
ing the  information  are  not  to  be  found  outside  of  Washing- 
ton or  Philadelphia. 

The  growing  importance  of  foreign  trade  and  the  neces- 
sity for  information  in  regard  to  it  is  my  sole  excuse  for  intro- 
ducing this  subject.  Prior  to  the  introduction  of  the  factory 
system,  foreign  commerce,  as  we  know  it,  was  insignificant. 
At  the  time  of  the  Revolution,  Great  Britain*s  foreign  trade 
was  mainly  with  her  plantations  in  America.  From  1 790  to 
1870,  by  introducing  a  sort  of  division  of  labor  into  inter- 
national commerce,  the  world  has  gradually  been  divided 
into  agricultural  and  manufacturing  nations.  Since  1870 
the  United  States  has  become  the  leading  manufacturing 
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nation,  although  then  it  was  thought  of  as  almost  entirely 
an  agricultural  country. 

The  rapid  progress  of  the  United  States  in  wealth  and 
manufactures  has  made  foreign  commerce  a  necessity.  The 
population  of  the  country  has  increased  since  1850  from 
twenty-three  to  eighty-three  million,  or  360  per  cent.  Dur- 
ing the  same  period,  the  wealth  of  the  country  has  increased 
from  seven  billion  to  one  hundred  and  seven  billion  dollars, 
or  1 ,430  per  cent.,  and  the  value  of  the  products  of  manufac- 
tures from  one  billion  to  sixteen  billion  eight  hundred  million 
dollars,  or  1 ,580  per  cent.  The  exports  have  increased  four 
times  more  than  the  population,  or  from  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  million  to  seventeen  hundred  and  seventeen  million 
dollars — 1 , 1 00  per  cent. 

Production  has  gained  so  rapidly  on  consumption  that  for- 
eign markets  for  our  products  are  yearly  growing  more  im- 
portant. More  manufactured  products  are  exported  to-day 
than  were  produced  in  the  whole  country  in  1850.  For, 
including  the  products  of  the  flour  mill  and  the  packing 
house,  one  thousand  and  thirty-two  million  dollars'  worth  of 
manufactured  goods  were  exported  last  year,  leaving  about 
seven  hundred  million  for  foodstuffs  in  a  crude  condition  and 
crude  materials  for  use  in  manufacturing.  Nor  is  it  only  in 
the  matter  of  exports  that  foreign  commerce  is  essential  to  our 
success  in  trade  and  increased  comfort.  Imports,  which 
have  increased  from  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  million 
dollars'  worth  in  1850,  to  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
twenty-six  million,  or  600  per  cent.,  are  also  important.  Our 
manufacturers  want  to  know  where  fibres,  rubber,  hides 
and  skins  and  other  products  which  they  need  can  be  ob- 
tained to  the  best  advantage.  Crude  and  partly  manu- 
factured materials  for  use  in  manufactures  make  up  over  one- 
half  of  our  imports. 
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Without  this  outlet  for  our  surplus  and  a  supply  of  raw 
materials  from  abroad,  which  cannot  be  produced  in  this 
country,  many  of  our  industries  would  be  compelled  to  close 
their  doors,  and  millions  of  our  people  would  be  idle. 

Foreign  nations  are  preparing  to  secure  their  share  of  the 
world's  increase  of  trade.  The  English  are  the  best  com- 
mercially educated  people  to-day,  because  of  their  long  ex- 
perience in  foreign  trade.  The  Germans  have  the  best  com- 
mercial instruction  in  their  commercial  and  technical  schools. 
Despite  this,  the  United  States  far  exceeds  Germany,  and  is 
about  equal  to  Great  Britain  in  the  value  of  domestic  exports. 

In  every  direction  we  see  attempts  to  prepare  Americans 
for  the  contest  with  Great  Britain,  Germany  and  other 
nations  for  the  markets  of  the  world.  Already  the  govern- 
ment has  established  a  Department  of  Commerce  and  Labor 
to  deal  with  the  problem  of  foreign  trade,  and  its  reports  con- 
tain valuable  information  which  should  be  supplemented  by 
the  library. 

Throughout  the  land  commercial  schools  are  springing  up 
to  prepare  the  future  merchants  and  manufacturers  for  their 
work,  but  this  is  of  no  use  to  the  men  now  in  the  heat  of  the 
battle  for  commercial  supremacy.  The  men  who  are  en- 
gaged to-day  in  this  contest  can  only  hope  for  aid  from  the 
libraries.  Mr.  Canfield  has  said  that  there  should  be  a  com- 
mercial library  "in  New  York  and  not  in  inland  Philadel- 
phia." I  would  amend  this  by  saying  "in  New  York  as  Well 
as  in  inland  Philadelphia.*' 

While  the  importing  and  exporting  centre  is  New  York, 
very  few  of  the  goods  exported  are  produced  there.  The 
manufacturers  of  Providence,  who  produced  one-fourth  of 
the  jewelry  of  the  United  States  in  1905,  are  as  much  inter- 
ested in  information  in  regard  to  foreign  trade  as  the  manu- 
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facturers  of  Philadelphia  or  elsewhere,  or  as  the  New  York 
importer  and  exporter. 

It  seems  to  me  there  is  no  subject  which  would  bring  as 
large  a  return  not  in  wealth  only,  for  that  I  suppose  is  too  low 
a  consideration  for  a  body  like  this,  but  in  culture  and  comfort 
as  a  more  intimate  knowledge  of  the  customs  and  needs  of 
our  neighbors  in  South  America,  Asia,  Europe,  Africa  or 
Oceania,  as  well  as  the  things  they  can  produce  cheaper  or 
better  than  we  can. 

Now,  as  we  all  admit  that  bibliography  is  a  great  time 
saver,  it  would  seem  that  some  one  of  our  great  institutions 
that  are  issuing  from  time  to  time  bibliographies  would  find 
here  a  field  worthy  of  its  consideration.  The  Library  of 
Congress  is  probably  in  the  best  position  to  do  this  work  as  it 
has  access  to  the  various  libraries  in  the  different  departments 
in  Washington,  as  well  as  to  its  owti,  which  is  unquestionably 
the  best  equipped  for  this  purpose. 

A  bibliography  on  this  line  should  give  not  only  the  names 
of  the  books,  but  also  some  idea  of  their  contents  to  avoid 
useless  hunting  for  information.  The  volume  containing  the 
most  detailed  statistics  of  exports  and  imports,  both  by  arti- 
cles and  countries,  is  of  first  importance.  General  statistical 
works  which,  in  addition  to  giving  less  detailed  statistics  of 
foreign  trade  than  the  former,  also  give  agricultural,  indus- 
trial, transportation,  vital  and  social  statistics  are  also  im- 
portant. The  International  Customs  Bureau's  series  of  tariffs 
in  English  is  also  valuable,  but  if  possible  they  should  be 
supplemented  by  the  original.  Consular  reports,  especially 
those  of  the  United  States,  Great  Britain,  France,  Germany, 
Austria  and  Belgium,  all  contain  valuable  information.  Re- 
ports of  Chambers  of  Commerce  and  Boards  of  Trade  of  the 
principal  cities  of  the  world  can  be  obtained  generally 
gratuitously. 
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Such  bibliography  should  note  the  fact  that  certain  na- 
tions publish  their  statistics  not  only  in  their  own  language, 
but  also  in  another  like  English,  French  or  German.  Chinese 
statistics  are  always  in  English;  Japanese  statistics  in  Japan- 
ese and  English;  Servian  and  Greek  statistics  in  French  as 
well  as  in  their  own  language;  Egyptian  in  French;  South 
American  countries,  excepting  Brazil,  in  Spanish;  Brazil  in 
Portuguese.  Many  of  these  books  can  be  obtained  free,  but 
the  most  important — those  of  England,  France  and  Ger- 
many— must  be  paid  for. 

In  our  library  at  the  Philadelphia  Museums  we  find  that 
merchants,  manufacturers  and  students  are  constantly  calling 
on  us  for  information  that  could  not  be  obtained  without  a 
large  expenditure  of  time  and  money  elsewhere.  The  com- 
mercial library  in  inland  Philadelphia,  as  Mr.  Canfield  has 
said,  is  already  established,  but  its  benefits  are  not  confined 
to  that  city  alone,  as  we  answer  inquiries  from  our  subscribers 
and  others  from  all  over  the  country. 
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BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  SOCIOLOGY 

Professor  C.  W.  A.  Veditz,  George  Washington  University 

WISH  first  of  all  to  emphasize  the  great  need  of  a  bib- 
liography of  sociology.  I  suppose  it  has  already  been 
pointed  out  to  you  that  in  the  social  sciences  we  are  in  spe- 
cial need  of  a  better  knowledge  of  what  is  being  done  in 
other  countries.  We  need  not  only  to  know  what  is  being 
done  by  our  fellow  countrymen,  although  we  rarely  know 
that  very  thoroughly,  but  we  also  must  keep  track  of  what  is 
being  published  in  other  countries.  To  a  greater  extent, 
perhaps,  than  specialists  working  in  any  other  department  of 
the  social  sciences,  the  sociologist  usually  knows  little  and 
frequently  cares  less  for  what  his  fellow-workers  happen  to 
be  doing.  The  result  is,  on  the  one  hand,  needless  duplica- 
tion of  work,  and  on  the  other  hand,  equally  unnecessary 
and  disastrous  differences  of  opinion.  The  sociologist  has  too 
often  been  a  one-idea  thinker,  exploiting  a  single  thought  for 
all  that  it  is  worth,  or  even  more  than  it  is  worth.  A  due  re- 
gard for  the  ideas  of  equally  sincere  seekers  after  truth  would 
do  away  with  the  present  far-reaching  diversity  of  opinion. 

No  American  sociologist  who  is  at  all  familiar  with  the 
foreign  literature  of  the  subject  would  say  that  America  is 
doing  all  of  the  important  work  in  theoretical  or  practical 
sociology.  Many  of  us  would  frankly  admit  that  France 
and  Germany  have  made  quite  as  substantial  and  important 
contributions  to  these  sciences  as  the  United  States.  The 
great  difficulty,  the  great  obstacle  standing  in  the  way  of  a 
mutual  appreciation  of  the  work  done  by  others  consists  in 
keeping  track  not  only  of  what  is  being  done  along  socio- 
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logical  lines  in  foreign  countries,  but  even  in  our  own  coun- 
try. It  is  next  to  impossible  for  the  investigator  to  learn  w^ith 
any  degree  of  accuracy  or  completeness  what  investigations 
have  been  published,  along  the  line  in  which  he  is  interested, 
in  France,  Germany,  Italy  or  Spain.  Any  systematic  en- 
deavor, therefore,  to  cover  this  ground,  even  though  it  be 
covered  imperfectly  at  the  outset,  would  be  hailed  with  de- 
light by  the  sociologist  who  is  anxious  to  have  the  science 
which  he  represents  acquire  a  dignity  and  recognition  which 
its  importance  deserves.  The  only  attempts  that  have  been 
made  to  cover  it  in  any  fashion  at  all  are  the  sociological 
periodicals,  like  the  American  Journal  of  Sociology.  But  it 
is  manifest  that  this  periodical  cannot  attempt  to  cover  the 
ground  exhaustively,  or  to  give  much  more  than  a  mere  list 
of  publications. 

Now,  while  the  mere  list  of  sociological  publications 
would,  of  course,  be  very  helpful,  yet  it  is  not  enough.  We 
want  to  know  not  only  what  books  have  been  published  in 
this  country  and  abroad,  but  we  want  to  have  some  clue  to 
their  contents,  and  some  hint  as  to  the  scientific  value  of  each 
publication.  One  or  two  endeavors  of  this  kind  have  been 
made.  The  Notes  Critiques,  published  in  Paris  a  few  years 
ago,  but  recently  discontinued,  was  a  fair  start  in  the  right 
direction.  The  Annales  Sociologiques,  a  fairly  large  volume, 
published  every  year  under  the  editorship  of  Professor  Durk- 
heim,  is  fair  so  far  as  it  goes.  It  gives  a  critical  summary  of 
a  large  number  of  books  listed.  But  the  list  is  not  only  not 
an  exhaustive  one,  but  it  contains  merely  the  things  that  hap- 
pen to  attract  the  attention  of  the  editorial  staff,  which,  so  far 
as  I  know,  makes  no  systematic  endeavor  to  give  a  complete 
list  of  even  French  sociological  literature.  Moreover,  it  con- 
tains much  that  is  not  sociological  in  any  legitimate  sense  of 
the  term.    Again,  each  annual  volume  contains  one  or  more 
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original  papers,  and  thus  constitutes  a  curious  combination 
of  a  distinct  book  and  a  bibliography.  The  original  contri- 
butions occupy  a  very  large  part  of  the  volume.  So  that  as 
a  bibliography,  published  but  once  a  year,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered rather  meagre.  The  Sociale  Blatter,  published  in 
Germany,  attempts  to  cover  the  ground  of  sociology  as  well 
as  that  of  economics  and  political  science.  It  is  issued,  I 
think,  monthly.  But  it  is  singularly  weak  in  English  and 
American  publications,  and  not  particularly  strong  in  any 
save  German  publications.  Whether  an  important  publica- 
tion is  listed  in  it  or  not  seems  to  be  purely  a  matter  of 
hazard. 

I  consider  it  a  very  hopeful  sign  for  the  social  sciences 
when  those  interested  in  them  have  such  meetings  as  this, 
and  plan  to  bring  together  the  men  and  the  material.  Sys- 
tematic bibliographies  would  bring  together  the  material. 
Scientific  societies,  like  the  recently  organized  American  So- 
ciological Society,  bring  together  the  men.  When  any 
branch  of  human  knowledge  has  become  so  differentiated  as 
to  require  its  own  bibliographical  apparatus  and  its  own 
scientific  organizations,  that  department  of  knowledge  may 
be  said  to  have  been  firmly  established  as  a  legitimate  field 
of  activity. 

Permit  me  to  say,  in  summary,  first,  that  the  sociologist  is 
in  special  need  of  a  bibliography;  and,  second,  that  so  far 
as  I  know,  absolutely  no  endeavor  has  been  made  in  this 
country  to  supply  this  need. 

Mr.  C.  H.  Hastings,  Library  ture  of  the  social  sciences.     For 

of  Congress:  The  previous  speak-  four  years  I  spent  a  large  fraction 

er  has  aroused  my  ire.     He  re-  of  my  time  in  compiling  a  current 

ferred    rather    slightingly    to    the  list  of  books  and  magazine  arti- 

work  of  the  American  Journal  of  cles  on  the  social  sciences  for  that 

Sociology^  in  recording  the  litera-  Journal.     Before  undertaking  the 
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work,  I  had  been  indoctrinated 
with  the  Comptean  view  of  soci- 
ology, and  had  come  to  regard 
the  social  sciences  as  a  unit. 
Whatever  merits  or  demerits  this 
bibliography  may  have  had,  it 
represented  a  consistent  endeavor 
to  cover  the  field  of  the  social 
sciences.  If  Professor  Veditz 
carries  out  his  plan  he  can  do 
nothing  better  than  revive  the 
current  bibliography  in  the 
American  Journal  of  Sociology. 

The  only  other  point  which  I 
wish  to  emphasize  is  one  that 
Prof.  Richardson  made.  You 
will  notice  that  in  the  new  pro- 
jects for  current  bibliographical 
lists,  nothing  is  said  about  the 
cumulation  of  titles  beyond  one 
year.  Even  the  Royal  Society, 
in  its  scheme  for  the  International 
Catalogue  of  Scientific  Litera- 
ture, seems  not  to  have  faced  the 
problem  of  cumulating  the  titles 
for  a  period  of  years  or  of  pro- 
viding a  cumulative  index.  So 
far  as  I  have  heard,  they  have 
proposed  nothing  better  than  that 
libraries  should  cumulate  for 
themselves  by  clipping  the  titles 
from  the  successive  annual  issues 
and  mounting  those  in  each  class 
to  form  a  continuous  list  arranged 
chronologically.  If  a  new  bib- 
liographical list  for  the  social 
sciences  is  started,  it  seems  to 
me  very  essential  that  we  should 


look  forward  to  cumulating  the 
titles  for  a  period  of  years.  The 
highly  successful  results  attained 
by  the  H.  W.  Wilson  Co..  of 
Minneapolis,  in  holding  linotype 
and  publishing  cumulative  lists, 
suggests,  I  believe,  the  proper 
method  of  accomplishing  the 
work.  The  experience  of  the 
publishers  of  standard  book-trade 
bibliographies  seems  to  indicate 
that  a  list  containing  the  titles  for 
five  years  is  about  right  for  the 
final  cumulation. 

I  should  like  very  much  to  see 
started  a  series  of  bibliographies 
for  the  social  sciences  which 
would  cover  the  ground  fully. 
I  would  favor:  (1 )  a  current  list, 
to  appear  quarterly  or  oftener, 
containing  a  list  of  all  new  books, 
new  articles  in  periodicals,  and 
new  book  reviews,  which  were 
of  any  considerable  value  for  the 
student  of  the  social  sciences; 
(2)  an  annual  list  to  contain  the 
yearly  cumulation  of  titles  in  the 
current  list  with  the  addition  of 
(a)  titles  inadvertently  omitted 
from  the  current  list;  (b)  a  com- 
parative summary  by  an  author- 
ity of  the  books  of  the  year  in 
each  of  the  social  sciences;  (3) 
a  five-year  list  containing  all  of 
the  titles  which  had  appeared 
in  the  five  previous  annual  lists, 
with  references  to  the  summaries 
in  the  annual  list. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  POLITICAL  SCIENCE 

W.  F.  Dodd,  Instructor  in  Political  Science,  George  Washmgton 
University 

ALTHOUGH  in  theory  it  is  difficult  to  separate  def- 
initely the  fields  of  history,  sociology,  economics  and  po- 
litical science,  yet  practically  we  find,  in  the  educational 
world  of  to-day,  that  men  are  devoting  themselves  to  some 
one  of  these  branches  without  very  much  reference  to  the 
others.  The  political  scientist  is  especially  interested  in  find- 
ing the  literature  of  his  subject,  and  such  literature  as  may 
fall  upon  the  border  line  between  his  subject  and  others.  In 
a  more  general  way  he  is  interested  in  the  important  literature 
of  history,  of  sociology  and  of  economics ;  but  he  may  easily 
keep  in  touch  with  the  more  important  books  in  these  fields 
through  notes  and  reviews  now  published  in  technical  peri- 
odicals. In  consideration  of  these  facts,  the  question  here 
under  discussion  presents  itself  to  me,  not  as  a  problem  of  the 
bibliography  of  the  social  sciences,  but  as  one  of  separate 
bibliographies  of  history,  economics,  sociology  and  political 
science.  This  is  not  to  dissent  from  any  general  plan  of  bib- 
liographical work,  but  rather  to  suggest,  that  even  though 
such  bibliographies  should  be  compiled  at  one  central  bureau, 
they  should  be  issued  in  separate  form. 

Since  the  publication  of  Robert  von  MohFs  Geschichte 
und  Literatur  der  Staatswissenschaften  ^  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  survey  the  literature  of  the  whole  field  of  po- 
litical science.  With  increased  specialization  the  attention 
of  students  has  been  devoted  rather  to  more  limited  subjects, 

1.  Geschichte  und  Literatur  der  Staatswissenschaften.  Eriangen,  1855- 
1858.  3  vols. 
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and  many  excellent  bibliographies  of  a  detailed  character 
have  been  published.  Although  it  would  be  impossible  to 
make  an  exhaustive  enumeration  of  such  vv^orks,  it  may  be 
w^ell  to  mention  Brook's  Bibliography  of  Municipal  Affairs^; 
Stammhammer's  Bibliography  of  Finance^;  Griffin's  Bib- 
liography of  Colonies'^ ;  Nettlau's  Bibliography  of  Anarchy^ ; 
and  the  Bibliography  of  International  Law,  issued  in  the 
index  of  the  Journal  de  droit  international  prive^;  upon  the 
legal  side  there  are  also  many  useful  bibliographies.  Among 
the  important  works  in  this  field  may  be  mentioned  Picard 
and  Larcier's, ^Bibliography  of  Belgian  Law^;  Torres  Cam- 
pos' Bibliography  of  Spanish  Law®;  and  Cruzado's  Bibliog- 
raphy of  Mexican  Law^. 

Important  fields  of  political  science  and  law  have  been 
thus  more  or  less  adequately  covered;  but  in  political  science 
it  is  especially  true  that  the  latest  literature  is  often  the  most 
important,  and  it  is  also  true  that  current  literature,  either  in 
periodicals  or  published  in  book  form,  is  the  most  difficult  to 
find. 

2.  Brooks,  Robert  C.  A  bibliography  of  municipal  affairs  and  city  con- 
ditions.    2d.  ed.  New  York,   1901.     (vol.  5,  No.   1,  of  Municipal  Affairs.) 

3.  Stammhammer,  Josef.  Bibliographie  der  Finanzwissenschaft.  Jena, 
Fischer,   1903. 

4.  Griffin,  A.  P,  C.  List  of  books  relating  to  the  theory  of  colonization, 
etc.  2d.  ed.,  Washington,   1900. 

5.  Nettlau,    Max.      Bibliographie    de   I'anarchie.      Brussels,    1897. 

6.  Journal  de  droit  international  prive.  Tables  generales.  1874-1904, 
vol.  1.  Paris,  Marchal  et  Billard,  1905.  As  of  value  in  this  field  should 
also  be  mentioned,  Olivart,  Bibliographie  de  droit  international.  Paris, 
Pedone,   1905. 

7.  Picard,  Edmond  et  Larcier,  Ferdinand.  Bibliographie  generale  et 
raisonnee  du  droit  beige.  Brussels,  1882-90;  continued  by  vol.  II  (1889-1903) 
fascicule  I,  by  Emile  Van  Arenberg.  Institut  international  der  bibliographie. 
Brussels,  1906. 

8.  Torres  Campos,  Manuel.  Bibliografia  espanola  contemporaneo  de 
derecho  y  de  la  politica  (1800-1896.)     Madrid,  1883-1897.  2  vols. 

9.  Cruzado,  Manuel.     Bibliografia  juridica  mexicana.     Mexico,   1905. 
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Perhaps  the  most  important  attempt  to  cover  the  current 
literature  of  political  science  and  of  law  is  that  of  the  Ger- 
man, Otto  Muhlbrecht.  Muhlbrecht's  Wegweiser^^,  despite 
many  imperfections,  is  the  most  useful  handbook  of  the  legal 
literature  of  continental  Europe,  and  his  A  llgemeine  Bibliog' 
raphie^K  is  equally  valuable  for  current  literature.  In  neither 
of  these  is  any  attempt  made  to  cover  periodical  material,  and 
Muhlbrecht*s  publications  are  strongest  in  their  titles  of 
French  and  German  works. 

The  Zentralhlatt  fiir  Rechtstoissenschaft  is  also  valuable, 
especially  for  its  critical  reviews  of  German  legal  works. 
Notes  Critiques — Sciences  Sociales  performs  a  similar  service 
for  French  works  in  the  field  of  the  social  sciences.  The  re- 
cently organized  International  Institute  for  Social  Bibliog- 
raphy {Internationale  Institut  fiir  Sozial-Bihliographie)  of 
Berlin,  began,  in  1905,  the  Kritische  flatter  fiir  die  gesam- 
ten  Sozialwissenschaften.  This  is  the  most  ambitious  and 
is  perhaps,  the  best  bibliographical  publication  in  the  field 
of  the  social  sciences.  It  is  issued  monthly,  and  contains 
critical  reviews  and  notes,  and  a  systematic  bibliography, 
which  covers  periodical  literature  as  well  as  books '2. 
Among  other  useful  current  bibliographies  should  also  be 
mentioned  the  bibliographical  supplement  of  the  Annelen  des 
deutschen  Reichs^^.  The  bibliographical  notes  in  the 
Jahrbuch  der  internationalen  Vereinigung  fiir  vergleichende 
RechsuDissenschaft    und    Volkswirtschaftslehre,     of    Berlin, 

10.  Wegweiser  durch  die  neuren  Litteratur  der  Rechts-  und  Staals- 
wissenschaflen.     2d.  ed.     Berlin,    1893.     Bd.    II.    1893-1900.     Berlin.    1901. 

1 1 .  Allgemeine  Bibliographie  der  Slaats-und  Rechtswissenschaf ten.  Ber- 
lin, Puttkammer  und  Muhlbrecht;  the  annual  volume  is  bound  under  the  title 
of   Uebersichl   der    gesammten   staals-und  rechtswissenschaftlichen  Litteratur. 

12.  See  also  Bibliographie  der  Volkswirtschaflslehre  und  Rechtswissen- 
schaf t,  issued  as  a  supplement  to  the  Blaetter  fiir  vergleichende  Rechtswissenschaf t 
und  Volkswirtschaftslehre. 

13.  Literarische  Mitteilungen  des  Annalen  des  Deutschen  Reichs  fUr 
Gesetzgehung,  Verwaltung  und  Volkswirtschaft. 
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are  also  of  value,  but  thejahrbuch  does  not  appear  promptly 
enough  to  justify  classing  these  notes  as  current.  None  of 
the  current  bibliographies  just  enumerated,  except  the  Krit- 
ische  Blatter,  makes  any  attempt  to  give  references  to  periodi- 
cal literature. 

Several  legal  periodicals  publish  excellent  current  bibliog- 
raphies of  the  legal  literature  of  particular  countries,  and 
cover  periodical  articles  as  well  as  books'"^. 

The  current  literature  of  international  law  is  perhaps  bet- 
ter covered  than  that  of  any  other  special  branch  of  political 
science.  Annual  bibliographies  are  published  in  the  Journal 
de  droit  international  prive,  and  in  the  Revue  Qenerale  de 
droit  international  public,  which  include  current  periodical 
literature,  and  although  not  exhaustive  they  are  fairly  com- 
plete. 

The  International  Institute  of  Bibliography  (Institut  Inter- 
national de  Bibliographic),  of  Brussels,  has  done  something 
in  the  publication  of  current  legal  and  political  science  bib- 
liographies, but  it  seems  to  have  attempted  more  than  it  can 
accomplish,  and  its  publications  to  the  present  have  not  been 
of  great  service' 5.  The  same  statement  may  be  made 
of  the  Institute's  annual  bibliography  of  political  economy,  of 
which  the  first  volume,  that  for  1902,  appeared  in  1903 '6. 

For  our  present  discussion  perhaps  the  most  interesting 
undertaking  is  the  recently  started  annual  bibliography  of 
German  law,  Jurisprudentia  Germaniae,  as  it  is  called,  listing 

14.  For  France:  Nouvelle  Revue  historique  de  droit. 
For  Italy:  Rivista  italiana  per  le  scienzegiuridiche. 
For  Switzerland:      Zeitschrift    fur   schweizerische    Rechl. 

For  the   Scandinavian  countries:    Tidsskrift  for   Retsvidenskab. 

15.  The  series  begun  were:  Bibliographia  juridica  gallica,  Bibliographia 
juridica   italica,    and   Bibliographia   juridica   portugalensis. 

16.  Bibliographia  economica  universalis.  See  also  its  Bibliographia  men- 
suelle  des  chemins  de  fer,  published  in  the  Bulletin  du  Congres  des  chemins 
de  fer. 
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all  books  and  all  periodical  literature  of  German  law  for  the 
year.  It  may  cast  some  light  upon  the  magnitude  of  the  plan 
which  we  are  discussing,  to  say  that  this  bibliography  of 
German  law  for  1 905  contains  over  1 7,000  separate  titles, 
and  covers  222  finely  printed  pages^^.  A  bibliography 
of  legal  literature  alone  would  be  a  larger  undertaking  than 
that  of  the  Index  Medicus.  A  consolidated  catalogue  of  the 
current  literature  of  the  social  sciences  can  be  compared  in 
magnitude  only  with  the  International  Catalogue  of  Scien- 
tific Literature,  and  if  such  an  undertaking  were  attempted, 
would  require  a  complicated  international  organization. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  work  now  being  done  in  the 
bibliography  of  political  science  and  law,  indicates  that  there 
is  much  yet  to  do.  The  field  is  not  properly  occupied,  and 
the  question  presents  itself,  of  what  may  be  done  in  the  near 
future  to  make  current  literature  of  this  subject  more  avail- 
able to  students.  The  ideal  would  be  a  critical  bibliography 
of  important  publications,  but  that  is  almost  out  of  the  ques- 
tion, and  all  that  we  can  hope  for  is  a  currently  issued  list  of 
important  books  and  periodical  articles.  Those  who  keep 
in  touch  with  economic  literature  realize  how  valuable  is  the 
list  of  "recent  publications  upon  economics,'*  printed  in  each 
number  of  the  Quarterly  fournal  of  Economics.  Such  a  list 
is  not  complete,  but  it  is  very  useful,  and  it  would  be  well  if 
some  of  our  periodicals  of  political  science  would  undertake 
a  similar  plan. 

The  preparation  of  lists  of  current  publications  is  no  easy 
task.  Perhaps  no  one  individual  could  prepare  such  a  list, 
but  if  specialists  in  the  several  fields  could  be  persuaded  to 
prepare  quarterly  lists  of  the  literature  of  their  subjects,  the 
published  result  would  be  of  great  value.    Reviews  and  notes 

17.  Jurisprudenria  Germanise.  1905.  Bibliographie  der  deutschen 
Gesetzebung  und  Rechtswissenschaft  ....  Gesammelt  von  Georg  Maas. 
Berlin,  Moeser,   1906. 
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give  critical  comments  upon  the  most  important  books,  but 
not  all  of  the  important  literature  can  be  so  reviewed.  If 
some  such  plan  as  this  were  adopted  by  one  of  our  special 
journals,  we  will  have  partially  removed  one  of  the  greatest 
difficulties  which  now  faces  students  of  current  political 
questions. 

It  is  worth  while  to  discuss  large  plans,  but  can  we  not 
attempt  a  more  humble  undertaking,  and  one  of  present  at- 
tainment and  of  present  usefulness?  From  the  experience 
gained  in  the  preparation  of  such  smaller  bibliographies,  may 
be  worked  out  plans  for  a  more  comprehensive  undertaking 
in  the  future. 

In  this  discussion  I  have  made  no  allusion  to  schemes  of 
classification  and  to  the  practical  problems  involved  in  biblio- 
graphical work  of  the  character  here  under  discussion.  Such 
problems  could  be  best  worked  out  through  the  smaller 
undertakings  suggested  above.  Questions  of  classification 
and  arrangement  would  be  of  fairly  easy  solution  if  compe- 
tent persons  can  be  had  to  devote  their  entire  time  to  such 
bibliographical  work. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  MUNICIPAL  GOVERN- 
MENT 

Professor  William  Bennett  Munro,  Harvard  University 

I  VENTURE  to  say  just  a  word  or  two  with  reference  to 
the  necessity,  scope,  and  method  of  the  proposed  bibliog- 
raphy from  the  standpoint  of  students  of  municipal  govern- 
ment. 

In  this  particular  realm  we  are  perhaps  better  provided  for 
in  the  way  of  bibliography  than  in  almost  any  of  the  other 
fields  of  political  science.  Some  eight  or  nine  years  ago  Pro- 
fessor R.  C.  Brooks,  now  of  Haverford  College,  undertook 
the  compilation  of  a  bibliography  of  municipal  problems  and 
city  conditions  in  various  countries.  His  efforts  resulted  in 
the  publication  of  a  volume  of  about  350  closely  printed 
pages,  which,  in  point  of  comprehensiveness,  accuracy,  and 
systematic  arrangement  is  everything  that  a  model  bibliog- 
raphy ought  to  be.  This  bibliography  covers  all  the  mon- 
ographic material  as  well  as  all  the  incidental  data  which 
can  profitably  be  used  in  the  study  of  municipal  adminis- 
tration in  any  of  the  leading  countries  of  Europe  as  well  as 
of  the  United  States.  It  is  complete  within  its  scope  down 
to  the  year  1901. 

But,  as  everyone  knows,  changes  take  place  very  rapidly 
in  this  field — more  rapidly,  perhaps,  than  in  any  other  de- 
partment of  political  science.  The  yearly  accumulations  of 
new  material  are  very  large  and  very  important;  hence  a 
bibliography  which  was  complete  six  or  seven  years  ago  is 
to-day  of  comparatively  slight  service,  and  depreciates  further 
in  value  as  each  year  goes  by. 

It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  what  is  now  most  needed  is 
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some  compilation  which  will  bring  Professor  Brooks'  work 
down  to  date.  This  task  would  not  be  such  an  arduous  one 
for  there  have  been  brought  together  at  various  European 
centres  such  as  the  MagistratsSibliothek/in  Berlin,  the  ^ib- 
liotheque  de  la  Prefecture  in  Paris,  and  the  library  of  the 
London  County  Council  most  of  the  serviceable  data  of  the 
past  half-dozen  years.  As  an  evidence  of  the  rapidity  with 
which  the  materials  in  this  field  accumulate,  I  might  merely 
mention  the  fact  that  since  1901  there  have  appeared  more 
than  one  hundred  monographs  of  various  sorts  and  sizes  re- 
lating to  the  government  and  administration  of  French  cities 
alone.  Without  any  regular  publication  in  the  United  States 
devoting  itself  exclusively  to  this  field,  the  task  of  keeping 
track  of  this  mass  of  data  becomes  a  bewildering  one.  What 
I  should  like  to  see  is  a  compilation  bringing  Brooks'  Bib- 
liography down  to  date  and  then  keeping  it  up  to  date  by  the 
issue  of  quarterly  or  yearly  publications  containing  at  least 
the  more  important  reports,  monographs,  review  articles  and 
so  on.  If  necessary  the  scope  of  the  publication  could  be 
restricted  to  the  three  or  four  leading  countries. 

I  think  I  can  confidently  testify  to  the  high  value  which 
such  a  compilation  would  have  alike  to  the  teacher  and  to 
the  student  of  municipal  government.  It  is,  perhaps,  possible 
that  the  assistance  of  organizations  like  the  National  Munic- 
ipal League  of  the  United  States  might  be  enlisted  in  the 
work,  for  this  influential  organization  has  on  more  than  one 
occasion  shown  in  a  substantial  way  its  readiness  to  aid  the 
scientific  and  accurate  study  of  municipal  questions  both  at 
home  and  abroad.  Our  plea  is  not  for  any  new  and  elabo- 
rate compilation  involving  much  time  and  heavy  expense, 
but  merely  for  a  continuation  of  bibliographical  work  already 
so  well  begun. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  COLONIAL  GOVERN- 
MENT 

Professor  P.  S.  Reinsch,  University  of  Wisconsin 
D  EFERRING  specially  to  the  Colonial  Administration 
A  ^.   of  Dependencies  and  Insular  Administration,  there  are 
no   satisfactory   bibliographies   in   this   branch   of   political 
science. 

The  only  complete  bibliography  ever  attempted  in  any 
one  language  is  that  of  Hoogkaas  relating  to  the  Dutch  Pos- 
sessions. This  has  been  continued,  but  not  brought  entirely 
down  to  date.  The  Germans  have  an  annual  bibliography 
(Brose)  which  is  not  critical,  but  only  gives  the  titles  of  all 
German  publications  on  colonies  and  colonial  science.  There 
are,  of  course,  a  large  number  of  reviews  appearing  in  the 
general  economic  and  political  periodicals,  but  it  must  be 
said  that  the  reviews  of  colonial  books  in  general  are  not  as 
discriminating  as  might  be  desired.  It  may,  perhaps,  be  said 
that  the  French  have  on  the  whole  the  most  discriminating 
group  of  specialists  who  review  and  who  do  bibliographical 
work.  It  is,  of  course,  a  well-known  fact  that  the  French 
have  the  most  ambitious  colonial  literature;  whereas  the 
English,  who  have  the  greatest  success  in  practical  colonial 
government,  have  a  very  small  colonial  literature. 

It  is  strange  that  the  reviews  that  deal  especially  with 
colonial  matters  are  not  more  numerous.  The  Journal  of  the 
Royal  Colonial  Institute,  while  it  gives  a  fairly  long  list  of 
colonial  publications,  is  very  neutral  in  its  comments  and  its 
reviews,  therefore,  cannot  be  used  as  a  basis  for  critical  work. 
The  same  is  true  of  the  principal  German  periodical,  the 
*  *Kolonial-Zeitung. 

Now,  to  be  brief,  what  is  needed  for  our  special  purpose, 
and  also  in  general  for  the  other  nations  who  are  interested 
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in  the  development  of  the  outlying  regions,  is  that  there 
should  be  an  cinnual  or  semi-annual  bibliography,  covering 
the  whole  field.  But  our  special  crying  need,  is  a  bibliog- 
raphy of  the  legislative  material.  The  record  of  the  legisla- 
tion of  parliaments,  and  of  the  legislation  of  the  colonial 
councils  is  inaccessible,  and  it  has  not  been  systematized  in  a 
bibliographical  way.  A  work  of  that  kind  would  be  a 
work  of  extreme  utility,  because  it  is  very  difficult  to  get  in- 
formation on  these  important  subjects.  If  to  that  could  be 
added  a  complete  bibliography  on  the  ordinances  containing 
administrative  legislation  for  the  colonies,  we  should  be  in  a 
better  position  to  carry  on  a  systematic  study  of  this  important 
subject. 

But  I  should  follow  out  the  suggestion  made  by  Mr.  Dodd, 
that  specialists  make  it  an  object  to  furnish  to  some  periodi- 
cal a  bibliography  on  the  separate  parts  of  political  science. 

If  we  had  a  semi-annual  bibliography,  divided  perhaps 
into  legislative  and  administrative  documents,  general  works, 
monographs,  and  periodical  articles;  if  that  could  be  pub- 
lished in  one  of  our  reviews — I  will  say,  the  American-Politi- 
cal  Science  Review — if  a  special  part  on  colonial  legislation 
could  be  included,  I  think  a  very  useful  work  could  be  done. 

As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  field  is,  of  course,  an  exceedingly 
important  one,  because  it  involves  the  relations  between  the 
more  settled  countries  and  all  outlying  parts  of  the  world, 
and  to  make  that  material  more  accessible  is  a  most  important 
work.  In  other  lines  we  have  at  least  made  a  beginning,  but 
in  the  bibliographical  work  with  respect  to  colonial  legisla- 
tion, we  have  hardly  done  as  much  as  that.  In  closing,  I 
would  suggest  that  the  publication  of  a  technical  review  of 
the  social  sciences,  similar  to  the  "Kritische  Blatter  fuer  die 
gesamte  Sozialwissenschqft"  would  be  a  very  useful  under- 
taking. 


BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  INTERNATIONAL  LAW 

Professor  George   G.Wilson,  Brown  University 

AS  there  remains  very  little  time,  it  is  possible  merely  to 
mention  three  points  in  regard  to  the  bibliography  of 
international  law.  First,  very  little  has  been  done  in  the  great 
field  of  the  bibliography  of  international  law.  Second, 
there  are  many  needs  in  this  field.  Third,  these  needs  may 
best  be  met  by  wide  co-operation  in  the  preparation  of  such 
a  bibliography. 

In  regard  to  the  first  point,  it  may  be  said  that  there  have 
been  few  attempts  at  a  bibliography  of  international  law, 
and  that  these  attempts  have,  in  the  main,  yielded  very  un- 
satisfactory results.  Indeed,  one  of  these  bibliographies 
often  mentioned  classifies  books  on  diplomatics  under  diplo- 
macy. A  beginning  has  been  made  in  making  a  joint  cata- 
logue of  the  books  on  international  law  in  the  Wheaton 
collection  in  Brown  University,  the  Bemis  collection  in  the 
Boston  Athenaeum,  and  in  the  Naval  War  College  Library 
at  Newport.  The  Wheaton  collection  specializes  in  texts; 
the  Bemis  collection,  in  state  papers;  and  the  War  College 
in  maritime  international  law. 

In  considering  the  needs  of  a  bibliography  of  international 
law,  it  is  evident  that  these  are  quite  different  from  the  needs 
in  the  bibliographies  in  the  physical  sciences.  For  instance, 
in  the  case  of  a  treaty  negotiation,  one  might  desire  to  know 
not  merely  of  treaties  finally  adopted,  but  of  the  stages 
reached  in  a  given  negotiation,  whether  a  treaty  was  merely 
discussed  or  signed,  or  ratified,  or  proclaimed.  To  have  a 
bibliography  which  would  give  help  in  obtaining  such  facts 
would  often  save  many  hours  of  search. 

Finally  it  may  be  said  that  co-operation  is  particularly 
necessary  in  the  preparation  of  a  bibliography  in  interna- 
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tional  law.  The  subject  by  nature  relates  to  all  states  of 
the  world,  may  refer  to  matters  of  peace  or  war,  and  de- 
velops as  states  enter  upon  new  relations.  The  bibliography 
should  properly  refer  to  a  wide  range  of  sources,  documents, 
texts,  cases,  opinions  of  authorities,  etc.  Without  broadest 
co-operation,  such  material  cannot  be  gathered  for  a  single 
state,  much  less  for  the  world,  which  is  the  fiield  of  inter- 
national law. 

The  problem  of  supplying  a  bibliography  in  interna- 
tional law  is  certainly  worthy  of  the  consideration  of  this 
Society. 


On  motion  of  Dr.  Richardson, 
it  was  voted,  that  the  president 
appoint  a  committee  on  an  inter- 
national catalogue  of  the  current 
literature  of  the  social  sciences, 
said  committee  to  have  authority 
to  represent  the  society  in  a  joint 


committee  of  American  societies 
interested  in  such  a  catalogue, 
and  to  ask  other  societies  inter- 
ested to  unite  in  forming  such  a 
joint  committee. 

Adjourned  at  6  p.m. 


SESSIONS  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  DECEMBER  27,  1906 


A  session  of  the  Council  of 
the  Bibliographical  Society  of 
America,  was  held  in  the  John 
Carter  Brown  Library  at  9  a.m., 
Messrs.  Lane,  Thwaites,  Rich- 
ardson and  Johnston  were  pres- 
ent; President  Lane  in  the  chair. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  Thwaites,  it 
was  voted,  that  the  List  of  incun- 
abula, when  printed,  be  issued 
as  a  special  publication.  Ad- 
journed at  10  a.m. 

A  session  of  the  Council  ol 
the  Bibliographical  Society  was 
held  in  the  John  Carter  Brovni 
Library  at  9  p.m.,  Messrs.  Lane, 
Richardson,   Bain   and  Johnston 


were  present;  President  Lane  in 
the  chair.  On  motion  of  Dr. 
Richardson,  it  was  voted,  to 
authorize  the  expenditure  for  the 
publications  of  the  society  of  a 
sum  not  to  exceed  two-thirds  of 
the  receipts  from  annual  fees,  and 
to  request  the  Committee  on  a 
record  of  current  bibliography  to 
provide,  if  possible,  for  the  pub- 
lication in  1907  of  a  quarterly 
bulletin,  to  include  notes  of  cur- 
rent American  bibliographical 
publications  and  bibliographies 
in  progress,  together  with  the 
papers  and  proceedings.  Ad- 
journed at  1 0  p.m. 
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society.  held  may  25  and  28,  1907 


TTHE  sixth  semi-annual  meeting 
*•  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
Asheville,  N.  C,  in  conjunction 
with  the  annual  conference  of  the 
American  Library  Association. 
The  first  session  took  place  on 
Saturday  evening,  May  25th, 
1907.  Eighty-eight  persons  were 
present  when  President  Lane  took 
the  chair,  and  others  arriving  later 
raised  the  total  attendance  to 
nearly  150.  The  President  in 
his  opening  remarks  referred  to 
the  point  of  view  of  the  biblio- 
grapher as  distinguished  from  that 
of  the  librarian,  and  spoke  of  the 
work  of  the  Society,  now  under 
way  or  in  prospect,  namely,  var- 
ious check  lists,  a  List  of  Incu- 
nabula in  America,  and  a  new 
edition  of  the  Handbook  of 
special  collections  in  American 
libraries.  He  called  attention, 
also,  to  the  new  Bulletin,  the  first 
number  of  which  was  then  on  the 
press,  and  of  which  it  was  pro- 
posed to  issue  two,  or  possibly 
four,  numbers  annually. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 
tary, his  report  was  not  presented. 
The  Treasurer  acted  as  secretary 
for  this  session.  The  Treasurer's 
report  was  read,  showing  receipts 
during  the  past  year:  from  mem- 
bership fees  for  the  current  and 
previous  years,  $366;  from  sale 


of  Proceedings  and  Papers,  Part 
I.,  $24;  one  life  membership 
(E.  p.  Church),  $50;  interest 
on  life  membership  fund,  $3; 
total,  $443,  which,  with  the  bal- 
ance on  hand  at  the  beginning  of 
the  year,  gave  a  total  of  cash  on 
hand  of  $1,236.36.  Deduct- 
ing current  expenses,  $427.31 
(of  which  $325  represents  the 
cost  of  printing  the  first  part  of 
the  Proceedings  and  Papers)  left 
a  balance  to  date  of  $809.05,  of 
which  $200  constituted  the  life 
membership  fund,  and  $609.05 
the  general  fund,  available  for 
current  expenses.  Applying  the 
rule  voted  by  the  Council  that  not 
more  than  two-thirds  of  the  an- 
nual income  should  be  used  for 
publications,  it  was  found  that  the 
amount  available  for  publishing 
the  second  part  of  the  Proceed- 
ings and  Papers  (which  will  bear 
date  of  1906)  is  $474.45.  Mr. 
Paltsits,  of  the  Publication  Com- 
mittee, stated  that  the  first  pub- 
lication had  been  issued  at  a  loss 
to  the  printer  and  that  the  amount 
paid,  $325,  could  not  be  taken  as 
a  fair  basis  for  estimating  the  cost 
of  the  second  publication,  now  in 
the  hands  of  the  committee,  which 
he  thought  might  be  between 
$500  and  $600. 

The    report    of    Mr.     John 
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Thomson  on  the  List  of  Incuna- 
bula was  read  by  the  President. 

The  President  spoke  of  the 
difficulty  of  securing  the  means 
for  publishing  this  important  list; 
he  had  hoped  that  a  member  of 
the  Society  might  consent  to  de- 
fray the  cost,  but  for  the  present 
there  was  no  definite  report  to  be 
made  on  this  matter.  The  possi- 
bility that  the  list  might  be 
brought  out  by  the  Library  of 
Congress  had  also  been  con- 
sidered. Mr.  T.  L.  Cole  pre- 
sented a  detailed  report  from  the 
Committee  on  colonial  laws. 

The  report  closed  with  a  reso- 
lution: that  a  committee  on  Con- 
necticut laws  be  appointed.  Car- 
ried. Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson 
rendered  a  verbal  report  of  prog- 
ress from  the  Committee  on  an 
International  catalogue  of  publi- 
cations in  the  historical  and  social 
sciences,  stating  that  the  project 
of  compiling  an  index  to  publica- 
tions in  these  fields  was  not  one 
to  be  rashly  entered  upon;  that 
there  were  2,500  historical  per- 
iodicals alone;  that  committees 
had  been  appointed  by  the  Eco- 
nomic and  Historical  Associa- 
tions, and  that  this  Society  might 
as  well  add  its  part.  It  would 
be  necessary,  first  of  all,  to  devise 
some  practical  scheme  of  co- 
ordination. 

The   program   of   the   session 


was  devoted  to  a  consideration  of 
the  First  presses  of  the  Southern 
states.  Dr.  T.  M.  Owen,  whose 
subject  was  the  First  presses  of 
Florida,  Mississippi  and  Ala- 
bama, stated  that  he  had  con- 
cluded to  devote  most  of  his  paper 
to  Alabama  presses,  leaving  the 
other  states  to  be  covered  later 
by  other  investigators. 

The  paper  on  North  Carolina 
presses,  by  Dr.  Stephen  B. 
Weeks,  was  read  by  title.  A.  S. 
Salley,  Jr.,  gave  an  account  of 
the  presses  of  South  Carolina. 
Adjourned  at  10:30  p.  m. 

Report  of  the  Secretary. 

The  membership  of  the  Society 
has  increased  during  the  year 
from  144  to  202.  Of  the  pres- 
ent members,  it  is  interesting  to 
note,  29  are  residents  of  New 
York,  24  of  Chicago,  22  of 
Washington  and  10  of  Boston. 
6  are  residents  of  Europe. 

Meetings  have  been  held  in 
connection  with  the  American 
Library  Association  at  Narragan- 
sett  Pier,  July,  1 906,  and  in  con- 
nection with  the  American  His- 
torical Association  and  allied 
societies  in  Providence,  Decem- 
ber 27,  1906. 

The  Papers  and  Proceedings 
of  these  meetings  are  in  the  hands 
of  the  Publication  committee  and 
will  be  published  immediately. 
Some  of  the  papers  were  not  re- 
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ceived  by  the  Secretary  until  late 
in  February.  In  order  to  avoid 
similar  delays  in  the  publication  of 
the  proceedings  in  the  future  the 
Secretary  has  asked  contributors 
to  the  program  to  furnish  him 
with  copies  of  their  papers  at  the 
time  of  the  meeting.  For  the 
same  reason  and  also  with  the 
view  to  securing  their  proper  con- 
sideration by  the  Council,  he  has 


asked  chairmen  of  committees  to 
prepare  written  reports  and  send 
them  to  the  Secretary  at  least  five 
days  before  the  time  of  meeting. 
It  has  also  been  suggested  that 
publication  of  the  proceedings 
might  be  expedited  by  issuing 
them  in  semi-annual  parts  immed- 
iately after  meetings  instead  of 
annually. 

W.  Dawson  Johnston. 


REPORT  ON  THE  CHECK  LIST  OF  INCUNABULA 
OWNED  IN  AMERICA 


May  24,  1907. 
The  Handlist  of  Incunabula 
owned  in  America  was  originally 
planned  by  Mr.  John  Thomson, 
Librarian  of  the  Free  Library  at 
Philadelphia,  who  gathered  over 
two  thousand  titles  for  the  pro- 
posed volume.  Work  on  this 
Handlist  was  discontinued  after 
two  years'  time,  owing  to  lack  of 
necessary  funds.  The  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America,  at 
its  meeting  in  1904,  offered  to 
bring  out  this  Handlist  of  In- 
cunabula as  one  of  its  publica- 
tions. This  offer  was  accepted 
by  the  Free  Library  of  Phila- 
delphia, the  material  already  col- 
lected was  turned  over  to  the 
Bibliographical  Society  and  work 
on  the  compilation  of  the  Hand- 
list was  resumed  early  in  1905. 


The  material  on  hand,  which 
was  in  the  form  of  letters,  manu- 
script lists,  cards,  and  pages  of 
printed  catalogues,  was  examined 
and  a  card  index  of  all  titles  re- 
ceived was  made  and  arranged 
alphabetically  under  the  names  of 
authors.  It  was  proposed  to  pre- 
pare an  alphabetical  author-list 
of  these  titles,  giving  under  each 
entry  a  transcript  of  the  title- 
page  or  opening  sentence,  a  tran- 
script of  the  colophon,  number  of 
leaves,  of  lines  to  a  page,  register 
of  signatures,  size  of  volume  and 
style  of  type,  with  bibliographical 
references  to  Hain,  Copingcr  and 
Proctor.  The  names  of  libraries 
in  which  copies  of  the  volumes 
could  be  found  were  to  follow, 
giving  after  each  name  descriptive 
notes  of  individual  copies  where 
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such  notes  were  furnished,  and 
variations  in  printing  of  title  or 
colophon  where  these  differed 
from  Hain.  The  plan  of  print- 
ing each  entry  on  a  separate 
sheet,  which  should  contain  also 
a  facsimile  of  the  page  of  the 
volume  described,  the  whole 
work  to  be  issued  in  a  series  of 
portfolios,  was  considered.  At 
the  meeting  of  the  Biblio- 
graphical Society  of  America  in 
December,  1905,  it  was  decided 
that  this  form  would  involve  too 
much  time  in  preparation  and  ex- 
pense in  printing,  and  that  a 
simple  check  list,  arranged  alpha- 
betically by  authors,  should  be 
prepared  instead. 

Work  was  resumed  on  this 
amended  plan,  which  limited 
each  printed  entry  to  the  author, 
brief  title,  place,  printer  and  date, 
number  of  leaves,  of  lines  to  a 
page,  register  of  signatures,  size 
and  style  of  type,  with  references 
to  Hain,  Copinger  and  Proctor, 
followed  by  the  names  of  the  li- 
braries in  which  copies  of  the 
volumes  might  be  found,  and  by 
descriptive  notes  of  individual 
copies  where  such  notes  were  re- 
ported by  contributors.  Letters 
were  sent  to  those  libraries  and 
private  owners  who  had  already 
furnished  titles  of  their  possessions 
to  Mr.  Thomson,  asking  them  for 
the  titles  of  any  Incunabula 
which  they  had  added  to  their 


collections  since  the  date  of  their 
first  contributions.  Many  addi- 
tions to  the  material  on  hand 
were  received  as  a  result  of  this 
request. 

The  form  of  entry  in  the 
Check  list  of  Incunabula  has 
been  still  further  simpli^ed  by  the 
omission  of  the  particulars  of  col- 
lation, i.  e.,  the  number  of  leaves, 
of  lines  to  a  page,  register  of  sig- 
natures, and  style  of  type,  retain- 
ing the  size  of  the  volume  only. 
This  omission  has  been  decided 
upon  in  deference  to  the  objec- 
tions expressed  by  members  of  the 
B.  S.  A.,  who  maintained  that 
the  printing  of  these  particulars 
added  to  the  expense  and  to  the 
probable  increase  of  printers* 
errors,  while  the  particulars  them- 
selves did  not  add  to  the  value  of 
the  list.  It  was  held  on  the 
contrary  that  by  retaining  the 
particulars  of  collation,  owners 
of  Incunabula  who  had  no 
copies  of  Hain  nor  Copinger, 
could  see  if  their  volumes  agreed 
with  the  entries  in  the  Check  list 
in  these  details,  and  would  be 
enabled  to  identify  them  thereby, 
particularly  in  the  case  of  works 
published  without  the  name  of 
place,  printer  or  date. 

Material  on  hand:  At  the 
present  time,  the  material  on 
hand  for  inclusion  in  the  Check 
list  of  Incunabula  comprises 
4,812  titles,  representing  ninety- 
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four  Public  Libraries*  institutions, 
and  private  owners,  separated  as 
follows : 
58  Public  Libraries 

or  Institutions.   3312  titles 
36  Private  owners.    1500     " 

94  Contributors,  with 

a  total  of....  4812  ** 
Additions  promised:  The  B. 
S.  A.  has  been  fortunate  in  se- 
curing through  the  eflForts  of 
several  individual  members,  con- 
tributions of  titles  of  Incunabula 
in  two  large  and  important  pri- 
vate collections,  whose  owners 
consent  to  the  inclusion  of  their 
possessions  on  condition  that  their 
names  shall  not  be  printed  in  the 
Check  list.  Over  1500  titles, 
including  those  of  many  rare  and 
interesting   volumes,   will   be   se- 


cured for  the  Check  list  from 
these  two  sources  alone.  778  of 
these  titles  have  already  been  re- 
ceived in  the  past  three  months, 
and  the  remainder  will  be  pre- 
pared and  sent  in  during  the  sum- 
mer. About  225  additional 
titles  are  expected  from  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  and  from  50 
to  60  titles  will  be  sent  by  the 
State  Library  at  Albany,  New 
York. 

Completed  copy:  Copy  for 
the  Section  A — D  is  completed, 
and  contains  over  1500  titles, 
not  quite  one-third  of  the  ma- 
terial on  hand.  It  is  hoped  that 
the  manuscript  for  the  entire 
Check  list  v/ill  be  ready  by  the 
end  of  this  year. 

John  Thomson, 

Chairman. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  COLONIAL  LAWS 


To  the  Bibliographical  Society 
of  America: 

Your  Committee,  appointed 
under  the  resolution  adopted  at 
the  Providence  meeting  in  De- 
cember, 1906, 

"Voted,  that  a  special  com- 
mittee be  appointed  to  consider 
the  subject  of  a  Union  catalog  of 
American  Colonial  Laws  and  to 
co-operate  with  other  societies  in- 
terested," 


reports  as  follows: 

It  has,  as  instructed,  duly 
considered  the  subject  of  such  a 
catalog  and  presents,  below,  the 
results  of  such  consideration. 
But  it  has  been  unable,  as  yet,  to 
co-operate  with  any  other  so- 
cieties, for  the  reason  that  the 
committee  of  the  Association  of 
American  Law  Schools,  the  only 
Society  which  has,  so  far,  taken 
any  action  in  regard  to  such  a 
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catalog,  has  not  yet  held  a  meet- 
ing, although  it  was  appointed  in 
September  last.  The  chairman 
of  that  committee  was  duly  ad- 
vised of  the  formation  of  your 
committee  and  of  its  desire  to  co- 
operate, but  the  last  advices  from 
him  (April  15)  were  that  no 
meeting  of  his  committee  could 
be  held  for  a  month  or  more. 
Your  Committee  has  had  there- 
fore to  do  the  best  it  could  en- 
tirely alone  **up  to  the  present 
writing.** 

In  its  consideration  of  a  Union 
catalog  of  American  Colonial 
Laws,  your  Committee  had  be- 
fore it  the  plans  briefly  described 
at  the  Providence  meeting  last 
December,  as  the  result  of  which 
description,  and  of  the  discussion 
which  followed,  your  Committee 
was  appointed.  It  believes  that 
the  first  of  these  plans — that  of 
a  joint  committee  of  39  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  Association  of 
American  Law  Schools,  Ameri- 
can Historical  Association  and 
this  Society,  1 3  from  each  Asso- 
ciation and  1  for  each  colony 
from  each  Association,  forming 
1 3  committees  of  3  persons  each, 
one  a  professor  of  law,  one  a 
professor  of  history,  and  the  3rd 
a  librarian — ^would  produce  or- 
ganizations which,  however  bril- 
liant and  pleasing  to  contemplate 
in  themselves,  would,  in  opera- 
tion,   prove    both   unmanageable 


and  inefficient,  as  well  as  wholly 
unnecessary,  for  the  simple  and 
practical  purpose  in  hand.  Your 
Committee  therefore  has  given  its 
whole  attention  to  more  direct 
and  immediate  methods  for  ac- 
complishing the  desired  ends. 

The  plan,  on  which  such  Un- 
ion lists  have  been  usually  pre- 
pared, it  believes,  has  been  for 
each  of  the  co-operating  libraries 
to  make  a  list  of  all  of  the  books 
it  has,  included  within  the  scope 
of  the  Union  list.  There  is, 
however,  necessarily  a  waste  of 
effort  in  doing  this,  since  much, 
if  not  most,  of  the  work  is  done 
over  and  over  again  by  each 
library  in  listing  the  books  in  each 
library  common  to  all,  or  to 
many,  of  the  libraries.  A  modi- 
fication of  this  plan  (which  was 
also  outlined  at  our  December 
meeting)  seemed  to  your  Com- 
mittee to  be  a  great  improvement 
as  avoiding  this  waste  of  effort, 
viz.,  having  lists  prepared  in  ad- 
vance, including,  as  far  as  possi- 
ble, all  known  books  included 
within  the  scope  of  the  Union 
list,  and  then  sending  them  to 
the  co-operating  libraries  for 
checking  (to  show  which  of  its 
items  each  has)  and  also  for 
such  additions  and  corrections  as 
each  can  make.  This  is,  in  sub- 
stance, the  plan  adopted  and  now 
in  successful  operation  by  the 
large  Prussian  libraries  in  their 
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gigantic  co-operative  undertaking 
known  as  their  "Gesamt-Kata- 
log.** 

The  steps  necessary  to  the  car- 
rying out  of  this  plan,  are: 

1st.  The  making  of  the  pre- 
liminary lists; 

2nd.  Selecting  the  libraries 
to  be  included,  and  supervising 
the  circulation  of  the  lists  among 
them; 

3rd.  Consolidating  the  lists 
into  manuscript  union  lists;  and 

4th.  Printing  the  manuscript 
union  lists. 

The  primary  problem,  in  this 
plan,  and  perhaps  the  most  se- 
rious of  all,  is  the  1st,  the  mak- 
ing of  the  preliminary  lists.  It 
and  the  4th,  the  printing  of  the 
final  lists,  are  the  only  ones  of 
the  4  that  involve  serious  expen- 
diture of  time,  labor,  or  money. 

The  preliminary  lists  may  be 
obtained  in  two  ways. 

1st.  By  having  them  pre- 
pared by  certain  of  the  co-operat- 
ing libraries ;  or 

2nd.  By  having  them  pre- 
pared by  a  central  committee  (or 
bureau),  leaving  to  the  co-operat- 
ing libraries  only  the  checking 
and  the  making  of  additions  and 
corrections. 

The  only  advantages  of  the 
1st  of  these  pirns  over  the  2nd 
are  financial.  As  stated,  the  only 
considerable  expenditure  of  time, 
and  labor  prior  to  printing  the 


lists  would  be  those  of  prepar- 
ing the  preliminary  lists  for  cir- 
culation among  the  co-operating 
libraries  and  if  this  could  be  di- 
vided among  a  number  of  them, 
there  would  be  need  for  practi- 
cally no  expenditure  of  money. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  disad- 
vantages of  this  plan  for  our  pur- 
pose are  that,  as  few  libraries 
would  be  sufficiently  well  equipt, 
both  with  the  books  to  be  listed 
and  with  time  on  the  part  of  their 
force,  a  comparatively  small 
number  of  libraries  would  have  to 
bear  all  the  labor  and  expense  of 
preparing  the  lists.  It  is  doubt- 
ful that  it  could  be  safely  di- 
vided among  as  many  as  13, 
since  only  about  7  of  the  States 
have  libraries  within  their  borders 
equipt  both  with  a  large  number 
of  the  books  to  be  included  and 
with  the  large  force  necessary  to 
make  satisfactory  lists.  Again, 
many  libraries  would  lack  either 
many  of  the  books  to  be  listed 
or  the  already  existing  lists  of 
other  collections  of  such  books 
from  which  to  make  up  the  com- 
plete lists  which  it  is  most  desira- 
ble to  have  as  preliminary  lists. 

The  advantages  of  the  2nd 
plan,  of  having  a  central  bureau 
to  make  the  preliminary  lists,  are 
that  the  co-operating  libraries 
would  have  only  to  check,  cor- 
rect, and  pass  on  the  lists;  the 
lists  would  be  uniform  and   as 
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complete  as  the  use  of  all  exist- 
ing aids  could  make  them;  the 
lists  could  be  multiplied  so  that 
many  could  be  sent  out  at  once, 
shortening  by  many  months,  the 
time  necessary  for  checking  them ; 
the  circulation  of  the  lists  from 
library  to  library  could  be  super- 
vised and  directed  instead  of  be- 
ing more  or  less  haphazard. 
And,  in  short,  this  plan  would 
have  all  the  advantages  that  the 
management  by  a  businesslike 
and  expert  body  has  over  volun- 
tary amateur  effort.  But,  the 
one  disadvantage  it  has  is  that  it 
would  require  some  money  to 
conduct  its  operations,  not  much, 
but  enough  to  pay,  1st,  for  ordi- 
nary copying  on  the  typewriter 
and  manifolding;  2nd,  for  some- 
what higher  priced  services  in 
reducing  long  titles  to  check  list 
titles,  etc. ;  and  3rd,  for  editorial 
supervision  by  an  expert  to  in- 
sure that  the  lists  (only  13  in 
all)  were  properly  made  and  as 
complete  as  possible.  This,  with 
something  additional  for  station- 
ery and  other  material  and  for 
postage  would  be  all  the  money 
that  the  central  bureau  would 
need.  The  co-operating  libraries 
* 'would  do  the  rest."  Another 
advantage  of  this  plan  would  be 
that  the  committee  to  consolidate 
the  lists  into  the  union  catalog 
and  to  get  it  printed  would  be 
already   formed  and  ready   for 


this  part  of  the  work  when  the 
time  came. 

Your  Committee  has  also  the 
promise  from  a  friend  of  this  en- 
terprise, who  already  has  per- 
haps more  nearly  complete  data 
than  any  other  one  person  as  to 
what  books,  which  should  be  in- 
cluded in  the  catalog,  exist  and 
where  they  are.  that  he  will  place 
all  his  material  and  memoranda 
at  the  service  of  a  bureau  ap- 
pointed by  this  Society  and  fur- 
nished with  the  funds  to  pay  its 
absolutely  necessary  expenses. 

Therefore,  on  the  whole,  your 
Committee  is  strongly  of  the  opin- 
ion that  the  plan  of  such  a  central 
bureau  would  be  by  all  means  the 
better  one,  in  this  case,  at  least. 

This,  however,  leaves  the 
printing  of  such  a  Union  list  still 
to  be  provided  for,  but  your 
Committee  (while  unable  to  re- 
port positive  promises)  has  had 
favorable  consideration  of  this 
printing  and  feels  sure  that  not 
the  slightest  difficulty  will  be  en- 
countered in  getting  it  done  in 
the  most  acceptable  manner  and 
in  an  edition  large  enough  to  se- 
cure its  wide  distribution  among 
librarians  and  scholars  free,  or  at 
a  nominal  price. 

There  are,  however,  many 
things  about  the  plan  recom- 
mended that  are  still  somewhat 
problematical — how  much  time 
and,   consequently,     how     much 
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money — will  be  needed  in  pre- 
paring the  13  preliminary  lists; 
how  many  of  the  libraries  se- 
lected to  co-operate  will  do  their 
work  and  how  well ;  how  the  cir- 
culation of  these  lists  had  best  be 
managed;  and  how  much  labor 
and  expense  will  be  involved  in 
consolidating  them  into  one  list 
for  each  colony ;  etc. ;  etc.  Your 
Committee,  therefore,  thinks  that 
it  would  be  well  to  make  an  ex- 
periment with  one  such  list  (i.  e., 
the  list  of  one  colony)  on  the 
plan  that  it  recommends,  before 
going  on  with  the  other  twelve, 
and  it  so  happens  that  there  is 
one  such  list  that  can  be  prepared 
with  very  little  expenditure  of 
time.  labor,  or  money. 

There  already  exists  an  ex- 
haustive Bibliographical  List  of 
the  Connecticut  Laws  prepared 
by  Mr.  A.  C.  Bates,  Librarian 
Connecticut  Historical  Society. 
This  list  is  more  detailed  and  in- 
clusive than  our  practical  needs 
require  and  its  titles  are  longer 
than  would  be  advisable  for  us 
to  use  without  change,  but  it  has 
the  double  advantage  of  having 
each  of  its  entries  numbered  con- 
secutively and  of  being  already 
in  the  hands  of  many  of  the 
libraries  who  would  co-operate. 
As  to  such  libra^^ies,  therefore,  it 
would  be  only  necessary  to  ask 
them  to  send  in  a  list  of  the 
"Bates*  numbers"  of  the  books 


they  own.  In  addition,  the  friend 
of  the  enterprise  spoken  of  above 
has  a  substantially  complete 
check  list  of  Connecticut  Statute 
Laws  already  reduced  to  a  "title- 
a-line,"  the  unit  of  entry  which 
seems  best  to  adopt  for  the  union 
catalog,  which  he  will  place  at 
the  service  of  the  central  bureau, 
so  that  very  little,  besides  mere 
copying  and  manifolding,  will  be 
necQssary  for  all  the  libraries 
which  do  not  have  the  Bates* 
Bibliography. 

Your  Committee  would  there- 
fore recommend  .the  adoption  of 
the  following: 

"Voted,  that  a  committee,  to 
prepare  a  check  list  of  Connecti- 
cut Statute  Laws  and  to  circu- 
late it  among  all  libraries  hav- 
ing any  considerable  collections 
of  such  books  for  checking,  to 
prepare  from  such  lists  when  re- 
turned a  manuscript  Union  cat- 
alog of  the  Statute  Laws  of  Con- 
necticut, and  to  report  the  same 
to  the  December  meeting,  be  ap- 
pointed by  the  President,  and 
that  the  Council  be  asked  to  grant 
such  committee  for  such  pur- 
pose such  moderate  sums  from 
the  treasury  of  the  Society  as  in 
their  judgment  may  be  advisa- 
ble.** 

Your  Committee  have  no 
doubt  that  the  work  of  such  a 
committee  could  be  completed  by 
the  meeting  of  this  Society  next 
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December  and  then,  in  the  light  made    and    such    further    action 

of  their  experiences,  an  exact  es-  taken  as  may  then  seem  desira- 

timate  as  to  the  feasibility  and  ex-  ble. 

pense  of  the  plan  and  the  desir-  T.   L.   Cole,  Chairman* 

ability  of  proceeding  with  it  for  W.  F.  Dodd, 

the  other  12  colonies,     can     be  F.  O.  Poole. 


REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER— JUNE  27.  1906 
TO  MAY  20.  1907 

RECEIPTS 

Membership  fees  for  1905   (7) $  21.00 

Membership  fees  for  1906  (52) 156.00 

Membership  fees  for  1907  (63) 189.00 

Life  membership  (E.  Dwight  Church) 50.00 

Sale  of  Proc.  &  Papers  ( 1 2  cops,    at  $2) 24.00 

Interest   on   life  membership   fund    (July    1 — Dec.    31, 

1906)    3.00 

$443.00 
Balance.  June  26.  1906 793.36 


$1,236.36 
EXPENDITURES 
July      2:   C.  A.  Nelson,  Sec'y.  (Bills  approved  at  Nar- 

ragansett  mtg.)    $   1  7. 1 6 

July     1 5 :   Exchange  on  checks .10 

July     19:  Cheltenham  Press,  printing  Proc.  &  Papers.  .  325.00 

Oct.    20:   M.  A.  Fountain,  Chicago,  printing  billheads  4.50 

W.  Dawson  Johnston,  Sec'y.  itemized  account  7.05 

Nov.   30:  H.  I.  Rothrock,  Wash.,  D.  C,  printing 4.25 

Dec.      1 :  W.  Dawson  Johnston,  itemized  account 14.45 

Dec.  29:   M.  A.  Fountain,  printing 3.50 

1907 
Feb.       5:   Nina   E.    Woodbury.    Prov.,    R.    I.,   steno- 
grapher fees    8. 1 0 

Geo.  Parker  Winship,  Prov.,  R.  I.,  (for  exp. 

Comm.  on  Amer.  Bibliogr.)    13.25 
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May       I :   Publishers*  Weekly  (L.  J.  reprints) 4.50 

May    20:  Wright  &  Potter,  Boston,  printing 8.25 

W.  D.  Johnston,  Sec'y,  Exp.  Dec.  15,  *06— 

May  20 10.10 

C.  B.  Roden.  Treas.,  Postage  and  Sta 7.10 

$427.31 

Total  receipts $  1 ,236.36 

Total  expenditures 427.3 1 

Balance  on  hand,  May  20,  1 907 $809.05 

Summary  of  Balance. 

General  Fund,  available  for  current  expenses $609.05 

Life  mem.  fund,  interest  only  available 200.00 

$809.05 
C.  B.  RODEN.  Treasurer. 
Approved : 

J.  V.  CHENEY.  Auditing  Com. 


REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  BULLETIN  OF 
THE  SOCIETY 

The  Committee  on  a  Bulletin  days.  The  Committee  is,  how- 
was  instructed  by  a  vote  of  the  ever,  uncertain  whether  members 
Council,  December  27,  1906.  at  present  wish  the  Papers  and 
to  issue  a  quarterly  bulletin  to  proceedings  published  in  the  Bui- 
include  the  Papers  and  proceed-  ^^^m  rather  than  separately,  and 
J  »L  •  ^j  f«  ^v  are,  thererore,  uncertain  also 
mgs    and  was  authorized  to  ex-  ^^^^^^^  ^^^   g^jj^^.^  ^j^^^,j  ^^ 

pend  upon  such  publication  two-  ^^^^  ^  ^^^^^^^j^  p^^bii^^tio^,    a 

thirds   of   the   income   trom   an-  ^^^^j^^^     expression     of     opinion 

nual  dues.  upon   this    question   is,    perhaps. 

The  first  number  of  the  Bui-  desirable, 

letin  is  now  in  press  and  will  be  W.    Dawson   Johnston, 

distributed  to  members  in  a  few  Chairman. 


THE  FIRST  PRESSES  OF  SOUTH  CAROLINA 

By  A.  S.  Salley.  Jr. 

IN  discussing  the  first  presses  of  South  CaroHna,  I  have 
confined  my  attention  to  the  output  of  those  presses  during 
the  provincial  period  of  our  history  only,  counting  July  4, 
1776,  as  the  close  of  the  provincial  period.  It  would  be 
hazardous  to  say  just  when  printing  was  first  introduced  into 
South  Carolina.  In  fact,  I  consider  it  inethical  to  make  ex- 
clusive statements  in  historical  work.  When  I  consider  what 
a  vast  store  we  have  of  original  material  bearing  on  the  early 
history  of  South  Carolina  that  has  never  been  given  to  the 
eyes  of  students  of  our  history,  through  the  medium  of 
printer's  ink,  and  which  has  been  seen  at  all  by  only  a 
very  few  people;  when  I  see  by  those  records  what  an  ex- 
ceedingly highly  cultured  people  the  early  South  Carolinians 
were;  when  I  see  the  splendid  records  they  kept,  the  beautiful 
hands  they  wrote,  the  general  knowledge  displayed  in  their 
writings,  the  frequent  references  to  having  items  published, 
the  frequent  use  of  signet  seals,  in  most  cases  bearing  coats- 
of-arms,  the  references  to  the  books,  pictures,  plate  and  fur- 
niture that  they  owned,  together  with  surviving  specimens  of 
these  evidences  of  culture,  the  value  of  their  estates  as  shown 
by  inventories  and  appraisements,  the  advanced  laws  that 
they  enacted  and  the  educational  institutions  that  they  found- 
ed, it  would  not  surprise  me  to  discover  at  any  moment  evi- 
dence that  printing  was  done  in  South  Carolina  forty  or  fifty 
years  earlier  than  the  date  which  we  now  believe  to  have  been 
the  first  time  of  the  introduction  of  printing  into  South  Caro- 
lina.    We  find  that  a  public  library  was  established  in 
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Charles  Town  in  1 698.  but  failed  after  about  ten  years,  be- 
cause of  the  then  small  population  of  the  place.  We  find 
schools  and  school-masters  there  long  before  that  period 
and  we  find  a  free  school  established  there  in  1710  and 
others  provided  for.  We  find  provision  made  for  an  es- 
tablished church  and  buildings,  pastors  and  clerks  therefor 
in  1 704  and  1 706  and  in  1719  for  the  keeping  of  parish  reg- 
isters. Why,  then,  would  it  be  surprising  to  discover  that,  in 
their  enthusiasm,  this  small  community  had  undertaken  to 
maintain  what  could  not  then  pay — a  printing  press? 

But  the  first  date  we  can  now  establish  by  available  rec- 
ords is  1 73 1 .  On  the  7th  of  December,  1 722,  a  committee 
of  Council  (Alexander  Skene,  William  Gibbon  and  Charles 
Hart)  reported  certain  subjects  for  the  superintendence  of 
Francis  Yonge,  the  agent  in  England  of  the  Province.  The 
twenty-third  of  these  was:  "That  we  procure  by  the  first 
opportunity,  a  Printer  with  his  Tools  to  be  sent  to  this  Prov- 
ince and  Draw  Bills  for  the  sum  that  shall  be  agreed  with 
the  said  Printer."  The  same  day  the  Commons  House  of 
Assembly  sent  the  following  to  the  Council : 

Resolved:  That  the  agent  for  transacting  the  af- 
fairs of  this  Province  do  agree  with  a  sober,  able  man, 
who  shall  be  a  printer  and  bookbinder  to  come  over  to 
this  Province,  who  shall  bring  with  him  a  plain,  hand- 
some set  of  letters,  with  a  press,  tools,  paper  and  other 
necessaries.  That  if  the  said  Printer  require  any  money 
to  be  advanced  to  him  in  order  to  buy  himself  what  is 
necessary,  and  for  transporting  himself,  that  a  sum  not 
exceeding  £1000  of  this  currency  be  advanced  to  him, 
which  the  agent  shall  pay  out  of  the  money  to  be  re- 
ceived for  reimbursing  the  Government  for  the  charges 
of  Alatamaha  Fort,  reckoning  £175  sterling  equal  to 
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£1000  current  money  of  this  Province,  and  in  case  that 
money  is  not  received,  that  the  said  agent  do  drawn  on 
the  commissioners  of  the  Tax  for  the  time  being  for  the 
said  £  1 000  of  this  currency ;  on  receiving  which  money 
the  said  printer  shall  give  good  security  to  proceed  with 
the  first  opportunity  for  South  Carolina. 

That  the  said  Printer  shall  repay  the  said  sum  of 
£1000  to  this  Province  by  printing  all  such  papers  as 
they  require  of  him,  until  he  has  worked  out  the  afore- 
said sum  of  £1000;  and  that  he  shall  be  allowed  25 
per  cent  advance  upon  the  usual  price  given  in  Great 
Britain  for  such  work  as  he  shall  be  employed  in  here. 
And  that  for  his  encouragement  he  shall  have  all  the 
business  of  the  Public  in  his  way. 
The  same  day  Governor  Nicholson     and    the     Council 
agreed  to  this  resolution.    Yonge  seems  not  to  have  secured 
the  desired  printer,  for  in  January,  1  724,  the  Assembly  re- 
solved that  Col.  Parris,  the  Public  Treasurer,  should  lay  out 
the  thousand  pounds  in  rice  and  consign  it  to  Samuel  Wragg, 
a  merchant  in  London,  whose  assistance  was  asked  for  Yonge 
in  obtaining,  with  the  money  for  the  rice,  the  much  desired 
artisan  with  his  "plain,  handsome  set  of  letters.** 

In  June,  1 724,  Governor  Nicholson  said  to  the  Assembly : 
I  suppose  by  the  account  of  Mr.  Yonge  sent  you, 
it  may  be  seen  how  very  chargeable  it  is  to  have  a 
Printer  to  come  hither,  and  if  any  should,  I  can*t  suffer 
him  to  exercise  his  trade  without  his  giving  very  good 
security  not  to  print  any  thing  without  license  from  the 
Government.  And  I  can*t  give  him  any  for  printing 
the  body  of  the  Laws  'till  his  majesty's  Royal  will  and 
pleasure  be  known  therein,  so  that  in  my  opinion  the 
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money  appropriated  for  a  Printer  may  be  disposed  of 
for  the  good  of  his  Majesty's  Province. 

In  May,  1731,  the  Assembly  again  appropriated  one 
thousand  pounds  for  encouraging  a  printer  to  settle  in  South 
Carolina.  The  province  had  greatly  increased  in  prosperity 
since  the  last  effort  and  it  is  not  surprising  that  an  effort  to 
secure  a  printer  was  made  at  this  time.  Three  printers  im- 
mediately came  to  Charles  Town  to  bid  for  the  public  print- 
ing. On  the  18th  of  November,  1731,  George  Webb, 
styled  by  the  Assembly  "a  printer  in  this  Province,"  sent 
his  petition  to  the  Council.  The  Council  referred  it  to  the 
Commons  House  and  the  next  day  it  was  read  in  the  House 
and  layed  upon  the  table.  That  is  all  the  writer  has  found 
about  Webb.  In  the  same  month,  Thomas  Whitmarsh  sent 
in  his  petition.  On  the  27th  of  January,  1 732,  Whitmarsh 
presented  a  petition,  praying  the  consideration  of  both  houses 
for  the  charge  he  had  been  at  in  coming  to  Charles  Town 
pursuant  to  the  resolution  before  mentioned,  and  on  the  2d 
of  February,  Eleazer  Phillips  petitioned  for  the  thousand 
pounds  under  the  same  resolution,  and  for  the  favor  of 
"printing  the  public  business  of  this  province." 

Business  came  at  once  to  both  Whitmarsh  and  Phillips. 
On  the  same  day  that  Phillips's  petition  was  received  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  by  the  Commons  House  to  join  one 
from  the  Council  to  consider  "the  most  proper  and  expe- 
ditious method"  for  printing  the  "law  for  settling  the  arrears 
of  quit-rents,"  etc.  The  committee  reported  in  favor  of 
Phillips  (a  native  of  Boston)  to  print  the  law  and  deliver 
fifty  copies  for  the  General  Assembly.  Phillips  appears  to 
have  agreed  with  the  committee  to  have  "the  sole  property 
of  printing  and  publishing  the  said  act."     The  Commons 
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House  requested  the  governor  to  give  him  an  order  accord- 
ing to  this  agreement.    Governor  Johnson  replied : 

Being  informed  that  Mr.  Whitmarsh  is  furnished 
with  much  better  materials,  and  better  qualified  to  per- 
form the  public  business,  besides  that  he  was  encour- 
aged to  come  hither  on  the  encouragement  given  by 
both  Houses  by  their  resolutions  and  votes;  and  this 
House  not  being  acquainted  with  your  sending  for  Mr. 
Phillips,  we  are  of  opinion  that  out  of  the  premium  to 
be  given  to  a  printer,  Mr.  Whitmarsh  should  be  con- 
sidered, and  the  said  Whitmarsh  and  Phillips,  each  of 
them  print  an  equal  number  of  the  before  mentioned 
law,  and  furnish  the  public  with  twenty-five  each,  and 
then  we  shall  judge  who  can  the  best  serve  the  public. 
On  the  1 0th  of  February,  Whitmarsh  again  petitioned.  On 
the  1 1  th  a  copy  of  the  law  was  given  to  Phillips  to  print. 
On  the  1 6th  five  hundred  pounds  were  voted  to  Phillips  and 
two  hundred  pounds  to  Whitmarsh.     In  the  meantime  both 
printers  had  established  newspapers  in  Charles  Town.    Elea- 
zer  Phillips,  Jr.,  conducted  The  South-Carolina  Weekh 
Journal  and  Whitmarsh's  paper  was  The  South-Carolina 
Gazette,    The  writer  has  not  been  able  to  learn  the  date  of 
the  first  issue  of  Phillips's  paper  as  he  has  learned  of  no 
copies  extant.     Phillips  died  Monday,  July  1 0.  1 732,  and 
some  time  after  his  father,  Eleazer  Phillips,  a  book-seller  and 
stationer  in  Charles  Town,  in  an  advertisement  in  The  South- 
Carolina  Gazette,  called  upon  those  who  owed  Eleazer  Phil- 
lips, Jr.,  for  stationery,  printing  and  "six  months  subscription 
to  The  South-Carolina  Weekl])  JournaV*  to  settle  with  him. 
The  first  issue  of  Whitmarsh's  paper  appeared  on  Satur- 
day, January  8,  1 732  (new  style)  and  a  copy  thereof,  to- 
gether with  almost  a  complete  file  of  the  paper  for  the  sev- 
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enty  years  of  its  existence,  is  in  the  library  of  the  Charles- 
ton Library  Society  (founded  in  1 748).  The  South  Caro- 
lina Historical  Society  also  has  the  last  half  of  the  first  is- 
sue, together  with  a  complete  file  up  to  Whitmarsh*s  death  in 
September,  I  733.  The  following  matter  is  published  in  this 
first  issue: 

Address  of  *Philo-Carolinensis'  (the  printer)  *To 
the  Reader.'  Under  Toreign  Affairs'  there  are  short 
paragraphs  giving  news  from  Warsaw,  July  2 1  ;  Mad- 
rid, July  24;  Barith,  July  31 ;  Vienna,  Aug.  1  ;  Seville, 
Aug.  10;  Hamburg,  Aug.  28;  Hague,  Aug.  30;  Paris, 
Sept.  2;  Edinburgh,  Aug.  2,  3,  5,  and  9;  London. 
Aug.  15.  17,  20,  Sept.  8;  Dublin,  Aug.  7;  New 
York,  Oct.  4,  Nov.  15;  Philadelphia,  Nov.  27. 

Local  News:  Account  of  accidental  burning  of 
Brigt.  Brittannia,  of  R.  I.,  at  Elliott's  Wharf,  Charles 
Town. 

Prices  current  of  rice,  pitch,  tar,  deer  skins  and  tur- 
pentine. 

Custom  House  report  of  vessels  entering  in  and 
clearing. 

Two   announcements   by   the  printer    C*T.    Whit- 
marsh  at  the  Sign  of  the  Table-Clock  on  the  Bay.") 
The  printer  advertises  for  sale  the  7th  edition  of  Isaac 
Watt's  Psalms  of  David,  imitated  in  the  language  of 
the  New  Testament, 
Whitmarsh  conducted  his  paper,  printed  laws  and  legal 
blanks  and  sold  books  and  stationery  with  apparent  success 
until  September,  1 733,  when  he  fell  ill.     The  paper  made 
its  last  appearance  on  the  8th  and  on  the  22nd  we  find  his 
burial  recorded  in  the  register  of  St.  Philip's  Parish.  Whit- 
marsh's  place  was  soon  filled,  and  The  South-Carolina  Ca- 


34  Bibliographical  Society  of  America 

zeite  reappeared  on  the  2nd  of  February,  1 734  (new  style), 
under  the  proprietorship  of  L.  Timothee,  but  with  the  direc- 
tors at  the  top  of  the  title  page  changed  back  to  Vol.  I.  No. 
1 .  Louis  Timothee  had  been  associated  in  the  printing  busi- 
ness in  Philadelphia  before  coming  to  South  Carolina  with 
Benjamin  Franklin.  With  the  issue  of  his  gazette  for  April 
6,  1  734,  he  anglicised  his  name  to  Lewis  Timothy.  He  was 
accidentally  killed  in  December  (buried  30th),  1738. 
There  was  no  suspension  of  The  South-Carolina  Gazette, 
however.  His  widow,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Timothy,  with  the 
help  of  her  grown  son,  Peter  Timothy,  brought  out  the  next 
number  and  continued  to  publish  it  for  six  or  seven  years, 
when  she  sold  the  plant  to  Peter.  This  is  the  first  instance, 
so  far  as  we  are  now  informed,  of  a  woman  in  American 
journalism. 

Peter  Timothy  continued  to  publish  The  South-Carolina 
Gazette  until  May  7,  1  772,  when,  having  been  appointed 
Deputy  Postmaster-General  for  the  Southern  Provinces  of 
North  America,  the  Gazette  appeared  as  published  by  Pow- 
ell, Hughes  &  Co.  to  whom  Timothy  had  leased  his  plant. 
The  firm  was  composed  of  Thomas  Powell,  Edward 
Hughes  and  Timothy.  Hughes  died  July  31st  following 
and  the  firm  then  became  T.  Powell  &  Co.  On  the  30th  of 
August,  1 773,  Powell  published  a  protest  of  John  and 
William  Henry  Drayton,  members  of  His  Majesty's  Council 
for  South  Carolina,  against  the  action  of  the  Council  in  vot- 
ing down  the  bill  of  the  Commons  House  making  it  a  felony 
to  counterfeit  the  paper  currency  or  other  money.  The  next 
day  Powell  was  arrested  and  taken  before  the  Council  and 
adjudged  guilty  of  contempt  and  committed  to  jail.  Edward 
Rutledge,  then  a  young  lawyer,  brought  Habeas  Corpus 
proceedings  and  secured  his  release  by  the  courts.  Thus  we 
see  the  freedom  of  the  press  was  preserved  inviolate  in  South 
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Carolina  from  the  beginning.  With  the  issue  for  Monday, 
November  8,  1 773,  Peter  Timothy  resumed  publication  of 
The  South-Carolina  Gazette,  styling  himself  "p^i^ter  to  the 
honourable,  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly." 

When  Charles  Town  fell.  May  12,  1780,  Timothy's 
printing  plant,  which  had  received  during  the  preceding  years 
of  the  war  almost  the  entire  public  patronage  of  the  revo- 
lutionists and  their  government,  suspended  work,  and  Timo- 
thy, who  had  held  public  office  during  the  entire  period  that 
the  government  was  in  their  hands  became  a  prisoner  of 
war  on  parole.  Subsequently  his  parole,  with  many  others, 
was  recalled  and  he  was  sent  a  prisoner  to  St.  Augustine. 
After  nearly  a  year  he  was  sent  to  Philadelphia  and  ex- 
changed. He  was  lost  at  sea  soon  thereafter,  but  in  July 
following  the  British  evacuation  of  Charles  Town  his 
widow,  Mrs.  Ann  Timothy,  resumed  the  publication  of  the 
Gazette.  Several  years  later  she  sold  out  to  her  son,  Ben- 
jamin Franklin  Timothy,  as  her  husband's  mother  had  done 
to  him,  fifty  years  before.  B.  F.  Timothy  subsequently  as- 
sociated with  him  his  nephew,  Peter  Timothy  Marchant, 
thus  bringing  the  fourth  generation  of  Timothy  blood  into 
connection  with  the  gazette  founded  by  Whitmarsh  in  1 732. 
In  1 802  this  old  paper  finally  suspended,  and  the  next  year 
the  Charleston  Courier  came  into  the  field  to  fill  the  vacancy 
so  created.  A  year  or  two  later  Peter  Timothy  Marchant 
became  one  of  the  proprietors  of  that  paper,  thus  connecting 
the  old  paper  and  the  new.  In  1 873  the  Courier  was  con- 
solidated with  The  News,  so  that  the  present  Charleston 
morning  daily.  The  Nervs  and  Courier,  can  almost  claim  to 
be  the  successor  of  the  paper  founded  in  1  732. 

The  Timothys  did  not  confine  their  printing  to  a  newspa- 
per. They  printed  legal  blanks,  handbills,  broadsides,  sta- 
tionery, pamphlets  and  books,  of  which  we  occasionally  find 
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surviving  specimens.     In  the  Gazette  for  Saturday,  July  3, 
1736,  we  find  the  following  advertisement: 

JUST  PUBLISHED  and  sold  b^  the  Printer  hereof. 

The  LAWS  of  this  Province,  passed  the  last  Sessions, 
and  ratified  Ma})  29,  1  736.  Printed  by  Order  of  the  Hon- 
ourable the  Commons  House  of  Assembly.     (Price  20s.) 

The  Subscribers  to  the  Collection  of  the  Laws  to  have 
them  at  the  same  rate  as  in  the  Conditions. 

B^  the  PRINTER,  hereof  may  be  had. 
Blank  Bonds,  Powers  of  Attorney,  Bills  of  Sale,  Mortgages, 
Servants  and  Apprentices  Indentures,  Promisary  Notes. 

The  "Collection  of  the  Laws"  (in  two  volumes)  referred 
to  was  brought  out  in  the  same  year.  They  were  probably 
the  handsomest  volumes  issued  in  America  during  that  pe- 
riod, prior  thereto  or  for  many  years  after.    The  full  title  is : 

The  /  laws  /  of  the  /  province  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  / 
in  two  parts.  /  The  first  part  containing  all  Acts  /  in  force 
and  use.  /  With  the  titles  of  such  Acts  as  are  repealed,  ex- 
pired or  obsolete,  /  placed  in  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
passed.  /  The  second  part  containing  all  the  temporary  Acts 
/  in  force  and  use.  /  To  which  is  added  the  titles  of  all  the 
private  Acts,  /  and  the  two  Charters  granted  by  King 
Charles  II.  to  the  /  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina.  /  And 
also  the  /  Act  of  Parliament  /  for  establishing  an  agreement 
with  seven  of  the  said  Lords  Proprietors  for  the  /  surrender 
of  their  title  and  interest  to  his  Majesty.  /  Collected  in  two 
volumes.  /  By  Nicholas  Trott,  LL.  D.  /  Charles-Town, 
printed  by  Lewis  Timothy,  MDCCXXXVI. 

Collation:  [Part  1.]  Q  (7x11).  Title  page,  verso  blank; 
sub-title  (The  /  laws  /  of  the  /  province  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  Vol.  I.  /  Containing  all  the  Acts  passed  from  the  first  /  settlement 
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of  the  province,  till  the  time  that  /  the  Lords  Proprietors  surrendered 
their  title  /  and  interest  in  the  said  province  to  His  Majesty.  / 
[arms],  verso  blank;  preface,  j-vj  [arms];  introduction,  vij-xviij; 
sub-title  (The  tv^o  /  charters  /  granted  by  /  King  Charles  lid.  /  to 
the  /  Lords  Proprietors  /  of  /  Carolina.),  verso  blank,  11;  the  first 
charter  granted  by  King  Charles  lid.  to  the  Lords  Proprietors  of 
Carolina,  xxj-xxxij ;  the  second  charter  granted  by  King  Charles  lid. 
to  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina,  xxxiij-xliv;  sub-title  (The  / 
laws  /  of  the  /  province  /  of  South-Carolina.  /  The  first  part.  / 
Containing  all  the  /  perpetual  Acts  /  in  force  and  use.  /  With  the  / 
titles  of  such  Acts  as  are  repealed,  expired,  or  obsolete.  /  Placed  in 
the  order  of  time  in  which  they  passed.  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain] ), 
verso  blank,  11 ;  a  table  of  the  titles  of  the  perpetual  Acts  of  Assembly 
in  force  and  use,  81  (arms  at  foot  of  seventh  page,  eighth  page 
blank)  ;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  / 
South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  / 
Joseph  West  Esq. ;  /  the  second  and  third  time  of  his  being  governour. 
/  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  ll-(-l-3,  verso  blank;  sub- 
title (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  /  Joseph 
Morton  Esq.;  /  the  second  time  of  his  being  governour  /  [arms  of 
Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+7,  verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  / 
passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during 
the /government /of  the  Honourable /James  Colleton  Esq. ;/ [arms 
of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11-j- 11-13  [arms]),  verso  blank; 
sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  /  of  South-Caro- 
lina, /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  /  Seth  Sothell 
Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+17-21,  verso 
blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  / 
South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  / 
Philip  Ludwell  Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+ 
25-30  [arms]  ;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly 
/  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honour- 
able /  Thomas  Smith  Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso 
blank,  11+33-38;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General 
Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the 
Honourable  /  Joseph  Blake  Esq.;  /  the  first  time  of  his  being 
governour.   /    [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+41-42; 
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sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  /  John 
Archdale  Esq.;  /  governour  of  South-  and  North-Carolina.  / 
[arms  of  Great  Britain] ),  verso  blank,  Il-|-45-55,  verso  blank;  sub- 
title (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  /  Joseph 
Blake,  Esq.;  /  the  second  time  of  his  being  governour.  /  He  being 
then  one  of  the  Lords  Proprietors.  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]  ).  verso 
blank,  ll-|-59-73  (69  being  a  misprint  for  73),  verso  blank;  sub- 
title (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Caro- 
lina, /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable  /  James  Moore 
Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  ll-[-77-87  [arms], 
verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  / 
of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable 
/  Sir  Nathaniel  Johnson  Knt.  /  governour  of  South-  and  North-Caro- 
lina, /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11-|-91-159  [arms], 
verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  / 
of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable 
/  Coll.  Edward  Tynte,  Esq. ;  /  governor  of  South-  and  North-Caro- 
lina. /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]  ),  verso  blank,  11-f- 163-1  73  [arms], 
verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  / 
of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the  Honourable 
/  Coll.  Robert  Gibbes  Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso 
blank,  U-f  177-191,  verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  / 
General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government 
/  of  the  Honourable  /  Charles  Craven  Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great 
Britain] ),  verso  blank,  11-f  195-292;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the 
/  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  time  the  / 
government  /  was  administered  by  the  Honourable  /  Robert  Daniel 
Esq.;  /  deputy  governour.  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain] ),  verso  blank, 
ll-|-295-31  1,  serso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General 
Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government  /  of  the 
Honourable  /  Robert  Johnson  Esq. ;  /  the  first  time  of  his  being  gov- 
ernor. /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  11-1-305-330;  sub- 
title (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Caro- 
lina, /  during  the  time  the  /  government  /  was  administered  by  / 
Coll.  James  Moore.  /  [arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  ll-j- 
333-345    [arms],  verso  blank;  sub-title   (Acts  /  passed  by  the  / 
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General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during  the  /  government 
/  of  His  Excellency  /  Francis  Nicholson  Esq.;  /  [arms  of  Great 
Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+349-455,  verso  blank;  sub-title  (Acts  / 
passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  during 
the  time  the  /  government  /  v^as  administered  by  the  Honourable  / 
Arthur  Middleton  Esq.;  /  as  president  and  commander-in-chief.  / 
[arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  ll-[-459-573,  verso  blank; 
one  blank  leaf;  half-title,  verso  blank,  11;  sub-title  (The  /  laws  /  of 
the  /  province  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  Vol.  II.  /  Containing  all 
the  Acts  passed  since  the  time  /  that  the  Lords  Proprietors  of 
Carolina,  /  surrendered  all  their  title  and  interest  in  that  /  province 
to  His  Majesty,  to  the  end  of  this  /  second  volume  /  [arms  of  Great 
Britain] ) ,  verso  blank,  11 ;  sub-title  (The  /  Act  /  of  /  Parliament  / 
passed  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  /  of  our  sovereign  lord  George 
the  /  Second,  /  entituled,  /  An  Act  /  for  establishing  an  agreement 
with  seven  /  of  the  Lords  Proprietors  of  Carolina,  /  for  the  sur- 
render of  their  title  and  interest  /  in  that  province  to  His  Majesty.  / 
[arms  of  Great  Britain]),  verso  blank,  ll-|-483-500;  sub-title 
(Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,  / 
during  the  /  government  /of  His  Excellency  /  Robert  Johnson 
Esq.;  /  the  second  time  of  his  being  governour.  /  [arms  of  Great 
Britain]),  verso  blank,  11+503-619  [arms],  verso  blank;  table  of 
the  perpetual  Acts,  21.  Library  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  South 
Carolina. 

[Part  II.]  Title-page,  verso  blank,  11;  table  of  titles  of  temporary 
Acts  in  force,  p.  2;  title  to  temporary  Acts  (Francis  Nicholson), 
II;  temporary  Acts,  3-59;  table  of  temporary  Acts,  11;  "The  follow- 
ing tables  consist  of  three  parts,'*  11;  "Use  of  the  following  three 
tables,"  11;  table  [1st  table],  pp.  9;  "The  numbers  of  all  the  Acts** 
[2nd  table],  pp.  4;  "An  alphabetical  table"  [3d  table],  pp.  3; 
titles  of  all  private  acts  [1694-1723],  pp.  title  and  3  to  17;  An 
alphabetical  table  of  the  names  of  all  the  persons  mentioned  in  the 
titles  of  the  private  acts,**  pp.  1  and  2.  Library  of  Congress.*  This 
copy  formerly  the  property  of  Thomas  Farr,  Jr.  There  are  two 
editions  of  this  work;  one  a  large  paper  edition  and  the  other  a  small 
paper  edition.  The  original  manuscript  copy  is  in  the  office  of  the 
Historical  Commission  of  South  Carolina. 

♦Collation  made  by  Mr.  Theodore  L.  Cole. 
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It  is  remarkable  that  Rich  does  not  mention  any  of  the 
annual  publication  of  laws  nor  does  he  even  mention  this 
splendid  volume  of  laws  compiled  by  Judge  Trotl.  He  does 
however,  mention  two  imprints  of  the  period,  as  follows : 

Report  of  the  /  committee  /  appointed  /  to  examine  into 
the  proceedings  of  the  people  of  /  Georgia,  /  with  respect 
to  the  province  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  and  the  disputes  sub- 
sisting between  the  /  two  colonies  /  [Arms.]  Charles- 
Town,  printed  by  Lewis  Timothy,  1  736. 

Quarto  (7x5!4)  pp.  121.     New  York  Public  Library. 

Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
the  Province  of  South  Carolina,  appointed  to  enquire  into 
the  causes  of  the  disappointment  of  success  in  the  late  expedi- 
tion against  St.  Augustine,  under  General  Oglethorpe. 
Charles-Town.    Peter  Timothy.     1 742. 

Folio.     (Found  by  Rich  in  Col.  Aspinwall's  Catalogue.) 

In  1 737  Timothy  published  what  is  now  perhaps  the 
rarest  and  costliest  of  all  South  Carolina  imprints;  the  first 
edition  of  John  Wesley's  hymn  book : 

A  /  collection  /  of  /  psalms  /  and  hymns.  /  [Printer's 
ornaments]  /  Charles-Town,  /  Printed  by  Lewis  Timothy, 
1737. 

12  mo.  (4|/2x3),  pp.  73.     New  York  Public  Library. 

In  The  South-Carolina  Gazette  for  Thursday,  February 
1 ,  1  739,  the  following  amusing  notice  appears : 

Now  in  the  Press,  and  will  shortly  be  published,  a  full 
and  clear  Reply  to  Doct  Th :  Dale,  wherein  the  real  Impro- 
priety of  Blistering  in  the  first  Fever  of  the  Small-Pox  is  very 
plainly  demonstrated:  With  some  diverting  Remarks  on  the 
Doctor's  wonderful  Consistence  and  exquisite  Attainments  in 
physick  and  philology  by 
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JA:KILLPATRICK. 
At  the  same  time  will  be  published 
by  Way  of  Answer; 
the  PUFF; 
or, 
a  proper  Reply 
to  SKIMMINGTON'S 
last  Crudities. 
Mad  with  Revenge,  he  gathered  all  his  Wind^ 
And  houncd  like  Fifty  Bladders  from  behind, 

THOMAS  DALE,  M.  D. 

The  following  titles  are  also  from  the  press  of  the  Timo- 
thys: 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles- 
Town  the  fifteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  /  seventh  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  /  the  Second,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  /  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  Etc.,  Annoque  /  Domini  one 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-three.  /  And  from  thence 
continued  by  divers  prorogations  and  adjournments  /  to  the 
twenty-ninth  day  of  May,  one  thousand  seven  /  hundred 
and  thirty-six  /  [Arms  of  Great  Britain]  /  Charles-Town, 
Printed  by  Lewis  Timothy,  /  1  736. 

Fo.,  T.-p.-f-l-60.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  belonged  to 
James  Grindlay  and  contains  MS.  notes  and  additions. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  and  holden  at  Charles-Town, 
on  Tuesday  the  tenth  of  November  in  the  /  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-  /  six,  and  in 
the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  Lord  /  George  II. 
by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  /  France  &  Ireland 
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king,  defender  of  the  faith  Etc.,  /  and  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  prorogations  and  adjournments  /  to  the  twenty-fifth 
day  of  March,  Anno  Domini,  1738.  /  [Arms  of  Great 
Britain]  /  Charles-Town,  /  Printed  by  Lewis  Timothy,  / 
M,  DCC,  XXXVIII. 

Fo.,  pp.  146.  (Although  the  title  page  says  the  volume  containt 
the  Acts  to  March  5,  1738,  it  really  contains  them  to  April  11, 
1739.)  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob  Mottc, 
Public  Treasurer  of  South  Carolina. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  session  begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles- 
Town,  on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  day  of  September  /  in  the 
sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George  II. 
by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great  Britain,  France  /  and  Ireland, 
King,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and  in  the  /  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two  /  and 
from  thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments,  to  the  sev- 
enth day  of  May,  Anno  Domini,  1 743  /  [Arms.]  /  Charles- 
Town:  /  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  M,  D,  CC,  XLIII. 

Folio,  40  pp.    Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  [Arms.]  /  South-Carolina  /  Charles-Town, 
Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  M,  DCC,  XLV. 

Fo.,  pp.  40.  Covers  period  from  September  14,  1  742  to  March 
22,  1  744.    Library  of  Congress.    Formerly  Jacob  Motte's  copy. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  At  a  session  begun  to  be  holden  at  /  Charles- 
Town,  on  Tuesday  the  fourteenth  Day  of  September,  /  in 
the  sixteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  lord  George  the  /  sec- 
ond, by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  / 
Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and  in  the  year  / 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-two.  / 
And  from  thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments  to  the 
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29th  /  day  of  May.  1 744.  /  Arms.  /  Charles-Town,  printed 
by  Peter  Timothy.  1744. 

Fo.,  60  pp.   Library  of  Congress.    Formerly  Jacob  Motte*s  copy. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  at  a  sessions  begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles- 
Town  on  Tuesday  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  /  the 
nineteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George 
the  second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  /  Britain.  France 
and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  /  etc.  Anno  Domini 
1745.  /  and  from  thence  continued  by  divers  prorogations 
and  adjourn-  /  ments  to  the  twenty-third  day  of  January. 
1745-6.  /  [Arms.]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town, 
printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  in  King  street.  1 747. 

Fo.,  pp.  43.   Library  of  Congress.   Formerly  Jacob  Motle's  copy. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town  /  on  Wednesday  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the 
/  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George 
the  second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  /  Great-Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  king,  defen-  /  der  of  the  faith.  &c.  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  /  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-six, 
/  and  from  thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments  to  /  the 
seventeenth  day  of  February.  1746.  /  [Arms.]  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  and  sold  by  Peter  Tim- 
othy, /  at  the  new  printing-office  in  Broad  street.  1 748. 

Fo.,  pp.  7.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  property  of  William 
Burrows. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Brittaniae. 
Franciae  &  Heberniae,  /  vicesimo  primo.  /  At  a  General  As- 
sembly begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles-Town  /  on  Wednes- 
day the  tenth  day  of  September;  in  the  /  twentieth  year  of 
the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George  the  Second,  by  the 
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grace  of  God,  of  /  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king, 
defen-  /  der  of  the  faith,  etc.  and  in  the  year  of  our  lord  / 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty  six.  /  And  from 
thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments  to  the  thirteenth  day 
of  June,  1747.  /  [Arms.]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles- 
Town,  printed  and  sold  by  Peter  Timothy,  at  the  /  new 
printing-office  in  Broad  street,  1 747. 
Fo.,  pp.  23.    Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town  /  on  Wednesday  the  tenth  day  of  September,  in  the  / 
twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George  the 
Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  /  Great  Britain,  France 
and  Ireland,  king,  defen-  /  der  of  the  faith  etc.  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord  /  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty- 
six.  And  from  thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments  to  / 
the  13th  day  of  June,  1747.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina. 
/  Charles-Town,  printed  and  sold  by  Peter  Timothy  at  the 
/  new  printing-office  in  Broad-street,  1  747. 

Fo.,  pp.  60  and  table.     Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  the 
province  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  and 
holden  at  Charles-Town,  on  Tuesday  /  the  nineteenth  day 
of  January,  in  the  twenty-first  year  of  the  /  reign  of  our  sov- 
ereign lord  George  the  Second,  by  the  grace  /  of  God,  of 
Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  /  of  the 
faith,  etc.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  1  747.  /  [Arms.]  / 
South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy, 
1749. 

Fo.,  Half  title-j-25  pp.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the 
copy  of  William  Burrows. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Brittanniae, 
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Franciae  &  Hiberniae,  /  vicesimo-tertio.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly,  begun  to  be  holden  /  at  Charles-Town,  on  Tues- 
day the  28th  of  March  in  /  the  22d  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  Lord  /  George  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  /  Great  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  /  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in  the  year  /  of  our 
Lord  1749.  /  And  from  thence  continued  by  divers  ad- 
journments to  /  the  1st  day  of  June,  1749  /  [Arms]  / 
South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  and  sold  by  Pet- 
er Timothy,  /  at  the  new-printing-office  in  Tradd-street, 
1749. 

Fo.,  Half  title  (The  Tax-Act,  Passed  the  First  day  of  June, 
1  749,  with  the  annexed  Estimate)  +25  pp.     Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  the 
province  of  /  South-Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  and 
holden  at  Charles-Town,  on  Tuesday  /  the  twenty-eighth 
day  of  March,  in  the  twenty-second  year  of  the  /  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  George,  the  Second,  by  the  grace  /  of 
God,  of  Great  Britain,  France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender 
of  the  faith,  /  etc.  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1749  / 
[Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Pe- 
ter Timothy,  1 750. 

Fo.,  Half  title-f-202  pp.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the 
copy  of  WilHam  Burrows. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town,  /  on  Tuesday  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  in 
the  twenty-third  /  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George  the  Second,  /  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1749.  /  And  from  thence  con- 
tinued by  divers  adjournments  to  the  24th  /  day  of  April, 
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1 75 1 .  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina  /  Charles-Town,  printed 
by  Peter  Timothy.  1751./ 

Fo.,  pp.  71.  There  are  two  copies  in  the  Library  of  Congress. 
Both  are  imperfect,  one  having  an  imperfect  table  and  the  other 
wanting  all  pages  after  the  fortieth. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town,  on  /  Thursday  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  /  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George  the  Second  /  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, France  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and 
in  the  year  of  our  /  Lord  1 75 1 .  /  And  from  thence  con- 
tinued by  divers  adjournments  to  the  16th  /  day  of  May, 
1  752.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  print- 
ed by  Peter  Timothy,  1 753. 

Fo.,  Half  title-|-36  pages -[-table.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Brittaniae. 
Franciae  &  Hiberniae,  /  vicesimo-quinto.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly  begun  to  be  holden  /  in  Charles-Town,  on  Thurs- 
day tlie  fourteenth  day  of  Novem-  /  ber,  in  the  twenty-fifth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George  the  Second, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain  /  France  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith  /  etc.,  and  in  /  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1 75 1 .  /  And  from  thence  continued  by  divers  adjourn- 
ments to  the  i6th  /  day  of  May,  1 752.  /  [Arms]  /  South- 
Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy. 
1752. 

Fo.,  pp.  27.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of 
Jacob  Motte. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town,  on  /  Thursday  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  /  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
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George  the  Second,  /  by  the  grace  of  God  of  Great-Britain, 
France  and  Ireland  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  I  75 1 .  /  And  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  adjournments  to  the  7th  /  day  of  October,  1 752.  / 
[Arms]  /  South-CaroHna  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Pe- 
ter Timothy,  1 753. 

Fo.,  pp.  7.    Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town,  on  /  Thursday  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  /  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George  the  Second  /  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  I  75 1 .  /  And  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  adjournments  to  the  21st  /  day  of  April,  1 753  / 
[Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Pe- 
ter Timothy,  1  754. 

Fo.,  pp.  20.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  Regis  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  vicesimo-septimo.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles-  /  Town,  on 
Thursday  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in  the  /  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  /  the 
Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France  and 
/  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in 
the  /  year  of  our  Lord  1  75  L  And  from  thence  contin- 
ued by  divers  /  adjournments  to  the  1 1  th  day  of  May,  1  754 
/  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by 
Peter  Timothy,  1 754.  / 

Fo.,  pp.  2/.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob 
Motte. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  South- 
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Carolina,  /  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles- 
Town,  on  Thursday  the  fourteenth  day  of  November,  in 
the  twenty-fifth  /  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord 
George  the  Second,  /  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Brit- 
ain, France  and  Ireland,  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and 
so  forth,  and  in  the  year  /  of  our  Lord  1  75 1 .  /  And  from 
thence  continued  by  divers  adjournments  to  the  8th  /  and 
11  th  days  of  May,  1754.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  / 
Charles-Town:  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  1755. 

Fo.,  pp  41-|-2.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of 
William  Burrows. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina 
/  at  a  sessions  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles-Town,  /  on 
Tuesday  the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  twenty-eighth 
/  year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Sec- 
ond, /  by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and 
Ireland,  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  etc.  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1  754.  /  And  from  thence  continued  by  divers 
adjournments  to  the  first  /  of  February,  and  the  12th  of 
April,  1755  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town: 
Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  1 755. 

Fo.,  pp.  7.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  vicesimo-octavo.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly  begun  to  be  holden  at  Charles-  /  Town,  on  Tues- 
day the  twelfth  day  of  November,  in  the  twenty-  /  eighth 
year  of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the  /  Second, 
by  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  /  Ire- 
land, king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in  the  / 
year  of  our  Lord  1754.  And  from  thence  continued  by 
divers  prorogations  and  adjournments  to  the  20th  day  of 
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May,  1755.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina.  /  Charles-Town: 
/  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy.  1 755.  / 

Fo.,  pp.  31.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob 
Motte. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Brittan- 
niae,  Franciae,  &  Hiberniae.  /  Tricesimo.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly  begun  and  hoi-  /  den  at  Charles-Town,  on  Tues- 
day the  1 2th  day  of  November,  in  /  the  twenty-eighth  year 
of  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  /  George  the  Second,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  /  France,  and  Ireland, 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  /  forth,  and  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1 754 ;  and  from  thence  con-  /  tinued,  by  divers 
prorogations  and  adjournments,  to  the  6th  day  of  July, 
1  756.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina :  /  Charles-Town,  print- 
ed by  Peter  Timothy,  M,  DCC,  XLVI. 

Fo.,  pp.  27.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob 
Motte. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  Tricesimo.  /  At  a  General  As- 
sembly begun  and  holden  /  at  Charles-Town,  on  Tuesday 
the  twelfth  day  of  /  November,  in  the  twenty-eighth  year 
of  the  reign  /  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Second,  by 
/  the  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  /  and  Ire- 
land, king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  /  so  forth,  and  in  the 
year  of  our  Lord,  1 754.  And  /  from  thence  continued  by 
divers  prorogations  and  adiournm.ents  to  the  21st  day  of 
May  1757.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  Charles-Town, 
printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  1 757. 

Fo.,  pp.  27.    Library  of  Congress, 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  tricesimo-primo.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly  begun  and  holden  at  Charles-Town,  in  the  thirty- 
first  year  of  /  the  reign  of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the 
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Second,  by  the  /  grace  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France, 
and  Ireland,  /  king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and 
in  the  year  of  /  our  Lord  1  757:  and  from  thence  continued 
by  divers  adjourn-  /  ments  to  the  nineteenth  day  of  May, 
1 758  /  Arms  /  South-Carolina :  Charles-Town ;  printed  by 
Peter  Timothy,  1 758. 

Fo.,  pp.  35.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Peter 
Bacot  and  is  annotated  with  MS.  notes. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  II.  /  Magnae  Britanniae,  Franciae, 
&  Hiberniae,  /  Tricesimo-secundo.  /  At  a  General  Assem- 
bly begun  and  holden  at  Charles-  /  Town,  on  Thursday  the 
sixth  day  of  October,  in  the  thirty-first  /  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Se-  /  cond  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  /  Ireland,  king,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in  /  the  year  of  our 
Lord  1757:  And  from  thence  continued  by  di-  /  vers  ad- 
journments to  the  7th  day  of  April,  1759.  /  [Arms]  / 
South-Carolina:  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Tim- 
othy. 1  759. 

Fo.,  pp.  28.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob 
Motte. 

Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  the  prov- 
ince of  /  South-Carolina,  /  in  the  years  /  1755,  1756, 
1757,  1758.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  /  Charles- 
Town:  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  /  the  Honor- 
able Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1 759. 

Fo.,  pp.  83.     Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  South  Carolina,  / 
passed  the  7th  of  April,  1 759  /  [Arms]  /  South  Carolina: 
/  Charles-Town:  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  the 
Honourable  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1  759. 

Fo.,  pp.  58-j-table.     Library  of  Congress. 
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Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  in  the  year  1760.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina;  / 
Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  /  to  the 
Honourable  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1 760. 

Fo.,  pp.  58.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regis  /  Georgii  II.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae. 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  tricesimo-tertio.  /  At  a  General 
Assembly,  begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles-Town,  on  Thurs- 
day the  sixth  day  of  /  October,  in  the  thirty-first  year  of  the 
reign  of  our  /  sovereign  lord  George  the  Second;  by  the 
grace  /  of  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  / 
king,  defender  of  the  faith,  and  so  forth;  and  in  /  the  year 
of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  /  and  fifty-seven; 
and  from  thence  continued  by  divers  /  prorogations  and  ad- 
journments to  the  thirty-first  day  /  of  July  one  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  sixty  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  / 
Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  the 
Honourable  the  Commons-House  of  Assembly,  1 760. 

Fo.,  pp.  half  title  (The  Tax- Act,  /  passed  the  31  day  of  July. 
1760  /  with  the  estimate) +29.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly 
Jacob  Motte's  copy. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  in  the  year  1761.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina: 
/  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  /  to 
the  Honourable  the  Commons-House  of  Assembly,  1 76L 

Fo.,  pp.  26.    Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  in  the  year  1762.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  / 
Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  /  to 
the  Honourable  the  Commons-House  of  Assembly,  1 762. 

Fo.,  pp.  50.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  III.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
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Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  /  secundo.  /  At  a  General  Assem- 
bly, begun  and  hoi-  /  den  at  Charles-Town,  on  Saturday 
the  sixth  day  of  /  February,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign 
of  our  so-  /  vereign  Lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of 
/  God,  of  Great-Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  /  king,  de- 
fender of  the  faith,  and  so  forth;  and  in  /  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  /  and  sixty-two.  / 
[Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by 
Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  /  the  Honourable  the  Commons- 
House  of  Assembly,  1 762. 

Fo..  pp.  Half  title  (The  /  Tax-Act.  /  passed  the  29th  of  May. 
1 762.  /  With  the  estimate.) 4-30.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly 
the  copy  of  Jacob  Motte. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  in  the  year  1 764.  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina :  / 
Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  /  to  the 
Honourable  the  Commons-House  of  Assembly,  1765. 

Fo.,  pp.  34.     Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  III.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae  &  Hiberniae.  /  quarto.  /  At  a  General  Assembly, 
begun  and  holden  at  Charles-  /  Town  on  Monday  the  twen- 
ty-fifth day  of  October,  in  the  third  /  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  George  the  Third  /  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  Great-Britain,  France  and  Ire-  /  land.  king,  defender  of 
the  faitli,  and  so  forth,  /  and  in  the  /  year  of  our  Lord 
1 762 :  and  from  thence  continued,  by  a  pro-  /  rogation  and 
divers  adjournments,  to  the  6th  day  of  October  in  /  the 
year  of  our  Lord  1764:  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina: 
Charles-Town,  printed  by    Peter  Timothy,  1  764. 

Fo.,  pp.  36.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly  the  copy  of  Jacob 
Motte. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  '/  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  in  the  year  1765  /  [Arms]  /  South-Carolina:  / 
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Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  /  to  the 
Honourable  the  Commons-House  of  Assembly,  1 765. 
Fo.,  pp.  32.    Library  of  Congress. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  III.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae  &  Hiberniae,  /  sexto.  /  At  a  General  Assembly 
begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles-Town  on  Monday  the  twen- 
ty-eighth day  of  Oc-  /  tober,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
our  sovereign  lord  /  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God, 
of  Great-  /  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender 
of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 765 : 
/  And  from  thence  continued,  by  divers  adjournments,  to  / 
Wednesday  the  2d.  day  of  July,  1 776.  /  [Arms]  /  South- 
Carolina:  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy, 
1766. 

Fo.,  pp.  Half  title  (The  /  Tax- Act  /  and  /  estimate,  /  passed 
the  22  day  of  July,  1766)-f-30.  Library  of  Congress.  Formerly 
Benjamin  Dart's  copy. 

Anno  regni.  /  Georgii  III.  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae. 
Franciae  &  Hiberniae,  /  septimo.  /  At  a  General  Assembly 
begun  and  holden  at  /  Charles-Town,  on  Monday  the  twen- 
ty-eighth day  of  /  October,  in  the  fifth  year  of  die  reign  of 
our  sovereign  /  lord  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God. 
of  /  Great  Britain.  France  and  Ireland,  king,  de-  /  fender 
of  the  faith,  and  so  forth,  and  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1 765 : 
and  from  thence  continued,  by  divers  ad-  /  journments  and 
a  prorogation,  to  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  /  May  1 767.  / 
[Arms]  /  Charles-Town;  South-Carolina:  /  Printed  and 
sold  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  the  /  Honourable  the 
Commons  House  of  Assembly.  1 768. 

Fo.,  pp.  31.    Library  of  Congress. 

An  /  Act  /  for  regulating  and  ascertaining  the  /  rates  / 
of  /  wharfage  of  ships  /  and  /  merchandize :  /  and  also,  / 
for  ascertaining  the  /  rates  of  storage  /  in  Charles-Town  / 
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[Arms]  /  Charles-Town,  South-Carolina:  /  Printed  and 
sold  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  the  Honourable  /  the 
Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1 768. 

Fo.,  pp.  Half  title  (An  Act  /  for  regulating  and  ascertaining  the 
/  rates  /  of  /  wharfage  of  ships  and  merchandize:  /  for  ascertain- 
ing the  /  rates  of  storage;  /  and  regulating  the  measuring  of  /  fire- 
wood and  coals.  /  Passed  the  12th  day  of  April,  ]763.)-\-]3. 
Library  of  Congress.     Contains  MS.  notes. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina, 
/  passed  the  12th  of  April,  1768  /  [Arms]  /  Charles- 
Town,  /  South-Carolina :  /  Printed  and  sold  by  Peter  Tim- 
othy, printer  to  the  Honourable  /  the  Commons  House  of 
Assembly,  1768. 

Fo.,  pp.,  half  titIe-|-84-|-table.     Library  of  Congress. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina,. 
/  passed  in  the  year  1 769  /  [Arms]  /  Charles-Town, 
South-Carolina :  /  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  printer  to  the 
Honourable  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1 769.  / 
[Arms] 

Fo.,  pp.,  half  title  (Acts  /  passed  by  the  /  General  Assembly  / 
of  /  South-Carolina,  /  on  the  23d  day  of  August,  I  769) +48+ 
table.      Library  of  Congress.^     Formerly  the  copy  of  Benjamin  Dart. 

A  true  and  historical  /  narrative  /  of  the  colony  of  / 
Georgia  /  in  America,  /  from  the  first  settlement  thereof 
until  /  this  present  period:  /  containing  /  the  most  authen- 
tick  facts,  matters  and  trans-  /  actions  therein;  /  together 
with  /  His  Majesty's  charter,  representations  of  the  /  peo- 
ple, letters,  &c.  /  and  a  dedication  to  His  Excellency  Gen- 
eral Oglethorpe.  /  By  Pat.  Tailfer,  M.  D.  /  Hugh  An- 
derson,  M.  D.  /  Da.  Douglas,  and  others,  /  land-holders  in 
Georgia,  at  present  in  Charles-Town  in  South  Carolina.  / 

^The  gathering  of  these  titles  from  the  volumes  in  the  Library  of  Gingress 
was  done  for  me  by  Miss  Mabel  L.  Webber,  Librarian  of  the  South  Carolina. 
Historical  Society,  to  whom  I  am  deeply  grateful  therefor. 
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[Six  lines  Latin  quotation]  /  Charles-Town,  South-Caro- 
lina: /  Printed  by  P.  Timothy,  for  the  authors,  /  M.  DCC. 
XLI. 

12  mo.,  pages  xviii-f-1 18.  South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 
Journal  /  of  the  /  congress  of  the  four  /  Southern  gov- 
ernors, /  and  the  /  Superintendent  of  that  district,  /  with 
the  /  five  nations  of  Indians,  /  at  Augusta,  1 763.  /  South- 
Carolina:  /  Charles-Town:  /  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy, 
M,  DCCLXIV. 

Fo.  (37  cm.),  pp.  45.  Only  fifty  copies  printed.  Collection  of 
Mrs.  L.  Z.  Leiter,  Washington,  D.  C.^ 

The  /  man  /  unmasked :  /  or,  the  /  world  undeceived,  / 
in  /  the  author  of  the  late  pamphlet,  /  intitled,  /  "Extracts 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  /  High  Court  of  Vice-Admir- 
alty /  in  Charles  Town,  South  Carolina,'*  &c.  /  with  / 
suitable  remarks  /  on  that  masterly  performance.  /  By  Eg- 
erton  Leigh.  /  [Seven  lines  of  quotations.]  /  Charles- 
Town:  /  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy,  M,  DCC,  LXIX. 

O.  pp.  1 5 4-|- appendix  of  44  pp.,  postscript  of  1 6  pp.  and  one  p. 
of  errata.     Charleston  Library  Society. 

Extracts  /  of  /  letters,  &c.  /  Published  by  order  of  Con- 
gress. /  Charles-Town.  /  Printed  by  Peter  Timothy.  /  M, 
DCC,  LXXVI. 

Collation;  16  mo.  Half  title  ("Copies  of  Extracts  from,  inter- 
cepted and  other  LETTERS,  from  John  Stuart,  Esq. ;  Major  Fur- 
long,  George  Frederick  Mulcaster,  Lord  William  Campbell,  Gover- 
nor Ton})n,  and  Lieutenant  Governor  Moultrie  to  the  Generals  Gage, 
and  James  Grant.  Also  of  an  ORIGINAL  LETTER  from  Moses 
Kirkland  to  Col.  Laurens"),  verso  blank,  11;  title,  verso  blank,  11-j- 
3-25.     Historical  Commission  of  South  Carolina. 

On  the  1 1th  of  January,  1775,  the  first  Provincial  Con- 
gress of  South  Carolina  met  in  Charles  Town,  the  session 

^I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Hugh  A.  Morrison,  of  the  Library  of  G>ngrets, 
for  thi»  title. 
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lasting  to  the  18th.  The  second  session  of  this  Congress 
was  held  from  June  1st  to  22nd.  A  new  congress  was 
elected  in  August,  1775,  and  the  first  session  of  this  sec- 
ond Provincial  Congress  was  held  in  November,  following. 
The  second  session  was  held  from  February  1  to  March  26, 
1  776.  A  volume  of  extracts  from  the  journal  of  each  ses- 
sion was  printed  by  Peter  Timothy  and  at  least  two  of 
these  volumes  were  reprinted  in  London,  to  which  fact  my 
attention  has  been  called  by  Mr.  T.  L.  Cole.  Full  titles  of 
only  two  of  the  journals  printed  by  Timothy  have  been  ob- 
tained : 

Extracts  /  from  the  /  journals  /  of  the  /  Provincial  Con- 
gress /  of  /  South  Carolina  /  held  at  Charles-Town  June 
1st  to  22d,  1 775.  /  Published  by  order  of  the  Congress.  / 
South-Carolina :  /  Charles  Town,  /  Printed  by  Peter  Tim- 
othy./1 775. 

Small  4to,  pp.  62.     Private  collection. 

Extracts  /  from  the  /  journals  /  of  the  /  Provincial  Con- 
gress/of South-Carolina.  /  Held  at  Charles-Town,  February 
1  st,  1  776.  /  Published  by  order  of  the  Congress.  /  South- 
Carolina:  /  Charles-Town,  printed  by  Peter  Timothy.  / 
M,  DCC,  LXXVI. 

O,  pp.  152.    Charleston  Library  Society. 

The  South-Carolina  Gazette  discontinued  publication 
with  the  issue  for  March  31,1 764,  and  did  not  resume  pub- 
lication until  August  25,  1 764.  No  papers  were  issued  af- 
ter that  date  until  October  1 ,  1 764.  In  the  issue  for  Mon- 
day, October  8th,  under  date  "Charles-Town,  October  1, 
1 764"  and  caption  **A  short  view  of  domestic  occurrences 
&c.  since  the  discontinuance  of  this  Gazette,  from  the  3 1  st  of 
March  last"  the  following  was  published: 

April  4th,     The  paper  hitherto  called  the  South- 
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Carolina  Weekly  Gazette^  appeared  under  the  new  and 
pompous  title  of  **The  South-Carolina  and  American 
General  Gazetted  the  king's  arms  at  the  head  of  it  was 
displaced,  to  introduce  a  new  cut;  and  the  public  was 
advertised,  that  that  paper  **xpas  circulated  in  ALL  the 
provinces  of  South-Carolina,  North-Carolina,  Georgia, 
East-Florida  and  West-Florida,  and  sent  to  every  place 
of  note  on  the  British  American  continent,  and  to  all 
the  islands,  also  to  Great-Britain  and  other  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, so  that  advertisements  published  in  it  had  a  very 
general  as  well  as  speedy  circulation,**  &c. 
The  Charleston  Library  Society  has  an  almost  complete 
file  of  The  South-Carolina  and  American  General  Gazette 
from  Friday,  May  30,  1 766.  to  February  28.  1 781 .    The 
issue  of  May  30.  1 766.  is  No.  395.     Counting  back  three 
hundred  and  ninety-five  weeks  we  see  that  The  South-Caro- 
lina Weekly  Gazette  was  first  issued  about  November  1, 
1 758.    The  proprietor  thereof  was  Robert  Wells,  a  Scotch- 
man.    About  I  774  he  associated  his  son,  John  Wells.  Jr.. 
with  him  under  the  firm  name  of  R.  Wells  &  Son.     In  1 775, 
he  concluded  that  war  was  inevitable  and  being  in  sympathy 
with  the  Crown  withdrew  from  South  Carolina  and  the 
printing  of  The  South-Carolina  and  American  General  Ga- 
zette, which  was  thereafter  conducted  by  John  Wells.  Jr., 
whose  policy  was  favorable  to  the  American  cause;  but  af- 
ter the  British  conquest  of  South  Carolina  the  elder  Wells 
returned  and  on  the  3rd  of  March,  1781,  "Robert  Wells 
&  Son,  printers  to  His  Most  Royal  Majesty,"  began  the 
publication  of  The  Royal  Gazette,  a  semi-weekly,  which 
flourished  in  Charles  Town  until  the  British  evacuation  in 
1 782.     Wells  seems  to  have  engaged  in  book  and  pamphlet 
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printing  quite  extensively.  His  output  of  almanacs  was  es- 
pecially prolific.^ 

The  following  is  my  collection  of  titles  bearing  the  im- 
print of  Wells : 

The  /  South-Carolina  /  almanack  /  and  /  register  /  for 
the  year  of  our  Lord  1 760,  being  /  bissextile  or  leap  year. 
/  Containing  /  an  ephemeris  fitted  to  the  meridian  of  Charles- 
town,  /  whose  latitude  is  32  deg.  40  min.  north,  and  Ion-  / 
gitude  78  deg.  45  min.  west  from  London ;  but  /  may  serve 
for  any  part  of  this  or  the  neighbouring  /  provinces.  /  Also 
/  more  curious,  entertaining  and  useful  particulars  re-  /  lat- 
ing  to  this  province  than  ever  were  before  /  published  in  any 
almanack.  /  To  which  is  prefixed,  /  the  method  of  prepar- 
ing the  body  of  the  small-pox  /  of  inoculation,  &c.  by  the 
best  physician.  And,  /  the  famous  Pitcairn*s  method  of 
curing  the  /  small-pox.  /  By  George  Andrews,  Esq;  / 
Charles  Town :  /  Printed  by  Robert  Wells,  and  sold  at  his 
/  shop  on  the  Bay. 

1 6  mo.,  pp.  50.  This  is  the  first  almanac  by  Andrews  that  was 
printed  in  Charles  Town,  as  shown  by  the  preface  thereof.  Collec- 
tion of  Miss  EHzabeth  Heyward  Jervey,  Charleston,  S.  C. 

The  /  South-Carolina  /  almanack  /  and  /  register,  /  for 
the  /  year  of  our  Lord,  1 763 ;  /  from  the  creation  of  the 
world,  5772;  /  and,  of  the  Julian  period  6476:  /  being  the 
third  leap-year.  /  Calculated  /  for  the  Latitude  of  32  deg. 
40  min.  North,  and  /  Longitude  78  deg.  45  min.  West  from 
London;  and  may  /  serve,  without  any  sensible  errour,  for 
any  part  of  South-  /  Carolina,  Georgia,  or  North-Carolina. 
/  Containing  /  a  variety  of  curious,  useful  and  entertaining 
re-  /  marks  and  particulars,  not  to  be  found  in  any  /  other 

^I  find  that  Timothy  advertised  a  South  Carolina  Almanac  in  his  Gazette 
so  early  as  the  thirties,  but  never  having  seen  a  copy  I  cannot  say  whether  he 
printed  them  or  not.    Evans  mentions  one  printed  by  Timothy  in  1761. 
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almanack.  /  By  George  Andrews,  Esq ;  /  [One  line  Latin 
quotation]  /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  by  Robert  Wells, 
and  sold  at  his  shop  on  the  Bay.  / 

1 6  mo.  South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 
The  /  South-Carolina  /  almanack,  /  for  the  year  of 
our  Lord  /  1765.^  /  Containing  /  the  lunations,  eclipses, 
sun's  and  moon's  rising  /  and  setting,  aspects,  judgment  of 
weather,  &c.  /  By  John  Tobler,  of  New- Windsor,  Esq;  / 
also,  /  besides  what  is  common  in  almanacs,  /  a  variety  of 
useful  directions,  in  purchasing  /  lands,  to  recover  persons 
that  may  seem  dead,  how  to  /  escape  in  fires,  approved  rem- 
edies against  the  common  /  and  whooping  cough,  /  also  the 
convulsive  hiccup,  the  /  cramp,  worms,  old  ulcers,  how  to 
stop  the  blood  if  /  wounded  in  the  woods,  to  destroy  bugs, 
mend  broken  /  glass  and  jars,  how  to  recover  the  salt  from 
brine,  and  /  making  it  useful  again  and  better  than  before, 
to  prevent  /  rabbits  from  destroying  plants,  &c.  &c.  /  [Four 
lines  quotation]  /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  by  R.  Wells 
and  D.  Bruce. 

1 6  mo.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

The  /  South-Carolina  &  Georgia  /  almanack,  /  for  the 
year  of  our  Lord  /  1 765.  /  Containing  /  the  lunations,  ec- 
lipses, sun's  and  moon's  rising  /  and  setting,  aspects,  judg- 
ment of  weather,  &c.  /  By  John  Tobler,  of  New  Windsor, 
Esq ;  /  Also,  besides  what  is  common  in  almanacks,  /  a  va- 
riety of  useful  directions,  in  purchasing  /  lands,  to  recover 
persons  that  may  seem  dead,  how  to  /  escape  in  fires,  ap- 
proved remedies  against  the  common  /  and  whooping  cough, 
also  the  convulsive  hiccup,  the  cramp,  worms,  old  ulcers, 
how  to  stop  the  blood  if  /  wounded  in  the  woods,  to  de- 
stroy bugs,  mend  broken  /  glass  and  jars,  how  to  recover 

^Evans  mentions  one  by  Andrews  for  1764,  printed  by  Robert  Wells  (?). 
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the  salt  from  brine  and  /  making  it  useful  again  and  better 
than  before,  to  prevent  rabbits  from  destroying  plants,  &c. 
&c.  /  So  glide  the  hours,  so  wears  the  day,  /  These  mo- 
ments measure  scenes  of  shade  and  light  /  Rise  to  eternal 
day  or  sink  in  endless  night.  /  Charles  Town :  /  Printed  by 
R.  Wells  and  D.  Bruce. 

16  mo.,  pp.  30.    Library  of  Congress. 

The  /  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  /  almanack,  /  for  the 
year  of  /  our  Lord  1 770.  /  Calculated  for  the  Latitude  of 
33  deg.  North.  /  Containing,  /  the  lunations,  eclipses,  sun's 
and  moon's  rising,  and  /  setting,  aspects,  judgment  of  the 
weather,  &c.  /  By  John  Tobler,  Esq ;  /  Also,  many  useful 
and  valuable  receipts;  gardiner's  kalendar;  /  rules  to  pre- 
vent approaching  disorders;  directions  for  the  nursing  and 
/  bring  up  of  children;  rules  for  the  choice  of  aliment;  /  res- 
olutions of  the  inhabitants  of  South-Carolina,  and  of  / 
Georgia;  tables  of  interest,  roads,  and  many  other  particu- 
lars. /  [A  double  column  poem  on  "Time"]  /  Charles 
Town :  /  Printed  for  the  editor.  /  Sold ;  in  South  Carolina, 
by  Robert  Wells,  at  the  Old  Printing  /  House,  Great  Sta- 
tionary and  Book  Shop  in  Charlestown.  In  Georgia  by  / 
James  Johnston,  at  the  printing-office  in  Savannah. 
1 2  mo.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

The  /  Georgia  /  almanack,  /  for  the  year  of  /  our  Lord 
1 771.  /  Containing,  the  lunations,  eclipses,  sun's  and  moon's 
rising  and  /  setting,  aspects,  /  judgment  of  the  wealth,  &c.  7i 
By  John  Tobler,  Esq.  /  Also,  /  many  useful  and  valuable 
receipts;  gardiner's  ka-  /  lendar;  general  observations  and 
direc-  /  tions  concerning  health,  meats,  drinks,  digestion,  ef- 
fects of  the  weather,  &c.  &c.  and,  /  an  essay  by  a  freeholder 
of  South-Caroli-  /  na,  on  the  very  important  subjects  now 
in  debate  /  between  Great-Britain  and  her  colonies.  /  A 
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tide-table,  table  of  interest.  &c.  &c.  &c.  /  Charlestown, 
printed  for  the  editor:  /  Sold  in  Georgia,  by  James  John- 
ston, at  his  printing-office  in  /  Savannah;  South  Carolina, 
by  Robert  Wells,  at  the  Old  Printing-House,  Great  Station- 
ary and  Book  Store,  in  Charlestown. 
1 2  mo.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

The  /  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  /  almanack,  /  for  the 
year  of  /  our  Lord  1774.  /  Containing  /  the  lunations; 
eclipses;  rising  and  setting  of  the  sun;  /  rising,  setting  and 
southing  of  the  moon  and  stars;  /  aspects;  judgment  of  the 
weather,  &c.  /  By  John  Tobler,  Esq.  /  Also,  /  many  valu- 
able receipts  &  directions,  /  table  of  interest,  /  weight  & 
value  of  money,  tide-table,  /  and  /  many  other  curious  & 
useful  particulars.  /  [Nine  lines  of  quotations.]  /  Charles- 
town: printed  for  the  editor.  /  Sold  in  South-Carolina,  by 
Robert  Wells,  /  at  the  Old  Printing  House,  /  Great  Sta- 
tionery and  Book  Store  in  Charlestown.  /  Sold  in  Georgia, 
by  James  Johnston  at  the  printing-office  in  Savannah. 
12  mo.     South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

The  /  South-Carolina  and  Georgia  /  almanack,  /  for 
the  year  of  /  our  Lord  1776.  /  Being  bisextile  or  leap- 
year.  /  Containing  /  the  lunations;  eclipses;  rising  and  set- 
ting of  the  /  sun:  rising,  setting  and  southing  of  the  moon 
and  /  stars;  aspects;  judgment  of  the  weather.  &c.  &c  /  By 
John  Tobler,  Esq ;  /  Also  the  declaration  by  the  representa- 
tives of  the  united  colonies  of  North  America  now  met  in 
general  congress  at  Philadelphia;  setting  forth  the  /  causes 
and  necessities  of  their  taking  up  arms :  account  /  of  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Swiss  confederacy:  Mr.  Mellichamp's  /  di- 
rections for  making  Indigo,  equal  to  the  best  French;  / 
valuable  receipts  and  directions:  table  of  interest,  tide  / 
table,  &c.  &c  /  [Four  lines  of  quotations]  /  Charleston: 
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Printed  for  the  editor.  /  Sold  in  South-Carolina,  by  Rob- 
ert Wells.  /  at  the  Old  Printing-House,  /  Great  Stationary 
and  Book  Store  in  Charleston.  /  Sold  in  Georgia,  by  James 
Johnston  at  the  printing-  /  office  in  Savannah. 

1 2  mo.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society ;  Library  of  Congress. 

Well's  /  Register:  /  together  with  an  /  almanack  /  cal- 
culated /  for  the  meridian  of  longitude  72°  West  from  Lon- 
don, and  /  the  parallel  of  latitude  where  the  Arctick  pole  is 
elevated  32°  above  the  horizon.  /  By  George  Andrews,  Es- 
quire. /  For  the  year  of  our  Lord  1  774,  /  from  the  creation 
of  the  world,  5783,  /  and  of  the  Julian  period  6487,  /  the 
second  after  bisextile  or  leap-year.  /  [Line  of  quotation]  / 
The  twelfth  edition.  /  [Coat-of-arms  of  Great  Britain]  / 
Charlestown.  /  Printed  and  sold  by  Robert  Wells. 
1 6  mo.     South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

The  practical  /  justice  of  the  peace  /  and  /  parish-officer, 
/  of  His  Majesty's  province  of  /  South-Carolina.  /  By  Wil- 
liam Simpson  /  one  of  the  assistant-judges  of  the  court  of 
general  sessions  of  /  the  peace,  assize,  &c.  of  the  said  prov- 
ince. /  Charlestown :  /  Printed  by  Robert  Wells,  opposite 
to  the  Exchange.  /  MDCCLXL 

O,  pp.  276.    Charleston  Library  Society. 

The  /  rules  and  /  by-laws  /  of  the  /  Charles  Town  Li- 
brary Society.  /  Together  with  /  the  Act  of  the  General  As- 
sembly of  South-Carolina  /  for  /  incorporating  the  Society, 
/  confirmed  by  His  Majesty:  /  and  a  brief  /  historical  in- 
troduction. /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  for  the  society  by 
Robert  Wells.  /  MDCCLXIL 

O,  pp.  xii-j- 1 4.  Charleston  Library  Society. 

The  /  rules  and  by-laws  /  of  the  /  Charlestown  Library 
Society:  /  and  /  the  Act  of  the  Legislature  of  /  South- 
Carolina,  /  incorporating  the  said  society,  /  with  the  royal 
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confirmation.    /  The  third  edition.  /  Charlestown :  /  Print- 
ed for  the  society  by  Robert  Wells.  /  MDCCLXX. 
O,  pp.  26.     Charleston  Library  Society. 

A  /  catalogue  /  of  /  books,  /  belonging  to  the  incor- 
porated /  Charles  Town  Library  Society,  /  with  the  dates 
of  the  editions.  /  [Line  of  Greek  quotation  with  transla- 
tion] /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  for  the  society,  by  Robert 
Wells.  /  MDCCLXX. 

O,  pp.  36.     Charleston  Library  Society. 

Appendix  /  to  the  /  catalogue  /  of  /  books,  /  belonging 
to  the  incorporated  /  Charles  Town  Library  Society.  / 
[Line  of  Greek  quotation]  /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  for 
the  society,  by  Robert  Wells.  /  MDCCLXXIL 

O,  pp.   II.     Charleston  Library  Society. 

A  /  catalogue  /  of  /  books,  /  given  and  devised  /  by  / 
John  Mackenzie  Esquire,  /  to  the  /  Charles  Town  Li- 
brary Society,  /  for  /  the  use  of  the  college  when  erected.  / 
Charles  Town:  /  Printed  for  the  society,  /  by  Robert 
Wells.  /  MDCCLXIL 

O,  pp.  24.    Charleston  Library  Society. 

Anno  regni  /  Georgii  IL  /  regis  /  Magnae  Britanniae, 
Franciae,  &  Hiberniae,  quarto.  /  At  the  parliament  begun 
and  holden  at  West-  /  minster,  the  nineteenth  day  of  May, 
Anno  Dom.  1761,  /  in  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  our 
sovereign  lord  /  George  the  Third,  by  the  grace  of  God.  of 
Great-  /  Britain,  France,  and  Ireland,  king,  defender  of  the 
/  faith,  etc.  /  And  from  thence  continued  by  several  proro- 
gations to  the  fifteenth  /  day  of  November,  1 763,  being  the 
third  session  of  the  twelfth  /  parliament  of  Great  Britain.  / 
[Arms]  /  London:  /  Printed  by  Mark  Baskett  printer  to 
the  king's  most  excellent  majesty.  1764.  /  Charlestown:  / 
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Reprinted  by  Robert  Wells,  and  sold  at  his  /  shop  opposite 
to  the  Exchange. 

Quarto,  pp.  24.    Library  of  Congress. 

Rules  /  of  the  /  St.  Cecilia  /  Society  /  Charlestown :  / 
Printed,  for  the  society  by  Robert  Wells  /  MDCC- 
LXXIV. 

16  mo.     South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

In  The  South-Carolina  and  American  General  Gazette 
for  Friday,  December  9,  1774,  I  find  the  following  notice: 
Published  this  Day 

By  Robert  Wells,  At  the  Great  Stationary  &  Book  Store 
Extracts  from  the  VoTES  and  PROCEEDINGS  of  the  AMERICAN 
Continental  Congress,  held  at  Philadelphia  on  the  5  th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1774;  As  published  by  order  of  the  CONGRESS;  Contain- 
ing The  Bill  of  Rights.  A  List  of  Grievances.  Occasional  Re- 
solves, The  Association,  An  Address  to  the  People  of  Great- 
Britain,  and  A  MEMORIAL  to  the  INHABITANTS  of  the  BRITISH 
American  Colonies.    Price  7s.  6d. 

In  1 767  Charles  Crouch,  a  young  man  who  had  served 
an  apprenticeship  under  Peter  Timothy,  started  a  third 
newspaper  in  Charles  Town.  It  was  called  The  South-Car- 
olina Gazette;  And  Country  Journal,  and  the  first  issue 
thereof  appeared  December  1 7,  1 765. 

It  will  be  observed  that  each  of  the  three  newspapers  then 
publishing  in  Charles  Town  contained  the  word  "gazette" 
which  was  then  more  generally  used  than  "newspaper"  or 
"paper."  Of  course,  there  were  many  papers  in  that  day 
that  did  not  use  the  word  "gazette"  but  used  "news,"  "mer- 
cury," "journal"  or  other  similar  and  appropriate  names, 
but  in  the  case  of  the  Charles  Town  papers  there  was  a  very 
weighty  reason  why  the  word  gazette  should  have  formed 
a  part  of  the  title  of  each  one  published  in  the  Province: 
the  laws  prescribed  that  certain  official  business  should  be 
published  at  certain  times  in  the  "gazettes."  In  order  that 
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there  might  be  no  doubt  about  each  paper  being  a  gazette 
each  paper  incorporated  the  word  into  its  title. 

Crouch,  like  Timothy  and  Wells,  did  not  confine  the  work 
of  his  press  to  his  gazette.  He  also  printed  stationery,  legal 
blanks,  pamphlets,  books,  etc.  He  too  reprinted  the  little 
pamphlet  of  proceedings  of  the  Continental  Congress  of 
1  774,  for  in  his  gazette  for  Tuesday,  December  20,  1 774, 
we  find  this  notice: 

Just  published,  and  to  be  SOLD  by  Charles  Crouch.  at  his 

Printing  Office  on  the  Bay. 

Extracts 

From  the  VoTES  and  PROCEEDINGS  of  the 

American  Continental 

Congress, 

Held  at  Philadelphia,  on  the  Fifth  Day  of  September. 

1774. 

Containing 

The  Bill  of  Rights,  a  List  of  Grievances,  occasional  Resolves,  the 

Association,  and  Address  to  the  People  of  Great  Britain,  and  a 

Memorial  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  American  Colonies. 

It  was  in  Crouch's  paper  of  June  13,  1 775,  that  there  was 
printed  the  now  famous  resolutions  of  Mecklenburg  County, 
North  Carolina,  which  were  passed  in  Charlotte  on  May 
31,1 775,  setting  up  a  temporary  government  for  the  county 
in  the  absence  of  the  crown  government  which  had  been 
suspended,  and  which  have  since  evoluted  into  a  full-fledged 
"Declaration  of  Independence."  In  his  paper  of  August  1 , 
1775,  Crouch  gave  notice  of  the  temporary  suspension  of 
his  paper  during  a  contemplated  absence,  announcing  that  he 
would  complete  his  advertising  obligations  by  issuing  several 
supplements  after  the  last  regular  issue  of  August  1  st.  On 
the  24th  of  August  he  embarked  for  Philadelphia,  whither 
he  was  going  to  lay  in  supplies  for  enlarging  his  plant.  The 
vessel  whereon  he  embarked  has  never  been  heard  of  since. 
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The  Charleston  Library  Society  possesses  an  almost  com- 
plete file  of  Crouch's  paper,  only  twenty-five  numbers  being 
missing  from  the  ten  years  of  the  file. 

In  1 778,  Mrs.  Ann  Crouch,  widow  of  Charles,  revived 
her  husband's  paper  under  the  name  of  The  Charlestown 
Gazette  and  conducted  it  until  the  capture  of  Charles  Town 
by  the  British  in  1 780.  A  few  numbers  of  her  paper  are  in 
the  Charleston  Library. 

The  following  almanacs  bear  Crouch's  imprimatur : 
An  /  almanack,  /  agreeable  to  the  new-stile,  /  and  on  / 
an  entire  new-plan.  For  the  year  of  Christian  account  / 
1 768.  /  Being  leap-year.  /  Years.  /  From  the  beginning  of 
the  great  Julian  period,  6481.  /  From  the  creation  of  the 
world,  5718.  /  By  the  Jews,  Hebrews,  and  rabbies,  5528, 
/  since  the  landing  of  Julius  Caesar  in  England,  1822.  / 
Wherein  is  given,  /  the  time  of  the  sun's  rising  and  setting; 
the  length  of  every  /  day;  the  time  of  the  change  and  full 
of  the  moon;  the  /  moon's  age  every  day;  the  part  of  the 
body  where  the  sign  is  /  every  day;  the  difference  of  time 
between  the  sun  and  a  true  /  going  clock  or  watch,  every  five 
days ;  the  time  of  the  /  moon's  rising  and  setting ;  the  time  of 
the  seven  star's  rising  /  southing,  and  setting,  and  the  time 
of  some  of  the  planets  rising,  /  southing,  and  setting,  and 
several  other  stars ;  the  eclipses  /  of  the  sun  and  moon,  the  as- 
pects, and  judgment  of  the  /  weather,  and  the  remarkable 
days  throughout  the  year,  with  /  several  other  things  both 
improving  and  diverting.  /  Calculated  for  the  meridian  of 
Charles-Town,  /  in  South-Carolina,  /  in  lat.  32  deg.  and 
45  min.  north,  and  fitted  to  that  meridian  /  difference  of 
time  from  London,  which  is  5  hours  and  15  minutes  west, 
but  may  serve  all  the  adjacent  parts,  wdth  little  /  error,  from 
Maryland  to  East-Florida.  /  By  William  Ball,  philomath. 
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/  Charles-Town :  /  Printed  and  sold  by  Charles  Crouch  in 
Elliott-street,  the  corner  of  Gadsden's  alley. 
Pp.  44.     Library  of  Congress. 

Poor  Tom  revived :  /  being  More*s  /  almanack,  for  the  / 
year  of  Christian  account,  /  1  770.  /  And  /  from  the  crea- 
tion by  scripture,  5779.  /  By  the  eastern  and  Greek  Christ- 
ians, 7278.  /  And  by  the  Jews,  the  Hebrews  and  the  rab- 
bies,  5530.  /  Since  the  landing  of  Julius  Caesar,  in  Eng- 
land, 1824.  /  Being  the  second  after  leap-year.  /  Calculat- 
ed for  the  latitude  of  32  degrees,  and  45  minutes  north,  but 
without  any  sensible  error,  may  serve  from  Maryland  to  / 
East-Florida.  /  Wherein  are  contained,  [Eight  lines  con- 
cerning the  contents]  /  By  Thomas  More,  philom.  /  My 
purpose  is  to  please,  and  have  you  buy,  /  No  other  scheme 
doth  at  the  bottom  lie.  /  Charles-Town:  /  Printed  and 
sold  by  Charles  Crouch,  in  Elliot-  /  street,  the  corner  of 
Gadsden's  alley. 

16  mo.,  pp.  24.    Library  of  Congress. 

Poor  Tom  revived :  /  being  More's  /  almanack,  for  the  / 
year  of  Christian  account,  /  1 771.  /  And  /  from  the  crea- 
tion by  Scripture,  5780.  /  By  the  eastern  and  Greek  Chris- 
tians, 7279.  /  And  by  the  Jews,  the  Hebrews,  and  the  rab- 
bies,  5531./  Since  the  landing  of  Julius  Caesar  in  England, 
1825.  /  Being  the  third  after  leap-year.  /  Calculated  for 
the  lat.  of  32  deg.  and  45  min.  north,  but  without  /  any 
sensible  error,  may  serve  from  Maryland  to  East-Florida.  / 
Wherein  are  contained,  /  [Eight  lines  concerning  the  con- 
tents] /  By  Thomas  More,  philom.  /  My  purpose  is  to 
please  and  have  you  buy,  /  No  other  scheme  doth  at  the 
bottom  lie.  /  Charles-Town :  /  Printed  and  sold  by  Charles 
Crouch,  in  Elliott-  /  street,  the  comer  of  Gadsden's  alley. 
1 6  mo.,  pp.  24.     Library  of  Congress. 
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Poor  Tom  revived:  /  being  More's  /  almanack,  /  for 
the  /  year  of  Christian  account,  /  1 772.  /  And,  /  from  the 
creation  by  Scripture,  5781,  /  by  the  eastern  and  Greek 
Christians,  7280,  /  and  by  the  Jews,  the  Hebrews  and  the 
rabbies,  5532.  /  Since  the  landing  of  Julius  Caesar  in  Eng- 
land, 1 826.  /  Being  bissextile  or  leap-year.  /  Calculated  for 
the  lat.  of  32  deg.  and  45  min.  north,  but  without  /  any 
sensible  error,  may  serve  from  Maryland  to  East-Florida.  / 
Wherein  are  contained,  /  [Eight  lines  concerning  the  con- 
tents] /  By  Thomas  More,  philom.  /  Charles-Town:  / 
Printed  and  sold  by  Charles  Crouch,  in  Elliott-  /  street,  the 
corner  of  Gadsden's  alley. 

16  mo.,  pp.  24.     Library  of  Congress. 

There  was  another  printer  to  open  an  office  in  Charles 
Town  about  the  same  time  that  Crouch  opened  his.  This 
was  David  Bruce.  It  will  be  observed  that  he  was  joint 
printer  with  Robert  Wells  of  the  1 765  issues  of  The  South- 
Carolina  Almanac  and  The  South-Carolina  &  Georgia  Al- 
manac. I  have  been  able  to  secure  the  titles  of  several  other 
volumes  printed  by  him,  as  follows : 

Extracts  /  from  the  /  proceedings  of  the  high  court  of 
vice-admiralty  /  in  Charlestown,  /  South-Carolina  /  upon  '/ 
six  several  informations  /  adjudged  by  /  the  Honourable 
Egerton  Leigh,  Esq.  /  sole  judge  of  that  court,  /  and  /  His 
Majesty's  attorney-general  in  the  said  province  /  in  the  years 
1 767  and  1 768.  /  With  explanatory  remarks,  &c.  /  and 
copies  of  two  extraordinary  oaths  /  to  which  are  subjoined, 
/  recapitulation  /  reflections  arising  from  a  retrospection  / 
of  a  late  case,  /  and  some  /  general  observations  on  Ameri- 
can custom-house  officers  /  and  courts  of  vice-admiralty.  / 
The  second  edition  with  a  appendix.  /   [Eleven  lines  of 
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quotations]  /  Charles  Town:  /  Printed  by  David  Bruce. 
MDCCLXIX. 

Sm.  folio,  pp.  49-f-4.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

An  /  appendix  /  to  the  /  extracts  /  from  the  /  pro- 
ceedings of  the  high  court  of  vice-admiralty  in  /  Charles- 
town,  South-Carolina,  &c.  /  Containing  /  strictures  upon, 
and  proper  answers  to,  /  a  pamphlet  entitled,  /  The  man 
Unmask'd,  /  published  by  Egerton  Leigh.  /  Together  with 
/  a  full  refutation  of  Mr.  Leigh's  attempts  to  /  vindicate  his 
judicial  proceedings.  /  [Seven  lines  quotation]  7  Charles- 
town:  Printed  by  David  Bruce.  /  MDCCLXIX. 

Small  folio,  pp.  64.    South  Carolina  Historical  Society. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina. 
/  Passed  the  7th  of  April,  1  770.  /  [Arms]  /  Charlestown, 
South  Carolina:  /  Printed  by  David  Bruce,  for  the  Hon- 
ourable the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1 770. 

Fo.,  pp.  half  title-j-48-j-table.  Library  of  Congress.  Contains 
MS.  notes. 

Acts  /  of  the  /  General  Assembly  /  of  /  South-Carolina. 
/  Passed  the  20th  of  March,  1771.  /  [Arms]  /  Charles- 
town,  South-Carolina:  /  Printed  by  David  Bruce,  for  the 
Honourable  the  Commons  House  of  Assembly,  1771. 

Fo.,  pp.  half  title-}- 1  7-ftable.     Library  of  Congress. 

It  can  be  readily  seen  that  I  have  found  only  a  small  part 
of  the  output  of  the  printing  presses  of  South  Carolina  dur- 
ing the  provincial  period.  At  one  time  there  were  four 
presses  in  Charles  Town  and  all  of  these  could  not  have 
existed  on  the  sales  of  the  papers  and  volumes  here  pre- 
sented. It  is  evident  that  a  full  collection  of  the  earliest 
Charles  Town  imprints  would  indeed  be  a  rare  collection. 
It  would  not  be  a  very  difficult  task  to  gather  together  in  a 
few  years  a  better  collection  thereof  than  is  now  to  be  found 
anywhere  in  the  world. 


EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY  PRESSES 
IN  TENNESSEE 

By  Edwin  Wiley 

THE  settlement  of  the  West  ranks  as  one  of  the  most 
splendid  enterprises  in  the  history  of  America. 
In  the  face  of  odds,  the  severity  of  which  we  are  wholly 
unable  to  estimate,  the  pioneers  left  the  elder  colonies 
and  established  their  little  communities  in  the  frontier 
wilderness,  point  by  point  pushing  back  the  limits  of  civili- 
zation until  at  last  the  entire  expanse  of  the  Mississippi  Val- 
ley was  claimed  by  the  white  man.  Every  portion  of  that 
territory  has  passed,  within  the  limits  of  a  single  century, 
through  all  of  the  evolutionary  stages  of  society  from  sav- 
agery to  a  civilization  of  the  most  advanced  and  complex 
form.  Any  documents,  therefore,  that  concern  themselves 
with  the  origins  and  transitional  periods  of  such  a  movement 
have  not  only  an  intrinsic  interest,  but  also  the  added  one 
of  throwing  light  upon  the  political,  economic,  and  social 
life  of  their  times. 

It  has  thus  been  of  great  assistance  to  the  historian  that 
the  establishment  of  a  community  of  any  importance  in  the 
West  meant  also  the  establishment  of  a  printing  press.  It  is 
common  to  assume  that  all  frontier  institutional  beginnings 
are  rude  and  uncultured,  that  the  communities  are  made 
up  of  men  of  no  refinement  and  scanty  education.  The  writ- 
ten and  printed  records  of  the  pioneers  in  the  Mississippi 
Valley  strongly  refute  such  assumption  in  their  case.  Even 
the  very  earliest  documents,  such  as  treaties  with  the  In- 
dians, contain  only  in  the  rarest  instances  the  names  of  the 
settlers  signed  with  a  mark,  while  many  of  the  articles  in 
pioneer  newspapers  are  written  with  a  directness  and  dig- 
nity that  put  to  shame  many  of  the  historical  commentaries 
that  have  been  written  about  them. 
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The  early  newspapers  and  books  of  Kentucky  and  Ten- 
nessee give  us  an  accurate  vision  of  the  environment  in  which 
the  Western  pioneers  found  themselves,  of  their  own  ideals 
and  equipment.  Perhaps  the  transcendent  fact  of  all,  was 
their  isolation.  Shut  off  by  the  mountains  on  the  east,  by 
the  infinite  prairies  on  the  west,  and  by  a  closed  Mississippi 
on  the  south,  immediately  surrounded  by  the  great  forest 
in  which  wandered  a  secret  and  vigilant  foe,  there  is  small 
cause  for  surprise  that  their  loneliness  should  have  found 
expression  in  appeals  for  protection,  and,  failing  in  this,  in 
the  publication  of  articles  and  the  passing  of  resolutions  that 
seemed  treasonable  to  the  mother  colonies.  When  Ken- 
tucky and  Tennessee  concluded  that  there  was  no  hope  of 
assistance  from  Virginia,  North  Carolina  or  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment they  decided  that  they  were  fully  able  to  take 
care  of  themselves.  Events  have  proved  the  correctness  of 
this  decision. 

The  earliest  papers  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  were  no 
adventitious  affairs  called  into  being  by  individual  enter- 
prise, but  were  the  result  of  a  far-seeing  paternalism  which 
perceived  the  necessity  for  publicity  and  communal  educa- 
tion. John  Bradford  started  The  Kentucky  Gazette  as  the 
result  of  a  resolution  passed  by  the  Territorial  Convention 
held  at  Danville  in  1 785  in  which  it  was  agreed  "That  to  in- 
sure unanimity  in  the  opinion  of  the  people  respecting  the 
propriety  of  separating  the  district  of  Kentucky  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  forming  a  separate  state  government,  and  to  give 
publicity  to  the  proceedings  of  the  Convention,  it  is  deemed 
essential  to  have  a  printing  press."  Virtually  the  same  con- 
ditions prevailed  in  Tennessee,  for  George  Roulstone,  the 
founder  of  The  Knox\>ille  Gazette,  came  to  Tennessee,  then 
The  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio,  at  the  solicitation  of  Gov- 
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ernor  William  Blount,  the  newly  appointed  territorial  gov- 
ernor. It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  the  beginnings  of  printing 
in  the  Mississippi  Valley  are  inextricably  mingled  with  the 
beginnings  of  its  social  and  political  institutions,  and  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  one  involves  the  other. 

The  first  press  established  in  Tennessee  was  that  of  George 
Roulstone,  at  Hawkins  Court  House,  now  Rogersville,  Ten- 
nessee, from  which  was  issued  The  Knoxville  Gazette,  the 
first  number  appearing  November  5,  1 791.  The  naming  of 
the  little  sheet  was  somewhat  anticipatory  as  Knoxville  was 
not  at  that  time  in  existence  save  in  the  mind  of  William 
Blount,  the  Territorial  governor.  Barring  a  block-house 
situated  on  a  high  hill  overlooking  the  river,  and  a  cabin  or 
so,  Knoxville  consisted  of  an  extent  of  forest  and  cane- 
brake  that  stretched  indefinitely  anywhere,  and  belonged 
mostly  to  one  James  White,  whose  sturdy  and  thrifty  dis- 
position has  so  descended  to  his  multitudes  of  grand  and  great 
grand-children  that  they  have  a  goodly  share  of  it  yet. 
Hawkins  Court  House  was  little  more,  but  it  was  in  the 
Wautauga  district,  somewhat  thickly  settled  with  immi- 
grants from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  so  here  it  was 
that  George  Roulstone  issued  The  Knoxville  Gazette  for 
nearly  a  year,  moving  his  outfit  to  Knoxville  in  the  autumn 
of  1792. 

Of  George  Roulstone's  antecedents  but  little  can  be 
learned,  although  one  of  his  descendants,  Mr.  James  M. 
Bourne,  who  died  November,  1906,  left  behind  a  mass  of 
historical  material  regarding  the  Roulstone  family.  This 
material  does  not  at  the  present  appear  to  be  accessible. 
Nevertheless  I  learn  from  members  of  the  family  that  he 
was  originally  from  Massachusetts,  going  from  there  to  North 
Carolina  in  order  to  establish  a  press  at  Fayetteville.     The 
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Roulstone,  or  Rawlston,  family  of  New  England  is  a  col- 
lateral branch  of  the  English  family  of  Devereux.  through 
which  they  claim  descent  from  "time  honoured  Lancaster/* 
old  John  of  Gaunt. 

George  Roulstone's  noble  ancestry  appeared  to  be  of  lit- 
tle avail  in  North  Carolina,  for  the  Fayetteville  press  was  a 
non-paying  investment,  so  when  William  Blount,  who 
claimed  a  somewhat  lengthy  and  distinguished  lineage  him- 
self, offered  him  the  post  of  public  printer  to  a  state  that  con- 
sisted of  twenty-five  thousand  whites,  twenty  thousand  In- 
dians, and  an  inconceivable  amount  of  fresh  air  and  water, 
he  accepted  the  offer  with  gladness,  dismantled  his  little  of- 
fice, packed  the  outfit  on  the  backs  of  horses,  and  set  forth 
on  the  long  journey  through  the  Black  Mountains  and  across 
the  Great  Smokies. 

North  Carolina  had  ceded  the  territory  now  forming  the 
state  of  Tennessee  to  the  Federal  Government  in  1789, 
and  on  June  8th,  President  Washington  had  appointed  Wil- 
liam Blount  of  North  Carolina  governor  of  the  district,  then 
called  The  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio.  Governor  Blount 
arrived  soon  after  his  appointment  at  the  junction  of  the 
Wautauga  and  the  Holston  Rivers  and  established  his  execu- 
tive headquarters  in  the  cabin  of  a  pioneer.  We  find  him 
writing  January  2,  1  792,  to  James  Robertson,  the  founder 
of  Nashville:  "Mrs.  Blount  and  two  of  my  sons  are  here 
(my  daughters  are  at  Tarboro  with  their  aunt)  and  here  we 
shall  stay  until  the  first  of  March,  and  then  move  down  to 
Knoxville.  The  reason  we  do  not  move  sooner,  my  houses 
there  are  not  done.  *  *  *  One  of  my  brothers,  Willie, 
is  also  with  me." 

Thus  from  the  beginning,  William  Blount  had  the  site  of 
the  capital  of  the  Territory  South  of  the  Ohio  clearly  in 
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mind,  and  already  the  official  organ  of  the  administration 
was  being  issued  under  the  name  of  a  city  that  did  not 
exist,  ready  to  fit  itself  into  place  when  its  home  was  es- 
tablished. This  occurred  in  the  autumn  of  1 792,  "relieving 
Hawkins  C.  H.,"  as  one  of  the  early  narrators  has  quaintly 
phrased  it,  "of  its  ambiguous  position  and  the  constructive  im- 
putation, that  not  content  with  its  proper  name,  it  had  usurped 
the  title  of  the  embryo  seat  of  government." 

Governor  Blount  may  well  be  called  the  father  of  Ten- 
nessee, for  he  gave  it  an  organization  and  a  government, 
when  others  had  failed ;  founded  and  named  its  first  capital ; 
established  an  educational  system;  and  was  the  patron  of  a 
press  so  free  that  the  Rights  of  Man  ran  as  a  serial  during 
the  first  months  of  its  existence.  He  was  not  only  a  pioneer 
but  also  a  scholar  whose  letters  reveal  a  knowledge  of  the 
subtle  distinctions  of  shall  and  will,  and  who  throughout 
his  career  stood  strongly  for  the  spiritual  elements  in  in- 
stitutional life. 

The  faith  that  Blount  had  in  George  Roulstone  was  ap- 
parently not  misplaced,  for  the  latter  assumed  immediately 
a  very  important  position  in  the  community,  maintaining  the 
same  until  his  death.  One  of  the  first  acts  of  the  Territorial 
Assembly  was  the  establishment  of  a  government  for  the 
city  of  Knoxville  (Sept.  1  794)  for  which  purpose  com- 
missioners were  appointed,  George  Roulstone  being  one  of 
the  five.  About  the  same  date  a  resolution  was  passed  ap- 
pointing Roulstone  public  printer,  an  appropriation  of  $600 
being  made  to  pay  for  his  services.  For  this  sum  he  was 
to  publish  all  of  the  acts  of  the  Assembly  and  "Proclama- 
tions and  such  other  public  acts  of  government  as  often  as  is 
necessary."  The  next  important  enactment  was  the  one  or- 
daining the  establishment  of  a  school  at  Knoxville  to  be 
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known  as  Blount  College,  of  which  George  Roulstone  was 
appointed  one  of  the  trustees.  Greenville  College  was  also 
established  at  this  time,  to  be  followed  July  8.  I  795,  by 
Washington  College,  and  April  15,  1796,  by  Davidson 
Academy.  Thus  within  two  years  after  the  founding  of 
Knoxville,  Tennessee  had  established  a  civil  government,  a 
public  press,  and  four  higher  institutions  of  learning. 

Barring  the  issuance  of  The  Knoxville  Gazette,  the  press 
of  George  Roulstone  was  occupied  during  the  first  few  years 
of  its  existence  with  public  printing  alone.  There  is  record 
of  only  three  books  of  a  general  nature,  none  of  these  being 
accessible  at  the  present  time.  Two  of  the  three,  as  might 
be  expected,  are  upon  religious  topics,  one  concerning  it- 
self with  the  burning  question  of  psalmody.  Like  Lexington, 
Knoxville  was  profoundly  stirred  by  religious  agitations. 
The  people  were  mostly  Scotch-Irish,  and  there  was  noth- 
ing they  liked  better  than  a  wholesome  row.  When  they 
were  not  occupied  with  the  Indians,  they  concerned  them- 
selves with  the  relative  values  of  Watts  or  Tate. 

The  Rev.  Hezekiah  Balch,  the  first  president  of  Green- 
ville College,  was  one  of  a  type  with  Rev.  Adam  Rankin, 
and  from  what  we  can  learn  of  him  hot  water  was  his  na- 
tive element.  As  early  as  1  796  we  find  him  publishing  an 
article  in  The  Knoxville  Gazette,  in  which  he  outlined  his 
personal  articles  of  faith. 

As  these  did  not  agree  with  the  accepted  Articles  of  Faith, 
he  was  placed  on  trial  by  the  Abingdon  Synod,  and  convict- 
ed on  two  counts :  1 .  Contradicting  himself  and  2.  Promul- 
gating false  doctrine  regarding  infant  danmation.  For  these 
things,  he  was  subjected  to  a  suspension  from  his  pastorate 
with  an  admonition.  It  was  about  this  time  that  he  pub- 
lished a  pamphlet  on  psalmody,  which  must  have  been  printed 
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by  Roulstone  as  there  was  no  one  else  to  do  it,  short  of  a 
week's  journey. 

The  president  of  the  Blount  College,  Rev.  Samuel  Car- 
rick,  also  issued  a  pamphlet,  consisting  of  a  series  of  sermons 
under  the  caption  of  "Discourses.** 

The  third  pamphlet  was  entitled  "Western  Justice.'*  for 
which  no  author  is  ascribed.  This  may  be  a  reprint  of  a 
legal  work  issued  in  North  Carolina  by  the  famous  lawyer 
and  historian  of  the  time,  John  Haywood,  but  the  absence 
of  the  document  itself  does  not  permit  the  assumption. 

Roulstone  issued  soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  Ten- 
nessee Constitutional  Convention  on  the  6th  of  February, 
1 796,  the  account  of  its  proceedings  together  with  the  Con- 
stitution adopted.  As  far  as  my  information  goes  there 
is  only  one  copy  of  this  work  in  existence,  this  being  in  the 
possession  of  the  Library  of  Congress.  This  too  is  not  per- 
fect as  the  title  page  is  lacking,  otherwise  the  pamphlet  is 
complete.  The  heading  at  top  of  p.  3  is  as  follows :  "Journal 
of  the  proceedings  of  a  convention,  began  and  held  at  Knox- 
ville,  on  the  eleventh  day  of  January,  1 796,  for  the  purpose 
of  framing  a  Constitution  or  form  of  government  for  the 
permanent  government  of  the  people.  (Knoxville.  Printed 
byCR.  1796.**) 

The  first  work,  however,  of  any  importance  issued  by  the 
Knoxville  press  was  Roulstone*s  edition  of  the  Laws  of  Ten- 
nessee, which  bears  the  date  of  1803.  This  contains  all 
the  laws  of  the  Territorial  government,  and  of  the  state  after 
its  organization  in  the  spring  of  1 796.  This  is  a  volume  in 
octavo  of  320  pp.  with  viii  prefatory  pages,  and  a  compre- 
hensive index  covering  16  unnumbered  pages.  It  is  printed 
in  brevier  type,  on  good  paper,  and  is  excellent  from  a  typo- 
graphical point  of  view,  all  things  being  considered.     The 
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magnitude  of  the  task  of  getting  out  this  work  is  clearly  indi- 
cated in  the  final  paragraph  to  the  editor's  fore-word : 

"The  present  undertaking  has  been  very  laborious  to  the 
editor — the  stock  for  carrying  on  which  being  brought  many 
hundred  miles  at  great  expense.  If  he  has  perfomed  an 
acceptable  service  to  the  public  by  the  production  of  the  pres- 
ent edition,  his  main  wish  will  be  gratified.** 

More  interesting  still  than  Roulstone*s  compilation,  is  a 
work  issued  at  the  same  time  by  Willie  Blount,  the  brother 
of  Governor  William  Blount,  which  was  intended  to  sup- 
plement the  Code,  as  is  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  they  are 
bound  together  in  the  copy  now  in  possession  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Tennessee  Library.  This  copy  was  obtained 
from  a  family  in  whose  hands  it  had  been  since  publication. 
The  copies,  however,  owned  by  the  Library  of  Congress  and 
the  Tennessee  Historical  Society  are  detached,  the  former 
still  remaining  in  pamphlet  form. 

The  purpose  of  the  work  is  best  explained  by  its  title-page 
which  reads  as  follows:  "A  catechetical  exposition  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  state  of  Tennessee :  Intended  principally 
for  the  use  of  schools.  By  Willie  Blount,  Esq.  Printed  by 
George  Roulstone.    1803.**  24  pp.  12°. 

The  earnestness  with  which  the  makers  of  the  new  state 
regarded  its  laws,  and  indeed  its  destiny,  can  have  no  better 
evidence  than  this  little  brochure.  Its  author  knew  that  the 
people  of  the  community  would  not  take  the  trouble  to  study 
the  constitution  of  the  new  state,  and  if  they  did,  they  would 
not  fully  grasp  its  provisions  and  philosophy,  so  he  placed 
himself  at  work  to  compile  a  catechism,  developing  in  the 
simple  method  of  question  and  answer  the  history  of  the 
organization  of  the  state  and  the  basic  principles  of  its  con- 
stitution.   What  the  authors  of  the  Federalist  sought  to  do 
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for  the  National  Constitution,  he  sought  to  do  for  that  of  Ten- 
nessee, with  an  addition,  however,  that  renders  it  of  unique 
interest.  This  difference  is  expressd  by  the  words  of  the  sub- 
title: "Intended  principally  for  the  use  of  schools."  From 
this  point  of  view  it  is  perhaps  the  earliest  endeavor  to  teach 
civics  in  America.  The  Federalist  was  written  for  the  man 
of  culture  and  maturity,  to  whom,  even,  its  laborious  and 
often  pedantic  periods  were  somewhat  of  a  puzzle,  but 
Blount's  work  is  as  simple  as  the  Shorter  Catechism  and  al- 
most as  comprehensive,  and  while  it  probably  would  have 
been  no  more  interesting  to  the  average  pioneer  youth  than 
the  Catechism  it  unquestionably  made  him  a  better  citizen 
as  the  latter  made  him  less  a  sinner. 

The  little  book  gives  us  a  glimpse  of  the  origin  of  the 
state,  a  clear  outline  of  its  fundamental  law,  and  here  and 
there  flashes  of  light  are  thrown  upon  the  men  who  wrought 
it  into  shape.  Thus,  for  instance,  the  query  is  made :  "What 
sum  were  the  members  (of  the  Constitutional  Convention) 
allowed  per  day?"  To  which  the  answer  is  made:  "Two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  the  same  to  each  and 
every  thirty  miles  travelling  to  and  from  the  Convention.  It 
appears  that  the  above  allowance  was  made,  and  the  sum 
necessary  to  defray  the  expense  of  the  Convention  appro- 
priated by  the  last  Territorial  Assembly.  It  also  appears  that 
the  members  of  the  Convention  allowed  themselves  less,  viz. 
one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  day,  and  one  dollar  for  every 
thirty  miles  travelled  to  and  from  the  Convention.  And  it 
further  appears  that  the  Convention  unanimously  resolved 
not  to  receive  the  money  which  had  been  appropriated  to  their 
use. 

To  the  question :  Who  was  the  printer,  and  what  was  his 
allowance?"  the  answer  is  given:  "George  Roulstone,  and 
his  allowance  was  $166.66." 
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We  are  also  informed  of  the  names  of  the  members  of  the 
Convention,  and  discover  that  they  were  men  whose  work 
in  other  ways  was  equally  significant  and  lasting.  Davidson 
County  was  represented,  among  others  by  Andrew  Jackson 
and  James  Robertson;  Knox  by  William  Blount  and  James 
White,  the  founder  of  Knoxville  and  the  father  of  Hugh 
Lawson  White,  a  nominee  for  President  in  1836;  Washing- 
ton County  by  John  Tipton,  John  Sevier's  antagonist  in  the 
State  of  Franklin  embroglio,  and  Landon  Carter,  the  ances- 
tor of  Landon  C.  Haynes.  John  Sevier  was  one  of  the  secre- 
taries of  the  Assembly. 

There  were  other  names  that  are  household  words  in  the 
state  of  Tennessee,  but  those  given  will  indicate  the  quality 
of  the  members,  while  the  temper  of  the  assemblage  may  best 
be  indicated  by  a  final  quotation :  "Is  non-resistance  against 
arbitrary  power  and  oppression  absurd,  slavish  and  destruc- 
tive to  the  good  and  happiness  of  mankind?"  A.  "It  is;  be- 
cause government  is  instituted  for  the  common  benefit  of  man- 
kind.** 

The  Knoxville  Gazette  was  published  by  George  Roul- 
stone  until  his  death,  which  occurred  in  1 804,  after  which  it 
was  continued  for  a  while  by  his  wife.  She  was  likewise 
elected  public  printer  for  a  term  of  two  years,  the  reports 
of  the  state  assembly  for  1806  bearing  the  legend: 
"Printed  for  Elizabeth  Roulstone,  state  printer.** 

In  addition  to  The  Gazette,  Roulstone  started  two  other 
weekly  papers  prior  to  1800:  The  Register  in  1798,  and 
The  Genius  of  Liberty  shortly  after.  One  J.  Rivington  Par- 
rington  was  associated  with  him  in  the  last  enterprise,  whose 
name  is  singularly  reminiscent  of  that  of  James  Rivington, 
the  truculent  Tory  editor  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  paper  was 
dubbed  "the  lying  Gazette"  by  the  American  patriots. 
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In  1804,  George  Wilson  began  the  publication  of  Wil- 
son*s  Gazette,  with  which  The  Knoxville  Gazette  was 
merged  later  in  the  year.  This  publication  was  continued  by 
him  until  his  departure  for  Nashville  in  1818.  He  was  pub- 
lic printer  in  1809. 

The  first  paper  to  be  published  in  Nashville,  and  the  sec- 
ond in  Tennessee  was  The  Tennessee  Gazette  and  Mero  Ad- 
vertiser, established  in  1797  by  a  printer  from  Kentucky 
named  Henkel.  The  name  of  the  publication  calls  to  mind 
the  intrigues  of  General  Miro,  emissary  of  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment, and  the  so-called  Wilkinson  conspiracy,  in  which 
Andrew  Jackson,  John  Sevier  and  William  Blount  were  ac- 
cused of  complicity,  causing  the  last,  indeed,  to  be  tried  for 
treason  and  expelled  from  the  United  States  Senate.  A  thor- 
ough search  has  revealed  nothing  of  the  antecedents  of  Hen- 
kel, although  the  temptation  to  connect  him  with  the  Henkels 
who  established  The  Press  in  New  Market,  Virginia,  is  dif- 
ficult to  set  aside.  He,  however,  printed  the  paper  for  only 
a  few  months,  selling  it  in  the  following  year  to  Benjamin  J. 
Bradford,  who  changed  its  name  to  The  Clarion,  selling  it 
in  turn  soon  after  to  his  cousin,  Thomas  G.  Bradford.  That 
Benjamin  J.  Bradford  was  the  son  of  John  Bradford  of  Lex- 
ington, and  the  same  printer  who  issued  the  short  lived  Ken- 
tuck^  Journal,  there  can  be  no  question,  nor  can  there  be 
that  Thomas  G.  Bradford  was  the  son  of  Fielding  Brad- 
ford. This  point  I  am  unable  to  prove  by  documentary  evi- 
dence, yet  the  fact  that  there  are  Bradfords  in  Nashville  who 
claim  descent  from  John  Bradford  gives  strength  to  my  hy- 
pothesis. It  is,  in  addition,  one  of  those  queer,  but,  not  un- 
usual tricks  of  fortune  that  the  wife  of  George  Roulstone 
should  return  to  her  kindred  in  Nashville,  at  which  place  her 
descendants  intermarried  with  the  Bradfords.  It  so  hap- 
pened that  Mr.  William  Bradford  Roulstone,  now  the  editor 
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of  The  Yale  Monthly  Magazine,  is  a  descendant  of  the  two 
pioneer  editors  of  the  Valley  of  the  Mississippi. 

Benjamin  J.  Bradford,  after  giving  up  The  Clarion,  re- 
mained in  Nashville  as  one  of  the  most  prominent  citizens, 
holding  the  office  of  mayor  during  1 809- 1 0.  His  cousin  con- 
tinued to  control  The  Clarion  until  1822.  Like  the  other 
pioneer  papers.  The  Clarion  was  originally  a  weekly,  its 
size  being  ten  by  fourteen  inches,  with  four  pica  columns  to 
the  page.  In  1 807.  it  was  enlarged  and  the  name  changed 
to  The  Clarion  and  Tennessee  Gazette.  In  1 808,  Thomas 
G.  Bradford  commenced  to  issue  the  Tennessee  Almanac, 
which  was  continued  until  1 824. 

That  the  spirit  of  independence  evidenced  in  the  framers 
of  the  Tennessee  Constitution  was  not  restricted  to  the  adult 
citizens  of  the  state  is  shown  by  the  following  reply  made 
by  the  printer's  devil  to  a  notice  that  appeared  in  an  early 
number  of  The  Clarion: 

"Mr.  B.  J.  Bradford  has  published  in  his  paper  that  Wil- 
liam L.  Berry  and  John  C.  Berry  run  away  from  him  and 
he  will  give  $5  reward  to  any  person  what  will  deliver  said 
boys  to  him,  and  forewarns  any  persons  from  harboring  s*d 
boys.  I  now  give  Mr.  Bradford  Public  Notice  that  I  am 
one  of  the  boys  he  calls  his  apprentices,  and  am  now  living 
in  300  yds.  of  his  house,  and  have  been  since  I  left;  also  my 
brother,  John  G.  Berry,  who  is  my  next  youngest  brother, 
who  he  pretends  to  claim  as  his  boys !  But  we  both  deny  be- 
ing his  boys ;  for  we  deny  being  any  person's  boys  when  we 
are  compelled  to  milk  the  cows,  wash  clothes,  and  make  up 
beds,  and  hardly  any  clothes  to  wear,  which  I  can  prove  if 
I  had  a  witness.    I  am, 

"Mr.^  B.  J.  Bradford, 
**Humb-come-tumble, 

"W.  L.  Berry." 
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In  July,  1809,  Thomas  Bradford  started  The  Museum, 
next  to  The  Medley?  established  by  Daniel  Bradford  in  Lex- 
ington, the  earliest  popular  magazine  in  the  West.  It  dis- 
cussed politics,  literature  and  history,  and  contained  articles 
that  evidenced  not  a  little  scholarship  and  literary  taste.  It 
contained  thirty-two  pages  printed  in  pica  type,  two  columns 
to  the  page.  The  subscription  price  was  $2  per  year,  but 
apparently  the  time  was  not  ripe  for  such  an  enterprise  as 
it  lasted  but  six  months.  The  Tennessee  Historical  Society 
possesses,  in  a  very  mutilated  form,  the  only  extant  copy  of 
this  periodical. 

"The  first  book  published  in  Nashville  was  entitled  'Ten- 
nessee Justice;  The  duty  and  authority  of  justices  of  the 
peace  in  the  State  of  Tennessee.  Compiled  by  John  Hay- 
wood, Esq.,  Attorney  at  Law,  Nashville,  Tenn.  Printed 
and  sold  by  Thomas  G.  Bradford,  1810.'  The  book  con- 
tains three  hundred  and  thirty  duodecimo  pages.  In  this  book 
an  advertisement  is  inserted  saying  that  Thomas  G.  Brad- 
ford had  lately  published  and  had  for  sale  at  his  printing 
office  a  new  edition  of  *Haywood*s  Revisal  of  the  Consti- 
tution and  Public  Laws  of  Tennessee,*  a  large  volume 
which  was  probably  printed  in  1 809.  A  copy  of  this  book 
was  in  the  hands  of  Judge  Nathaniel  Baxter,  which  he  re- 
ceived from  his  father,  Jeremiah  Baxter;  Judge  Baxter  be- 
queathed the  book  to  his  son,  Samuel  Baxter,  with  the  re- 
quest to  give  it  to  his  son  Perkins  Baxter  in  order  to  transmit 
it  down  through  the  Baxter  family.**^ 

The  author  of  these  books  was  Judge  John  Haywood, 
as  famous  for  his  eccentricity  as  for  his  truly  remarkable 
genius.  He  emigrated  from  North  Carolina  after  making  a 
splendid  reputation  there  as  an  author  and  jurist,  reaching 

^Quoted  from  Clayton's  History  of  Nashville. 
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Nashville  in  1 807,  where  he  immediately  assumed  a  position 
of  much  importance  in  the  community.  He  founded  the  first 
law  school  in  the  state,  teaching  his  pupils,  when  the  weather 
permitted,  under  an  apple  tree  in  his  front  yard;  served  as 
judge  of  the  Supreme  Court  from  1816  to  his  death,  and 
left  behind  him  two  invaluable  works  on  Tennessee  history. 
The  Aboriginal  History  of  Tennessee,  and  The  Civil  His- 
tory of  Tennessee.  Fortunate  is  the  library  that  contains 
copies  of  these  rare  books,  for  they  are  treasure-houses  from 
which  the  jewels  of  other  histories  have  been  stolen. 

The  arrival  of  the  historian  marks  the  close  of  an  era, 
hence  I  think  it  well  to  conclude  my  paper  with  the  name 
of  John  Haywood.  In  1821  when  his  later  work  was  is- 
sued the  institutions  of  Tennessee  had  assumed  their  per- 
manent form.  The  tremendous  tide  of  immigration  from 
Virginia  and  the  Carolinas  grew  steadily  less  and  less,  and 
the  people  turned  towards  the  settlement  of  social  and  eco- 
nomic problems.  These  they  solved  as  best  they  could. 
Whether  the  result  was  worthy  or  unworthy  we  shall  never 
know,  for  the  civilization  of  the  Old  South  was  swept  away 
in  a  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  to-day  we  are  too  busy  with 
the  work  of  regeneration  to  think  of  ancient  days.  And  yet 
it  is  well  that  we  should  do  so,  lest  we  forget  the  genuine 
idealism  of  those  forerunners,  who  by  supreme  endeavor 
wrought  an  empire  out  of  the  wilderness. 

To  me  it  is  singularly  appropriate  that  papers  on  the  early 
presses  of  the  South  should  be  read  among  these  North  Car- 
olina mountains,  through  the  passes  of  which,  the  Wau- 
tauga  and  the  Holston  pioneers  followed  Campbell  and  Sev- 
ier to  give  battle  at  King's  Mountain. 


HISTORY  AND  PROGRESS  OF  COLLECTING 

MATERIAL  FOR  A  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

OF  CONNECTICUT 

By  G.  S.  Godard 

THE  history,  method  of  work  and  progress  of  col- 
lecting material  for  a  Bibliography  of  Connecticut  may 
be  briefly  summed  up  as  follows:  While  more  or  less 
had  been  said  at  random  concerning  the  desirability  of  having 
in  hand  a  bibliography  of  Connecticut,  the  present  work 
really  began  to  take  form  in  the  following  extract  from  a 
letter  of  Jonathan  Trumbull  of  Norwich,  Conn.,  then  Presi- 
dent of  the  Connecticut  Library  Association,  when  arranging 
for  the  1 903  fall  meeting  of  the  Association  at  Suffield. 

"In  thinking  of  ways  to  make  the  C.  L.  A.  useful,  and 
to  keep  up  an  interest  among  its  members,  it  has  occurred  to 
me  that  the  Association  might  collect  the  material  for  a  bib- 
liography of  Connecticut  history.  Of  course  the  State  Li- 
brary and  the  Library  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society 
contain  a  vast  amount  of  material  for  such  a  work;  more, 
probably,  than  all  the  other  libraries  combined.  But  each 
town  or  city  library  probably  contains  some  local  material 
at  least  that  may  not  be  found  in  the  larger  libraries,  or  the 
two  I  have  mentioned.  Our  Association  has  no  funds  for 
publishing  such  a  bibliography.  I  have  written  Mr.  Bates 
asking  him  to  let  me  know,  at  his  leisure,  how  the  idea  strikes 
him — that  is,  to  collect  the  material,  and  deposit  it,  say,  with 
the  Connecticut  Historical  Society.  It  could,  thus,  if  it 
should  be  found  worth  while,  be  published  from  the  appro- 
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priation  which  the  State  grants  the  Society.  Or  it  might  be 
deposited  in  the  State  Library,  and  a  special  appropriation 
secured  from  the  General  Assembly  for  publishing  it.  I 
know  it  means  a  good  deal  of  work;  but  if  an  Association 
like  the  C.  L.  A.  does  not  do  some  work  that  will  interest  all 
its  members,  it  soon  falls  into  "innocuous  desuetude."  And 
certainly  there  are  no  places  where  so  much  Connecticut  his- 
tory can  be  found  as  in  the  libraries  of  this  state. 

I  suppose  the  idea  would  be  called  a  bee  in  my  bonnet;  but 
sometimes  such  insects  in  such  places  have  a  mission.  Let  me 
know  how  it  strikes  you." 

Accordingly  the  question  of  the  advisability  of  the  G)n- 
necticut  Library  Association  entering  upon  the  collection  of 
material  for  a  bibliography  of  Connecticut  was  presented  to 
the  Association  at  our  October  meeting.  It  was  agreed  that 
if  we  could  secure  the  material  for  a  good  bibliography  of  the 
state  our  Association  would  have  accomplished  no  little  task, 
and  there  seemed  no  reason  why  Connecticut  should  not 
possess  a  list  of  books,  etc.,  relating  to  herself  and  her  sev- 
eral subdivisions.  A  special  conmiittee  was  therefore  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  and  report  with  definite  recommenda- 
tions at  the  next  meeting  of  the  Association  to  be  held  in  Der- 
by. The  Committee  reported  as  follows : 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Connecticut  Librar}) 
Association, 

The  Committee  appointed  at  the  recent  meeting  at  Suf- 
field  to  consider  the  matter  of  the  compilation  and  the  pub- 
lication of  a  Bibliography  of  Connecticut  respectfully  re- 
ports as  follows: 

We  believe  the  time  has  come  when  there  should  be  un- 
dertaken by  the  librarians  of  the  state  and  others  interested-— 
iut  under  the  auspices  of  the  Connecticut  Library  Associa- 
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tion — a  systematic  and  intelligent  gathering  together  at  some 
designated  center,  the  necessary  data  from  which  there  may 
be  compiled  and  published  a  just  and  accurate  Bibliography 
of  Connecticut  to  1 900.  We  believe  this  Bibliography  should 
include  the  following: 

1 .  All  printed  works  relating  entirely  to  Connecticut  and 
its  subdivisions,  industries  and  institutions  including  the  offi- 
cial publications  of  the  same,  and  all  books  printed  in  Con- 
necticut to  1800. 

2.  Printed  works  containing  important  references  to 
Connecticut. 

3.  Genealogies  of  Connecticut  families. 

4.  Printed  biographies  of  Connecticut  men  and  women. 

5.  Newspapers  and  periodicals  published  in  Connecticut. 

6.  Maps  relating  to  Connecticut  and  its  subdivisions. 

7.  Occasional  sermons  and  addresses  dealing  with  Con- 
necticut history. 

8.  Pictures  of  important  persons  and  events  in  the  his- 
tory of  Connecticut. 

9.  Location  of  important  manuscript  material  relating  ta 
Connecticut. 

In  speaking  of  Connecticut,  the  historian  Bancroft  said: 
"There  is  no  State  in  the  Union,  and  I  know  not  any  in  the 
world,  in  whose  early  history,  if  I  were  a  citizen,  I  could  find 
more  of  which  to  be  proud,  and  less  that  I  would  wish  to 
blot." 

As  yet,  however,  we  have  no  "just  and  spirited  history" 
of  Connecticut  to  which  our  citizens  and  the  world  may  turn 
and  learn  of  us.  An  inventory  then  of  those  works  which 
deal  with  the  two  and  a  half  centuries  of  our  existence  be- 
comes the  more  imperative. 

We  recommend  that  the  Association  appoint  a  standing: 
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Committee  of  nine — one  of  them  shall  be  President  Trum- 
bull— who  shall  be  known  as  the  Committee  on  State  Bib- 
liography, who  may  associate  with  themselves  as  co-members 
of  the  Conunittee,  such  other  persons  as  may  be  especially 
qualified  for  the  work  in  hand. 

The  said  Committee  on  State  Bibliography  shall  have 
charge  of  the  assignment  of  work,  the  necessary  preliminary 
printing  of  cards,  circulars,  etc.,  the  general  supervision  of 
the  completed  cards  which  shall  be  deposited  in  the  Con- 
necticut State  Library,  and  any  other  details  connected  with 
the  assembling  of  the  above  data.  From  time  to  time,  said 
Committee  shall  report  to  the  Association  concerning  the  pro- 
gress of  the  work." 

The  report  having  been  accepted  and  its  recommendations 
adopted  the  following  motion  was  unanimously  passed: 
"The  President  of  the  Association  is  hereby  requested  to 
appoint  a  Committee  of  nine  to  take  in  hand  the  prepara- 
tion of  a  Bibliography  of  Connecticut  along  the  lines  mapped 
out  in  the  report  of  the  special  Committee  upon  the  same, 
and  to  announce  his  appointment  not  later  than  at  the  next 
regular  meeting." 

This  Committee  which  as  just  stated  was  to  be  known  as 
the  Committee  on  Connecticut  Bibliography  was  to  be  a  per- 
manent Committee  and  was  composed  of  the  librarians  of 
the  following  Connecticut  libraries:  Otis  Library,  Norwich, 
Connecticut  State  Library,  Hartford,  Blackstone  Memorial 
Library.  Branford,  Yale  University  Library,  New  Haven, 
Wesleyan  University  Library,  Middletown,  Public  Library. 
New  Haven,  Watkinson  Library  of  Reference,  Hartford, 
Bronson  Library.  Waterbury,  Trinity  College  Library, Hart- 
ford and  three  gentlemen  located  respectively  in  Fairfield. 
Hartford  and  Litchfield  counties. 
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It  was  the  intention  to  have  all  sections  of  the  state  repre- 
sented on  the  Committee  by  men  interested  and  competent 

After  holding  several  meetings  the  Committee  decided 
upon  the  scope  of  work  to  be  undertaken,  the  form  in  which 
the  work  should  be  returned,  divided  the  state  into  districts, 
and  appointed  supervisors  for  the  same;  each  district  is 
under  its  own  supervisor  from  whom  supplies  of  cards  can  be 
secured  and  to  whom  the  printed  cards  should  be  returned. 
The  Committee  also  arranged  for  a  supply  of  the  special 
cards  upon  which  all  titles  were  to  be  entered.  The  follow- 
ing circular  letter  indicating  the  outline,  scope  and  manner 
of  the  work  to  be  undertaken  with  instructions  concerning 
the  same,  was  accordingly  printed  and  sent  to  the  libraries  of 
the  state. 

.    CONNECTICUT  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 
Committee  on  Connecticut  Bibliography 

Hartford.  November  21.   1904 

M 

Librarian 

Dear 

The  rapid  increase  in  the  growth  and  use  of  the  public 
libraries  of  our  own  state,  the  sister  states,  and  the  libraries  of 
Europe  has  created  a  great  demand  for  Connecticut  items. 
The  sons  and  daughters  of  old  Connecticut  who  are  found 
in  every  part  of  the  globe,  as  well  as  here  at  home,  are  desir- 
ing to  know  more  concerning  the  history  of  the  state  and 
themselves.  Such  study  requires  not  only  a  knowledge  of 
what  has  been  written  along  these  lines,  but  also  where  the 
same  may  be  found.  What  has  been  written,  and  by  whom? 
What  has  been  printed,  and  by  whom?   When  and  where 
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were  they  printed?  are  the  questions  now  asked  and  which 
no  one  can  answer  with  certainty. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Connecticut  Library  Association 
held  in  Derby  last  February  it  was  definitely  decided  to  ask 
the  librarians  throughout  the  state  to  join  hands  in  taking  an 
inventory  of  what  had  been  printed  along  the  following  lines : 

1 .  All  printed  works  relating  entirely  to  Connecticut  and 
its  subdivisions,  industries  and  institutions,  including  the  offi- 
cial publications  of  the  same,  and  all  books  printed  in  Con- 
necticut to  1800. 

2.  Printed  works  containing  important  references  to 
Connecticut. 

3.  Genealogies  of  Connecticut  families  living  in  the  state 
before  1800. 

4.  Printed  biographies  of  Connecticut  men  and  women. 

5.  Newspapers  and  periodicals  published  in  Connecticut. 

6.  Maps  relating  to  Connecticut  and  its  subdivisions. 

7.  Occasional  sermons  and  addresses  dealing  with  Con- 
necticut history. 

8.  Pictures  of  important  persons  and  events  in  the  his- 
tory of  Connecticut. 

9.  Location  of  important  manuscript  material  relating  to 
Connecticut. 

In  order  that  this  material  collected  from  so  many  sources 
and  by  so  many  individuals  may  have  permanent  and  prac- 
tical value,  the  work  must  be  done  according  to  a  common 
standard.  Therefore,  your  Committee  having  this  work  in 
hand  has  prepared  a  standard  card  to  be  used  for  all  items. 
In  filling  out  these  cards  the  following  directions  should  be 
followed : 

1 .  FOLLOW  THE  TITLE  PAGE  AS  PRINTED. 

2.  Give  author's  name  as  it  appears  on  the  title  page. 
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3.  Anonymous  works  should  appear  under  the  title  as 
printed  on  the  title  page. 

4.  Note  date  of  copyright,  as  all  editions  should  be 
noted.    State  if  a  Connecticut  copyright. 

5.  Books  with  pictures  should  be  noted  as  ILLUSTRATED. 

6.  All  maps,  pictures,  charts,  etc.,  which  are  not  paged 
as  part  of  the  text  should  be  noted  and  number  stated. 

It  is  expected  that  each  librarian  will  emphasize  the  lists 
relating  to  his  own  town  and  county,  giving  special  emphasis 
to  the  publications  of  his  town,  its  church  societies,  etc.,  as 
many  of  these  items  do  not  get  into  general  circulation. 

Special  notes  concerning  rare  books,  pamphlets,  or  local 
items  are  especially  invited,  but  always  on  the  BACK 
of  the  card  or  cards. 

These  cards  are  to  be  deposited  at  the  Connecticut  State 
Library,  Hartford,  where  they  will  be  arranged  and  may  be 
consulted  until  such  time  as  they  may  be  edited  and  the  re- 
sult embodied  in  a  just  and  accurate  bibliography  of  Con- 
necticut. 

DIVISION  OF  WORK 

The  libraries  of  the  State  have  been  divided  into  the  fol- 
lowing districts,  to  be  under  the  supervision  of  the  follow- 
ing libraries: 

Hartford  County:  State  Library,  Hartford,  which  is 
also  to  cover  State  publications,  George  S.  Godard,  librar- 
ian. 

Yale  University  and  New  Haven:  Yale  University 
Library,  Franklin  B.  Dexter,  assistant  librarian. 

New  London,  Windham  and  Tolland  Counties  : 
Otis  Free  Library,  Norwick,  Jonathan  Trumbull,  librarian. 

New  Haven  County:  Blackstone  Memorial  Library. 
Branford,  H.  M.  Whitney,  Librarian. 
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Fairfield  County:  Pequot  Library,  Southport,  Miss 
Josephine  Heydrick,  librarian. 

Middlesex  County:  Wesleyan  University  Library, 
Middletown,  W.  J.  James,  librarian. 

Litchfield  County:  Norfolk  Library,  Norfolk,  H. 
H.  Bridgman,  Esq. 

The  Blackstone  Memorial  Library  and  the  Otis  Free 
Library  have  given  the  work  a  generous  start. 

You  are  urgently  requested  to  co-operate  in  this  work, 
applying  to  the  librarian  of  the  library  in  charge  of  your  dis- 
trict to  answer  questions  and  to  furnish  the  necessary  cards 
for  your  work,  to  whom  also  the  receipt  of  this  letter  should 
be  acknowledged. 

Yours  very  truly, 

Jonathan  Trumbull,  Chairman,  Norwich, 
George  S.  Godard,  Secretary,  Hartford, 
H.  M.  Whitney,  Branford, 
Franklin  B.  Dexter,  New  Haven, 
W.  J.  James,  Middletown, 
W.  K.  Stetson,  New  Haven, 
Frank  B.  Gay,  Hartford, 
Rev.  W.  H.  Holman,  Southport, 
■  Miss  Helen  Sperry,  Waterbury, 

W.  N.  C.  Carlton,  Hartford, 
James  Terry,  Hartford, 
H.  H.  Bridgman,  Norfolk, 
Committee  of  Connecticut  Bibliography. 
It  seemed  to  be  the  prevailing  opinion  that  to  avoid  placing 
unnecessary  work  on  die  largest  libraries  some  smaller  library 
or  libraries  should  make  a  beginning.  The  librarian  of  the 
Blackstone  Memorial  Library  volunteered  to  ask  his  trustees 
for  an  appropriation  for  beginning  the  work  in  a  general  way 
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in  that  library.  The  work  of  the  Blackstone  Memorial  Li- 
brary was  supplemented  bythe  Otis  Library,  Norwich,  the 
New  London  Public  Library,  the  Public  Library  at  Wes- 
terly, R.  I.,  and  the  Pequot  Library  at  Southport  where  the 
cards  now  are. 

The  main  collection  of  cards  now  numbers  somewhat  over 
700  author  cards  and  794  subject  cards  and  covers  over 
1,400  titles  of  which  a  small  number  are  analytical  and 
refer  to  periodicals  and  books. 

In  addition  to  this  main  collection,  1 ,966  cards  have  been 
filled  out  and  forwarded  by  39  different  libraries  in  the  state. 
Many  of  these  entries,  however,  are  duplicates  of  those  in 
the  main  collection.  As  already  stated  the  Blackstone  Me- 
morial Library  began  the  work  making  the  cards  for  every- 
thing they  had  along  the  lines  indicated  by  the  circular. 
These  cards  were  then  passed  on  to  the  Otis  Library  at  Nor- 
wich, then  to  the  New  London  Public  Library  where  addi- 
tions were  made  of  all  material  these  libraries  possessed  which 
was  not  already  included  in  the  collection.  To  this  the  Pe- 
quot Library  has  added  titles  in  history,  travel  and  biogra- 
phy. 

(It  may  be  of  interest  to  know  that  the  Pequot  Library  lo- 
cated in  the  little  village  of  Southport  in  the  ancient  town  of 
Fairfield  has  through  private  benefaction  been  beautifully 
and  substantially  housed  and  remembered  from  time  to  time 
so  generously  that  it  has  been  able  to  secure  many  of  the 
gems  in  Americana  offered  at  public  and  private  sales  during 
the  past  few  years.) 

Among  the  more  important  bibliographies  and  lists  recent- 
ly published  to  which  we  are  looking  for  substantial  assist- 
ance in  the  arranging  and  completing  of  our  work  may  be 
mentioned  the  following:  Church  Catalogue  by  Mr.  Cole, 
Littlefield*s  Early  Massachusetts  Press,  Evans*  American 
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Bibliography,  Trumbull's  Books  Printed  in  Connecticut, 
1709-1800,  Bates's  Connecticut  Statute  Laws  to  1836. 
Bowker's  State  Publications,  American  Book-Prices  Cur- 
rent and  the  Brinley  Catalogues. 

Our  work  has  been  at  times  temporarily  inter- 
rupted through  sickness,  absence  abroad,  and  new  build- 
ings. When  the  Yale  University  Library,  the  Connecticut 
Historical  Society  Library  and  the  Connecticut  State  Library 
shall  have  been  housed  in  their  several  new  quarters,  we  are 
venturing  the  hope  that  the  work  will  be  hastened  to  its  com- 
pletion. 

Discussion 


Mr.  W.  R.  Watson: 

At  the  California  State  Li- 
brary, we  are  indexing  files  of 
California  newspapers.  The 
work  was  begun  a  good  many 
years  ago,  the  index  being  made 
on  cards  alphabetically  arranged. 
We  began  with  the  early  Califor- 
nia papers  and  indexed  through 
the  different  files,  covering  all  of 
the  early  period  up  to  about 
1885.  Through  the  courtesy 
of  the  San  Francisco  Call  we 
were  able  to  get  copies  of  the 
printed  index  to  their  paper.  This 
index  they  issued  some  years  ago 
for  their  own  use.  no  copies  hav- 
ing then  been  distributed.  We 
obtained  copies  covering  the  pe- 
riod from  1894  to  1903  and  so 
there  is  only  a  small  gap  in  our 
newspaper  file  which  is  not  cov- 
ered in  some  way  by  an  index. 
The  earliest  and  most  recent  pe- 
riods are  covered  and  they  are 


the  most  important.  Wc  intend 
to  carry  on  this  work  as  rapidly 
as  possible,  in  connection  with  our 
other  work,  and  fill  in  the  gap  as 
rapidly  as  we  may.  In  the  fire 
at  San  Francisco  the  publishers 
of  the  Call  lost  everything  they 
had,  and  asked  us  to  lend  them 
the  set  of  the  index  they  had  giv- 
en us  so  that  they  could  reprint. 
That  illustrates  the  wisdom  of 
not  retaining  all  their  copies,  oth- 
erwise the  entire  work  would 
have  been  lost.  The  index  is 
used  quite  largely  by  all  classes 
of  people  from  all  parts  of  the 
state  in  looking  up  legal  and 
personal  matters,  as  well  as  other 
things,  and  it  serves  not  only  as 
an  index  to  this  particular  file  of 
newspapers,  but  to  all  other  Cal- 
ifornia papers  covering  the  same 
dates,  for  having  the  date  it  is 
easy  to  find  the  reference  in  other 
papers  of  the  same  period.     We 
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use  the  regular  catalog  size  card, 
indexing  pretty  fully  for  Califor- 
nia, but  not  for  miscellaneous 
matter,  and  referring  to  the  date, 
page  and  column  of  the  paper. 
At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cali- 
fornia Library  Association  the 
president  appointed  a  committee 
from  the  Association  to  take  up 
a  special  piece  of  Bibliographical 
work  which  is  just  being  launch- 
ed. This  committee  contem- 
plates making  a  very  complete 
index  of  all  the  old  California  pe- 
riodicals. Of  course,  certain  of 
them  are  pretty  fully  indexed  in 
Poole,  but  we  propose  to  make 
a  complete  author  index,  taking 
in  some  of  the  rare  periodicals 
published  in  the  early  days.  This 
work  will  be  carried  on  in  prac- 
tically the  same  way  that  it  was 
done  on  Poole's  index.  We  will 
make  a  list  of  the  periodicals  and 
call  for  volunteers  to  index  cer- 
tain ones.  The  bulk  of  the  work 
will  probably  fall  on  the  Univer- 
sity Library  and  the  California 
State  Library,  as  most  of  the 
other  libraries  have  not  the  com- 
plete set  of  the  older  volumes,  the 
fire  in  San  Francisco  having  de- 
stroyed many  sets.  We  hope  by 
means  of  this  index  to  make  ac- 
cessible all  the  literature  that  has 
been  printed,  although  it  is  a 
work  of  considerable  magnitude 
and  will  take  several  years. 
When  it  is  finished  we  shall  prob- 


ably publish  it  under  the  auspices 
of  the  California  Library  Asso- 
ciation. 

President  Lane:  Is  the  index 
to  the  papers  being  printed? 

Mr.  Watson:  No,  we  shall 
keep  up  with  the  current  newspa- 
pers by  means  of  our  card  index. 

Mr.  D.  C.  Brown  said  that 
Indiana  was  carrying  on  the  same 
work  as  Connecticut.  Cards  sug- 
gesting a  form  of  entry  are  sent 
to  about  twenty-five  libraries  in 
the  state.  After  being  filled  out 
they  are  returned  to  the  state  li- 
brary and  filed.  This  bibliog- 
raphy embraces  not  only  books 
about  Indiana  but  books  written 
by  residents  of  Indiana. 

Dr.  T.  M.  Owen  said  that  the 
Bibliography  of  Alabama  pre- 
pared by  him  and  published  in 
1898,  was  undergoing  revision. 
This  bibliography  is  to  include 
not  only  works  of  Alabama  au- 
thors, and  on  Alabama  history, 
but  also  Alabama  imprints.  He 
has  published  a  check  list  of 
newspapers  and  periodical  files  in 
the  State  Department  of  archives 
and  history,  and  has  in  process 
of  compilation  a  check  list  of 
newspapers  published  in  the 
South  during  the  period  of  the 
Civil  War.  He  thought  that 
in  doing  this  work  the  organiza- 
tion of  committees  was  unneces- 
sary; that  individual  initiative 
was  sufficient. 
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A  HANDBOOK  OF  SPECIAL  COLLECTIONS  IN 
AMERICAN  LIBRARIES 


President  Lane  said  that  in  the 
preparation  of  "Notes  on  Spe- 
cial Collections  in  American  Li- 
braries," published  in  1 892,  Mr. 
Bolton  and  he  had  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  get  libraries  to  make  out 
a  statement  of  their  resources.  He 
thought  there  would  be  less  trou- 
ble on  that  score  now  than  then. 
A  second  difficulty  was  in  com- 
bining the  statements,  or  rather 
in  reducing  them  to  about  the 
same  scale.  The  librarian  has  a 
different  point  of  view,  according 
as  he  is  librarian  of  a  large 
library  or  a  small  one. 

The  arrangement  of  the  pro- 
posed handbook  was  something 
that  should  be  considered.  Should 
there  be  a  statement  under  each 
library  of  what  it  contained  or  an 
arrangement  by  subjects?  The 
arrangement  by  subjects  would 
be  better,  perhaps,  but  it  was  a 
question  whether  it  would  be 
enough  more  useful  to  make  it 
worth  while  to  face  the  problems 
of  such  an  arrangement.  An 
expression  of  opinion  from  all 
members  of  the  society  as  to 
whether  the  society  ought  to  un- 
dertake something  of  the  kind 
and  as  to  how  it  should  be  done 
was  desirable. 
Mr.  C.  W.  Andrews: 

When  the  Secretary  asked  me 


to  tell  the  Society  what  would  be 
desirable  in  the  description  of 
collections  of  literature  in  a  hand- 
book of  special  collections  in 
American  libraries,  I  assumed 
that  technology  would  be  assign- 
ed the  position  usually  given  it 
in  the  consideration  of  literary 
men.  I  thought  that  I  would 
speak  last,  that  most  of  the  points 
at  issue  or  worthy  of  being  dis- 
cussed would  have  been  present- 
ed, and  that  my  part  would  be 
that  of  a  critic  rather  than  of  an 
expositor.  You  will  understand 
perhaps  my  feelings  when  I 
found  from  the  programme  that 
I  was  expected  to  lead  the  dis- 
cussion. I  wish  that  I  could 
think  that  the  precedence  was 
given  me  because  of  the  general 
recognition  of  the  importance  of 
my  subject  rather  than  to  the  ac- 
cident of  official  position  or  al- 
phabetical arrangement.  It  has, 
I  admit,  the  advantage  for  me 
that  I  run  no  risk  of  having 
someone  else  make  all  my  points 
before  I  have  a  chance  to  present 
them. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that 
my  unexpected  place  in  the  pro- 
gramme makes  what  I  have  to 
say  seem  more  fragmentary  and 
incomplete  than  I  would  like,  or 
than  it  would  have  seemed  had 
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it  come  at  the  other  end  of  the 
discussion,  I  shall  resist  the  temp- 
tation to  give  a  general  treatment 
of  the  subject,  and  confine  my- 
self to  two  or  three  points  which 
appear  to  me  to  require  somewhat 
di^erent  treatoient  if  technical 
collections  are  included  in  the 
proposed  Handbook,  than  might 
be  the  case  if  they  were  not. 

The  first  of  these  is  the  field 
of  investigation.  Many  of  the 
best  technical  collections  are  in 
libraries  which  would  not  occur 
readily  to  members  of  this  So- 
ciety, such  as  those  of  the  scien- 
tific and  technical  societies  and 
of  the  various  governmental  agen- 
cies, national,  state,  and  even 
municipal.  Even  if  it  is  well 
known  that  the  United  States 
Patent  Office  and  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture have  the  largest  and  best  col- 
lections in  their  lines  in  the  coun- 
try, or  that  the  new  Engineering 
Building  in  New  York  will  bring 
together  one  of  the  greatest  col- 
lections on  engineering,  yet  the 
extent  of  the  field  is  not  well 
known  nor  the  number  of  such  so- 
cieties and  offices  which  must  be 
called  upon  before  a  really  ade- 
quate presentation  of  the  re- 
sources of  the  country  in  techni- 
cal subjects  can  be  presented. 

Another  point  is  the  general 
arrangement  of  the  Handbook. 
The  choice  would  seem  to  lie  be- 


tween an  alphabetical  arrange- 
ment, with  geographical  index,  or 
a  geographical  arrangement  with 
alphabetical  index.  I  am  inclined 
to  think  that  the  latter  would 
be  more  convenient  for  those  de- 
siring to  consult  technical  collec- 
tions. One  thing  I  would  urge 
that  the  geographical  arrange- 
ment or  index  be  systematic  and 
not  alphabetical  by  names  of 
places  and  states.  It  ought  to  be 
possible  to  ascertain  the  treasures 
of  New  York  City  and  vicinity 
without  going  through  the  whole 
work. 

The  reasons  for  this  are  the 
same  as  for  the  other  point  which 
I  wish  to  make,  that  there  should 
be  a  classed  index  of  the  sub- 
jects of  the  special  collections. 
This  is  especially  desirable  for 
technical  collections,  for  with 
them  the  danger  of  confusion  is 
greatest.  This  confusion  would 
be  due  in  part  to  different  degrees 
of  minuteness  in  the  subjects  as- 
signed as  those  of  the  collections, 
and  in  part  to  the  use  of  syno- 
nyms. For  instance,  of  three 
libraries  having  essentially  the 
same  books,  one  may  be  reported 
as  a  collection  on  engineering,  an- 
other as  on  electrical  engineering 
and  a  third  as  on  applied  elec- 
tricity. Of  course,  editorial  su- 
pervision might  remove  much  of 
this  confusion,  but  only  at  the 
expense  of  much  correspondence 
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or  else  of  rather  arbitrary  inter- 
pretations of  the  reports  received. 

This  argument  is,  however, 
really  incidental.  The  main  rea- 
son for  urging  a  classed  index  is 
the  interrelation  of  specific  and 
general  subjects.  It  is  because 
any  collection  on  engineering  is 
certain  to  contain  much  on  elec- 
trical, and  any  collections  on  elec- 
trical engineering  much  on  dyna- 
mos that  these  subjects  should  be 
brought  together.  If  arranged  in 
the  usual  alphabetical  index,  a 
student  will  be  obliged  to  go 
through  the  whole  index  to  make 
sure  that  all  possible  sources  have 
been  ascertained. 

As  all  the  data  for  any  given 
library  should  be  put  together  it 
would  not  be  possible  to  make  the 
main  arrangement  of  the  hand- 
book systematic,  but  such  an  in- 
dex could  be  prepared  without 
too  much  trouble.  It  might  not 
be  systematic  beyond  a  certain 
point,  or  it  might  even  be  alpha- 
betico-classed.  With  such  the 
scheme  of  classification  would  be 
a  method  of  secondary  import- 
ance. Personally  I  should  pre- 
fer a  systematic  arrangement  with 
rather  broad  classes.  It  is  hardly 
necessary  to  add  that  it  should 
not  supersede  but  should  comple- 
ment the  usual  alphabetical  in- 
dex. 

Mr.  N.  D.  C.  Hodges  said 
that  after  being  requested  to  con- 


tribute to  the  discussion  of  this 
question  he  had  prepared  and 
sent  out  to  some  of  his  scientific 
friends  a  circular  letter  asking 
their  opinion  as  to  the  value  of 
such  a  Handbook  to  scientists. 
He  then  read  extracts  from  letters 
from  Professors  W.  M.  Davis 
and  W.  G.  Farlow  of  Harvard 
University,  Professor  Franz 
Boaz,  Columbia  University,  Pro- 
fessors R.  H.  Chittenden  and  F. 
A.  Gooch,  Yale  University,  Pro- 
fessor S.  W.  Williston,  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  Professor  R.  S. 
Tarr,  Cornell  University,  and 
Professor  J.  M.  Burman  and 
Merrick  Whitcomb,  University 
of  Cincinnati.  None  of  these 
men,  he  observed,  thought  that 
such  a  description  of  collections 
in  American  libraries  would  be 
of  much  value  to  scientists.  As 
a  rule  they  want  some  particular 
book  or  memoir,  and  if  they  can- 
not get  it  in  their  local  library 
are  acquainted  with  the  few  li- 
braries which  are  likely  to  pos- 
sess the  work,  and  can  by  the  use 
of  a  few  postage  stamps  secure 
the  information  desired. 

He  appreciated  the  fascina- 
tion of  bibliographical  work,  but 
he  perceived  its  difficulties  also. 
He  had  irritated  Mr.  Scudder 
once  by  telling  him  that  in  revis- 
ing some  bibliographical  work  he 
had  found  an  error  in  every  third 
or  fourth  entry  of  his  Catalogue 
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of  scientific  serials.  He  did  not 
blame  Mr.  Scudder  at  all;  he 
had  probably  made  as  many  mis- 
takes himself.  It  is  difficult  to 
be  accurate  in  such  work. 

Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson  said 
that  it  was  true  that  such  a  hand- 
book would  not  fully  supply  the 
need  of  detailed  check-lists.  It 
would,  however,  furnish  the  gist 
of  the  information  required.  One 
of  the  trustees  of  Princeton  Uni- 
versity was  member  of  a  Chicago 
trust  which  had  an  important  case 
in  the  courts,  A  certain  maga- 
zine article  bearing  on  the  case 
was  wanted.  The  lawyers  search- 
ed the  libraries  of  America  re- 
gardless of  expense,  and  secured 
a  copy  only  after  cabling  to  Eu- 
rope. He  believed  that  if  there 
had  been  a  description  of  the  col- 
lections in  American  libraries  like 
that  under  discussion  the  maga- 
zine might  have  been  secured 
without  sending  abroad  for  it. 

He  favored  an  alphabetical  ar- 
rangement of  the  work  by  sub- 
jects with  an  index  of  libraries  in 
which  the  collections  were  to  be 
found. 

Mr.  Willard  Austen  observed 
that  a  catalogue  of  all  the  books 
or  at  least  of  all  the  periodicals 
in  the  country  was  desirable,  but 
that  as  long  as  it  was  impracti- 
cable some  general  information 
as  to  the  location  of  the  literature 
of  different  subjects  was  useful. 


Mr.  Victor  H.  Paltsits  said 
that  he  had  found  Lane  and  Bol- 
ton's work  of  great  practical  val- 
ue in  his  experience  as  a  reference 
librarian.  It  had  been  the  me- 
dium of  supplying  hundreds  of 
investigators  with  the  information 
they  needed  as  to  where  to  ap- 
ply for  specialties.  He  cited  the 
case  of  a  twenty  volume  history, 
whose  editor-in-chief  had  learned 
through  the  work  of  Lane  and 
Bolton,  where  illustrative  mater- 
ial for  this  history  could  be  found 
in  various  sections  of  the  United 
States,  and  had  by  this  means 
gained  many  illustrations. 

He  said  that  Mr.  Hodges  had 
interrogated  the  "gods  of  science" 
but  had  forgotten  to  consider  the 
needs  of  ordinary  mortals,  inclu- 
sive of  librarians.  He  expressed 
the  hope  that  the  new  handbook 
would  follow  a  topical  plan,  re- 
ferring to  the  libraries  by  a  num- 
ber for  each  as  a  key  to  location, 
e.  g.,  collections  of  arithmetics 
would  be  found  under  the  logi- 
cal topical  heading,  and  so  for 
all  subjects  in  systematic  order, 
the  libraries  to  be  arranged  geog- 
raphically as  a  key  and  num- 
bered consecutively. 

Mr.  G.  M.  Jones  said  that 
there  was  in  the  Salem  Public  Li- 
brary a  collection  on  shorthand, 
only  400  volumes,  but  including 
some  very  rare  and  uncommon 
books.     He  would  like  to  know 
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where  there  were  other  collec- 
tions in  the  country  on  the  same 
subject. 

Mr.  G.  S.  Godard  called  at- 
tention to  the  existence  of  a  fine 
collection  of  books  on  chess  in 
the  possession  of  the  New  Mil- 
ford,  Conn.,  library. 

Mr.  Andrews  thought  that 
Mr.  Hodges  should  not  have 
written  to  professors  in  Harvard 
and  Yale  universities  but  to  a 
few  little  libraries  in  the  West. 
Such  a  reference  book  would  be 
of  greater  use  to  the  librarian 
than  to  the  student  and  to  the 
librarian  in  a  small  library  than 
one  in  a  large  library. 

Mr.  Hodges  did  not  wish  to 
be  misunderstood.  Such  a  hand- 
book would  be  useful  in  a  library 
for  many  purposes.  His  only 
question  was  as  to  its  utility  to 
scientists,  and  as  to  the  best  and 
most  economical  method  of  secur- 
ing such  information. 

Miss  Warner  thought  that  the 
handbook  would  be  useful  to 
specialists  not  only  in  their  own 
lines,  but  also  in  adjacent  fields 


of  research  with  which  they  were 
not  so  familiar. 

Dr.  Owen  observed  that  the 
Alabama  Department  of  Ar- 
chives had  probably  the  finest  col- 
lection of  material  bearing  upon 
the  Union  side  of  the  slavery  con- 
troversy. It  had  also  the  Curry 
collection  of  pamphlets,  over  3.- 
000  in  number.  He  wished  that 
these  things  might  be  more  gen- 
erally known. 

President  Lane  said  that  if 
a  handbook  of  this  kind  was  not 
useful  to  scientists  it  would  be 
because  there  were  no  scientific 
books  in  out-of-the-way  places. 

Third    session,    Tuesday,    May 
28,  2:30  p.  m. 

President  Lane  in  the  chair. 
The  annual  election  of  officers 
being  in  order,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Legler  it  was  voted  that  the  sec- 
retary be  instructed  to  cast  a  bal- 
lot for  the  existing  officers.  Mr. 
T.  L.  Cole  was  elected  to  the 
vacancy  in  the  Council  occa- 
sioned by  the  retirement  of  Mr. 
Legler. 


MEETING  OF  THE  COUNCIL.  MAY  27.  1907 


A  meeting  of  the  Council  was 
held  in  Asheville  on  Monday. 
May  27,  at  9  p.  m..  Messrs. 
Lane,  Roden,  and  Johnston  were 
present. 

Voted,    That   the   Committee 


on  Colonial  laws  be  authorized 
to  expend  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$20  inaugurating  their  work. 

Voted,  That  the  7th  meeting 
of  the  Society  be  held  in  Chicago 
during  the  Christmas  holidays. 


PROCEEDINGS  OF  THE  SEVENTH  MEETING. 
CHICAGO,  JAN.  1ST.  1908 

"X*  HE  First  Session  was  held  Advancement  of  Science,  would, 

■*        in  the   Law   Building  of  therefore,  deal  largely  with  sub- 

the    University    of    Chicago    at  jects  which  relate  to  the  scientific 

10   a.    m.       President   Lane   in  field. 

opening    the    meeting    remarked  In  the  absence  of  the  Secre- 

that  for  the  last  two  years  the  tary,  W.  Dawson  Johnston,  the 

Society  had  met  v^ath  the  histor-  Chair  appointed  C.   B.   Roden, 

ians,  the  economists  and  the  so-  Treasurer,  to  act  as  Secretary  pro 

ciologists,  and  that  the  problems  tem. 

which  had  been  considered  had  On  call  for  reports,  the  Treas- 

naturally    been    connected    with  urer  presented  a  statement  of  the 

these  fields.     The  present  meet-  finances    covering    the    half-year 

ing,    being   held    in   conjunction  since  the  last  annual  report,   at 

with  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Asheville. 
American  Association     for     the 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER. 
May  20  to  Dec.  31.  1907 

Receipts:   Membership  fees,  1906  (5)    $    15.00 

W.  C.  Ford,  Bal.  on  1906  fee 1.00 

Membership  fees,   1907  (97)    291.00 

Proc.  &  Papers.  I.   (J.  C.  Bay) 2.00 

$309.00 
Balance.  May  20.  1 907 $609.05 


$918.05 


Expenditures : 

Gibson  Bros.,  Wash.,  D.  C,  ptg $     2.45 

University  Press,  Bulletin,  1 59.56 

University  Press,  Bulletin,  I.,  additional  copies  7.00 

Stenographer,  Asheville  meeting    1 0.40 

Express  on  Papers  and  Proc 3.70 

Express  on  Bulletin  II 1 . 1 0* 


Treasurers  Report  1 0 1 

M.  A.  Fountain,  Chicago,  ptg 2.50 

G.  A.  Cole,  Envelopes  for  Bull.  II 3.|3 

University  Press,  Bulletin  II .  46.88 

C.  B.  Roden,  postage 11 .20 

$147.92 

Balance    (excl.   Life  Mem.) 770A3 

Life  Membership  Fund: 

Balance,  May  20.  1907 $200.00 

Interest.  6  mos.,  Jul Dec.  *06 3.00 

Interest.  6  mos..  Jan. — Jun.  *07 3.05 

June   1 .     B.  Pickman  Mann 50.00 

Accrued  int..  Jan..  1908 3.83 

$259.88 
Membership. 

Members  whose  fees  are  paid  for  1907 160 

(Of  these  31   are  new.) 

Members  who  are  in  arrears  for  the  year  1907 34 

Members  who  are  in  arrears  for  1906-*07 12 

Life  members    5 

Total  membership 211 


The   President:   As  you  see.  started  last  year,  and  of  which 

there  is  a  large  balance  on  hand,  the  members  have  received  two 

and  we  are  in  a  prosperous  condi-  numbers.     These  were  published 

tion.     But  part  of  this  balance  is  in  November.   1 906.  and  Octo- 

held  to  pay  for  the  second  part  ber.    1907.  at  a  cost  of  $115. 

of  the  Proceedings,  which  is  now  Most  of  the  work  on  them  was 

due,  and  which  is  to  cost  about  done  by  the  Secretary.  Mr.  John- 

$475  to  $500.     We  can  count  ston;    I    think    as   specimens    of 

upon  a  membership  of  about  two  good  printing  they  are  very  satis- 

hundred,  which  means  an  annual  factory.       They  might,  perhaps, 

income  of  $600.  out  of  which  we  have   been   issued   cheaper   with 

have  to  pay  for  all  publications.  less  creditable  results.     Just  what 

We  are  behind  in  the  publica-  our  future  course  regarding  pub- 

tion  of  the  Bulletin  which  was  lications  will  be  is  not  yet  known. 
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and  is  for  the  Council  to  decide. 
The  second  part  of  the  Proceed- 
ings, will  be  issued  immediately, 
for  the  year  1 906.  Two  Bulle- 
tins have  been  issued  for  1907, 
and  the  Proceedings  for  1907  are 
nearly  ready  to  be  printed.  It 
was  our  hope  to  issue  a  Bulletin 
four  times  a  year.  That  would 
be  desirable,  as  the  more  publica- 
tions we  issue,  the  more  interest 
will  be  shown  in  us,  but  to  do 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  in- 
crease our  membership.  More- 
over, the  task  of  collecting  mate- 
rial for  the  Bulletins  is  an  ar- 
duous one,  and  we  cannot  expect 
Mr.  Johnston  to  continue  to  do 
this  indefinitely. 

A  report  from  the  Council  is 
now  in  order,  but  there  has  been 
no  opportunity  for  a  meeting  of 
that  body,  as  there  is  not  a  quo- 
rum of  members  in  attendance. 
A  report  from  the  Committee  on 
the  List  of  Incunabula  in  Ameri- 
can Libraries  shows  that  addi- 
tions have  been  made  from  the 
Thacher  and  Walters  collection, 
and  from  one  other,  so  that,  at 
present  the  list  comprises  6916 
titles,  1 500  of  which  are  dupli- 
cates. The  final  list  would  there- 
fore contain  about  5,400  titles, 
to  which  some  800  others  will  be 
added.  The  list  has  thus  grown 
considerably.  It  includes  con- 
tributions from  1 00  private  own- 
ers and  from  50  to  75  libraries. 


It  is  nearly  ready  for  the  printer, 
and  only  waits  the  financial 
means  to  publish  it. 

On  call  of  the  Committees  on 
List  of  Colonial  Laws  and  on 
Bibliography  of  Colonial  News- 
papers, no  reports  were  presented 
and  these  committees  were  passed. 

A  letter  to  the  Secretary  from 
Dr.  E.  C.  Richardson,  at  Flor- 
ence. Italy,  and  giving  a  most 
interesting  account  of  his  ob- 
servations in  the  field  of  bibliog- 
raphy in  various  European  coun- 
tries, was  read  and  received  with 
much  interest. 

The  Secretary  pro  tem.  then 
read  the  paper  prepared  by  Dr. 
Cyrus  Adler,  of  the  Smithsonian 
Institution,  who  was  not  present, 
entitled : 

The  International  Catalogue 
of  Scientific  Literature.^ 

Mr.  Adolph  L.  Voge  read 
a  carefully  prepared  paper  on  the 
activities  of  the  Concilium  Bib- 
liographicum.^ 

Dr.  Davenport,  of  the  Univer- 
sity of  Chicago,  asked  permis- 
sion to  address  the  meeting. 

Dr.  Davenport:  I  should  like 
to  say  a  few  words  concerning 
the  Concilium  Bibliographicum, 
whose  work,  I  think,  differs  from 
that  of  any  other  bibliographical 
enterprise,  in  that  it  renders  a 
general  bibliographical      service. 

iSee  pages   109-15. 
2See  pages  1 16-34. 
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In  working  in  science  we  need 
more  than  to  be  able  to  find  out 
what  has  been  printed  on  particu- 
lar subjects;  we  need  to  be  saved 
the  trouble  of  finding  out  the  titles 
on  the  particular  subject,  and  the 
Concilium  Bibliographicum  re- 
lieves us  from  the  necessity  of 
finding  out  for  ourselves.  For  ex- 
ample, I  am  about  to  take  up  the 
study  of  heredity  in  pigeons,  and 
I  require  a  list  of  everything  pub- 
lished on  the  heredity  and  ances- 
try of  pigeons,  and  so  forth.  I 
could,  of  course,  get  this  infor- 
mation by  extended  research 
through  the  bibliographies,  but  by 
writing  to  the  Concilium  I  can  ob- 
tain for  a  small  sum,  this  infor- 
mation in  printed  form  which  can 
then  be  kept  permanently  for  use 
and  reference  in  connection  with 
these  investigations.  Bibliograph- 
ical institutions  which  render  this 
sort  of  service  are  indispensable 
to  the  work  of  the  scientists.  It 
was  stated  that  the  Concilium  is 
in  need  of  funds  and  is  going  to 
ask  for  them.  I  think  it  would 
help  if  this  Society  would  see  its 
way  clear  to  give  some  expression 
in  support  of  this  effort.  Such 
a  vote  ought  to  have  weight. 

After  further  discussion  it 
was  moved  by  Mr.  C.  W.  An- 
drews that  the  Council  consider 
plans  for  the  development  of  the 
work   of   the   Concilium   Biblio- 


graphicum, and  take  such  steps 
as  it  sees  fit.     Carried. 

Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson,  of  Min- 
neapolis: Mr.  Voge  has  said 
nothing  on  the  subject  of  the  cu- 
mulation of  titles  for  printing  in 
book-form.  The  real  difference 
between  the  cumulative  form  and 
the  card  form  is  about  this,  that, 
at  headquarters,  the  official  in- 
dex is  in  the  one  case  kept  on 
printed  cards,  and  in  the  other  in 
the  shape  of  linotype  metal.  The 
two  processes  are  identical  and 
the  type  is  set  in  the  same  way, 
in  the  one  case  being  printed  in 
page  form,  in  the  other,  on  cards. 
There  are  unusual  advantages  on 
both  sides,  and  an  understand- 
ing of  the  similarity  of  the  two 
records  will  help  one  to  under- 
stand the  two  processes.  Our 
own  catalogue  (i.  e.,  the  United 
States  Catalog)  is  in  type  form, 
and  printed  on  a  page,  and  we 
have  estimated  that  the  same  in- 
formation, cumulated  and  printed 
in  book  form  will  cost  16  times 
as  much  as  a  card. 

Mr.  Byron  A.  Finney  men- 
tioned the  uncertainty  on  the  part 
of  subscribers  to  the  cards  of  the 
Concilium  as  to  the  completeness 
of  each  shipment  as  received,  and 
asked  Mr.  Voge  whether  there 
was  any  check  except  the  num- 
ber of  cards  as  listed  on  each 
package. 
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Mr.  Voge:  There  are  two 
such  checks.  Every  eleventh 
card  is  on  brown  paper,  and  in 
all  packages  that  go  out,  each 
eleventh  card  is  a  brown  one.  If 
the  brown  card  turns  up  as  the 
tenth  or  the  twelfth,  that  is  a 
warning  that  one  package  has  re- 
ceived a  card  too  much,  or  that 
another  has  been  overlooked,  and 
the  packer  immediately  stops  until 
the  discrepancy  has  been  traced 
and  corrected.  In  addition,  as  I 
have  endeavored  to  show,  all  the 
cards  in  each  subscriber's  set  are 
read  by  three  or  four  persons, 
reading  two  at  a  time. 

Mr.  Voge  also  mentioned  the 
advantages  of  celluloid  as  a  me- 
dium for  the  manufacture  of 
printing  plates,  saying  that  he 
had  investigated  the  matter  at 
some  length,  and  had  found  that 
celluloid  had  many  advantages, 
among  them,  cheapness,  lightness 
in  weight  and  reduction  in  cost  of 
storing  over  that  of  metal. 

Mr.  Schenck:  The  American 
Association  of  Law  Librarians, 
a  young  affiliated  association  of 
the  A.  L.  A.,  has  attempted  the 
task  of  publishing  an  index  to 
legal  periodicals.  Jones'  Index, 
up  to  the  year  1 899,  is  familiar, 
and  this  association  proposes  to 
continue  the  work  from  that  year. 
In  order  to  secure  criticisms,  and 
in  order  to  handle  current  articles, 
it  is  proposed  to  issue  a  quarter- 


ly index  beginning  with  Jan.  1st. 
1908.  The  question  of  card 
indexing  came  up,  and  the  style 
of  type  decided  upon  is  such  that 
it  can  be  used  on  cards  if  a  num- 
ber of  subscribers  should  so  de- 
sire. It  is  in  8-point  about  15 
m's  wide — 2  1-2  inches,  which 
could  be  adapted  to  a  card  with- 
out a  very  large  margin  on  the 
sides.  The  other  question  which 
has  arisen  is  that  of  publish- 
ing copies  printed  on  one  side 
only,  which  could  be  cut  up  if 
desired.  The  first  number  will 
not  include  all  the  periodicals, 
but  we  propose  to  begin  with  a 
few  and  do  them  well,  increasing 
the  list  as  the  number  of  sub- 
scribers increases. 

A  paper  prepared  by  W.  H. 
Beal,  editor,  and  E.  Lucy  Og- 
den,  librarian,  of  the  office  of 
Experiment  Stations.  U.  S.  Dept. 
of  Agriculture,  on,  The  Contri- 
butions of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  to  the  Biblio- 
graphy of  Science,^  was  read  by 
Dr.  Allen. 

After  some  further  discussion, 
the  President  called  upon  Mr. 
A.  G.  S.  Josephson. 

Mr.  Josephson:  There  seems 
to  be,  in  spite  of  all  efforts  at  or- 
ganization of  bibliographical 
work,  a  great  untilled  field  that 
cannot  be  cultivated  properly 
with  the  methods  now  in  vogue. 

^See  pages   135-52. 
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There  are  many  large  undertak- 
ings, co-operative  and  otherwise, 
which  would  seem  to  contradict 
this  statement,  but  it  is  neverthe- 
less true  that  all  these  endeavors 
have  not  made  much  impression 
in  influential  quarters.  It  was 
not  long  ago  that  the  President 
of  the  Carnegie  Institution  in  a 
public  meeting  referred  to  bib- 
liography as  the  platitude  of 
science;  and  there  is  much  to  jus- 
tify his  view.  A  great  number 
of  bibliographies  is  being  pub- 
lished, even  in  places  and  under 
auspices  from  which  we  might 
fairly  expect  better  things,  which 
do  not  conform  to  even  the  most 
ordinary  standards.  Some  time 
ago  a  friend  of  mine  was  asked 
to  revise  the  proof  of  a  couple  of 
bibliographies  intended  to  accom- 
pany scientific  monographs  to  be 
issued  by  one  of  the  largest  scien- 
tific institutions  in  the  country.  I 
saw  the  list  after  he  was  through 
with  the  proof,  and  there  was 
very  little  left  of  the  original  en- 
tries. The  lists  as  submitted,  al- 
ready set  up  in  type,  contained 
all  sorts  of  errors.  Wrong 
names  of  authors,  wrong  or  in- 
complete titles,  references  to 
places  in  volumes  that  contained 
no  trace  of  the  article  quoted.  Of 
the  lists  which  accompany  the 
general  run  of  doctors'  disserta- 
tions, or  even  books  of  a  more 
ambitious  scope,  the  less  said  the 


better.  If  institutions  issuing 
scientific  monographs  would  see 
to  it  that  the  accompanying  bib- 
liographies were  revised  before 
getting  into  type,  or,  still  better, 
that  they  were  properly  compiled 
in  the  first  place,  and  if  some- 
where some  conscientious  efforts 
were  being  made  towards  the 
proper  organization  of  bibliogra- 
phy, then,  perhaps,  we  would 
hear  less  about  the  platitude  of 
science. 

The  President  announced  that 
invitations  had  been  received 
from  the  Chicago  Historical  So- 
ciety, to  visit  its  buildings  and  in- 
spect its  interesting  collections  in 
western  history,  and  from  the 
John  Crerar  Library,  to  visit  the 
specially  prepared  exhibit  of  In- 
cunabula and  other  rare  books 
in  the  Senn  collection. 

After  stating  that  the  second 
session  would  be  held  in  the 
rooms  of  the  Caxton  Club,  at 
eight  o'clock  p.  m.,  on  the  same 
day,  the  President  declared  the 
session  adjourned. 

SECOND  SESSION 

The  second  session  was  held 
in  the  rooms  of  the  Caxton  Club. 
Fine  Arts  Building,  203  Mich- 
igan   Avenue,   Chicago. 

Mr.  William  Dana  Orcutt  of 
the  University  Press,  Cambridge, 
Mass.,  delivered  a  most  excellent 
address,  illustrated  with  stereop- 


106 


Bibliographical  Society  of  America 


ticon  views,  on; 
Fine  Art. 


Printing  as  a 


THE  COUNCIL 

A  meeting  of  the  Council  was 
called  for  three  p.  m.  Jan.  1st, 
in  the  Law  Building  of  the  Uni- 
versity  of   Chicago.    Present   at 


that  hour:  The  President,  the 
Treasurer,  and  Mr.  A.  G.  S. 
Josephson,  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil. There  being  no  quorum 
present,  the  meeting  was  declared 
adjourned.  i 

C.  B.  Roden, 
Secretary  pro  tempore. 


REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  INTER- 
NATIONAL CATALOGUE  OF  LITERATURE 


Florence,  Dec.  16,  1907. 
I  am  sorry  not  to  be  able  to 
report  to  you  more  progress.  The 
International  Institute  of  Social 
Bibliography  I  did  not  see,  but  I 
did  examine  at  Berlin  the  results 
of  the  Prussian  Gesamtkatalog 
and  the  methods  of  the  Aus- 
kunftsbureau  with  the  utmost  in- 
terest, personally  conducted  by 
Dr.  Schwenke  and  Dr.  Fick. 
This  Auskunftsbureau  is  describ- 
ed in  Dr.  Pick's  paper  at  the  8th 
Bibliothekarversammlung  and 
printed  in  the  Centralblatt,  but  it 
represents  in  its  idea  the  highest 
water-mark  of  bibliographical  ef- 
fort yet  attempted  and  deserves 
close  attention.  It  is  to  be  sure 
in  essence  nothing  more  than  a 
systematic  effort  to  meet  the  need 
for  which  all  "joint  catalogues" 
are  intended,  but  it  is  in  fact  an 
organized  attempt  to  meet  this 
need  and  wider  in  scope  than 
anything  at  all  similar,  if  there 
be  anything  exactly  similar.  This 


does  not  mean  that  it  is  extensive 
or  ambitious:  It  is  on  the  contrary 
modest  and  practical — almost  too 
modest,  one  would  rather  fear, 
to  give  it  a  chance  to  prove  its 
best  usefulness. 

The  work  of  the  bureau  con- 
sists as  you  know  in  answering 
for  a  modest  fee — nominal  in  fact 
— the  question  where  in  German 
libraries  a  certain  book  wanted 
for  use  may  be  had.  It  first  uses 
the  Gesamtkatalog  and  then  sends 
a  circular  letter  of  wants  to  the 
libraries  for  unfound  items.  The 
need  and  value  of  this  is  seen 
from  the  fact  e.  g.,  that  after  all 
this  process  there  remained  out 
of  the  first  sixty  "search-lists'* 
no  less  than  1 30  modern  periodi- 
cals alone  of  which  no  copy 
could  be  found  in  Germany. 

This  forms  the  counterpart  of  fig- 
ures which  I  compiled  some  years 
since  in  America  and  while  we 
have  no  such  thorough  method  of 
finding,  it  shows  that  the  trouble 


Catalogue  of  Literature 


107 


that  we  have  in  America  in  this 
line  is  felt  in  Germany — 1 36  ac- 
tually wanted  recent  periodicals, 
nowhere  to  be  found  in  Ger- 
many !  The  significant  facts  are, 
however,  that  in  America  there 
would  have  been  ten  times  as 
many  non-existing  and  as  many 
more  existing  but  not  found  under 
our  methods.  I  notice  among 
other  lacks.  Hall's  Pedagogical 
Seminary,  the  Biblical  World, 
Le  Canadien  Naturaliste,  etc. 

This  touches  one  of  the  great- 
est needs  of  modern  scholarship 
and  one  which  is  passing  at  huge 
strides  the  best  existing  library 
machinery  for  meeting.  Here  is, 
however,  an  intelligent  and  prac- 
tical attempt  to  meet  it  and  the 
only  pity  is  that  it  cannot  be  met 
in  the  fullest  manner. 

I  had  some  chance  in  various 
places  to  talk  with  many  of  the 
most  active  German  librarians  in- 
cluding some  of  the  opponents  of 
the  Gesamtkatalog,  and  ob- 
servation of  the  bureau  in  the 
light  of  the  criticisms  suggests 
some  reflections  with  a  direct 
American  bearing  in  some  part. 

1.  The  opposition  lies  wholly 
in  an  unduly  expensive  method 
and  this  expensiveness  lies  in  lack 
of  capital.  This  would  be  whol- 
ly repaired  if  only  cards  could 
be  printed  and  comparisons  made 
once  for  all  at  the  end,  systemat- 
ically by  each  library.  America 


will  in  a  short  time  be  able  to 
do,  with  the  utmost  simplicity  and 
economy,  what  the  Gesamtkata- 
log is  fighting  to  do  under  great 
economic  difficulties,  by  the  use 
of  the  Library  of  Congress  cards. 
It  will  not  be  too  much  when 
these  are  finished  to  expect  every 
depository  library  to  check  up  its 
author  catalogue  with  this  and 
supply  a  list  of  the  chief  additions 
which  it  can  make  to  it.  Some- 
thing of  this  sort  must  come,  the 
mass  of  material  is  becoming  such 
that  it  must  have  higher  organi- 
zation— not  individuals  or  tribes, 
but  a  society  of  libraries. 

2.  In  spite  of  the  giant  strides 
that  we  have  made  in  Amer- 
ica in  comity,  the  principle  of 
free  lending  and  borrowing  be- 
tween libraries  is  still  rudimentary 
with  us  compared  with  Ger- 
many or  Italy,  say.  We 
who  are  so  proud  of  our  free 
lending  libraries  of  ordinary 
books  to  ordinary  readers  are  still 
the  most  ineffective  in  the  lending 
of  really  useful  books  to  real  stu- 
dents. 

3.  It  would  be  interesting  to 
know  how  many  books  there  are 
in  every  one  of  the  great  German 
libraries  which  cannot  be  found 
anywhere  in  America — of  these 
which  are  lacking  in  only  one  or 
two  in  Germany  and  found  in 
only  one  or  two  in  America  (and 
the  same  is  true  of  Italy)  I  ven- 
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ture  to  say  that  there  are  thou- 
sands which  are  important  enough 
to  be  sometimes  called  for  and 
which  can  be  had  at  25  or  50c 
apiece.  I  believe  that  if  there 
were  such  a  list  of  Italian  books 
wholly  lacking  in  America  or 
found  in  only  one  or  two  places 
and  almost  equally  present  in 
libraries  here,  I  could  go  on  the 
street  here  and  find  a  thousand 
of  them  for  not  more  than  25  or 
50c  on  the  average.  This  is 
perhaps  less  true  of  the  most  im- 
portant, yet  true  of  many  very 
high  class  books. 

I  am  sorry  not  to  report  prog- 
ress on  the  indexing  of  periodicals 
in  the  Social  sciences — I  am 
studying  the  periodicals  and  do- 
ing some  talking — hoping  to  do 
more — the  chief  conviction  is  that 
the  list  of  periodicals  is  the  first 
but  not  the  chief  care.  It  is  chief- 
ly a  question  of  finance,  but  it 
seems  growing  clear  that  we  can 
prepare  a  list  of  periodicals  and 
a  method  and  on  this  basis  can 
approach  institutions,  societies  and 
capitalists — and  I  see  no  reason 
why  a  concrete  beginning  should 
not  be  attempted  at  the  next  meet- 
ing of  the  B.  S.  of  A.  with  the 
A.  L.  A. 

Personally,  I  am  having  a  very 
good  time,  My  library  lines  are 
prospering,  in  literary  lines  I  have 
routed  out  a  little  admirable  fresh 


material  on  Voragine,  transcribed 
(or  Mrs.  R.  has)  an  unknown  or 
lost  old  Italian  writing  of  V.  and 
have  had  the  pleasure  of  restoring 
to  history  a  long  lost  and  import- 
ant Dominican  history  of  the 
fifteenth  century. 

There  are  a  thousand  things 
bibliographical  which  might  be 
said  about  Fumagalli,  Maupergo, 
Biagi,  Ehrle,  and  the  dozen  other 
librarians  with  whom  I  have  com- 
pared notes,  of  the  Crispi  sale,  of 
Gay  and  his  40,000  volumes  on 
the  Risorgimento,  of  the  Ameri- 
can School  at  Rome  and  actual 
or  possible  value  for  paleo- 
graphical  and  bibliographical  re- 
search, of  the  rare  book  trade, 
of  underpaid  bibliographers  and 
so  on.  If  you  were  here  I  would 
tell  you  some  nice  examples  of 
the  old  tales  of  finding  a  prize  at 
$5.50  in  one  shop  and  another 
copy  a  block  away  for  .30,  of 
300  francs  asked  in  one  shop 
for  a  book  and  three  copies 
bought  in  another  for  twenty 
francs  each,  of  a  nice  old  periodi- 
cal vnth  odd  volumes  ofFered  for 
10  francs  each  and  the  whole 
thirty  volumes  bound  bought  for 
25  francs  and  so  on  and  so  on — 
but  here  is  almost  too  much. 
With  kindest  regards. 
Yours  very  sincerely, 
£.  C.  Richardson. 


THE     INTERNATIONAL    CATALOGUE     OF 
SCIENTIFIC      LITERATURE 

By  Cyrus  Adler, 
Assistant  Secretary,  Smithsonian   Institution, 

and  Leonard  C.  Gunnell. 
Chief  Assistant,    International   Catalogue   of   Scientific   Literature 

AS  an  example  of  what  is  being  done  to  solve  "the 
present  problems  of  the  bibliography  of  science,"  there 
is  brought  to  your  attention  the  present  condition  of  the  In- 
ternational Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature,  the  most 
complete  example  of  a  co-operative  index  to  scientific  litera- 
ture. It  is  hardly  necessary  here  to  more  than  touch  on  the 
history  of  the  enterprise. 

The  first  Secretary  of  the  Smithsonian  Institution,  Pro- 
fessor Joseph  Henry,  was  the  originator  of  the  plan  to  form 
through  international  co-operation  a  bureau  for  the  presen- 
tation of  an  index  of  science.  Professor  Henry  at  a  meet- 
ing of  the  British  Association  for  the  Advancement  of 
Science  in  1853  called  attention  to  the  already  great  need 
of  such  an  index.  Nothing,  however,  could  be  done  at  that 
time,  but  the  idea  was  not  lost,  for  in  1 860,  the  Royal  So- 
ciety of  London  took  the  matter  up  and  in  1 867  began  the 
publication  of  the  now  classic  Catalogue  of  Scientific  Pa- 
pers. This  Catalogue  was,  however,  only  a  partial  fulfill- 
ment of  the  original  plan,  for  the  whole  work  was  done  by 
one  Society  and  the  publication  was  simply  an  authors'  cat- 
alogue and  not  a  subject  index.  In  addition  only  serial  pub- 
lications of  scientific  societies  were  indexed. 

However,  a  beginning  was  made  and  during  the  years 
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that  this  Catalogue  was  published  its  general  distribution  and 
use  served  to  emphasize  the  need  of  a  greater  and  more 
complete  work. 

In  1894  the  Royal  Society  called  the  attention  of  the 
Scientific  societies  throughout  the  world  to  the  need  of  in- 
ternational co-operation  in  the  production  of  a  complete  in- 
dex to  science.  As  the  plan  received  general  approbation, 
the  Royal  Society  in  1895  issued  another  circular  recom- 
mending that  an  International  Conference  be  held  to  con- 
sider the  whole  matter  and  later  through  the  British  For- 
eign Office  an  official  invitation  was  extended  to  the  several 
governments  of  the  world  to  send  representatives  to  a  Con- 
ference to  be  held  in  London  during  July,  1896.  Most 
of  the  civilized  countries  of  the  world  sent  representatives. 
Dr.  John  S.  Billings  and  Professor  Simon  Newcomb  being 
appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  State  to  represent  the  United 
States. 

The  Conference  being  of  one  mind  as  to  the  importance  of 
the  proposed  work,  steps  were  taken  to  form  an  organiza- 
tion through  international  co-operation,  it  remaining  for  fu- 
ture conferences  to  decide  on  ways  and  means.  These  ques- 
tions were  dealt  with  at  the  second  and  third  Conferences 
held  in  London  in  October,  1898,  and  in  June,  1900.  It 
was  decided  that  international  aid  should  take  the  form  of 
a  general  subscription  list,  the  proceeds  of  which  were  to 
be  used  entirely  in  the  support  of  a  Central  editing  and  pub- 
lishing bureau  in  London,  and  in  addition  to  this  general 
subscription  fund  each  country  was  to  establish  and  support 
a  Regional  Bureau  whose  duty  it  was  to  collect,  index,  clas- 
sify and  forward  to  the  Central  Bureau  a  current  index  of 
all  original  scientific  matter  published  within  its  region  or 
domain. 
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The  plan  embraced  the  publication  of  seventeen  annual 
volumes  at  a  cost  to  subscribers  of  eighty-five  dollars  per 
annum.  To  ensure  a  degree  of  permanency  to  the  enter- 
prise subscriptions  were  invited  covering  a  period  of  five 
years,  beginning  with  the  year  1901.  The  equivalent  of 
over  seventy  sets  were  subscribed  for  in  the  United  States 
alone,  representing  a  yearly  money  value  of  about  six  thou- 
sand dollars. 

Although  the  need  of  funds  to  maintain  a  Regional  Bu- 
reau in  the  United  States  was  several  times  brought  to  the 
attention  of  Congress  by  the  Secretary  of  State,  no  appro- 
priation was  at  first  made,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  action 
of  the  Smithsonian  Institution  in  contributing  each  year  from 
1901  to  1906  from  its  limited  funds  a  sum  for  the  estab- 
lishment and  maintenance  of  a  Regional  Bureau,  the  whole 
enterprise  would  have  been  abandoned,  as  the  important 
position  held  by  the  United  States  in  scientific  matters  made 
its  co-operation  imperative.  Congress,  however,  beginning 
July  1 ,  1 906,  has  relieved  the  Institution  financially  by  ap- 
propriating five  thousand  dollars  per  annum  for  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  Regional  Bureau  under  the  direction  of  the 
Smithsonian  Institution. 

On  account  of  the  limited  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Institution,  it  was  able  each  year  to  allot  very  small  sums  for 
this  work,  and  it  was  therefore  possible  to  index  and  classify 
only  part  of  the  great  amount  of  scientific  literature  pub- 
lished in  the  United  States  which  properly  came  within  the 
scope  of  the  Catalogue.  However,  in  the  original  organiza- 
tion, provision  was  made  whereby  the  records  of  all  publica- 
tions were  carefully  kept  so  that  when  the  increased  appro- 
priation made  it  possible  for  additional  work  to  be  done, 
the  field  could  carefully  be  gone  over  to  fill  in  any  gaps 
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which  might  have  occurred  in  the  Index.  At  the  present 
time  all  of  the  literature  of  1901,  of  1902.  of  1903.  and  of 
1904  is  practically  done,  together  with  the  greater  part  of 
the  literature  of  1905  and  1906. 

Beginning  with  January  1,  1907.  the  current  literature 
was  being  indexed  as  soon  as  received,  and  for  the  first  few 
months  was  practically  complete  and  ready  for  publication, 
as  it  had  been  proposed  that  the  Institution  publish  either 
monthly  or  quarterly,  the  result  of  the  work  done  in  this 
country,  which  would  form  a  much  needed  current  classi- 
fied index  to  American  scientific  literature.  This  plan  had 
been  followed  for  some  time  by  several  of  the  regional  bu- 
reaus abroad,  notably  those  of  Germany,  France  and  Poland 
and  it  was  thought  that  a  similar  publication  should  be 
printed  in  this  country.  The  monthly  or  quarterly  issue 
would  be  simply  a  check  list  of  national  work  for  the  use 
of  specialists  or  libraries,  and  would  in  no  way  interfere  with 
the  combined  yearly  volumes  issued  by  the  Central  Bureau, 
which  would  form  the  permanent  records  of  international 
scientific  progress.  However,  it  was  found  that  to  publish, 
even  in  the  simplest  form,  a  current  list  of  this  kind  would 
cost  in  the  neighborhood  of  $1,000  for  a  year,  and  as  this 
sum  would  have  to  be  allotted  from  the  funds  of  the  Insti- 
tution, the  plan  had  to  be  temporarily  set  aside. 

The  supreme  control  of  all  matters  connected  with  the 
International  Catalogue  is  vested  in  an  International  Coun- 
cil which  meets  in  London  every  five  years.  At  a  meeting  of 
this  Council  held  during  the  summer  of  1905,  an  agreement 
was  reached  with  the  Zoological  Society  of  London,  where- 
by, through  co-operation  of  the  International  Catalogue  with 
the  Zoological  Society  of  London,  the  "Zoological  Record** 
was  combined  with  the  zoology  volume  of  the  International 


Catalogue  of  Scientific  Literature  1 1 3 

Catalogue;  that  is,  beginning  with  the  year  1906,  these  two 
volumes  will  be  identical.  Separate  title-pages  will,  how- 
ever, be  printed  in  order  that  a  set  of  the  "Zoological  Rec- 
ord** may  be  continued  if  desired.  This  great  yearbook  of 
the  Zoological  Society  has  for  a  long  time  been  the  standard 
work  of  reference  among  zoologists  throughout  the  world, 
and  although  the  methods  of  classification  used  were  some- 
what different  from  those  used  in  the  International  Cata- 
logue, it  was  thought  a  waste  of  energy  and  money  to  have 
two  publications  covering  practically  the  same  field.  The 
plan  of  consolidation  retains  the  Zoological  Society *s  special- 
ists as  referees  while  transferring  to  the  International  Cata- 
logue the  duties  of  indexing,  classifying,  editing  and  pub- 
lishing. 

The  "Zoological  Record**  was  the  greatest  independent 
special  yearbook,  and  it  is  to  be  sincerely  hoped  that  with 
this  beginning  made,  other  independent  bureaus  covering 
not  only  the  natural  but  the  physical  sciences,  will  grad- 
ually become  absorbed  by  the  larger  organization  of  the 
International  Catalogue.  The  schedules  adopted  and  used 
by  the  International  Catalogue,  covering  as  they  do  seven- 
teen sciences,  are  very  broad  in  their  scope,  and  embrace 
in  detail  the  most  minute  sub-divisions  of  science,  and  it 
would  be  strange  if  the  various  methods  used  by  independent 
bureaus  could  not  be  brought,  with  minor  changes,  into  har- 
mony with  the  greater  system. 

Lack  of  means  has  greatly  handicapped  the  work  done  in 
this  country,  and  many  important  plans  had  to  be  held  in 
abeyance  on  that  account.  One  of  these  plans  was  to  keep 
in  direct  touch  with  the  authors  and  publishers,  not  only  that 
all  publications  might  be  promptly  received,  but  in  order  to 
get  suggestions  from  the  authors  as  to  the  proper  classifica- 
tion of  their  papers.    As  soon  as  the  first  Congressional  ap- 
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propriation  became  available,  it  was  possible  to  compile  from 
the  records  a  list  of  the  publications  of  the  principal  individ- 
ual authors  in  the  United  States,  and  by  means  of  circular 
letters,  submit  these  lists  to  the  authors  themselves  for  verifi- 
cation and  criticism. 

This  method  of  keeping  in  direct  communication  with 
the  authors  of  scientific  papers  is  very  desirable  for  many 
reasons  as  it  not  only  renders  it  possible  to  publish  a  com- 
plete Catalogue,  but  also  aids  materially  in  the  proper  and 
satisfactory  classification  of  the  work  done,  which  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  users  of  the  Catalogue  is  of  as  great 
importance  as  it  is  to  have  the  Catalogue  complete. 

All  of  the  countries  of  the  world  in  which  scientific  work 
is  being  done  are  now  without  exception  identified  with  the 
great  enterprise,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  following  list  of  coun- 
tries in  which  Regional  Bureaus  are  established:  Austria, 
Belgium,  Canada,  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Cuba,  Denmark, 
Egypt,  Finland,  France,  Germany,  Greece,  Holland,  Hun- 
gary, India  and  Ceylon,  Italy,  Japan,  Mexico,  New  South 
Wales,  New  Zealand,  Norway,  Poland,  Portugal,  Queens- 
land, Russia,  South  Africa,  South  Australia,  Spain,  Swed- 
en, Switzerland,  United  Kingdom,  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, Victoria  and  Western  Australia. 

As  has  been  stated,  seventeen  volumes  are  published  for 
the  literature  of  each  year — one  volume  for  each  of  the 
following  named  sciences :  Mathematics,  Mechanics,  Physics, 
Chemistry,  Astronomy,  Meteorology,  Mineralogy,  Geology. 
Geography,  Palaeontology,  General  Biology,  Botany,  Zoo- 
logy, Anatomy,  Anthropology,  Physiology,  Bacteriology. 

Occasionally  a  volume  appears  containing  lists  of  publica- 
tions dealt  with.  All  of  the  first  five  annual  issues  have  been 
published  together  with  most  of  the  fifth  and  one  of  the  sixth 
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issues.  These  volumes  contain  over  one  million  references. 
Up  to  the  present  time,  the  Smithsonian  Institution  has  sent 
to  the  Central  Bureau  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
thousand  references. 

The  Royal  Society  has  recently,  on  its  own  account,  de- 
cided to  undertake  the  preparation  of  a  retrospective  Subject 
Index  for  the  years  intervening  between  1800  and  1900. 
This,  as  can  be  well  imagined,  is  an  enormous  task  and  will 
probably  require  years  in  fulfillment.  However,  the  work 
is  actually  begun  and  the  volume  for  mathematics  will  soon 
appear. 

At  present  the  rules  of  the  Catalogue  limit  its  scope  to  in- 
dexing original  published  contributions  to  the  mathematical, 
physical  or  natural  sciences,  to  the  exclusion  of  what  are 
sometimes  called  applied  sciences.  Financial  reasons  make 
it  necessary  to  limit  the  Catalogue  strictly  to  conform  to  the 
original  plan,  though  ultimately  it  may  be  possible  to  em- 
brace in  this  great  Catalogue  the  records  of  all  progressive 
human  interests. 

The  United  States  Regional  Bureau  was  so  organized  in 
the  beginning,  that  it  can  at  any  time  be  expanded  to  em- 
brace any  subject  found  desirable  and  advisable  to  in- 
clude in  the  work,  though  it  is  at  the  present  time  worked  to 
the  limit  of  its  capacity  with  the  funds  now  at  its  disposal. 


INDEXING   OF   PERIODICAL   LITERATURE 

AND  THE  WORK  OF  THE  CONCILIUM 

BIBLIOGRAPHICUM,  ZURICH 

By  A  L  Voge 

THE  practical  value  of  bibliography  was  first  im- 
pressed upon  me  five  years  ago,  while  employed  in 
the  electrochemical  manufactories  at  Niagara  Falls.  In 
my  capacity  of  assistant  engineer,  the  manager  of  the 
plant  informed  me  that  the  by-product  from  our  caustic 
soda  manufacture,  chlorine,  had  become  much  reduced  in 
value,  due  to  the  fallen  market-price  of  the  bleaching-pow- 
der  into  which  the  chlorine  was  manufactured.  Then  came 
the  staggering  query,  "What  else  can  we  make  with  chlor- 
ine, what  are  its  uses?** 

To  have  answered  him  thoroughly  would  have  taken 
months,  possibly  years,  of  research.  Believing  in  the  ap- 
plicability of  the  information  contained  in  the  technical  pe- 
riodicals, I  saw  how  a  set  of  references  to  their  articles  would 
prove  invaluable  to  the  manufacturer,  and  I  resolved  then 
to  further  such  a  publication. 

(3)  From  my  point  of  view,  that  of  the  manufacturer, 
the  arrangement  of  references  by  subject,  rather  than  by 
author  or  chronologically  is  to  be  preferred. 

(31)  The  greatest  present  needs  in  so  classifying  the 
references  to  articles  of  periodicals,  are  the  detailed 
"schemes**  dividing  and  subdividing  the  various  subjects 
treated  of,  the  minutest  phases  of  the  subject  being  provided 
for. 

Restricting  our  subject  to  science,  we  find  numerous  clas- 
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sification  schemes;  but  those  from  Bacon  down,  thru  Am- 
pere, Comte,  D*Alembert,  and  Spencer  to  de  la  Grasserie 
fail  as  do  those  of  Dewey,  Library  of  Congress,  Cutter  and 
Brown  prepared  for  arranging  library  books,  on  the  shelves, 
when  applied  to  periodical  literature.  Those  on  special  sub- 
jects prepared  by  the  Engineering  School  of  Purdue  Uni- 
versity, by  Stone  and  Webster,  and  by  the  General  Electric 
Company,  expressly  for  this  use  prove  of  scarcely  more 
service.  The  classification  scheme  prepared  by  the  Royal 
Society  for  its  Catalog  of  Scientific  Literature,  is  far  from 
complete  and  is  known  to  have  been  hastily  prepared;  be- 
littling, among  other  things,  the  rules  of  economic  classifica- 
tion— exemplified  by  the  omissions  of  general  headings,  by 
alphabetical  arrangements,  etc.  The  expansion  of  Dewey 
prepared  by  the  Institute  Internationale  de  Bibliographic  of 
Brussels,  one  feels  intuitively  is  too  aggressive  and  in  most 
of  the  subjects  dealt  with,  has  received  too  little  testing.  For 
classifying  references  for  the  use  of  specialists  it  is,  so  far, 
the  best  that  has  been  published. 

(321 )  In  forming  a  classification-scheme,  first  the  clas- 
sifications adopted  in  the  chief  treatises  of  the  subject  should 
be  studied  and  compared  with  any  existing  classification- 
schemes. 

(322)  From  these,  a  resultant  scheme,  probably  cor- 
rect fundamentally,  can  be  written  and  finally  transcribed  to 
loose-leaves,  each  of  which  at  the  beginning  should  be  de- 
voted to  a  single  subdivision  of  the  scheme. 

(323)  To  test  this  provisional  code  references  can  be 
classified  with  it  from  compilations  such  as  the  Catalog  of 
Scientific  Literature,  Science  Abstracts,  Engineering  Maga- 
zine and  others.^ 

iClassified  merely  from  title,  in  this  preliminary  work. 
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(324)  After  numerous  rewri tings  of  individual  pages 
of  the  loose-leaf  scheme,  the  product  of  about  six  months* 
time^  entirely  devoted  to  the  task  should  be  a  classification 
for  which  few  references  are  unclassifiable,  and  the  demand 
is  least  for  duplication  of  references  under  different  head- 
ings. 

Unclassifiable  references  are  not  to  include  the  almost 
infinite  number  of  new  relationships,  such  as  Aeronautic  tel- 
egraphy, and  which  should  appear  under  both  subjects,  but 
refer  to  specific  subjects,  such  as  catephoresis,  transmutation 
of  chemical  elements,  or  chemical  flotation  processes. 

Reduction  of  duplication  implies  the  provision  of  general 
headings  for  the  common  treatment  of  distinct  subjects,  e.  g. 
a  subject  heading  alkaline  elements  immediately  preceding 
the  subject  headings  "sodium,**  "potassium,**  "lithium.** 

When  the  classification  has  reached  this  degree  of  perfec- 
tion it  may  be  finally  adopted  and  printed. 

(325)  To  most  profitably  record  the  technical  words 
and  phrases  encountered  during  the  scheme-testing — and  to 
avoid  the  possibility  of  assigning  two  symbols  to  the  same 
subject,  an  alphabetical  index  of  subjects  should  be  prepared 
simultaneously  with  the  scheme  of  classification.  When  a 
subject  is  assigned  a  symbol,  it  should  be  written  with  its 
synonyms,  separately  on  bisected  standard  cards  on  which 
the  symbols  are  also  written.  The  cards  may  be  arranged 
in  two  rows  in  a  partitioned  standard  card-drawer. 

This  alphabetical  card-index  should  finally  be  checked, 
for  missing  synonyms,  etc.,  with  dictionaries  of  the  specialty, 
and  with  numerous  indices  to  treatises  on  the  subject.  It 
should  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form. 

(326)  Cross  references  should  be  written  under  re- 

^For  a  subject  of  the  scope  of  metallurgy,  tay. 
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lated  but  distinctly  separated  subjects,  during  the  prepara- 
tion of  the  code. 

(33)  Colleges  might  help  bibliography  by  accepting 
as  theses  such  classification-schemes  for  rather  narrow  sub- 
jects, such  as  thermo-chemistry,  direct  current  machinery, 
electric  meters,  machine-shop  practice  or  electrothermal 
chemical  processes.  By  the  bibliographer  these  would  be 
received  as  most  suggestive  but  not  final.  To  the  student 
(332)  preparing  such  a  thesis,  besides  the  classification- 
scheme  and  a  survey  of  his  subject,  much  more  complete 
than  the  average  thesis  gives,  there  results  a  set  of  references 
which  he  can  immediately  use  in  practice  or  for  profitable 
publication. 

(34)  Each  minute  subject  of  the  classification-scheme 
must  be  uniquely  symbolized.  The  notation  adopted  must 
be  of  International  application,  therefore,  no  dictionary  ar- 
rangement by  subject-names  is  applicable,  as  the  equiva- 
lents, nitrogen,  stickstoff  and  azote  will  prove. ^ 

(341 )  The  alphabetical  notation  has,  with  us,  26  units. 
— a  relatively  large  number  and  advantageous  in  shortening 
the  entire  symbol.  Experience  has  shown  it  to  possess  a 
greater  disadvantage  in  the  difficulty  of  recalling  instantly 
the  sequence  of  the  letters.^ 

(342)  The  numerical  notation  permits  the  instant  de- 

^The  classed  arrangement  has  other  desirable  features  which  the  dictionary 
system  lacks.  It  tends  to  give  more  complete  information,  for  the  omission  of 
cross-references  between  synonymous  words  and  phrases  occurs  frequently  in  the 
dictionary  arrangement;  it  is  more  suggestive,  for  it  groups  related  subjects  which 
would  be  unsuggested  and  hence  overlooked  in  the  dictionary  system;  it  is  labor- 
saving  to  the  specialist  in  that  he  finds  all  of  the  references  to  his  subject  to- 
gether and  is  not  led  from  pillar  to  post;  it  is  space-saving  in  providing  general 
headings  for  related  subjects,  which  reduce  the  duplications  of  references. 

2To  illustrate:  try  to  decide  instantly  which  takes  precedence,  DQJS  or 
DLKT;   which  takes  precedence,  2418  or  2631. 
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termination  of  the  sequence  and.  notwithstanding  its  dearth 
of  units,  is  for  that  reason  preferable. 

The  integral  numerical  notation  (whole  numbers)  being 
non-expansive,  necessitates  a  clumsily  large  symbol  to  pro- 
vide for  future  expansions  of  the  subject  and  classification- 
scheme.  Without  this  provision  the  scheme  and  symboliza- 
tion  become  rapidly  cramped. 

(343)  A  notation  combining  integral  and  decimal 
numbers  might,  in  extremity  prove  useful.  The  danger  is 
that  265.5  would  be  easily  read  2655. 

The  decimal  symbol,  either  alphabetic  or  numeric,  is  in- 
finitely expansible,  it  can  therefore  produce  the  most  con- 
cise symbols  for  immediate  needs. 

The  numeric  decimal  with  its  further  advantage  of  the 
rapid  assignment  of  sequence,  of  symbols  arranged  by  means 
of  it,  m.akes  it  the  most  practical  notation  for  arranging  ref- 
erences by  class.  ^ 

(3445)  One  convention  of  decimal  classification  seems 
frequently  to  be  misunderstood.  It  is  that  .2 1 8  must  neces- 
sarily be  a  subdivision  of  .21.  The  subdivisions  of  .21  may 
conclude  with  .215.  .298  need  not  be  a  subdivision  .29,  or 
even  of  .2.  It  appears  that  Dewey  recognized  this,  for. 
among  other  proofs,  his  .549  Mineralogy  is  not  a  subdivision 
of  .54  Chemistry. 

(35)  In  classifying  articles,  the  rapidity  and,  in  in- 
verse proportion,  the  cost  depend  greatly  upon  the  accuracy 
of  the  information  given  in  the  references.  In  a  day  of  seven 
hours,  in  each  case  writing  the  author,  title,  source,  etc.,  of 

^Decimal  symbols  formed  of  two  letters  followed  by  numerals  might  prove 
distinctly  practical  in  library  work;  to  bibliography  its  value  is  doubtful,  due  to 
the  habit  that  would  probably  form  of  overlooking  the  letters  in  sorting  material 
so  arranged. 


Indexing  Periodical  Literature  1 2 1 

the  article,  the  average  number  of  references  that  should  be 
prepared  by  a  speciaHst  are  as  follows : 

Classifying  by  title  alone  90  references. 

Classifying  by  subject  matter  55  references. 

Classifying  by  subject  matter  and  writing  short  abstract 
30  references. 

Concerning  classification  it  need  only  be  remarked,  that 
there  is  too  great  a  tendency  to  classify  articles  by  form- 
divisions,  rather  than  under  the  scientific  phase  of  the  subject 
treated.  A  directory  of  telephone  manufacturers  would 
probably  not  be  classified  under  telephones,  but  under  direc- 
tories, somewhere.  Moreover  the  distinction  between  a  phe- 
nomenon, process  or  material  and  its  use  is  frequently  miss- 
ing. The  "Electrolytic  production  of  sodium"  should  be 
classed,  not  under  the  phenomenon  of  "electrolysis**  or  un- 
der "electrolytic  processes,'*  but  under  "sodium.**  If  a 
mountain  were  climbed  on  mule-back  the  account  of  the  trip 
would  not  belong  under  "mules.** 

(21)  For  the  publication  of  classified  references  four 
means  suggest  themselves,  namely :  the  book,  the  cumulative 
periodical,  the  loose-leaf  and  the  card.  The  card  is  the 
system  of  greatest  value  to  the  manufacturer  and  the  special- 
ist, the  other  systems  will,  therefore,  in  this  paper  be  treated, 
in  combination  with  the  card. 

(4)  The  card  system  for  publishing  classified  refer- 
ences has  inconveniences.  Among  them  is  the  danger  of 
losing  individual  cards  from  the  set,  which  may  occur  in  sev- 
eral ways: 

(411)  Firstly,  the  card  may  be  overlooked  by  the  pub- 
lisher in  preparing  the  individual  package  for  shipment.  The 
publisher  can  insure  against  this  by  checking  the  sets  with  a 
standard  set.  reading  the  authors*  names  on  the  reference- 
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cards  aloud,  while  children  each  read  the  names  on  two 
similar  packs  ready  for  shipment.  He,  moreover,  employs 
the  "multiple  check"  system  wherein  every  eleventh  card 
of  the  original  pack  printed  for  any  reference,  is  on  paper  of 
a  color  varying  from  the  rest;  in  distributing  the  cards  on 
the  packs  of  the  various  subscribers,  omissions  of  a  given 
reference-card  would  be  detected  by  the  colored  card  ap- 
pearing on  top  for  placement  on  a  pack  of  the  uncolored 
cards.  This  is  all  purely  the  publishers*  work,  and  any  crit- 
icism of  it  by  the  public  must  be  made  through  criticising  the 
cost  per  card. 

(412)  Secondly,  cards  may  be  lost  during  transit. 
Consecutive  numbering  of  the  individual  shipments  by  the 
publisher  and  filing  of  the  control-cards  on  which  the  pack- 
age numbers  are  printed,  by  the  subscriber,  show  him,  by 
their  sequence,  the  completeness  of  his  receipt  of  the  ship- 
ments. The  receipt  of  complete  individual  packs  is  insured 
by  passing  a  cord  through  the  card-perforations  and  lead- 
sealing  the  knot. 

(413)  Thirdly,  the  card  may  be  withdrawn  from  the 
drawer  after  it  has  been  filed.  Lock-rod  drawers  are  a 
partial  preventative,  and  a  tell-tale  could  be  found  in  using 
rods  from  which  axial  segments  are  cut,  thus  forming  two 
edges,  which,  directed  downwardly,  would  cut  and  hold  the 
part  beneath  the  punchhole  of  any  card  torn  out. 

(414)  Filing  new  cards  is  perhaps  the  greatest  bug- 
bear to  librarians.  Because  most  of  their  filing  has  been 
done  alphabetically,  they  overestimate  the  size  of  this  task. 
To  file  by  numerical  symbols  is  much  more  rapid.  The 
time  required  for  filing  varies  with  the  relative  size  of  the 
old  and  new  sets.  If  they  are  of  the  same  size,  with  numeri- 
cal symbols,  6,000  new  cards  can  be  filed  per  day  of  seven 
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hours.  If  the  ratio  is  1  to  8,  1,700  of  the  smaller  pack  can 
be  filed  per  day.  This  considerable  difference  results,  par- 
tially, because  the  cards  must  in  the  latter  instance  be  han- 
dled in  their  boxes  at  the  case;  while,  when  of  similar  size, 
the  packs  of  cards  are  preferably  placed  face-upward  before 
the  filer,  a  pack  at  each  hand.  By  sliding  the  cards  of 
the  old  pack  toward  him,  he  sees  simultaneously  several  of 
the  symbols,  thus  placing  the  new  card  more  rapidly. 

The  combined  cards  are  stacked,  face-downward,  before 
the  filer  and  at  intervals  removed  to  a  drawer. 

Under  like  conditions,  combining  the  up-faced  packs  takes 
four-fifths  as  long  as  filing  into  the  box.^ 

With  a  ratio  of  1  to  1 00  between  the  packs,  about  1 ,400 
of  the  smaller  pack  can  be  filed  per  day.^  As  the  difference 
in  size  of  the  two  packs  increases,  the  time  required  to  file 
a  given  number  of  cards  from  the  smaller  pack  increases — 
but  not  in  direct  proportion. 

In  filing  several  small  packs  into  a  much  larger  one, 
much  time  is  saved  by  first  combining  all  of  the  small  packs, 
finally  filing  the  resulting  one  in  the  large  pack.^ 

In  a  month-test  a  boy  of  fourteen  filed  1,700  cards  per 
day  of  7  hours  into  a  set  of  the  same  size.     This  boy,  of 

^Filing  new  cards  into  old  set  of  the  same  size; 

Placing  the  new  cards  in  small  packs  on  top  of  the  old  set  in  its  box  and 
filing  directly  into  the  box,  required  2  hrs.  34  min. 

Facing  both  packs  upward  and  on  combining  turning  them  face  down- 
ward, to  form  a  third  pack  and  finally  removing  to  drawer  required  1  hr.  56  min. 

2The  author  has  filed  at  the  card  case  500  cards  into  50,000  in  2  hrs.  and 
10  min.,  an  average  of  1,600  in  7  hrs. 

^Filing  1,600  cards  in  22  sets  all  covering  the  same  span  of  symbols,  into 
a  single  set  of  same  size. 

1.  Filing  one  set  after  the  other  into  the  single  set  required  8  hrs.,  40  min. 

2.  Combining  twenty-two  similar  sets  first  to  16  sets  and  then  to  8,  4  and 
2  sets  and  finally  to  one  set  required  4  hrs.,  25  min.,  and  to  file  this  set  into  the 
single  set  required  2  hrs.,  22  min.,  forming  a  total  of  6  hrs.,  46  min. 

The  saving  by  employing  latter  system  is  1  hr.,  54  min.  per  box  of  new  cards. 
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ordinary  intelligence,  learned  the  decimal  sequence  very 
rapidly;  not  over  an  hour  altogether  being  given  to  instruc- 
tion and  checking.  Later,  filing  his  cards  into  a  larger  set, 
resulted  in  a  complete  check  of  his  work.  Not  more  than  one 
mistake  per  500  cards  handled  by  him  was  detected.  The 
large  science  of  Zoology  demands  15,000  references  per 
year,  equivalent  to  the  work  of  a  boy  for  two  weeks,  or  to  a 
cost  of  but  $12.00. 

(415)  The  cost  of  storage  furniture  is  another  disad- 
vantage urged  against  the  cards.  It  is  not  large.  Cards 
requiring  a  tray  per  thousand  cards,  costing . 

(416)  The  increased  cost  of  cards  over  that  of  a 
book  containing  an  equivalent  number  of  references  is  cer- 
tainly a  disadvantage  of  the  former.  This  greater  cost  of 
the  cards  is  lessened  as  the  printed  abstracts  more  nearly 
fill  the  card  surfaces.  Moreover,  this  increased  expense  re- 
lates only  to  subscribers  to  complete  sets,  not  to  the  specialist 
desiring  the  references  to  the  literature,  on  carborundum  say, 
where  in  card  form,  the  information  would  cost  but  a  few 
cents. 

(417)  A  rapid  survey  of  references  as  secured  from 
the  page  of  a  book  is  not  possible  with  cards.  It  is  not  to 
be  desired.  The  classification  being  minutely  detailed,  each 
reference  under  the  symbol  sought  for  is  vital  and  demands 
not  a  glance  but  perusal.  As  well  criticise  library  arrange- 
ment, because  working  at  the  shelves  for  mathematics,  the 
books  on  history  are  not  found. 

(418)  An  alleged  disadvantage  of  the  card,  when  the 
completeness  of  its  bibliography  has  been  emphasized,  and 
which  seems  but  the  weak  criticism  of  the  ultraconventional 
in  library  economy,  is  the  want  of  many  of  the  periodicals 
referred  to,  from  the  shelves  of  the  prospective  subscriber. 
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The  librarian  cannot  give  his  patron  the  article,  he  will  ham- 
per the  knowledge  of  its  existence.  I  have  no  butter,  my 
pride  refuses  the  hungry  bread. 

(419)  The  one  unanswerable  defect  of  the  card  in- 
dex to  complete  subscribers,  is  its  bulk.  However,  even  in 
this,  it  is  not  beyond  comparison  nor  without  compensative 
virtue.  The  card  references  on  Zoology  for  20  or  30  years 
could  be  enveloped  by  the  skeleton  of  an  elephant.  Which 
is  more  essential  to  the  tyro's  knowledge  or  for  the  progress 
of  the  science? 

References  must  generally  be  copied  verbatim,  for  use; 
if  the  publication  is  in  card  form,  when  bibliography  has  be- 
come popular,  not  one-tenth  as  much  difficulty  will  result 
from  causing  impatient  people  to  wait  for  a  box  as  to  wait 
for  some  fortunate  copyist  to  release  the  volume  in  demand. 

(42)  The  advantages  of  cards,  it  will  be  remembered, 
are  to  be  treated  in  this  paper  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
public  or  specialist,  of  the  artisan  or  scientist  and  not  from 
that  of  the  librarian.  There  are  four  criteria  by  which  the 
card  will  be  judged ;  by  accuracy,  by  completeness,  by  defi- 
niteness  and  by  cheapness,  the  last  to  include  the  time-factor 
to  secure  the  desired  information. 

(42 1 )  On  cards,  the  references  in  a  minute  subject 
stand  together  irrespective  of  the  lapse  of  years  between  the 
dates  of  publication  of  two  articles.  An  article  on  the  chem- 
ical yttrium  is  published  in  1900,  the  next  article  on  this 
chemical  appears  in  1905 — in  card  form  the  references 
would  be  contiguous — in  book  form,  no  matter  how  detailed 
the  classification,  the  volumes  for  1901-2-3  and  1904  are 
taken  down  and  searched  and  the  time  so  employed  is  lost. 

(422)  To  illustrate  the  time-saving  to  the  user  no  min- 
ute subject  should  be  taken,  however  prevalent  may  be  such 


126  Bibliographical  Society  of  America 

subjects  and  the  lapse  of  years  between  the  articles  written 
on  them.  It  is  quite  practicable  to  ship  monthly  sets  of  cards 
spanning  an  entire  bibliography,  so  to  make  the  comparison 
a  fair  one,  having  but  one  variable,  assume  book-volumes 
likewise  published  monthly.  Seek  the  references  to  the  lit- 
erature for  25  years  on  some  subject,  say  "Chemical  labora- 
tories.'* To  make  the  search,  25  times  1 2,  or  300  volumes, 
or  pamphlets,  must  be  taken  down  and  referred  to.  With 
cards,  here,  as  with  the  minute  subject  above,  absolutely  no 
time  is  lost  in  passing  from  one  reference  to  the  next  on  the 
subject.  The  cumulative  book  index  system  partially  solves 
this,  but  to  manipulate  the  linotype  slugs  representing  a  span 
of  years  would  be  a  complicated  and  almost  herculean  task. 

(423)  Typographical  and  clerical  errors  in  print,  in 
book  form  generally  go  uncorrected,  and  the  confessions  of 
the  corrigenda-leaf  are  of  small  service.  In  the  card,  a  new 
edition  can  completely  efface  the  error  at  a  total  cost  of  a 
very  few  cents. 

(424)  After  expanding  a  classification,  always  impera- 
tive as  a  science  progresses,  the  old  references  to  the  subjects 
now  definitely  symbolized  would  be  scattered  and  virtually 
lost  in  the  early  book-volumes.  In  card  form  the  publisher 
could  reprint  cheaply  or  correct  by  affixing  the  newly  as- 
signed digit  to  the  symbol  on  the  old  cards.  ^ 

(425)  The  definiteness  of  card  bibliography  makes  it 
invaluable  to  the  rapidly  increasing  percentage  of  technolo- 
gists who  practice  very  narrow  professions.  Should  an  en- 
gineer purchase  a  book  bibliography  of  electric  engineering, 
electric  traction,  central  stations,  electric  heating  and  manu- 

^  .3655  might  symbolize  resistance  furnaces  and  suffice  for  the  art  in 
1890.  In  1900  a  distinction  between  core-,  jacket-,  and  charge- resistance  fur- 
naces, being  demanded,  .36553,  36554  and  .36555  might  be  the  symbols  as- 
signed. The  old  cards  on  jacket-furnaces  would  be  corrected  by  affixing  4  to 
their  symbol,  3655. 
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facture  of  electric  machinery  may  not  interest  him.  but  only 
electric  lighting;  and  of  electric  lighting  not  incandescent 
and  fluorescent  lighting,  but  only  arc  lighting.  Assume  that 
10  per  cent  of  the  book  interests  him — it  is  scarcely  that — 
what  is  to  be  said  for  the  profit  to  him  to  purchase  a  book 
covering  all  engineering,  of  which  not  I  per  cent,  of  the  con- 
tents will  interest  him.  Certainly  he  would  not  do  it  if  he 
were  offered  the  cards,  doing  away  with  superfluous  refer- 
ences and  reducing  his  outlay  in  money. 

(427)  The  more  detailed  the  classification,  the  more 
specialists  appreciate  it;  the  more  readily  the  references  to 
minute  subjects  can  be  purchased,  the  more  specialists  be- 
come interested  in  the  undertaking;  the  wider  the  scope  of 
influence  of  a  bibliography,  the  greater  the  total  support  it 
will  receive,  be  the  individual  subscriptions  never  so  small. 
The  card  provides  the  first  two  conditions  most  readily ;  and 
it  seems  a  legitimate  conclusion  that  a  relatively  greater  total 
support  will  be  given  them. 

(428)  The  prompter  delivery  of  references  is  a  very 
great  advantage  of  cards  over  a  book.  The  references  in  a 
book  are  to  articles  published  generally  more  than  a  year  and 
seldom  less  than  six  months  before  the  book.  Card  refer- 
ences could  be  published  averaging  one  month  later  than 
the  appearance  of  the  articles.  Although  this  is  one  of  the 
greatest  advantages  that  can  be  assigned  to  the  cards,  it 
seems  so  self-evident  that  it  will  not  be  enlarged  upon. 

(429)  Numerous  secondary  references  besides  the  pri- 
mary one  are  warranted  in  card  publications.  For  an  ar- 
ticle on  an  electrolytic  process  for  the  production  of  sodium 
hydroxide  from  salt,  a  primary  card  would  be  printed  with 
the  classification  symbol  for  "sodium  hydroxide."  where  the 
reference  is  of  chief  importance.     Secondary  cards  would 
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also  be  printed  under  the  classification  symbols  for  "electro- 
lytic processes**  and  for  "salt — uses.**  This  multiple  entry 
of  references  can  be  made  in  books,  but  if  adopted  it  greatly 
reduces  the  already  small  percentage  of  references  of  value 
to  any  specialist,  while  a  separate  volume  for  the  secondar- 
ies would  certainly  not  be  profitable.  All  references  of  sec- 
ondary importance  to  most  specialists  are  of  primary  import- 
ance to  some  few  and  cards  for  them  would  be  eagerly  pur- 
chased if  separately  sold.  The  extra  work  required  to  print 
editions  of  secondary  references  is  merely  the  alteration  of 
the  classification  symbol  while  the  type  is  in  the  press.  Small 
editions  of  secondary  references  can  therefore  be  printed 
with  profit  to  specialist  and  publisher  as  well  without  incum- 
bering the  general  subscriber. 

(42*)  Flexibility  is  a  further  striking  advantage  of 
card  bibliography.  The  same  publication  can  fulfill  any 
one  of  several  demands.  The  references  can  be  arranged 
by  authors,  titles,  subjects,  chronologically,  by  periodicals, 
by  publishers,  by  towns,  etc.,  with  almost  equal  facility.  A 
subscriber  desires  all  of  the  publications  of  a  given  author; 
they  can  be  readily  supplied  from  an  author  arrangement  of 
the  bibliography.  He  wishes  to  identify  music  from  the 
title;  the  necessary  data  can  be  supplied  him  from  a  title  ar- 
rangement of  the  cards.  He  wishes  the  references  to  the  use 
of  a  certain  chemical  that  he  produces;  the  symbol  for  this 
chemical  in  the  subject  arrangement  of  secondaries  locates 
them.  He  is  writing  a  history  of  metallurgy;  the  cards  of 
the  science  in  chronological  sequence  will  be  supplied  him. 
He  wants  a  card  index  to  the  articles  contained  in  several  pe- 
riodicals to  which  he  subscribes;  the  arrangement  by  pe- 
riodicals will  show  what  must  be  sent  to  him.  As  a  histori- 
cal bibliographer  he  wants  the  cards  arranged  by  towns  of 


Concilium  Bibliographicum  129 

publication,  or  by  publishers.  They  could  be  readily  so 
arranged.  Such  is  the  versatility  of  card  bibliography.  With 
books,  frequently  either  the  author  or  subject  arrangement 
fails,  and  generally  all  of  the  others. 

The  conclusion  seems  to  be  a  fair  one,  that  from  these  ad- 
vantages— several  of  them  unique — card-bibliography  must 
always  exist  for  the  benefit  of  the  specialist  and,  as  a  cor- 
rolary  for  libraries,  however  broad  their  scope,  which  aim 
primarily  to  serve  specialists. 

(5)  It  will  be  of  interest  therefore,  to  say  something  of 
the  Institute  which  to-day  stands  foremost  in  the  publication 
of  bibliography  to  the  literature  of  periodicals.  Foremost, 
from  the  accuracy  of  its  productions,  the  result  of  having  re- 
stricted, with  its  limited  resources,  its  field  of  endeavor;  and 
because  those  connected  with  the  institute  have  adopted  the 
work — not  as  a  desultory  pastime  or  an  activity  of  distinctly 
secondary  importance  to  them — ^but  have  devoted  most,  if 
not  all  of  their  time  to  this  work,  which  for  system,  centrali- 
zation and  accuracy  of  classification  is  probably  not  else- 
where equalled  in  bibliographic  practice. 

(511)  The  institute  referred  to  is  the  Concilium  Biblio- 
graphicum of  Zurich.  Switzerland,  founded  by  the  Interna- 
tional Congress  of  Zoology  in  1895,  and  having  the  finan- 
cial support  of  the  Swiss  Confederation,  the  Oanton  and 
City  of  Zurich,  the  Zoological  Station  of  Naples,  the  Eliza- 
beth Thompson  Fund,  the  American  Association  for  the  Ad- 
vancement of  Science,  the  Zoological  Society  of  France  and 
the  American  Microscopical  Society. 

The  Zoological  Congress  placed  the  work  under  the  pat- 
ronage of  an  influential  International  Commission,  and  the 
subsidizing  bodies  have,  through  the  Swiss  Society  of  Natur- 
alists, appointed  a  Committee,  of  which  Professor  Lang  of 
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Zurich  University  is  President,  to  audit  the  accounts  of  the 
Concilium  and  to  report  on  them  annually  to  the  Commis- 
sion. 

The  growth  of  the  Concilium  is  most  readily  shown  by 
comparing  its  early  and  recent  financial  condition.  During 
the  first  five  years  of  its  existence  the  expenditures  amounted 
to  100,000  francs  and  the  receipts  to  53,000  francs,  a  de- 
ficit of  47,000  francs.  During  the  next  five  years  the  ex- 
penditures were  152,000  francs  and  the  receipts  153,000 
francs,  a  surplus  of  1 ,000  francs. 

(514)  The  actual  growth  of  the  Concilium  has  been 
continuous.  During  the  past  year,  however,  there  have  been 
an  unusual  number  of  accessions  of  small  subscriptions. 

(521 )  The  Concilium  at  present  publishes  card  biblio- 
graphies of  zoology,  physiology,  anatomy,  paleontology, 
animal  biology,  and  microscopy. 

(532)  The  number  of  articles  for  which  the  Concil- 
ium has  printed  references  since  its  first  publication  in  1 896. 
to  January  1907.  are  as  follows: 

Articles. 
General  Biology  (Animal)  1,385 

Microscopy  1 .63 1 

Paleontology  1 6,858 

Anatomy  15,875 

Physiology*  (no  publication  from  1900-1905)  8,309 

Zoology  131,095 

Total  175,153 

(522)  In  book  form  it  edits  and  prints  the  Biblio- 
graphia  Zoologica  published  by  Engelman  at  Leipzig  in 
conjunction  wilJi  the  Zoologischer  Anzeiger,  and  founded  in 
1700;  the  Bibliographia  Physiologica  published  by  Deu- 
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ticke  at  Vienna  in  conjunction  with  the  Centralblatt  fur 
Physiologia  and  founded  in  1887;  and  a  bibliography  pub- 
lished by  Gustav  Fischer  in  Jena  dealing  with  Protozoa, 
with  a  broadening  of  the  scope  on  the  medical  side  so  as  to 
include  the  diseases  of  malaria,  dysentery,  sleeping  sick- 
ness, etc. 

(523)  Many  other  publications  are  more  or  less  tribu- 
tary upon  the  work  of  the  Concilium.  In  the  Naples  Zoo- 
logischer  Jahresbericht,  the  dependency  for  the  suggestion 
of  these  articles  reviewed  is  almost  complete.  A  similar  re- 
lation exists  with  the  Zoological  Record,  in  which  many  re- 
corders cite  from  the  Concilium's  work  without  having  seen 
the  original  articles. 

(Orally:  Clerical  errors  made  by  the  Concilium,  that 
crop  up  in  the  Zoological  Record  prove  this  conclusively.) 

The  collaboration  of  the  Concilium  in  the  selection  of 
references,  frequently  sought  for  by  the  publishers  of  great 
monographs,  though  oftener  declined  than  accepted,  is  to 
be  found  in  the  monograph  on  Development  of  the  Lemur- 
ians,  published  by  Professor  Hubrecht  of  Utrecht. 

(53)  The  Concilium's  finances  improve  yearly.  It  is 
a  mistake  to  think  that  the  card  publications  are  a  drag  upon 
it;  they  are  an  ever-increasing  help.  Its  finances  would  be 
no  better  off  were  it  merely  an  agency  for  preparing  a  manu- 
script. The  Concilium's  urgent  appeal  for  funds  is  made  for 
improving  its  present  service,  and  to  widen  the  scope  of  its 
endeavors. 

(54)  The  new  building  erected  this  year,  especially  for 
the  Concilium  and  close  to  the  University  of  Zurich  is  suffi- 
cient proof  of  the  appreciation  and  support  of  the  Concil- 
ium's publications. 

(541 )     Among  special  constructions  in  this  building  are 
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the  one-person  rooms  for  classifiers  and  partition-wall  card 
cases,  facilitating  the  use  of  the  cards  in  adjoining  rooms. 

(542)  Many  technical  devices  and  systems  for  hand- 
ling cards,  etc.,  have  been  worked  out  which  cannot  be 
mentioned  here. 

(543)  The  staff  of  the  Concilium  is  composed  of  Dr. 
H.  H.  Field,  Director  and  Editor  of  the  Anatomical  bib- 
liography; Dr.  J.  Strohl,  Vice-Director;  Dr.  M.  Daiber, 
physiologist;  Frl.  Marie  Ruhl,  Zoologist;  A.  Voge,  tech- 
nologist, a  secretary,  a  shipping  clerk,  three  typographers, 
three  card  sorters  and  an  errand  boy. 

(55)  The  Concilium  recognizes  that  the  use  of  cards  is 
much  better  understood  in  America  than  elsewhere,  and 
that  its  chief  support  must  be  found  here.  It  recognizes 
that  nowhere  are  the  facilities  for  thorough  and  economical 
publication  so  great  as  in  Zurich.  It  knows  that  its  scope 
could  be  much  more  rapidly  enlarged  with  financial  aid  from 
American  institutions.  These  three  facts  have  emphasized 
the  value  of  an  Incorporated  Board  of  Trustees  in  Amer- 
ica which  would  control  the  use  of  funds  placed  in  its  hands 
for  the  Concilium's  publications.  Professor  Franklin  Hoop- 
er, Director  of  the  Brooklyn  Institute  of  Arts  and  Sciences, 
is  now  moving  to  form  such  a  body  and  to  secure  legislative 
sanction  of  it.  This  Board  of  Trustees  could  legally  accept 
any  fund  of  money  for  use  by  the  Concilium. 

(561)  Any  card  bibliography  of  periodical  literature 
lies  within  the  scope  of  the  Concilium's  endeavors. 

(562)  A  card  bibliography  of  Forestry  will  very  pos- 
sibly be  published  in  the  immediate  future,  edited  by  the 
Professor  of  Forestry  at  the  Zurich  Polytechnic. 

(563)  Aside  from  the  technical  bibliography  to  be 
mentioned  later,  the  first  to  be  added,  so  soon  as  funds  are 
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secured,  will  undoubtedly  be  that  of  Geology  and  Mineral- 
ogy. 

(Orally:  Advances  for  the  publication  in  book  form  of 
this  bibliography  have  already  been  made  to  the  Concilium 
by  a  well  established  Journal  of  these  Sciences.) 

Botany  would  undoubtedly  be  the  next  science  to  be 
taken  on,  while  the  very  full  scheme  of  classification  for 
Anthropology  prepared  by  Professor  Martin  and  now  in 
press  gives  this  science  precedence  of  many  others  in  the  pub- 
lication of  bibliography. 

(564)  It  is  believed  that  a  great  demand  exists  for 
card  bibliographies  in  every  branch  of  technology.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  bring  them  into  existence  even  on  sound  bib- 
liographical principles. 

(5641)  The  first  expense  would  be  the  formation  of 
the  classification-code.  This,  under  guidance,  should  be 
prepared  by  a  student  of  the  subject  in  one  year,  working 
four  hours  per  day,  and  at  a  cost  of  not  over  $300.  To 
print  an  edition  of  500  copies  of  a  1 00-page  pamphlet  would 
cost  $1 00.  Assuming  the  bibliography  to  require  5,000  ref- 
erences per  year,  to  cover  its  literature,  the  cost  of  an  edi- 
tion of  200  cards,  including  the  expense  of  excerpting,  class- 
ifying, editing,  etc.,  for  one  year,  would  be  about  $1,000.^ 

$2,000  would  be  ample  to  start  a  bibliography  of  this 
size  and  with  70  complete  subscriptions  or  an  equivalent 
number  of  partial  ones,  it  would,  from  the  beginning  be  self- 
supporting. 

(5643)  Impressed  with  the  value  of  such  publication 
an  offer  is  herewith  made  to  electrical  engineers,  chemical 
technologists,  physical  chemists,  or  metallurgists,  to  institute 
card-bibliographies  of  their  subjects.     $1,000  will  be  de- 

iThe  Concilium's  experience  showing  the  cost  to  be  about  20  cents  per 
reference. 
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posited,  for  this  work,  by  the  Technical  Section  of  the  Con- 
cilium, with  a  Board  of  Trustees,  which  may  be  agreed 
upon  and  who  will  audit  the  accounts  of  the  bibliography 
and  report  upon  the  expenditure  of  the  fund;  providing  $1,- 
000  be  likewise  deposited  for  the  work  by  any  institution, 
body  of  technologists,  or  individual.  Canvassing  for  sub- 
scriptions would  be  the  first  use  of  this  fund,  and  when  70 
complete  subscriptions  or  an  equivalent  number  of  partial 
ones  are  secured,  the  preparation  and  publication  of  the 
code  will  follow  and  publication  of  the  cards  begin. 

(565)  The  first  technical  bibliography  to  be  under- 
taken by  the  Concilium  is  one  on  Electro-Chemistry.  The 
work  of  preparing  the  code  is  completed,^  the  manuscript 
for  several  thousand  references,  dating  from  1906,  on, 
is  prepared  and  the  actual  publication  of  cards  will  occur  no 
later  than  April,  1909. 

(5651)  Commencing  with  the  printing  of  guide  cards 
and  a  card  index  of  the  periodicals  to  be  excerpted  for  the 
work,  and  which  will  contain  data  concerning  publisher, 
editor,  place  of  publication,  cost  per  year  and  per  copy,  etc., 
of  the  periodical,  these  cards  will  be  arranged  alphabeti- 
cally according  to  the  standard  abbreviations  of  the  title 
employed  by  the  Concilium  on  its  reference  cards. 

(56523)  These  publications  will  be  followed  imme- 
diately by  the  card  bibliography  proper  of  electro-chemistry 
which  it  is  firmly  believed  will  inaugurate  a  new  era  in  the 
reference  work  to  technical  literature. 

(For  discussion  on  this  paper  see  page   102.) 

^The  list  and  location  in  Switzerland  of  the  periodicals,  etc.,  to  be  worked 
through  is  in  readiness. 


THE  CONTRIBUTIONS  OF  THE  U.  S.  DEPART- 

MENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  TO  THE 

BIBLIOGRAPHY  OF  SCIENCE 

By  W.  H.  Beal.  Editor,  and  E.  Lucy  Ogden.  Librarian. 
Of  the  Office  of  Elxperiment  Stations 

•T^E  germ  idea  of  the  United  States  Department  of 
*  Agriculture  existed  in  the  practical  and  far-sighted 
mind  of  Washington,  and  was  nurtured  by  the  wise  ac- 
tivity of  Franklin.  Washington,  though  having  little  or  no 
conception  of  the  possibilities  of  science  as  applied  to  agri- 
culture, nevertheless  considered  the  encouragement  of  agricul- 
ture a  necessary  and  important  function  of  government.  In 
his  last  message  to  Congress,  December  7,  1796,  he  said: 
"In  proportion  as  nations  advance  in  population  the  culti- 
vation of  the  soil  becomes  more  and  more  an  object  of  pub- 
lic patronage.  Institutions  grow  up  supported  by  the  public 
purse.  *  ♦  *  Among  the  means  which  have  been  em- 
ployed to  this  end  none  have  been  attended  with  greater  suc- 
cess than  the  establishment  of  boards  composed  of  public 
characters  charged  with  collecting  and  diffusing  information, 
and  enabled  by  premiums  and  small  pecuniary  aid  to  en- 
courage and  assist  a  spirit  of  discovery  and  improvement. 
This  species  of  establishment  contributes  doubly  to  the  in- 
crease of  improvements  by  stimulating  to  enterprise  and  ex- 
periment and  by  drawing  to  a  common  center  the  results 
everywhere  of  individual  skill  and  observation  and  spreading 
them  thence  over  the  whole  nation."  Franklin,  one  of  the 
most  eminent  philosophers  and  scientists  of  his  day,  looked 
upon  agriculture  as  a  virgin  and  fertile  field  for  the  advance- 
ment of  science  and  its  useful  application. 

The  two  ideas  typified  in  the  views  of  Washington  and 
Franklin  are  the  main  foundation  stones  upon  which  the 
present  great  superstructure  of  the  Department  of  Agricul- 
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hire  has  been  reared,  that  is,  ( 1 )  the  performance  of  cer- 
tain administrative  and  control,  or  police,  functions  and  the 
collection  and  distribution  of  useful  information  and  mater- 
ials, and  (2)  scientific  investigations  relating  to  agriculture. 
The  idea  of  governmental  aid  by  the  simple  means  of  dis- 
tribution of  useful  seeds,  plants,  cuttings,  etc..  and  the  pub- 
lication of  agricultural  statistics  controlled  in  the  early  his- 
tory of  the  Department,  but  as  the  Department  has  devel- 
oped, the  second  feature  of  its  work,  namely,  scientific  in- 
vestigation, has  not  only  outgrown  the  first,  but  has  steadily 
become  more  essential  to  the  proper  performance  of  its  other 
functions. 

Hon.  Henry  L.  Ellsworth,  Commissioner  of  Patents, 
began  in  1836  the  simple  work  just  referred  to.  for  which 
he  induced  Congress  to  make  the  first  small  appropriation 
in  1839.  For  many  years  thereafter,  while  the  Department 
existed  simply  as  an  agricultural  division  of  the  Patent  Office, 
and  later  as  an  independent  bureau,  the  work  was  not  ma- 
terially changed  in  character,  although  enlarged  in  scope. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  earlier  work  was  of  great 
value  in  that  stage  of  the  development  of  the  country.  As 
Washington  had  suggested,  this  country,  like  other  nations 
must  learn  to  walk  before  it  could  run.  The  country  gen- 
erally was  in  need  first  of  the  improved  seeds  and  other  prod- 
ucts of  agricultural  skill  in  more  advanced  regions,  and  the 
government  needed  especially  to  be  informed  of  progress  in 
agricultural  production.  Besides  there  was  at  that  time  only 
in  the  minds  of  a  few  any  conception  of  the  possibilities  of 
science  applied  to  agriculture  and  other  industries. 

With  the  organization  of  the  work  of  the  Government 
in  aid  of  agriculture  as  a  separate  bureau  in  1 862,  increased 
attention  began  immediately  to  be  given  to  a  study  of  the 
application  of  the  sciences  to  agriculture.    The  appointment 
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of  a  chemist  was  made  at  once,  followed  by  that  of  the  dis- 
tinguished entomologist,  Townsend  Glover  (see  Dodge,  Bi- 
ography and  bibliography,  p.  149)  in  1863,  the  organization 
of  a  Division  of  botany  in  1868,  a  Division  of  microscopy  in 
1871,  a  Bureau  of  animal  industry  in  1884,  the  Office  of 
Experiment  Stations  in  1 887  to  represent  the  Department  in 
its  relations  with  the  agricultural  experiment  stations  which 
were  soon  to  be  established  in  all  of  the  States  and  Terri- 
tories, and  Divisions  of  pomology  and  of  ornithology  and 
manmiology  established  about  the  same  time. 

It  was  not,  however,  until  1889,  when  the  Department 
was  raised  to  the  first  rank  and  its  head  made  a  cabinet  offi- 
cer, that  its  scientific  work  began  to  assume  its  present  domi- 
nant and  comprehensive  character.  It  is  now  realized  that 
scientific  investigation  is  not  only  necessary  to  secure  useful 
knowledge  for  the  improvement  of  agricultural  science  and 
practice,  but  is  also  an  essential  aid  to  much  of  the  adminis- 
trative and  control  work  of  the  Department. 

The  great  activity  in  so  many  different  fields  which 
this  rapid  development  implies  has  naturally  yielded  a  great 
harvest  of  results,  a  large  proportion  of  which  are  of  high 
scientific  interest  and  value  but  which  have  been  given  to 
the  agricultural  public  in  printed  form  in  a  great  variety  of 
ways.  It  is  the  purpose  of  this  paper  simply  to  point  out 
and  indicate  the  general  character  of  the  principal  sources 
of  bibliographical  information  regarding  these  publications, 
and  thus  to  assist  in  making  the  scientific  material  they  con- 
tain more  available. 

As  regards  their  general  nature,  the  publications  of  the 
Department  may  be  classed  broadly  as  ( 1 )  popular,  and 
(2)  scientific  or  technical;  but  as  regards  form,  notation, 
etc.,  die  variety  is  almost  infinite.  This  is  brought  out  m  a 
very  striking  way  in  that  excellent  piece  of  bibliographical 
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work  of  the  Superintendent  of  Documents  entitled  "List  of 
Publications  of  the  Agriculture  Department,  1862-1902, 
with  Analytical  Index/*  prepared  in  the  Office  of  the  Su- 
perintendent of  Documents  (Bibliography  of  United  States 
Public  Documents,  Department  List  No.  I,  1904,  pp. 
623).    The  preface  to  this  list  says : 

"Though  next  to  the  youngest  of  the  Executive  De- 
partments of  the  United  States  Government,  and  its  work 
having  been  for  years  impeded  by  lack  of  interest  on  the 
part  of  Congress,  the  publications  of  the  Agriculture  Depart- 
ment rank  second  to  none  in  number  and  usefulness. 

"From  a  doubtful  experiment,  with  an  annual  report 
as  its  only  publication,  the  Department  has  developed  into 
a  great  publishing  office,  the  output  of  which  is  eagerly 
sought  by  those  engaged  in  agricultural  inquiry. 

"The  constant  changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  various 
divisions  composing  the  Department,  the  growing  need  and 
gradual  extension  of  investigations,  necessitated  in  a  degree, 
and  at  least  satisfactorily  explain,  the  otherwise  incompre- 
hensible peculiarities  and  confused  methods  which  character- 
ize the  publications  of  the  various  bureaus  and  offices  of  the 
Department  as  a  whole." 

The  compiler  of  this  list  is  certainly  to  be  congratulated 
upon  his  success  in  bringing  order  out  of  this  confusion,  and 
in  producing  a  document  which  is  indispensable  to  librarians 
and  others  desiring  to  know  the  publications  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  and  what  they  actually  contain.  This 
list  is  noteworthy  for  the  further  reason  that  it  illustrates  the 
application  of  a  new  general  system  of  classification  for  gov- 
ernment documents. 

The  importance  of  making  the  contents  of  the  agricul- 
tural reports  readily  available  was  apparently  recognized 
from  the  beginning,  and  we  find  that  as  early  as  1 867  a  Gen- 
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eral  Index  of  the  Agricultural  reports  from  1862  to  that 
date  was  prepared.  Later  this  was  merged  into  "A  General 
Index  of  the  Agricultural  Reports  of  the  Patent  Office,  for 
Twenty-five  Years,  from  1837  to  1861 ;  and  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  for  Fifteen  Years.  from 
1862  to  1876.**  by  the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture 
(Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1879,  pp.  225) 
followed  by  "Supplement  to  the  General  Index  of  the  Agri- 
cultural Reports  for  the  Years  1877  to  1885,  inclusive,*'  by 
the  Commissioner  of  Agriculture  (1886,  pp.  113).  This 
index  includes  an  alphabetical  index  of  subjects  and  of 
scientific  names  of  (1)  birds,  (2)  fishes,  (3)  insects,  (4) 
mammals,  and  (5)  plants  mentioned  in  the  reports.  As  al- 
ready explained,  no  great  amount  of  scientific  work  of  a 
very  high  order  is  recorded  in  these  earlier  reports,  but  they 
are  of  interest  and  value  as  showing  the  beginning  of  the  ap- 
plication of  science  to  agriculture  in  this  country. 

The  general  indexing  of  Department  reports  was  con- 
tinued by  G.  F.  Thompson  in  an  "Index  to  the  Annual  Re- 
ports of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Years 
1837  to  1893,  inclusive,**  issued  by  the  Division  of  Publica- 
tions (1896,  pp.  252).  This  Index  not  only  covers  the 
same  ground  as  the  earlier  index,  but  brings  the  work  up  to 
the  time  when  the  reports  ceased  to  be  issued  as  single  docu- 
ments and  were  superseded  by  separate  documents,  namely, 
the  Yearbook  (for  index  see  p.  152),  and  the  Report  of  the 
Secretary,  which  includes  also  administrative  reports  of  the 
different  bureaus  and  divisions.  Of  course,  such  an  index 
covered  only  a  comparatively  small  proportion  of  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Department. 

With  a  view  especially  to  aiding  in  answering  inquiries 
regarding  Department  publications  which  "came  in  all  man- 
ner of  forms — sometimes  by  the  number  of  the  document. 
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sometimes  by  its  title,  sometimes  by  the  author's  name,  and 
sometimes  by  vague  reference  to  the  subject-matter/*  Mr. 
Thompson  prepared  an  "Index  to  Authors  with  Titles  of 
their  Publications  appearing  in  the  Documents  of  the  U.  S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  1841  to  1897"  (U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture,  Division  of  Publications,  Bulletin  4, 
1898,  pp.  303).  The  limitations  of  a  strictly  author  index 
necessarily  excluded  some  matter  from  this  Index,  and  no 
attempt  was  made  in  it  to  cover  fully  the  matter  in  Experi- 
ment Station  Record  and  Insect  Life  (see  p.  151). 

The  first  attempt  at  preparation  of  general  lists  as  dis- 
tinguished from  indexes  was  a  42-page  "List  of  Publications 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the  Five  Years 
1889-1893,  inclusive,"  published  by  the  Department  of  Ag- 
riculture in  1894.  This  was  simply  a  com- 
bination of  lists  published  in  the  reports  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Division  of  Publications  for  1890.  1891,  and 
1892,  including  also  lists  for  1889,  and  1893,  which  had 
not  been  previously  printed.  This  list  was  too  limited  in 
scope  to  have  any  except  temporary  value. 

A  more  satisfactory  check  list  was  prepared  for  the  De- 
partment Library  by  Miss  Adelaide  R.  Hasse,  then  assistant 
librarian  Los  Angeles  Public  Library,  which  was  published 
under  the  title  "List  of  Publications  of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  from  1841  to  June  30,  1895,  inclusive" 
(U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Library  Bulletin  9, 
1 896,  pp.  76).  This  was  intended  solely  as  a  check  list  for 
the  use  of  librarians  and  others  handling  the  publications 
of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  and  it  was 
not  expected  that  it  would  take  the  place  of  either  an  index 
or  a  catalogue.  A  classification  and  notation  is  given  in 
this  list  which  is  stated  to  be  the  result  of  practical  experience 
and  "offered  merely  as  a  suggestion  to  librarians  who  keep 
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their  files  of  Government  publications  apart  from  their  gen- 
eral collection  of  books."  This  classification  was  used  as  a 
basis  for  that  employed  in  the  library  of  the  Superintendent 
of  Documents. 

The  latest  of  such  general  lists  to  be  issued  by  the  De- 
partment is  "List  by  Titles  of  Publications  of  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  from  1840  to  June,  1901, 
inclusive/*  by  R.  B.  Handy  and  Minna  A.  Cannon  (Divi- 
sion of  Publications  Bulletin  6,  1902,  pp.  216).  which  is  an 
elaboration  and  extension  of  Mr.  Thompson's  list  of  1 896. 

TTiese  comprise  the  principal  compilations  of  biblio- 
graphical data  relating  to  Department  publications  in  gen- 
eral. The  latest  of  them,  that  of  the  Superintendent  of  Doc- 
uments, covers  the  publications  only  up  to  1902.  The  later 
and  current  issues  of  Department  publications  must  be  kept 
track  of  by  means  of  the  individual  lists  issued,  and,  as  a 
rule,  revised  at  frequent  intervals,  by  the  different  bureaus 
and  divisions  of  the  Department;  the  card  index  prepared  by 
the  Department  Library  and  printed  by  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress; and  the  Monthly  List  of  Publications  issued  by  the 
Division  of  Publications.  The  following  bureaus  and  divi- 
sions of  the  Department  have  issued  lists  of  their  publica- 
tions, which  also  include  as  a  rule  information  as  to  those 
available  and  how  they  may  be  obtained:  Weather  Bureau; 
Bureaus  of  Animal  Industry,  Plant  Industry,  Forest  Ser- 
vice, Soils,  Chemistry,  Entomology,  and  Biological  Survey; 
and  Office  of  Experiment  Stations. 

For  the  publications  of  the  Department  relating  to  plant 
industry  there  are  available  not  only  special  lists  of  certain 
divisions  (Botany  and  Agrostology)  afterwards  merged 
into  the  larger  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  but  also  "Contents 
of  and  Index  to  Bulletins  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry 
Nos.  I  to  100,  inclusive,"  by  J.  E.  Rockwell  (Bureau  of 
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Plant  Industry  Bulletin  101.  1907.  pp.  102).  which  lists 
and  indexes  in  detail  the  contents  of  the  first  hundred  bulle- 
tins of  the  Bureau  since  its  organization.  July  1 .  1 90 1 . 

The  card  index  of  publications  of  the  U.  S.  Depart- 
ment of  Agriculture  prepared  by  the  Library  and  distributed 
by  the  Library  of  Congress  (Library  of  Congress.  Card  Sec- 
tion. Bulletin  14.  1906)  covers  both  regular  bulletins  and 
circulars  of  the  different  bureaus  and  divisions  of  the  De- 
partment, and  also  the  Farmers'  bulletins  and  the  Year- 
books.^ The  cards  are  printed  on  33°  size  (7J/2X  121/2 
cm.)  cards,  but  so  that  the  cards  may  be  cut  to  32°  or 
index  size  (5  x  12  1-2  cm.).  There  is  a  limited  free  dis- 
tribution through  the  Librarian  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of 
Agriculture  and  the  cards  are  on  sale  by  the  Librarian  of 
Congress.  (For  full  particulars  see  the  Library  of  Congress 
Bulletin  cited.) 

In  the  building  up  and  handling  of  a  distinctly  working 
agricultural  library  of  some  97,000  volumes,  probably  the 
largest  purely  agricultural  library  in  the  world,  supplying 
the  constant  needs  of  a  great  body  of  scientific  workers,  the 
librarians  of  the  Department  have  done  a  large  amount  of 
most  valuable  bibliographical  work  bearing  especially  on 
scientific  investigation  in  agriculture.  In  the  first  place  a 
system  of  library  classification  has  been  worked  out  (Library 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Scheme  of  Class- 
ification. Washington:  Government  Printing  Office,  1906, 
pp.  3 1 ,  folio) .  This  classification  contains  over  500  classes, 
which  are  arranged  under  the  following  main  divisions :  Ag- 
riculture, including  reports  and  periodicals,  general  works, 
and  separate  branches;  horticulture  (divided  like  agriculture 

^The  annual  reports  of  the  Department  (Secretary's  reports)  and  of  the 
Bureau  of  Animal  Industry,  as  well  as  some  publications  of  the  Bureau  of 
Statistics,  have  not  yet  been  indexed,  but  their  contents  are  accessible  through 
^e  other  indexes  noted. 
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and  leading  to  pomology  and  forestry) ;  agricultural  col- 
leges and  experiment  stations;  general  literature,  including 
literary  periodicals,  biography,  travels,  history,  and  miscella- 
neous literature;  United  States  public  documents;  reference 
books;  bibliography;  economic  science,  including  statistics, 
education,  political  economy,  and  commerce;  useful  arts,  in- 
cluding transportation,  engineering,  manufactures,  ejdiibi- 
tions,  patents,  etc. ;  mathematics ;  physical  sciences,  including 
physics,  cosmology,  meteorology,  chemistry,  and  geology; 
biological  sciences,  including  zoology  and  botany;  scientific 
periodicals;  and  learned  societies. 

Mr.  W.  P.  Cutter  while  librarian  also  prepared  a  com- 
prehensive classification  of  agriculture  to  fit  into  the  Dewey 
decimal  system  (Suggested  Classification  of  Agriculture. 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Library,  Folder  pp.  3). 

"Accessions  to  the  Department  Library."  beginning  in 
1894  and  including  fifty-four  numbers  to  date,  bear  testi- 
mony to  the  diligence  with  which  the  building  up  of  the  li- 
brary has  been  prosecuted,  and  furnish  an  indication  of  the 
large  volume  of  the  current  contributions  to  scientific  litera- 
ture throughout  the  world. 

Means  have  not  been  available  for  as  much  special  bib- 
liographical work  as  might  be  profitably  done  by  the  library, 
nevertheless  the  amount  of  such  work  has  not  been  inconsid- 
erable. For  example,  the  Library  has  for  several  years  been 
preparing  and  the  Library  of  Congress  printing  a  "Card  Cat- 
alogue of  Articles  in  Standard  Scientific  Agricultural  Pe- 
riodicals*' (Library  of  Congress.  Catalog  Division.  Card 
Section.  Bulletin  9.  1904.  pp.  51-53).  The  periodicals 
which  have  been  analyzed  are — ^Annales  de  la  science  agron- 
omique.  1884-1906;  Landwirthschaftliche  Jahrbucher. 
1872-1907.  and  Die  landwirthschaftlichen  Versuchs-Sta- 
tionen,  1859-1907.    About  2.700  cards  have  been  printed 
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to  date.  "These  cards  will  be  sold  in  'author  entry'  sets,  and 
'complete*  sets,  at  the  rate  of  one  cent  for  the  first  copy  of 
any  card  and  half  a  cent  for  each  additional  copy  of  the 
same  card  furnished  at  the  same  time.  An  'author  entry  set* 
includes  one  copy  only  of  each  separate  card  printed.  A 
'complete  set*  includes,  in  addition  to  the  author  set,  enough 
additional  copies  of  each  card  in  the  author  set  to  cover  the 
subject  entries  indicated  on  that  card.**  The  cards  are  also 
sold  in  classes,  of  which  there  are  eighteen  as  follows :  ( I  ) 
Agricultural  economics  and  sociology;  (2)  general  sciences; 
(3)  air,  meteorology,  and  climatology;  (4)  water;  (5) 
soils;  (6)  fertilizers;  (7)  field  crops;  (8)  horticulture; 
(9)  forestry;  (10)  plant  diseases;  (II)  entomology; 
(12)  foods  and  nutrition  of  man;  (13)  feeding  stuffs; 
(14)  animal  industry;  (15)  dairy  farming  and  dairying; 
(16)  veterinary  medicine;  (17)  agricultural  technology; 
(18)  agricultural  engineering.  The  price  in  this  case  is  two 
cents  for  the  first  card  and  a  half  cent  for  each  additional 
copy  of  the  same  card  furnished  at  the  same  time. 

The  publications  of  the  Library  also  include  the  following 
catalogues : 

Catalogue  of  the  Periodicals  and  other  serial  Publications 
(exclusive  of  U.  S.  Government  Publications)  in  the  Li- 
brary of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  (Library 
Bulletin  37,  1901,  pp.  362). 

This  catalogue  does  not  include  United  States  government  publi- 
cations and  the  publications  of  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment 
stations. 

Supplement  No.  1  (1901-1905)  to  Catalogue  of  the  Pe- 
riodicals and  other  serial  Publications  (exclusive  of  U.  S. 
Government  Publications)  in  the  Library  of  the  U.  S.  De- 
partment of  Agriculture.  (Library  Bulletin  37,  Supple- 
ment 1,  1907,  pp.  217.) 
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**The  Supplement  includes  periodicals  and  serials  acquired  by 
the  Library  during  the  five  years  1901-1905,  also  the  publications 
of  the  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations  which  were  not 
included  in  the  original  Catalogue  issued  in  1901." 

List  of  Publications  relating  to  Forestry  in  the  Depart- 
ment Library.     (Library  Bulletin  24,  1898,  pp.  93.) 

This  list  comprises  "those  works  relating  to  forestry  which  have 
been  collected  since  the  institution  of  the  Division  of  Forestry  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  together  with  the  forestry  library  of  the 
late  Prof.  Franz  von  Baur,  of  Munich,  which  was  purchased  by 
the  Department  in  1897.  The  latter  collection  was  the  working 
library  of  one  of  the  best  known  forestry  experts  in  Germany,  and 
therefore  comprises  the  best  German  literature  on  the  subject."  The 
bibliography  is  arranged  by  authors,  with  a  separate  list  of  the  serial 
publications  and  a  subject  index.  "It  is  believed  that  the  collection 
is  larger  and  more  representative  than  any  other  in  America,  and 
compares  favorably  with  those  to  be  found  abroad."  The  letter  of 
transmittal  contains  a  brief  biographical  note  on  Franz  Adolph  Gregor 
von  Baur. 

Catalogue  of  Publications  relating  to  Botany  in  the  Li- 
brary of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  (Library 
Bulletin  42,  1902,  pp.  242.) 

The  collection  herein  catalogued  numbers  nearly  6,000  books 
and  pamphlets.  The  catalogue  contains  author  list,  serials,  and 
subject  index. 

Catalogue  of  Publications  relating  to  Entomology  in  the 
Library  of  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
(Library  Bulletin  55,  1906,  pp.  562.) 

"The  collection  herein  catalogued  numbers  5,600  titles.  Separ- 
ates from  entomological  periodicals  have  not  been  included."  The 
catalogue  is  classified  and  contains  a  separate  list  of  serials,  an  index 
of  families,  and  an  author  index. 

The  Library  has  also  published  a  limited  number  of  use- 
ful special  bibliographies  as  follows: 

Barnett,  Claribel  R.     References  to  the  Literature 
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of  the  Sugar  Beet,  exclusive  of  works  in  foreign  languages. 
(Library  Bulletin  16.  1897.  pp.  9.) 

This  is  a  classified  bibliography  containing  400  references. 

Hawks.  Emma  B.  A  Bibliography  of  Poultry.  (Li- 
brary Bulletin  18.  1897.  pp.  32.) 

This  is  a  classified  bibliography,  with  subject  index  containing 
797  references. 

Clark.  Josephine  A.  Reference  List  of  Publica- 
tions relating  to  edible  and  poisonous  Mushrooms.  (Library 
Bulletin  20,  1898.  pp.  16.) 

This  contains  296  references. 

Hedrick.  Ellen  A.  List  of  References  to  Publica- 
tions relating  to  Irrigation  and  Land  Drainage.  (Library 
Bulletin  41.  1902.  pp.  180.) 

This  list  includes  references  to  irrigation  and  land  drainage 
principally,  but  also  some  references  to  a  few  allied  subjects,  such 
as  hydraulics,  and  some  departments  of  engineering.  Books  which 
are  available  for  reference  in  the  Washington  libraries  containing  the 
largest  collections  on  the  subjects  mentioned  are  indicated  by  abbre- 
viations after  the  entries.  The  catalogue  contains  author  list,  serials, 
and  subject  index.    The  titles  number  1,778. 

It  should  be  said  in  this  connection  that  a  large  number 
of  bibliographies  of  special  subjects  will  also  be  found  scat- 
tered through  the  publications  of  the  various  bureaus  and  di- 
visions of  the  Department,  but  the  limits  of  this  paper  will 
not  permit  even  the  enumeration  of  these. 

The  work  of  the  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  is  very 
largely  bibliographical  in  character.  The  Director  of  the 
Office.  Dr.  A.  C.  True,  has  for  a  number  of  years  been  bib- 
liographer of  the  Association  of  American  Agricultural  Col- 
leges and  Experiment  Stations  and  has  in  that  capacity  pre- 
sented a  series  of  reports  consisting  mainly  of  lists  of  cur- 
rent bibliographies  of  agriculture.^      (Office  of  Experiment 

^Such  lists  will  now  be  found  grouped  under  the  word  "Bibliography"  in 
the  indexes  of  the  annual  volumes  of  Experiment  Station  Record. 
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Stations  Bulletins  65,  p.  33;  76.  p.  19;  99.  p.  29;  1 15  p 
16;  123.  p.  15;  142.  p.  21 ;  153.  p.  20;  164.  p.  20;  184.  p! 
21 ;  196,  p.  18),  although  Dr.  True*s  last  two  reports  dealt, 
respectively,  with  "Books  by  Agricultural  College  and  Ex- 
periment Station  Officers**  and  bibliographical  data  relating 
mainly  to  the  history  of  agricultural  education  and  research 
in  this  country. 

The  Experiment  Station  Record,  published  by  that  Of- 
fice, the  first  number  of  which  appeared  in  September.  1 899, 
and  which  is  now  in  its  nineteenth  volume,  presents  a  broad 
survey  of  the  literature  of  scientific  investigation  in  agricul- 
ture, not  only  in  this  country  but  throughout  the  world.  A 
full  list  of  experiment  station  and  Department  publications 
abstracted  and  a  detailed  alphabetical  index  is  prepared  for 
each  volume.  In  addition  a  combined  index  of  the  first 
twelve  volumes  of  the  Record  and  of  Experiment  Station 
Bulletin  2,  the  immediate  forerunner  of  the  Record,  was 
published  in  1903  (General  Index  to  Experiment  Station 
Record  Vols.  I  to  XII,  1889-1901.  and  to  Experiment 
Station  Bulletin  2.  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  Of- 
fice of  Experiment  Stations,  1903.  pp.  671 ). 

The  Office  has  published  two  annotated  lists  of  some  of 
the  more  important  books  on  agriculture  and  agricultural 
science  appearing  during  the  period  covered  as  follows: 
Some  Books  on  Agriculture  and  Agricultural  Science,  pub- 
lished 1893-1896.  (Office  of  Experiment  Stations  Circu- 
lar 31.  1896.  pp.  70.) 

Some  Books  on  Agriculture  and  Sciences  related  to  Ag- 
riculture published  1896-1898.  (Office  of  Experiment 
Stations  Circular  38,  1898,  pp.  45.) 

The  first  of  these  lists  includes  1 .462  titles,  the  second  451. 

The  publications  of  the  fifty-five  State  agricultural  ex- 
periment stations  in  the  United  States  have  now  reached 
the  proportions  of  a  library  in  themselves.     The  Office  of 
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Experiment  Stations  has  one  of  the  few  practically  complete 
sets  of  such  publications  in  existence.  Many  of  the  publica- 
tions have  long  been  out  of  print  and  are  difficult  if  not  im- 
possible to  obtain.  As  the  experiment  station  enterprise  has 
grown  in  importance,  there  has  been  a  corresponding  im- 
provement of  library  facilities  and  equipment  and  a  conse- 
quent effort  to  complete  files  of  station  publications.  To  aid 
in  this  the  Office  has  published  a  complete  list  of  the  pub- 
lications of  the  stations  from  their  organization  to  June  30, 
1906  (List  of  Publications  of  the  Agricultural  Experiment 
Stations  in  the  United  States  [to  June  30,  1906].  Office 
of  E^eriment  Stations  Bulletin  180,  1907,  pp.  104). 
This  list  contains  7,667  publications  and  is  to  be  supple- 
mented and  brought  up  to  date  from  time  to  time. 

Probably  the  most  distinctive  piece  of  individual  biblio- 
graphical work  done  by  the  Office  is  the  card  index  of  ex- 
periment station  literature  (The  Card  Index  of  Experiment 
Station  Literature.  Office  of  Experiment  Stations  Circular 
23,  revised,  pp.  2,  and  47,  pp.  2),  which  is  printed  in  small 
edition  (300  copies)  on  standard  32°  library  cards  and  dis- 
tributed free  to  agricultural  colleges  and  experiment  stations 
and  a  few  State  boards  and  commissioners  of  agriculture, 
and  sold  to  others  at  $2  per  thousand  cards.  For  the  pur- 
poses of  this  index  the  literature  of  agricultural  research  is 
divided  into  thirteen  primary  divisions  with  a  limited  number 
of  subdivisions  and  the  cards  numbered  accordingly.  Each 
card  contains  title  of  article,  author,  original  reference,  and 
reference  to  abstract  in  Experiment  Station  Record,  and  a 
condensed  abstract  of  the  article.  The  index  is  at  present 
confined  to  publications  of  the  experiment  stations  in  the 
United  states  and  begins  with  the  year  1888,  when  the 
larger  number  of  the  experiment  stations  was  established  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  Hatch  act.  Up  to  January  1, 
1907,  28,300  cards  had  been  issued. 
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A  large  and  elaborate  piece  of  bibliographical  work  by 
the  Department  which  is  believed  to  be  **of  very  great  value 
to  the  persons  interested  in  zoology  in  its  practical  relation  to 
human  and  veterinary  medicine  and  public  hygiene**  is  the 
"Index-Catalogue  of  Medical  and  Veterinary  Zoology/* 
by  Ch.  Wardell  Stiles  and  Albert  Hassall  (Bureau  of  Ani- 
mal Industry  Bulletin  39,  parts  1-19.  1902-07).  The  cata- 
logue is  taken  from  the  card  catalogue  which  is  in  use  in 
the  Bureau  of  Animal  Industry.  The  catalogue  is  in  the 
form  of  an  author  index,  the  authors'  names  being  followed 
immediately  by  the  date  of  the  publication.  The  introduc- 
tory chapter  of  the  first  part  contains  some  discussion  of 
methods  of  indexing  and  cataloguing  scientific  literature  and 
of  faults  which  are  common  in  scientific  bibliographies. 

The  scattered  Department  contributions  to  the  literature 
of  animal  industry  from  1837  to  1898  are  rendered  avail- 
able for  reference  and  use  by  "Index  to  Literature  relating 
to  Animal  Industry  in  the  Publications  of  the  Department 
of  Agriculture,  1837  to  1898,**  by  G.  F.  Thompson  (Divi- 
sion of  Publications  Bulletin  5,  1900,  pp.  676). 

The  literature  of  American  economic  entomology  is  well 
covered  up  to  a  comparatively  recent  date  by  the  following 
indexes  and  lists,  all  of  which  are  contributions  from  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture. 

Henshaw,  Samuel.  The  Entomological  Writings 
of  Dr.  Alpheus  Spring  Packard.  (Division  of  Entomology 
Bulletin  16,  1887,  pp.  49.) 

This  is  a  chronological  list  of  the  entomological  writings  of  Dr. 
Packard,  with  systematic  and  general  index.  A  brief  biographical 
sketch  of  Dr.  Packard  precedes  the  list.  The  bibliography  is  di- 
vided  into  two  parts,  (1)  the  chronological  catalogue,  and  (Z)  a 
systematic  list  of  the  new  names  proposed  by  Dr.  Packard,  and  con- 
tains 339  references. 

Dodge,  Charles  Richards.      The  Life  and  Ento- 
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mological  work  of  the  Late  Townsend  Glover,  first  Ento- 
mologist of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture.  Division 
of  Entomology  Bulletin  18.  1888.  pp.  68.  pis.  2,  figs.  6.) 

The  biographical  portion  of  this  bulletin  tells  the  story  of  Mr. 
Glover's  life,  gives  the  history  of  his  work  in  entomology,  and  some 
account  of  the  Glover  Museum  in  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. The  bibliography  is  an  annotated  list  of  his  entomological 
writings,  which  were  published  almost  exclusively  in  the  annual  re- 
ports of  the  Patent  Office  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture. 
It  includes  64  references. 

An  Enumeration  of  the  Published  Synopses,  Catalogues, 
and  Lists  of  North  American  Insects;  Together  with  other 
information  intended  to  assist  the  student  of  American  Ento- 
mology. (Division  of  Entomology  Bulletin  19,  1888,  pp. 
77.) 

In  this  bibliography  the  references  are  classified  under  compre- 
hensive works  on  North  American  insects,  systematic  works  of  single 
orders  of  insects,  and  lists  of  entomological  periodicals,  works  on 
economic  entomology,  entomological  works  published  by  the  U.  S. 
Entomological  Commission,  and  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agricul- 
ture. 

Banks,  Nathan.  A  List  of  works  on  North  Ameri- 
can Entomology.  (Division  of  Entomology  Bulletin  24.  n. 
ser..  1900.  pp.  95.) 

This  is  a  revision  of  Bulletin  19  of  the  Division  of  Entomology 
entitled  "An  Enumeration  of  the  Published  Synopses,  Catalogues, 
and  Lists  of  North  American  Insects;  Together  with  other  Informa- 
tion Intended  to  Assist  the  Student  of  American  Entomology,"  com- 
piled "for  the  use  of  students  and  other  workers,  as  well  as  for  those 
about  to  begin  the  collecting  and  study  of  insects." 

Henshaw.  Samuel,  and  Banks.  Nathan.  Bib- 
liography of  the  most  important  contributions  to  American 
Economic  Entomology.  (Division  of  Entomology,  parts  1. 
1889.  pp.  1-50;  2.  1889.  pp.  51-96;  3.  1889.  pp.  97-372; 
Index  to  parts  1-3.  pp.  373-454;  parts  4.  1895.  pp.  1-167; 
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^df  ^'  ^^,-JJ?''  ^'  '^^®'  PP-  273;  7.  I90I.  pp.  113;  8. 
1905,  pp.  132.) 

Av/^\^*  '  contains  the  more  important  writings  of  Benjamin  Dann 
Walsh;  part  2  the  more  important  joint  writings  of  B.  D.  Walsh, 
and  C.  V.  Riley;  part  3,  the  more  important  writings  of  Charlci 
Valentine  Riley ;  part  4,  the  more  important  writings  of  Government 
and  State  entomologists,  and  of  other  contributors  to  the  literature  of 
American  economic  entomology,  A-K;  part  5,  the  more  important 
writings  of  Government  and  State  entomologists,  and  of  other  con- 
tributors, to  the  literature  of  American  economic  entomology,  L-Z; 
part  6,  the  more  important  writings  published  between  June  30.  1 888.' 
and  December  30,  1896;  part  7,  the  more  important  writings  pub- 
lished between  December  31.  1896,  and  January  1,  1900;  part  8. 
the  more  important  writings  published  between  December  31.1 899. 
and  January  1,  1905. 

Banks,  Nathan.  An  Index  to  Bulletins  1-30  (new 
series)  (1896-1901)  of  the  Division  of  Entomology.  (Di- 
vision of  Entomology  Bulletin  36,  n.  ser.,  1902.  pp.  66+4.) 

The  contributions  of  the  State  agricultural  experiment  sta- 
tions to  entomological  literature  up  to  about  the  end  of  1 893 
have  been  listed  by  Dr.  L.  O.  Howard  (Insect  Life.  7 
( 1 894) ,  pp.  99-1 07) .  In  this  connection  it  should  be  said 
that  no  discussion  of  the  bibliographical  contributions  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture  would  be  complete  without  ref- 
erence to  the  seven  volumes  (July,  1888,  to  July,  1895, 
with  index,  1897)  of  the  periodical.  Insect  Life,  which  was 
published  by  the  Department,  and  is  rich  in  bibliographical 
material  bearing  on  progress  in  entomological  investigation. 

Of  like  character  is  Journal  of  My^colog^,  which  for  sev- 
eral years  (vol.  5,  1889,  to  vol.  7,  1894)  was  published  by 
the  Department.  This  periodical,  in  addition  to  being  large- 
ly bibliographical  in  its  general  contents,  contained  the  ear- 
lier instalments,  beginning  with  vol.  6  (1890),  No.  1,  of  a 
valuable  Index  of  mycological  literature. 

The  current  literature  of  meteorology  is  reviewed  in  a  gen- 
eral way  in  Monthly  Weather  Review,  published  monthly 
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by  the  Weather  Bureau,  and  each  number  of  the  Review 
also  contains  a  Hst  of  "Recent  Papers  bearing  on  Meteorol- 
ogy** selected  from  the  periodicals  and  serials  received  by 
the  library  of  the  Bureau. 

The  Contributions  from  the  U.  S.  National  Herbarium, 
published  by  the  National  Herbarium,  but  prepared  in  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  is  of  great  value  from  the  stand- 
point of  the  bibliography  of  botany. 

Bibliographical  publications  of  less  importance  from  a 
strictly  scientific  standpoint  than  those  enumerated  above  are : 

Thompson,  G.  F.  Synoptical  Index  of  the  Reports  of 
the  Statistician,  1863  to  1894.  (Division  of  Publications 
Bulletin  2,  1897.  pp.  258.) 

GreathOUSE,  Charles  H.  Index  to  the  Yearbooks 
of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  1894-1900.  (Divi- 
sion of  Publications  Bulletin  7,  1902,  pp.  196.) 

This  is  a  continuation  of  Index  to  annual  reports  of  the  Secre- 
tary. 1837-1893. 

Greathouse,  Charles  H.  Index  to  Farmers'  Bul- 
letins Nos.  1-250.  (Division  of  Publications  Bulletin  8. 
1907.  pp.  148.) 

Farmers*  Bulletin  Subject  Index.  (Division  of  Publica- 
tions Circular  4,  1907,  pp.  29.) 

It  is  believed  that  the  foregoing  survey  will  serve  to  show 
that  the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture  has  from 
the  early  years  of  its  existence  realized  the  importance  of 
providing  means  of  making  its  large  and  varied  contributions 
to  agricultural  science  available  through  the  medium  of  in- 
dexes, catalogues,  and  lists  of  various  kinds,  and  that  its 
work  in  this  direction,  though  not  as  systematic  and  thor- 
ough in  all  respects  as  could  be  desired,  now  covers  in  a  way 
all  the  past  and  current  issues  of  publications  of  the  Depart- 
ment, and  thus  constitutes  no  inconsiderable  contribution  to 
the  bibliography  of  science. 
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Adler,  Cyrus,  and  Leonard  C. 
Gun  NELL,  The  International  cata- 
logue of  scientific  literature,  109-15. 

Agricultural  periodicals.  Card  index 
to.  143. 

Agriculture,  U.  S.  Dept.  of.  Contri- 
butions of  the,  to  the  bibliography 
of  science  (W.  H.  Beal  and  E. 
Lucy  Ogden),  135-52;  List  of 
publications,  138,  140,  141,  144-6; 
General  index,  139,  140;  card  in- 
dex, 142;  agricultural  library  of, 
142. 

Alabama,  Dr.  T.  M.  Owen  on  biblio- 
graphical work  in,  94. 

Almanacs  printed  by  Robert  Wells, 
58-62;    by   Charles   Crouch,   66-68. 

Andrews,  C.  W.,  on  special  collec- 
tions, 95-97;  motion  on  the  work  of 
the  Concilium  Bibliographicum,  103. 

Animal  industry.  Index  to  literature 
on,  149. 

Anthropology,  Scheme  for  classifica- 
tion of,  in  press,   133. 

Auskunflsbureau,  Work  of  the,   106. 

Austen,  Willard,  on  special  collec- 
tions, 98. 

Authors  of  scientific  papers  consult- 
ed  as   to  classification,    113-14. 

Balch,      Rev.      Hezekiah,     suspended 

from  pastorate,  75. 
Banks,     Nathan,     Bibliographies     by. 

150;   Index  to  Bulletins,  151. 
Barnelt,    Claribel    R.;    References    on 

the  sugar  beet,  145.        , .     ,    ,.         , 
Bates.   A.   C,   Bibliographical  list  of 

Connecticut  laws,  25. 
Beal,  W.  H.,  and  E.  Lucy  Ogden, 

The    Contributions    of    the    U.    5. 

Dept.  of  Agriculture  to  the  bibliog- 
raphy of  science,  135-52. 


Berry,  William  L.,  Letter  of.  8!. 

Bibliographica  Physiologica.    130. 

Bibliographica  Zoologia,   130. 

Bibliography  of  Connecticut  (G.  S. 
Godard).  86-93. 

Bibliography  of  science.  Contributiont 
of  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture  to 
the,  135-52. 

Blackstone  Memorial  Library  began 
work  on  Connecticut  bibliography. 
91-92. 

Blount,  William.  Governor  of  Terri- 
tory South  of  the  Ohio,  72;  the 
father  of  Tennessee,  74;  79;  tried 
for  treason,  80. 

Blount,  Willie.  Exposition  of  Coiuti- 
tution  of  Tenn.  by,  77-79. 

Blount  College  founded,  75. 

Books,  Bargains  in,  108. 

Botany,  Catalogue  of  publications  re- 
lating to.  145. 

Bradford,  Benjamin  J.,  80-81. 

Bradford,  Thomas  G..  80;  published 
The  Clarion,  81. 

Brown.  D.  C,  on  the  Bibliography  of 
Indiana,  94. 

Bruce.  David,  Titles  of  volumes  print- 
ed by,  68-69. 

Bulletin.  Report  of  Committee  on,  27; 
President   Lane    on   the.    101-2. 

California   newspapers,   W.   I^-   W**' 

son  on  indexing  of,  93-94. 
California    periodicals.    An    index    of. 

planned,  94.  ,,     j      d    R 

Cannon,  Minna  A.,  see  Handy,  K.  U. 
Card    bibliography,     Definiteness     of, 

126;   flexibility  of.  128. 
Card   system.   The,    121-29;    bulk  of. 

125 
Cards,'  filing.  Rapidity  of.  122-24. 
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Carrick,  Rev.  Samuel,  Discourses  of, 
published,  76. 

Charleston  Courier,  35. 

CharlestoVfTi  Gazette  published  by 
Mrs.  Ann  Crouch,  66. 

Chicago  selected  for  place  of  seventh 
meeting,  99. 

Clarion,  The,  published  by  the  Brad- 
fords,  79-80. 

Clark,  Josephine  A.,  Reference  list 
on  mushrooms,   146. 

Classification-code,  Cost  of  making  a, 
133. 

Classification-schemes  as  college  theses, 
119. 

Classifying,  Rapidity  of  work  in,  120- 
21. 

Cole,  Theodore  L.,  Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Colonial  Laws,  21-26; 
elected  member  of  the  Council,  99. 

Colonial  Laws,  Report  of  Committee 
on,  21-26;    appropriation  for,  99. 

Committees,  8-9. 

Concilium  Bibliographicum  (Zurich), 
The  work  of  the  (A.  L.  Voce), 
129-34. 

Connecticut  Bibliography,  Committee 
on,  87,  91. 

Connecticut,  History  and  progress  of 
collecting  material  for  a  Bibliogra- 
phy of  (G.  S.  Godard),  86-93. 

Connecticut  Library  Association,  Re- 
port of  Committee  on  a  Bibliography 
of  Connecticut,  85-87;  circular  let- 
ter, 88-91 ;  work  done,  92. 

Connecticut  Statute  Laws,  Committee 
on,  appointed,  18;  recommended, 
25. 

Continental  Congress,  Votes  and  pro- 
ceedings of,  published,  65. 

Council,  Meeting  of,  at  Asheville,  99; 
at  Chicago,   106. 

Crouch,  Mrs.  Ann,  printer,  66. 

Crouch,  Charles,  printer,  64;  almanacs 
printed   by,   66-68. 

Cutter,  W.  P.,  Suggested  classifica- 
tion of  agriculture,   143. 


Davenport,  Dr.,  on  the  Concilium  Bib« 

liographicum,  102-3. 
Davidson  Academy  founded,   75, 
Dodge,  C.  R.,  Life  and  entomological 

work  of  T.  Glover,   149-50. 

Electro-chemistry,  A  technical  bibli- 
ography of,  on  cards,    134. 

Ellsworth,   Henry   L.,    136. 

Entomology,  Catalogue  of  publicaions 
relating  to,  145;  lists  of  books  on, 
149-51. 

Experiment  Station  Record,   147. 

Experiment  Stations,  Office  of.  Publi- 
cations of,   147;   card  index,   148. 

Farmers'  Bulletin  Subject  Index,   152. 

Field.  Dr.  H.  H.,   132. 

Finney,  Byron  A.,  on  cards  of  Con- 
cilium Bibliographicum,  103. 

Fischer,  Gustav,  Bibliography  of  Pro- 
tozoa,  131. 

Forestry,  A  card  bibliography  of, 
132;    publications   relating   to,    145. 

Gazette,  Use  of  the  word,  in  titles  of 
newspapers,  64. 

Genius  of  Liberty^,  The,  started  by  G. 
Roulstone,  79. 

Geology  and  mineralogy,  A  bibli- 
ography of,   133. 

Gesamtkatalog,    The    Prussian,    106-7. 

Glover,  Townsend,  137;  Life  and  en- 
tomological work  of,  by  C.  R. 
Dodge.  149-50. 

Godard.  G.  S.,  History  and  progress 
of  collecting  material  for  a  Bibliog- 
raphy of  Connecticut,  86-93;  on 
the  chess  collection  in  New  Milford 
(Ct.)  Library,  99. 

Greathouse,  Charles  H.,  Indexes  by, 
152. 

Greenville    College    founded,    75. 

GuNNELL,  L.  C,  see  Adler,  Cyrus. 

Handy,  R.  B.,  and  Minna  A.  Cannon, 
List  by  titles  of  publications  of 
Dept.  of  Agriculture,  141. 

Hassall,  A.,  see  Stiles,  C.  W. 
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Hasse,  Adelaide  R.,  List  of  publica- 
tions of  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agricul- 
ture,  140. 

Hawkins  Court  House,  72. 

Hawks,  Emma  B.,  Bibliography  of 
poultry,    146. 

Haywood,  John,  author  of  "Tennessee 
Justice,"  82-83. 

Hedrick,  Ellen  A.,  References  on  ir- 
rigation, 146. 

Henry,    Prof.    Joseph,    109. 

Henshaw,  Samuel,  Entomological  writ- 
ings of  A.  S.  Packard,  149;  Bibli- 
ography of  economic  entomology, 
150. 

Hodges,  N.  D.  C,  on  special  collec- 
tions, 97-99. 

Incunabula  owned  in  America,  Report 
on  Check  list  of  (J.  Thomson),  19- 
21;   102. 

Indiana,  A  Bibliography  of,  in  prep- 
aration, 94. 

Insect  Life,   151. 

Institute  Internationale  de  Bibliogra- 
phic, Classification  scheme  of  the, 
117. 

International  catalogue  of  literature. 
Report  of  Committee  on  (E.  C. 
Richardson),  106-8. 

International  catalogue  of  scientific  lit- 
erature. The  (Cyrus  Adler  and 
Leonard  C.  Gunnell),  109-15. 

Jackson,  Andrew,  79;  accused  of 
treason,  80. 

Johnston,  W.  D.,  Secretary's  report, 
18-19;   Report  on  Bulletin,  27. 

Jones,  G.  M.,  on  shorthand  collection 
in  Salem  Public  Library,  98. 

Josephson,  A.  G.  S.,  on  Bibliogra- 
phies, 106-7. 

Journal   of  A/yco/ogj?,    151. 

Kentucky)    Cflzette,     The,    started    by 

John  Bradford,  71. 
KnoxviUe,   Tenn.,   The  beginnings  of, 

72-75. 


KnoxviUe  Gazette,  The,  founded  by 
George  RouUtone,  71-72,  75,  79; 
merged  with   Wilton's   Cazetle,  80. 

Lane,  W.  C,  on  the  work  of  the  Soci- 
ety, 17,  101-2;  announcemenli  by, 
105;  on  List  of  Incunabula,  18;  on 
Handbook  of  special  collectioos,  95, 
99;  opened  Chicago  meeting.  100. 

Libraries,  Our  comity  between,  rudi- 
mentary, 107. 

Mecklenburg  County  resolutions,  65. 

Medley,  The,  earliest  popular  maga- 
zine in  the  West,  82. 

Meetings,  Proceedings  of,  at  Asheville. 
N.  C,  17-19;  at  Chicago,  100-6. 

Members,  List  of,  June  1,  1908.  II- 
16. 

Membership  of  the  Society,  18. 

Miro,  General,  emissary  of  Spanish 
government,  80. 

Mississippi  Valley,  Evolution  of  the, 
70-72. 

Monthly^    Weather   Reviev,    15. 

Museum,  The,  started  by  T.  G.  Brad- 
ford, 82. 

Nashville,  First  book  published  in,  82. 

NeTDs  and  Courier,  The,  35. 

Newspapers,  The  earliest,  of  Ken- 
tucky  and  Tennessee,   71. 

Nicholson,  Gov.  Francis,  on  a  printer 
for  South  Carolina,  30. 

Notation,  Alphabetical  and  numerical, 
119-20. 

Officers,  1907-8,  7-8;  election  of.  99. 

Ogden,  E.  Lucy,  see  Beal,  W.  H. 

Orcutt,  W.  D.,  gave  address  on  Print- 
ing as  a  fine  art,  105. 

Owen,  Dr.  T.  M.,  First  presses  of 
Florida,  Mississippi  and  Alabama, 
18;  on  bibliographies  in  Alabama, 
94;  on  collection  on  slavery  in  Ala- 
bama Dept.  of  Archives,  99. 

Packard,  Dr.  Alpheus  Spring,  Ento- 
mological writings  of,  by  S.  Hen- 
shaw, 149. 
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Paltsits,  V.  H.,  on  cost  of  publication, 
17;    on   special   collections,  98. 

Papers    and    proceedings,    18. 

Pequot  Library,  Americana  in  the,  92. 

Periodical  literature.  Indexing  of,  and 
the  work  of  the  Concilium  Biblio- 
graphicum,  Zurich  (A.  L.  Voce), 
116-34. 

Phillips,  Eleazer,  Jr.,  31;  Appropria- 
tion voted  to,  as  printer,  32;  estab- 
lished The  South  Carolina  Weel^ly 
Journal,  32;    death  of,  32. 

Plant  industry.  Publications  on,  141. 

Poor  Tom  revived;  being  More's  al- 
manack. Editions  of  67-68. 

Powell,  Thomas,  released  by  habeas 
corpus,  34. 

Press,  Freedom  of,  preserved  inviolate 
in  S.  C.  34. 

Presses,  Eighteenth  century,  in  Ten- 
nessee (Edwin  Wiley),  70-83. 

Presses,  The  first,  of  South  Carolina 
(A.  S.  Salley,  Jr.),  28-69. 

Printer,  First  action  to  secure  a,  for 
South  Carolina,  29. 

Proceedings  of  meeting  at  Asheville, 
N.  C.  17-18. 

Publications,  Amount  available  for, 
17. 

Register,  The.  started  by  G.  Roul- 
stone,  79. 

Richardson,  E.  C,  reported  progress, 
for  Committee  on  International  cata- 
logue, 18;  on  special  collections,  98; 
Report  of  Committee  on  Interna- 
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